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THE PATRON SAINTS OF CHRIS- 
TENDOM. 



EFOKE onleriiig on tba general anEiject o 

the earij iDartjrH, I shall place logetbGl*! 

hero tha gnat PaKon Sairna of Eastom 1 

aod Western Christeadom. All sainU 1 

D one eenee, p&tron saints, either aa protectorg 

me partii^iilar nation, province, or aitj ; or of 

particular arocstion, trade, or amdition of life : 

.bat there is a wide diatinction Co be drawn between 

merely national and local sainta, and those imi- 

1lj oeccptcil and revered. St. Denis, (br instance, 

much honored ont of France ; nor St. Jonuarius, 

uiarone aaJnt, out of Naples ; bnt St. George, 

tron of EnglaJiii, was at once the bheat aimx 

Greek. Church, and the patron of tlio chivali; 

Enrope; and triumphed wberovei' triumphed the 

M, lirom. the Euphrates to the Pillars of Eereulea. 

Those patrou saints who hod not, like St. Peter of 

, St. Mark of Venice, St. Joniea of Spain, St. 

Magdalene, a Seriptaral and apostolic sanction, 

>re invented by the popuJar and universal futh 

With a paramount di^^ity and anthority, fortn a class 

Bapart. They are, — St. George, St. Scbaaljan. St. 

~" " " "t. Coomo and St. Domlan, St. Koch, 
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and St Nicholas. The Tirgin patronesses, to wbom 
was rendered a like anirersal worship, are St. Osth- 
erine, St Barbara, St Margaret, and St IJrsiila. 

I pkce them here together, because I have ob- 
served that, in studying the legendary subjects of 
Art, they most be kept constantly in mind. In every 
sacred edifice of Europe which still retains its medie- 
val and primal character, whatever might be its desti- 
nation, whether church, chapel, convent, scuola, or 
hospital, — in every work of art in which sacred per- 
sonages are grouped together, without any direct refer- 
ence to the scenes or events of Scripture, one or other 
of these renowned patrons is sure to be found; and 
it becomes of the utmost importance that their char- 
acters, persons, and attributes should be well discrimi- 
nated. Those who were martyrs do not figure princi- 
pally in that character. They each represent some 
phase of the beneficent power, or some particular aspect 
of the character, of Christ, that divine and universal 
model to which we all aspire; but so little is really 
known of these glorified beings, their persons, their 
attributes, — the actions recorded of them are so mixed 
up with fable, and in some instances so completely 
fimtastic and ideal, — that they may be fairly regarded 
as having succeeded to the honors and attributes of 
the tutelary divinities of the pagan mythology. It 
is really a most interesting speculation to observe how 
completely the prevalent state of society in the middle 
ages modified the popular notions of these impersona- 
tions of Divine power. Every one knows by heart 
those exquisite lines in which Wordsworth has traced 
the rise and influence of the beautiful myths of ancient 
Greece: — 

''In that folr olime the lonely herdsman, stretched 
On the soft grass thxoagfa half a tammer*8 day, 
With masic Inlled his indolent repose : 
And, in some fit of ireariness, if he, 
When his own breath was silent, chanced to hear 
A distant strain, for sweeter than the Bounds 



PATItOX SAmTS OF CnBISTENDOM. 
WUok hli poor ikJlI conM make, bb Yuiej fcuJied, 



TliDS the myttiologj of tho sntLcnt Greeks wu 

lie doificaiion of (he aspBcta anil harmonieg of nature, 

rliile the mj^hologj of Chrisdaaitj was shaped I17 

[>e oepimtions of hamaDity; — it was tlio apotheosis 

f Ihc moral sentimuiild, I'olorcid Lj the psssions and 

lie snfiurinK of the time. So ia ao ago of barbarity 

nd violcDl^e did St. George, the redreaaer of wrongs 

rilh spear and shield, become tlio model of knighthood. 

lo when disease and pestilenize ravaged whole pror- 

^CSB, Ihi power to avert the plagae woe invoked in St. 

IcAwatian ; and the power to heal, ever a jrodlike attri- 

lUte, [GTerenced in St. Cosmo nnd St, Daminn, So 

t s time wlicn human life was. ijolil vlieap, and beset 

ij CBsaaltiea, when the intercaarse (wtwren men and 

atioDs was interrupted by ^-iAn forcslB, by unactus- 

KatA roall9, by floods and swamps, and all perils of 

ta and land, did St. Chriatopher TBpre^enl 10 the 

the immediate presence of Divine aid ia dil^cnlty 

id danger. 80 also were the virgin patroneasos to 

1 intents and purposes gaideasai in fact, though sninti 

. name. Tha noble aullcranra, the unblemished 

hftltlty, the enthiUiiBStic faith of a St. Catherine or a 

UrBola, did not lose by a minglin); of the antique 

ce, where a duo reverence Inepitcd the conception 

the BTtisI: — Ycnns and Diana, and Pallas and 

on«. It should seem, could only gain by being in- 

with the loftier, porer attributes of Christianity. 

1 there was a diveraitj in the spirit which rendered 

blending of these charai;tors, however accepted in 

^HtMct, not always happy in the representation ; — 
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*. coDMcIomCian which will meet ua ander many luipecls 
u we pniraed. 

There are founcan saints, who, in GcrmRnj', are 
espcuidJlj disliaguisbcd a« Noth-hblfeb (QclpeiMn- 
nced); hut as this distinccioD does not pcrvitde Germ&n 
art eapciially, and ia not received in the rest of Europe, 
I hare thou^C it unnecGBiarj to do more than men- 

I will now take theee pocCioal and semidciScd per- 
Bonagea in order ; giving- the precedence, as is Jnosl fit, 
to ODF own illaelrious patron, the Cliampiua of Bog- 
land and hero of the " Fairio Qncen," St. George. 



St. Geohgk op Cappadocia. 

Lax. Sanctui OcorBiui. IlaL. £an Olurglo. Fr. SsIdI a«rgH, 
)e IriB-lDyal Clicniller dn U ChreUoDneti. Otr. Vrt llclUgs 
GflOTifluBf or, mote pnpulKrl;, Jorg or GeifTgr Fatron of 
Zogluiil, of Oenuktiy, flf Venice. Patron i^ut Dt KJdlera ujd 

TlTR Ieg;end of St. George came to us from tJie 
Eait ; where, nndcc varioua forniB, as Apollo and Iho 
Ffthon, as Bellerophon and the Chimera, as Fecseiu 
and i!ie Sea-monBtor, we see perpetnallj recnrring the 
mythic allcgorj b/ which was Bgured the conquest 
achieved by beneficent power over the tyranny of 
wickedness, and ^hich ccappcars in Chribtiitn Art in 
the legends of Hk Michael and half a hundred olhec 
Bwnts. At an early period we find this lime-oonaecrat- 
ed mylh traasptanted into Christendom, and aesLiming, 
by deprcts, a peculiar coloring in conformity with the 
spirit of a martini and religious age, nnlil the classical 
demi-god appeals bcforo us, traiLsliirmed into that 
doDghty slayer of the dragou and nxlruseor of woman's 
wrongs, St. George, — 

" Tclad la nilKht; tiws ind aUveF ahleia, 
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Spenser, honeier, makes his " patron of true holinesse " 
rslher nnwilling to rononncB hii kniylilhaod for his 
tainlliood .■ — 

" Cut d«aa of vTOB must I at lul bn tila 
To ]«?e, and l44];^fl tuvo ao deorlj buu^htF" 
The legend of St Gootgo, as it was accepted by the 
people und srlisla of llio middle ages, runs tliua : — 
~ tPBs H native of Cappadoeia, livinj; >a the tim« 
of tlie Emperor Diocleliaa, bom of noble Christian 
psrenla, and a tribune in the aimj. It is related that 
n travelling to join his legion ho came to a certuia 
dij in Libja callvd Seione.* The itihabitHnts of 
thii cily wore in great tronble and conalcmatioa in 
cotl9e<]lienee of the ravages of a monatroua dragotv 
wluch isaoed fh>ni a neiglibaring lako or marah, and 
devoured the flocks and herds of the people, who had 
lakwi tefiige within iha walls: and lo prevent him from 
approaching tlie city, tlm air of which was poisoned 
bf bis peBtifvrous breath, Ihcj offered hint dailj (wo 
■beep ; Bad when the sheep were' exhausted, they wore 
d to lacrifiin to htm two of their childrea doilj, ta 
the rest. Tbn children, were taken bj lot (uU 
DOdcr the age of flfleen) ; and the whole city was filleil 
with raoumitig. with iho lamentations of buruaved 
pareatB and the cries of the innocent victims. 

So\r the king ofthia city had ono daagbier, Bseoed- 
Jogly ftuT, and her name was Cleodolinda. And after 
me time, when many people had perished, the lot 
I upon her, aad the monarch, in bis despair, offered 
all his gold and trcasarea, and eren the half of his 
kingdom, to redeem her; but the people murmured, 
aaying, •■ Is this just, King ! that thou, by thine 
own edict, hast mode us desolate, and behold now 
than wonldst withhold tbino own child '! " — and they 
waited mora and more vrroth, and they threatened to 
bam him in hig palace unless tbe prinixss was deliv- 
np. Thea the king submitted, and aeked only 
; KBue asihore tbe Kens 'a Uil at Ssrjtiu (Ba^euUi) Id 
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a delay of eight tlnyl to bewiul her fate, whieh was 
gratileU ; and at tlic end of eight daja, the pnncesB, 
being clothed in her rojoJ robes, was led forth as a vip. 
lim for sacrifice, and ehc fell Dt her ftther'a feet and 
uked Ilia bleBSing. Buying that she whb ready to die for 
ber people : and then, amid Kan and lamentatloDS, slie 
waa put forth, and the gains shut igaiost her. Slowly 
ahe walked lowanls the dwelling of the dragon, the 
path being droorily ttrcwn with the honca of fornwr 
Ticdms, and bIiu wept as sbe went on lier way. Now, 
at this time, 6t, George was poEsing by, moanled oa 
hiu good steed ; and, being moved id «« so LcautifDl 
B vil^in in toarg, he paused to ask her why ahe wq)t, 
and she lold him. And ho said, " Pear not, for I will 
deliver yon 1 " and she replied, " O noble youth I tony 
Dot here, lest thou petieh with tne 1 bat fly, 1 beseech 
tface 1 " But St, Gcor^ would not ; and he s^, 
" God forbid that I should fly I I will lift my hand 
Bgaitist this lisbihly thing, and will delircr tbee through 
the power of JeEua Christ I " At. (hat moment tlie 
monaler was seeo emeiging from his lair, and half- 
Crawling, half-flyltig lownrda them. Then the virgin 
princess trembled exceedingly, and erieii out, "51y, I 
beseech lliee, brave knight, and leave me here to die I " 
Bot ho answered oot ; only making the sign of the 
cross and railing on thti name of the Itedcemer, ho 
sparred towards the dragon, nnd, afler n teniUe and 
prolonged combat, ho pinned him to the earth with big 
lance. Then he desired the princess lo bring her gir- 
dle ; and he bound the dragon fast, and gave the gir- 
dle to her hand, and the BUbdueil monstvr crawled aticT 
them like a dog. In this guise they approached the *ity. 
The people being greatly terrified, St, George called 
nut to ihcm, saying, " Ft3sr nothing ; only bElieve in 
the God through whoso might I have conquered this 
advcisgry, and be baptized, and I will destroy him bb- 
(ore your oyes." So tho king and his pco[ilo believed 
and wore bapliied. — twenty thoosand people in ono 
day. Then St. George slew tho dragon and cut off 
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his head ; and the hin^ bectowed great rewBrds and 
treaBures on tlie Ticlorioas knight; bat he dietribnted 
all to the {loor, And kept nothing, and went on liia 
wny, and came 10 Palestine. At thai lime the edict 
of the Emperor Diocletian ngainst the CiiriBtiana was 
pahliahul. Bad it was affixed lo Che gates of the rom- 
plcB, and in the pnijlic marlcela ; and men read it with 
terror, and hid iheir faces ; but 8t. CJeorge, when he 
saw it, was filled with iudignatioD, (he Epiril of cour- 
Bge rrom on high came npon him, and he tore it down, 
and trampled it under liis Teet. Wlicrcupoa he was 
seized, and carried befbre Dndan, the profonsut, and 
<OTidcmDod to snftur during- eight da^ Ihu most cruol 
tortures. First they hound him on n wooden crosB 
and tore his body wiili sharp iron nails, and then they 
■Dorcbed and burned him with torehes, and rubbed salt 
into his smarting wounds. And when Dacian saw that 
St. Geo^^ was not to bo vanquished hy torments, lio 
called to his aid a CBrtain enchanter, who. after invok- 
tng hia demons, minglud strong- poison with a cup of 
wiBO and presented it to the iaint. He, hnving mada 
the aign of tlie cross and recommended himself to God, 
drank it off without injury (an expressive allegory, 
aigtiifyinK the power of Christian Imth to expel and 
defeat evil). When the magician saw tliis miracle, he 
fell at tlia feet of the saint, ftnd declared himself a 
Christian. Immediately the wlrked jadj^ mused (he 
enchanter to bo beheaded ; and St. Gcoigc was bound 
npon a wheel full of sharp blades ; but iho whcul was 
broken hy two angels who descended from heaven. 
Tbereopon they flung him into s caldron of iKiiling 
lead : und when tlie; believed that they liad subduod 
Mm by the force of torments, they bronght him to 
■he Mmple to aasist at tlie sacrifice, and the people ran 
in cruwds to behold his iiumiiiation, and tiie priests 
mocked him. Bat St. Qeorgo knelt down and pmycd, 
Aud tlntodcr and Ughtning from heaven fell ujion the 
temple, and destroyed it and dia idols ; and tlie priests 
■ml many people were cruaked beneath tho ruins, at 
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■t tho prater of tha son of MaQoah in anr^ient tiniM. 
Then Dorian, seized irith n^ and terror, commanded 
that the Christian knigijt should bo buheudod. Ha 
beat his necit to the sword of llie executioner, aud re- 
ceived Lravely nnd thankfully the Btrotc of dtrath. 

St George i* pBrticiUarlj honored by llio Greeks, 
who phice him as cajitnin at ihe head of tlic noble nxtaj 
of msrtjiB, with the title of thk objbat masttb. 
Tho FBTerence paid to liito in the East is of such no- 
tiquit;, that ono of the first churrhes erected by Cour 
stanline, aAor his profession of Cbrislianily (Miue- 
qoently within twenty jcars aftec the supposed death 
of the saint), was in honor of St. George. In the 
West, however, his apneryphnl legend wcs not accept- 
ed, and was, in fact, repudiated from the oSiixt of the 
Chun^h by Pope Gelasius in 494, when he reformed 
the calendar. Il was then decided that St. Cjeorge 
should bo placed in the c(kte|>ory of those saiiita "whoso 
names are jiistiy reverenced among men, but whosa ao- 
tions are known only 1o God." After lids penod we 
do not hear much of hira till tho first cruaade, when 
the assistnnce he is said To have vouchsafed to Godliej 
of Boulogne made bis name as a military saint famous 
flironi^hout Europe. Tlie panicuhir veneration paid to 
him in England dales from the time of Hichard L, 
who, in the wars of Palcatioe, placed faimEcIf and his 
army andci tho especial |irolection of St. George. la 
laas his letist was ordered to bo kept as a holiday 
throughout England ; and the inslitulion of iho Order 
of the Gartor, in 1330, seems to Lave complolod liis in- 
■oguration as our patron eaint.* 

Tlie devotional representations of St. Geoniio, which 
areof very frequent occurrence, may be divided into two 
* There liuatAi proof Uut SL Gporge wu (wpulurlti EhEACotm- 
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elsssea : 1. Those in which he is atanding as patron 
taioi, alone, or groupeil with other saiuta in the Ma- 
donna picturoa. 2, Thow ia which he vaaquishoa tho 
dragon. 

, la iho gingie fignres St G«otge is osaally repre- 
Bented young, or in llie prime of life. In the Greek 
ind Italian pioturaa he ii generally boardlcsei, hut heard- 
ed in tlia Garjnan pictures. His lur and cxpresiiian 
shanld be serenely trinnlphaQt: he oaght to wear a 
complete suit of armor, being the same specified hy 
St. Paul (Ephes. tI,), — "The bronstplate of nghteoiis- 
, tiui ahidd of fatlh, the lielmet of salvalion, and 
iword of the Spirit, which is the word of God." 
Somettmes lie wears tbc claasioal armor of a Roman sol- 

. lometiraes he is armed as a knight of romance. Id 
Uie hand ha bears the pnim, in the oCher a lance ; from 
•rhieh, occaaionally, floats a banner wilti a red croaa. 
lanue is often broken, because in his legend it is 
that, " his lance beinir broken, he slew the dragon 
with his dword." The slain dragon lies at his fuct. 
This is the mual manner of reprcsontatian, but it is 
oecssionatly varied ; lor instance, when he stands l>e- 
Ibre OS as the patron saint of England and of the Order 
at the Garter, he has the garter buckled round his knee, 
and the star of the order embroidered on his mantle. 
When he flgurcs as patron sunt of Venice, ho etanda 
leaning on his sword, [ho lance and imnner in his hand, 
and the dragon nsnally omitted. 

Bticlt reprcsentaiions in the early Italian pictures are 
iften of eicqnlsite beauty, combining the attitude and 
bearing of the victorious warrior with the mild, devout 
expression of the martyr saint. For example, in a 
pictDre by Ciina da Concgliano,* ho stands to tbe 
right of the throne of the Madonna, one hand grasp- 
ing the lance, the other resting on the pomme! of his 
iword, and in his youthful features an exprcasi 
linoly candid and serene : there iu no dragoi 
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u the lamoiu Madonna del Trono b/ Fra BarlolO' 
meo,* 8l George aunds bj (ha IhTonD in u full 8uii 
of steel plale armor, villi tn. air wliich VoBori ba« 
inily cicscribod aa "Jitm, proiita, vicaix " ; and j«, on 
bis dear, open liruw. sn exptcssion becatQiog the Chria- 
tian saint : h« lears the standard fnrlod. 

I heliora the beaatirul little Venetian picture once ia 
tba colbriioD of Mr. Rogers (luid then ealltd Gaston 
de Foik) to 1)0 a study for a St. Geor(,'B, either by 
Giorgione or Bonifacio : and tiioae to whom llic Veoe- 
tian altar-piena are familiar can hsvo no doubt as lo 
the snbject iatendod.t 

In a. picture by Tintoretto,! St. George, as patron 
of Venice, ia seated an the slcps of tbe thnino of the 
Madonna, like a colestlai goard ; while ibe Venetiaa 
nignoria aro npproacbing to worsbipi 

S^ George, slaading in armor, points upwards with 
one bond, and in the other holds an inscription, " (iiid 
ions retrHma t>ilo." Id a picture by Gioltino, in (be 
S. Anostasia, Verona. 

Among ths most celebrated single flgaiea of 8L 
GeoTge mnat be Qieotioncd the fine atacac bj Dontt- 
tello on the exterior of [ho Or San Michele at Flor^ 
ence : he ia in complete urmor, without suord or lance, 
bareheaded, and leaning on his shield, vhicli displays 
(bo cross. Tbe noble, tranquil, serious dignity of this 
figure admirably expresses the Christian warrior : it !■ 
■□ exactly the conceptiou of Speuser, that it immtd*- 
Rtely Buggeets his lines, — 
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As a uigniU exajnplo of a wiiully difieraut feeling and: 
ITBatinenl, may be menCioaeil the Si. Georgo to. Cor^ 
VBi^lu'u " Madoimai ili San Giorgio " : * licm liis liubit. 
* kl of n Roniaii soldier; hi« atutude bold and, 
inarlial; &nil, Eurnius to ibe spectator with n look of 
ndiatit triumph, hs Bots his foot on thu buad of Ihv- 
tanitiiialied dragon. 



S. In tliB siibjoct called famLliarly St. Gstri/e aad tAa 
i^yim. we must be toniful to dinting ttiuh between t)ia 
m/i^H unJ [ho aetiun. Where wo have merely the 
S^ura of St. George in the Act of vaaquialiing the 
diBgon, — ra ia the insigaia of the Order of Ihe 
Qarler, ob iMiua, in the luirvjugs of old Oottiio 

hex, in tmcieot sCsiqcd gloss, &»;., — the repre- 
•entfttioa is strictly derotional and allegorical, signify- 
iag the viclory of bith or holiau£8 oier oil the powers 
Of eril. But where St. George in seen es t^mbaCant, 

^ i8»aB of the combat yet undecided ; wliera. 
luaries axe introduced, as die walla of the city 
background, Crowded with au^iious sjioctatora ; 
where the priiwega, praying with folded hatidn fbf 
deliverer, is & oinspicuoas and important personage, 
iheu the reptesBntaiioa becamca dramatic and hisi 
hall it is cleanly a aceno, an incident. In the formec 
iiKtaoeo, the treatmetit sliould Ue limple, idoal, »culp- 
t&ral; in the latter, pictnrcaqoo, draraotic, fandfuL 

Tbera ue two little pictui'es by Raphael which mayi 
bo cited A» signal eKampIOd of Uiu two styles of ireot- 
Tlie Hi^t. which is ia the Lourru, a serenely 

It and purely allegorical conception, rcpresenti, 
St. Oeorgo aa llie Christian warrior, combating witit 
qiiritual arms, aud assured of conquest ; for thus hoi 
•ita upon hia milk-white itceil, and with aucli a tran- 
^nil and even careless scom prepares to strike off thA 
' ' of the writliing moualer beneath. Very diUbren^ 
csnceptiou, is the second picture, in which St. 
George figures as ttie cbani[jiaa of England; ban 
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he is rustling at) the dragon aa ono ivho Dinst conquer 
or die, and translixcs tlie monster vith his luice : tho 
rescued priticess is sma in the background. TliiB pic- 
tare WHS pMDted as a present from the Dako of UtWoo 
to Henr; VII. ; &nd St. George has the garter utd 
motlo round his knee. It is now at St, Pcicrslmre. 

When tJie prttieees is intnHlaccd in the devotional 
reprasontatioQs, ehe is clearly sn ailegorinil perwinage, 
tepresonting truth or innocence, — the Una of Spenser. 
I COD recollect but ooa instance in -which she Iim the 
Itunb ; in this exumplc, livwcvcr, llie treatment is asy- 
thing but derotionBl, Ic is an exquisite little print, 
by Lucas Tan Leydco, which appean to repreient the 
meotiDg of St. George and the princess before the mn- 
qaest of the dragon : ahc has been wecpinji, and ia 
drying hor eyes with the back of her hand, white St. 
George comforts her, as tie may see, with gallant as- 
■nratices of deliverance; his squire in the bBckground 
holds hU hoise. Some other examples of this early 
treatment hy tho Gorman piunters are Tcry cnriona : 
vhother historical or allegorical, ihey coDceived it 
wholly in a romnniic and cliivalroua spirit. We hava 
tha casque and floating plume, the twisted mail, tlie 
spurs, the long hair, the banner, the attendant aqnire. 
Albert Dtircr has j^ren ns four prints of St. George : 
in one of thorn ha ia standing wiili the red-crosa banner, 
and has hjs hair confined in a kind of net cap, such as 
the knights of the fiftoeuth ccDlury worn under the hel- 
met; his plnmed caaqnc and the tanqnished drogDn lie 
at his feet ; he has rather a long bcatil, and all llie air 
of a veteran knight. Sometimes St. George is seen on 
homhai-k, bareheaded, with his helmet at his saddle- 
bow, while the rescued princess walks beside him, 
leading the woanded dragon bound in her girdle. In 
Tintoretto's picture in oar National Gallery, the con- 
qiUBt of tlie dragon is treated qnite in ihs dramatic 
and historical style : here tho comlial takes place id 
tho luu'k;^und ; and llio princess, who is iu front, 
leema to wiah, yet dread, to louk round. 
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In the spirited akel^h by Tintoretto, at IlBinptaa 
Court, St. Gcorgo haa bound ilia monster, ami t)m 
Frincess CteodoUnda holds one end of tlio girdle. 
Tlie BtiDie incitlent, bat mora dramUic and picturesque 
reslmcDt. we find in tha Queea'a OiUery, painted 
by RabenR foe our Charlca I, In Ihis picture ttie 
laintly legend ia exhibited as n scetie iu a iiiclodrama, 
and made the rebicle for signitii^aac and not iniippro- 
priate Oattorj. Tbe ai^tioa passes in a. Hub landsrape, 
representiag in the baekgroutid a distant view of the 
Thamet, and Windsor Caatla ta it then stood. Seat 
the centra is BE. George, with his ri^ht loot on the neck 
of the Tanquiehed dragon, pnsenting to the daughter 
oT^ Kin;; of Selene — the fair PrincM^ss Cleodolinda — 
' e end of the girdle which she lud given liim lo bind 
« monstor : the saint and the princess are portraits 
of Charles L and Henrietta- Maria. Nearer to the spec- 
tator, on the left, ia a group of (bur females, bewailing 
the ravsges of the bcnst, exhibited in the dead bodies 
Ijing near tliGm, and from tbo tliglit of win'ch two in- 
bnts recoil with homir. Behind, tlic squire of the 
aainll; knight is seen mounted and armed cap-ti-pie, 
and bearing Ma banner nith the red cross ; a page 
holds Ms horse : bejond lliem is seen a group of per- 
is on a high bank, and others mounted on trees, who 
tatrej the seene ; and on the other side, three females, 
who irs ambraeiog each other, and, ns the French csta- 
logm has it, "O^moignont par leur attitude una fi^ayeur 
"■fe de joie." Two angels from above dcstcnd with 
tba palm and the ianrel to crown the eonqnoror. The 
pictora, like the St. Qeorga of Raphael, alrcitdj men- 
id, has to an Englishman a sort of national ltitcrc«t, 
being pointed lor one of our Idn^, in honor of our 
nttetar siunt. Afler the death of Cbarlca I. it wus sold 
ODt of England, passed into the Orleans Gallery, naa 
brought back to England In 1798, and subaequcntly 
porchiued by George IV. 

There is a bEBuliful modem bas-relief b; Si'hwan- 
ibokr, in whieh St. Cieorge, with his iboE on ihc 
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dTBgon, is preEEQttag tbg ond of the girdLs to the 
reecued princess. 

Ic nppeara to me an nnpardonable mmlake in point 
of seotimant when the princess is Seeing in Icrrar, as in 
one of L. Caracci's finest pifCures, where slie appeals 
in iho forap:raiind, and i in media tclj commands atten- 
tion." BichardsaD preiaea the figure, uid witb justice: 
be saja, " The lady, that flics in a fright, hae the most 
noble and goitiie Bllitudo imaginable. Sha is dressed 
all in wliite, she mns awnj, tier bock is towards yao, 
bat her head, taming over hor sbouldcr, ebowa a proHle 
exquisitely beautiful, and with a line expresaion." 
Fine expression of what 1 — of fiar f It shocks our 
bettor judgmtnit. The noble prinL'ess oT the legend, 
who was ready to die for her people, and who entreated 
St. GmrgD to ICBiVG her rather tlian expose his iife, was 
not likely to fly when ho was combaliBg for lier sake ; 
she puts up prayers Ibr bur deliverer, and abides tha 
issne. So Spouaec's Una, the Cleodolioda of the 
l{gend : — 

" ITtlh folded handi, and liTiwi Ml lowlr b^nt, 



But pAyiflg, am did wake, luid nkia^ did lamont.'' 
And thus the ancient painters, with a true and clev»tsd 
feeling, uniformly represBQl her. 

Bichaidsua, in his praise of this ptclurc by Ludovico, 
which be calls a " miraculoua picture," scatns to have 
fbipitten the principle he Las iiimself laid down, with 
ex^leut taste, thou((h the e^preasion be somewhat 
homely. " If tha workmanship be never so oxquiaiie, 
if the pencil or ohiiol be in the utmost degree line ; and 
the idea of tbo peraons or tilings represented id low, or 
disagreeable ; the work may Iw excellent, bat the pic- 
tura or sculpture is in tha main contempliblo, or of 
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^H Uttie woitli. Wheraaa, on the olhor liand, let Iha iieaa 
^H wc receive bo gnial and nabla, 't » CDrnparallvely of no 
^1 importance whether (lie work 13 rough or delicoto." 
,1 Tha devotiotta! flgureg of tho armed St. Georj^, willi 

his (bot ou tbe dragon, roeemble in Eentiment itad eig- 
Dificonce the fipjorea of St. Michael: where they are 

I repreranted together, the wings or the balanco dislin- 

guish the wtliuigel ; tha palm, the martyr. Tliero aro 
other militarj saints who have also the dmeoii, Ironi 
whom it ii lesa taay to diatingnish St, Gcori^c. St. 
Theodore of Heroclea and St. LoDginu9 hare tiolh this 
aciribiuo, The reader will find in the Itgonils of thuie 
loiDla the points which diadnvuiah tliem. 

It raiial be obBcryeiJ that the dragon in Ihc mjTih of 

Si. George never haa the human or aatanic lineaments, 

in the legenilaof St. Michael; nor do 1 know of any 

taoce in which the utuat dnigon-tjpe, suL'h osvre see 

in all the eSigies o[ the conquering St. Geoige, hoi 

:n departed from: the gigantio crocodile bead; the 

bnueu scales, that, when he moved, were na " the 

duhiog of an armor bright"; tha unormona wings, 

'*lifcc nnto biuIb in which tho hollow wind is gnthered 
fiill"; tlia volaminoua tall, termioatiug in asting; and 
the iron teeth and claws ; compose the " dreadful 
keaatj" — which in a beast, and nothing mure. 

PiL'tnrea from the life of St. George as a aeries occur 
Tccy seldom. I believe that tha reason muv be found 
ia the abjection of his legend from Iha otlii'o of the 
ChoTch of Itoioe u early ns llie sixth cunlur}'. he buing 
placed by Pope Gutasiua in the Dumber of thoaa aaintl 
"whoM names anil whoso victaca were rightly adored 
by men, but wltuse actions were known only to God." 
"" ia has not prevented his legend from beln^ one of 
most pojiular bi tliose European atory-buoka where 
be fibres ai one of tlio Buvea Cliampions of Chris- 

Tliero ia a series of early frescos in the chap 
Ban Giorjjio at Padua, pointed, oa ii 
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the Bchool af GJotto, prindjially by Jnropo AvaTm and 
Altifhieri. They «ie attanged in tlie tbllowiog or- 

1. Tha coinbat with tho dragon ; tho city ib eecn in 
the backgroiuid, wiib tbe walls rrowdcd with spcctnton. 

3. Tho hnptiam of tho liing, iho qupon, tlie princcM, 
ani] bU the rourt. The eceno is tlie ititerior of tbe 
church, which, according' to tbe legend, waa built by 
the commBiid of St. Gcorgio, atUr the conqueat of tho 
dragon : tha king is kncoling at tho fotit, holding Mi 
crown in hia hand; St. George ia pouring water upon 
bis head Irom a Tase : the aaint is not here Id armor, 
bat wears a white tunic, with the pointed sboea and 
spurs of a cavalier of the tbarleeoth century. Tbe 
queen and princess kneel behind the kiug. 

Tbe four frescoa in tho lower range reprcBsnt the 
roanjrdom of the saint. 1. St. George, habited in a 
long loose manilp, drinks off the poison prosenied by 
the magician, who tooka on with surprise. E. St 
George stretched on tho wheel, which ia destroyed \if 
angela. 3. The (all of tlie temple of Apollo at the 
prayer of St. George, who ia kiweling in Tront. 4. St 
Goorgo is beheaded outside tho city: the executioner 
stands beside him with hia sword raised ; the aaint 
knoela with hia hands joined, and with a mild, icaigned 
expression. In all thcae conipofiiiiona St. George is 
repreaenled bearded, as a man in tbe prime of life, and 
not aa a youth. 

Tho hiatory of St. George aa patron of Venice, as 
vietor, not aa martyr, haa been painted by Vittore 
Carpaccio in three hoautifiil pietnrea : 1. The combat 
witb the dragon. 2. He is receiyed by the king and 
people in triamph. 3. The conversion and baptism of 
the king and his court : the most conspicnoua ligurc is 
that of tbe princess, who, witb her long golden hair 
flowing over her ahouldera, her hands Joined, and with 
a most lovely expression, kneels to receive baptism 
frotn her pioua and chivaJroua deliverer.* 
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Of the TQuiTrdoni of St. Ghorge, aa a separate sab- 
ject, there are several Gac csnnipluB, but I du not knov 
aaj of veiy early dale. The leading idea ia in all the 
mtoe; lio kneels, and an exocutioiier prepans to sirike 
oflT his hend with a sword. la the churcli of Sbq 
Giorgio, at Verona, I hbw over the high altar thia 
suliject by Paul VeroDese, treated in hia usual gorgeous 
Btyle: St. George, stripped to tha waist, kneels to re- 
c^ve t!ie blovr ; a monk staiids at his side (ne are left 
to wonder how he got there) ; the Virgin in glory, with 
St. Peter and St, Paul, and a boat of angels, appear 
io the opening heavens above.* The composition by 
Bubena, painted for the chopol of St. George do Licre 
near Antwerp, ia very line and full of character. In 
the compo^itioa of Vandyck, he is represented as sac- 
rificed to an idol. The drawing is, I think, in the 
oollMtion of Sir Robert Peel. 

St. George and the dragon, and hia martyrdom, Itro 
tiie oanal euhjecta io the many churches dedicated to 

His church at Rome, &t the foot of the FakEine, 
called, from ila simotion, San Giorgio-in-VoIatiro, wo* 
built by Leo 11. ia 682. Id b. casket under the altsr 
ia preserved, aa a ptecions relic, a (ragnient of his 
banner; and on the vault of the apais ia an ancient 
pMDlfug, the copy of a more ancient mosaic, which 
OQve existed [here. In the t'entro ataoda tlie Ucdeemor 
between the Virgin and St. Peter; on one side, St. 
George on horaehaek, with his palm as martyr, aud Ilia 
stAnditrd ai the "JUd-Crosa Knight"; on the other 
nde, 8t, Sebastian standing, bearded, and with otto 
long arrow. From the ^me that these two saints wera 
anited in the popular fancy aa martyra and warriors, 
they are most frcqaently found in companionship, por- 
Eieubu'ly in the Italian works of art. In the French 

Dt (lie tnlelxr Mint, topiasimimi di figure delle pii varit. 
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jnctnrea and Gothic Bcalpture, St. Geoi^ dixn not 
often nppair, iin<l ibcn usually in comptmionship witb 
St. Maurico or 8t, Victor, isXat >ro likewise miliUTy 
■aints. In llic Ocrrnnn pictures he is otlGn sccompa- 
niwt bj St. FiorinB. 



St. Seda^tiad. 

Cdl. Banctai BeboilliiDUK. Hal. Sua Bebuliino) or 8h Bu- 
Uaiio Ft. Si. Sibmtlin. l^Uruii salal ngnluit iilagac ud 
puUlsDce. Jbduut 30, J. D. 333. 

Tbs «tory of St. SclmBtian ii of grral beauty and 
great antiquity ; it huB ulso the rare merit of beinE 
better i.atheiiticnleil in tite leading inclileDle, and less 
mixed up with inrrcdibla and BcCitiaue matter, than 
most of the antique legends. 

Ho waH a nativo of Narbonno, iti Gaol, the ton of 
no))le parents, who hod held high offices in tlie empire. 
He was himself at an early age promoted to the com- 
mand of a company in the Pnclorian Guards, so that 
lie wm always n<!ar the person of the emperor, ind 
helil in especial faTor, At this ttmo ho was secnttlj 
a Christian, bat liis fiiith only rendered him more lo^ 
to his mnsters; mote Iwllifnl in all his cngagemcDte ; 
more mild, more charitable; while his favor with hii 
prinrw, and his popularity with the troops, ensbled him 
to prolort those who were perscc^ulcd. for Christ's sake, 
and to convert many to the truth. 

Among his friends were two young men of noble 
family, soldiers like himself; their uomea were Marcu 
sod Marcetllnua. Being convicted of being Christiaiii, 
they were coBdomoed to the lortnre, which tiiey ra- 
dured witb atiahsken firmness, and were afterwatdt led 
forth to death; but tlieir aged father and mother threw 
lliBmselvca in the way, and their wives and childrea 
gatlicred around tliem, beseeching them with tears and 
uipplicutioiu to recant, and cave themselvca, ctcq for 
Iho take of those who loved and could not survive 
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them. The (wo jonng heroes, who hnd endureii tor- 
tnrea without shrinking, tieg&n lo relcnland lo treralilo; 
bat U this critit^ moment St. Sebastinn. Tie);ler(ing 
hia own a&fctj, ruahed rocword, and, by his cxliorta- 
tioiu> enconToged them rather to die than to renmince 
*thoir Redratner; and such was tlic power of hia elo- 
qaenee, that not only were his friends strengtiieiieil and 
confirmed in their faith, bnt &11 thoee who wetc present 
were coRvertMt : the iatnilj of tiko condemned, the 
guardti, tnd eren the judge himself, yielding to the 
irreiistibto fores of hia Hrguments, were secretly bnp- 
tised. Marcos and Mareellinug were for this timo 
UiVed ; bat in a few months aftcrwnrda they were 
denounred, with the whole Chriatimi community, and 
pat to death ; they died together, singing; iviih a load 
Toice, " Behold, how goodly and j^rafliona a tiling' it is, 
brotbers, to dwell together in amity " ; and the other 
oonrerls were put lo crael deaths. At length it came 
to the lara of SebHstiBH. 

Bnt previoosly ^e emperor, who loved liim, sent for 
hira and remonstrated with him, sojing ! " Have I not 
always honorcii thee above the rest of my officers ? 
Why host thou disobeyed my commands, and insulted 
my gods ! '' To which Sebiialian replied, with cqnal 
(oeeknesB and courage : " O Cnear, I have ever prayed, 
in ^te name of Jmns Christ, for thy prosperity, and 
bare been iroe to tliy sorvi«e; but as for the gods 
whom ihou wonldat liave mo worship, thoy bits devils, 
or, at best, idols of wood and stone." 

Than Dioeictiao ordemd tiiat he should bo hound to 
■ Make and shot to death with Hirotva ; and tliat it 
tboqld be inscribed on the stake, and pnliHahcd to the 
troi^, that he suliered lor being a Christian, and not for 
any other taalt. And SebBstian having been pierucd 
with many arrows, the Brehera left him for dead; bnt 
in the middle of the night, Irene, the widow of one of 
his tiHtrtyred friends, came with her ntlendnnM 10 take 
his Imdy flwuy, that she might bury it honorably; and 
It was found that none of the arrows hail pierced hint 
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in & Tital part, and th»t he vet liroaihed. So they 
carried him to her house, and h» wounds vere dr^Hcd; 
Kni) the pioQB nidow lendad him uight anil daj, until 
be had wlmlly recovered. 

When his Christian fiiooda came sronnd him, they 
I'DDDUilled litm to flj from Rome, knowing that if he 
were onte diacovercd liicro would ha no meny shown 
to him. Buc Seha^tliin felt that this was not a lime lo 
bide himself, liut to stand forth boldly Had openly Sot 
the faith be proteased ; and he went to the palace and 
stood before the gate, on llio Bicps wbitb ho knew the 
emperor must descend on bis way to the Capitol ; and 
ho raised his voiL-e, pleading for those who wore con- 
demned to snfler, and icproaching tbe emperor with hia 
intoloranee and cruelty ; nnd the emperor, looking on 
him with amazement, said, " An thou not Sebastian ? " 
And he replied, "I am Sebastian, whom God batb 
delivered from thy liand, tliat I might testify to the 
faith of JesuB Christ and pl'Cad for his scrrantB." Then 
Diocletian in bis fury commanded that they shotlld 
sdze Sebastian and cany him to the Circns, and tieat 
him to death with clubs ; and, tlmt bia body might he 
forever hidden from his tricnds, it was thrown into lbs 
Cloaca Maxima. But these precautions were in viun, 
for a Christian lady, named Lncina, found means to 
recover tlie body of tbe saint, and interred it accretlj in 
tbe caiacomba, ai the feet of St Peter and St Paul. 

It is probably from the nssociation of the arrows 
with hia form and story, that St. Sehasium bas been 
regarded from the Hrsl ages of Chnstianily as tbe pro- 
tecting sunt against plagne and peatilerico. Arrows 
have been from all nntiqnity the emblem of pestilence ; 
Apollo was llie deity who inflicted plagne, therefore was 
invoked with prayer and aacnfice agnjiiEt it; and to 
the honors of Apollo, in this particular character, St. 
Sebastian has succeeded. It is in this charaeter that 
nnmcTous chnrches have been dedicated to him ; for 
according to tbe legendary traditions there is scarcely ■ 
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cilj or Earope that Irna not hoon tared bj the inter 
ceasion of St. Sebastian. 

His chuivJi at Rome, buiU over that part of tho 
catacomhB caJlud tho tetoeiecy of Calixtns, ia one of 
the seven BoailicHS, uid alanda about two milca fmoi 
tha city oD the Via Appia, oateide tbe gate of Son 
SebastiaiKf. All tiaecs of tlie ancient church hava 
4iBappcared, having been rebuilt in 1611. Under the 
bigh altar is tho recombcat gtatne of the Saint. The 
•Imoat coloaaal form tiea deiul, the head resting oa 
ilia helmet and armor. It a ovidentlj' modelled iTom 
nuttre, ood is, perhaps, tlio finest thing ever dcaignod 
by Bemitil : the executioa waa intrusted to liis pupiL 
Thwv ia a fine cast in the Crystal ralacc. 

The most interesting, thaugb certiunly not the most 
bcan^ul, elGgy of St. Sebaaiion existing at Rome is a 
tnty ancient mosaic, pnoerved in the Church of San 
Fietro4n-Vincoli, and Eupposed to have been executed 
in 6Sa. Nothing can be more unlike the modom coa- 
ceptioD of the aspect and character of this l^vorite 
Hunt. It ropmsontB him ns a bearilud warrior, in Um 
Sonun habit, weariog tbe cuirasB, and over it the long 
garment or toga; in bia hand what socms to be the 
crown of miirtyrdom. On a marble tablet, on ana side 
of tbo efSgy, is the foUoiving loscription in Lnlin; I 
give the iraoslation Erooi Mr. Percy's " Homo and 
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ba conRcvnrtd do 9e1nHE1iin tbe Harlyr ; irblch thing hflinf dooe 

This was jiut s hundred jaxs after the fiinuns 
ptigue of the time or Gregory tho Great. From this 
time, Che eac! of the KveDth centuiy, St. SebaaliBD has 
been ncccpleil as the nniveiBBi patron BgaiuEt the plague. 

Ho is BBpcriaJlj popular as a subject of An all down 
the EBStern coast of Ilalj", in cooseqaeuce of the preva- 
lencB of plague in those diaCricta ; aometiraes he is rep- 
reaenicd with his rolio outspread, and pratectiDg the 
p«opte beneath tirim ahowcrs of arrotra ; sometimei as 
interceding nt the ixt of iho Virgin, who at bia en- 
treal; commands the destrojriug angel to sbcatbe bis 

The mom modern devotional Ggnres of St. Sebastian 
rarely e^liibit him in nnj- other charactw than that of 
the mart^T: even as patron saint the leading idea is 
still the same, for the arrows by which he is iransfixed 
ajmlmlize also the shaRs. uf tiio pestilence; and they 
are the attribute, not merely of the suffering and death 
of tho martyr, bnt of the power of the Baini. He is a 
beantiful Apollo-like figure, in the bloom of youth, nn- 
draped, bonnd to a tree or a colnmn, and pierrod by 
one or geyeral arrows. He is kiokiug up to heaven 
with an expression of enthusissric faith or mild resign 
nation, while an angel descends from above with tha 
crown and palm. The variations are merely those of 
attitude and detail ; sometimes his armor is seen lying 
at his feet ; sometimes ha is not pierced by the arrows, 
only bonnd, and tbo arrows afe lying at the fool of the 
tree. In the old pictures die backgronnd is frequently 
a court or ball of the imperial palnce ; in all the mod- 
ern pictures tho Imckgronnd ia hmdacape, — the garden 
on the Palatine Hill, where, according to tradition, the 
scene look place. Sonietimes soldiers or arubera are 
seen in the diatance. Though geDeraJly young, be ia 
not o/ipftys so. Albert DiitEt and the Germans giva 
him a respectable beard. Domcnichino has also rcpre- 
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wntal hiffi as a man abont thirty, copvin); in this ths 
■cient raosiuc in San Pietro-in-Vinc'oli. 

In Che pinntes of the throneil Madonna, St. Bebas> 
lui» 18 ireqncnily intTOdnfed, atanding on ono side, 
■now-pierced, wMi his hands bound licbind liim, and 
looking np W heaven. In gorao later picturra we see 
lim kneeling', and picHonting to the Virphi the arrowa 
with which he a pierced ; or lie is in armor, and mere- 
I; holds an arrow in his hand. 

In general the most ancient pictures and prints of 
this sahject ara not agreeable, from the siifT and de&o 
tire drawing; and in the modem schools, when it bo- 
«aine a faTOrite vehicle Ibr Hie exhihiiioa of elegant 
ferms and fine anatomical modelling, it was too obvi- 
odbIj a display of art. Wo most sock, therdbre, for 
the most beantitiil St. Sebastians in tboae works which 
dale between the two estremes ; and accordingly wO 
Hnd them in tbo pirtnres of Pcnigino, Francia, Laini, 
and tlie old Yenetian painters. I could not point to a 
more charming example of this treatmetit than the 
Pmncia ia onr National Oallciy. nor to a more perfect 
specimen of the taanr-JiiiTe sdiool than the Gntdo in 
Ae Dulwich Gallery. The St. SebaatiBn, u is well 
Icnown, was Gnido'i tavorite sabject ; he pfunted n 
kast aBven. Another inBtancc of tbia kind of oatent*- 
tions aentimeut in style is the Carlo Dolce in tlio Cor- 
AH Vaiaee ax Florence. 

The display of beaDtifnl Ibrm, pennirted and even 
consecnued by devotion, is so rare in Christian repre- 
•entaiions, that wo cannot wonder at the nvidity with 
whick this eulijoct was seized on, as soon bs the fim 
difficulties uf art wore overcome, nor at the maUiplidty 
of examples wo lind ia (be Later schoots, particalorlj 
the VBDelian and Bolof^now. It would cake pages to 
tiBumenite even a few of these ; but I must diruct at- 
tention to some examples of very beautiful or very 
peculiar tccatmcnl. 

1. B, Luiai. A beantiftil figure bound 
tena •mid tin boughs of which an angel looks 
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upon liim. Tlio oxpnssion of the head ui not that of 
eDtliusiuHtic faitb, but of mild, devout rtcignatiun,* 

2. Bultraffio. Bound to a trea, ho a wounded, but 
not transfixed, by ihc arrows. He is looking donu, — 
not up, BB IB usual; with long corling hair, and a 
charming BxpretuiDn of bcnigaitj and geotlencss-t 

3. Perogino. The BSJnt, in red draper;, holds in 
one liand the palm, in the other three arraWB.t An- 
other, in which ho is ittandiag; nndrapod, except that 
around hiu loins ihcro in no orohroidered Kwf; bis 
haods are boand behind him ; lie is tmustixed by three 
BiTOWB, and looking up with the uaunl enthasiastic 
expresaionj his long hair floating in curia apon Mt 
■houtdotB.§ Another, in wliich he kneels before the 
Vii^D ; in red drapery, transfixed by a sitigln arrow. | 

4. Matteo di Siena. Be stands aa one side of the 
Madonna, covered with wounds, but not traoEfixed by 
arrowa. In one hand a single arrow and a patm, in 
the other a martyr's crown. The head extremely flnu-T 

G. A. Maotegna- He is bound lu a pillar near a 
mined triumphal arch.** The ruined arch and the 
mined templea, eouietimca strewed round St. Sebastian, 
may Eignify the doBlmctton of the heathen powon; 
Otherwise, and iu the historical represenlations, it is an 
aaacbronism : — the Palatine was still in all its glory 
when Sebastian auBbred. 

6. Gioi^one. He la standing, bound lo an orange- 
tree, with his arms bound above his head; the dork 
eyes raiECd towards heaven. Hjb helmet aud armor 
lie at hia feet; hia military mautlo of greeoi embroid- 
ered with gold, is thrown round him. Thia pictnro, 

t Tlw poflralt, I IicUbto, Df Salalne, htowlf a rainier, whom 
Tuiri ityla " TQghimmii di graiin 1 4i bellrsz^," auri irlioH 
bmutllUI huw uul curlicg hair icaprlli risci e inanrllali) con- 
tlnuslly aiipcir la Ibe pleliun <jt Leouardu sud klH uhuol 
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with the doop-bino eky and the deep-gresn foliage, 
■rnict me us one of tLo mojt solomn KffiK'ta ever pro- 
duced hj fceliiig and color. He ia neicher vroaaded 
nor iranapiorced." 

T. Ti^aa. Boand to a tree; head declined, and the 
long liair (ailing parllj over the face; very fine and 
p&theiic.t Ic ia the same figttre which appears in the 
celdxutcd altar-piece dedicated by Averoldo in the 
clinrch of SS. Naiaro and Celso at Brescia, 

B. Baizi. He ia bound to a, tree, piurtcd by three 
anowB, looking up to heaven with ao expression per- 
fectly divine. This picture wbi (ormcrly used as a 
•tandard, and carried in procession when the city was 
afflicted by pestilence : — to my feeling it is the uiiM 
beaatifiil example of the subject I hare seen4 

9. Liberalo da Verona. Here also he ia hound 
lo the sIGm of an orange-tree ; pierced with several 

(I. Baroccio. He ia hero fully draped, and holds 
two arrows in each hand, presenting them to the 

11. Hernando Tanez. The saint standing with a 
lily near him; the lily is unusual. || 

There are a great many fine examples in the Bolo^pua 
and Flemish schools, in which 1 have found almost 
iavariabty the usnal mollf, combined in general witfc' 
great beauty of execution. 

19, Martin Schocn. In a rare print ; St. Sebastian, 

speudod against tlie trunk of a tree, it) transfixed by 

[ arrows. The fignre is ilE diawn and emacialBdj 

but the expreasion in the bead, deciined and eickeuing 

" ' death, very pathetic and beautiful. It is Geldom 

tlutt he is represented as dpng or timing. 

13. Some old representations of St. Sebastian, from 

■ On HelBg tliLi flue ph;tiue neurr in I93&, I am crmnnird 
I BbUd Qti. I Luuvra, Bp. QaJ. 
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the Gemwn and Spanish scboola, are leiy curioui. 
There «w a Etnall picture, by ViDt^se, in the rolUc- 

tion of Louia-Fliilippe, in which St. Selnutian wcaia 
the rich coslunie of the «ix.tc«nth century, — an cni- 
broidured vest, a hat aod leatber; an anov in hU 
breasl ; in one hand a bow, and in the other a crauifli. 
I have teen aUo a Gentian drawing, in whitii SL Se- 
baatiau is dressed Lilte a, German cavdier, vrearing a 
tap, a doublet, and an embroidered cloak ; one hand 
u his Bword, the other resting on hii abield (wtuch 
b«An cmaleU and airowheada as the device) ; and 
pjcri'ed by three arrowu, une of vrhiuh liaa pasaed 
(hroogh hia cheek : the Expreesion of Che jouthful, al- 
Bimt boTtoh, fikce Terj beaiUiJuI. 

14. He wears a fulk suit of black armor, ov(» which 
is thrown a red maotle.^ In one baud bo holds two 
arrowu, ui tlio oilier a cross.* 

15. Id a pirtnrc by Raffaelioo del Garho,t St, Sebas- 
tian wears a blue vest, elegantly embroidered with gtdd, 
black hose and a crimson mantle. 

St. tiotuutian lias afforded on admirable Eubjoct for 
Christian sculpture 

1. By Maltoo Civitale, there is a slatnB in white 
marbte, in whicli he is bound to the trunk of a tree, 
pierced with several arrows. This staiuu, tn spite of 
aundry ^lia of design, atruck me by ibc beauty of the 
attitude and ihs beauty of expreasioa. It is celebrated 
as behig tlie first Dodrapcd statue of a male adult fig- 
tire tliat had been produced since the rcvivai of ArL 
Tlie arraws are of metal, gilt.t 

S, The statue by Paget in the cburch of Carignaiu 
at Genoa is also celebrated- It is colossal, and tepre- 
cents him transflxed, witli his armor at bis feet ; lliero 
]■ a good deal of expresaioa, hut a total want of sim- 

3. The statue in bii church at Rome Ls« been al- 
ready mentioned. 

• In lie HnW ie Oloaj, PBrij. 1 Berlin OcU. 08. 
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n U everjwhere popular," but inore pnr- 
ticnlftrly in Ihoae countries aud districu wbicli wen 
' txpoaei to the plague. For instam.'e, all down 
iBt coast of I111I7, from Venice to Biiri, St. Se- 
bastian ia uonaiaitily met wiUi. lu ilie more antieat 
piclureB bid u^iuilI peadauE is citlicr St. Gcorga or St. 
Hicholns ; iu ibo more loodorn pictures Si, Kocli : very 
oft«[i tUe licaling aunts St. Cosmo and St. Damiau. 
Whurever tbeae arc grouped togotber, or roucd the Vir- 
gin and Cliild, tUe pii:ture baa been dedieuted. against 
tlio pbtgue. 

Sotne of tlieio rotiTo pictures have a very patiietic 
ugnificance, wlien we ctiUBidtir tliem na t'Oiitniemorot- 
iag tlie terrible viEitatioas of pestileocQ which oi^caaiua- 
ollj deioUted the Sooth of Europe. I will give one or 
'.via examples. 

I. The Madomift di Miacricordia t is toeo in the midst 
villi ber robes outspreail, beueatli wliluli are gathered 
the afflitled votaries. Above, tbe Padrt Elemo looks 
down (ram heaven. On the left of the Virgin St. So- 
' 1, hii baaiii bouod and his whale body stui^k full 
ivii, lookii np witli a pUauliog expression. The 
Totaricn present to him a ptajer or petidon, which ho 
is supposed to repeat lo the Virgia, throogb whom it 
reaches the Supreme Being, at whose command St. 
Michael, the Angel of Judgment, utters the word fiat, 
Utd aheatbes his sword.) 

a. The following eKam|Jo is also very expresaive. 
St. Selmstian, in a iii:h military costumu of blue em- 
broidered Willi gold, sbinds as patron: his largo cloak, 
Bpread open, aud euitained by aogDia, intercepts aud 

* In EafiUDA bli elBElFa im Dot DDCommaD, and there Arc two 
iardiet dcdtdUt^l (o hla liwior, that ot Qua-irtyy En LEiiCDiDdliIre, 

DKUaui Obanb," p. Hi.) He Iiu, homrer, bun banlibed rmm 
u Buftlflb Cjilendar, En which manjTK^Dti (noTv npocr/phhl mbd 
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Sranca from tha lifo of Bt Scbastion are ronfinod lo 
a few BobjecCa, which liave been freijaentlj iroHled. 

Paul Voroneae'B " Si. SobgsiiBn exhoriing and ea- 
(Klorneing Marciu and Marccllians, as Ibcj ore led to 
death," [n (ho church of S. Sebiutlana at Tenice, ap- 
neared to me, when I saw k last, one of the fin»t dra- 
malie piccnrcB I had ever beheld, and preferuble to eTery 
other work of the master. Huro Si. 8«ba8l[)ui etauda 
ou the «umiiiil of n flight of acepB ; hw fine martial fig- 
ore, in complete armor, is relieved BgaJnBI the bItieEky; 
he waves a banner in his hand, and his whole air ud 
expreBsion are foil of inspiml faith and eDlhuBiasm ; 
Marcus and Marceltinua e^tand by his side as if irreso- 
Inte, anrronndcd by their weeping frienda. It Bimck 
me aa a ntagniHrent acenc plajed before me, — with 
Each a, glow of light and life and movement and color 
abed over it, — such a triumphant eaibBsiaBm in the 
manyra, — aaeh variety of pasaionate energy and aup- 
plication and Ejmpathy in the groupa of relatives and 
Bpoctatora, that I felt aa if in a theatre, looking at a 
well-p!aj(!d scene in a religions melodrama, and in- 
clined to clap my hands, and cry '■ Bravo 1 " 

In cnrious coairaat with tbisEplondid composition, I 
remembEr a little old picture, in which St. Sebastian is 
calmly exhorting hia friends to die, their mother alone 
kneeling in enpplteation ; very Btiff and dry, but the 
beads fUll of simple expTBsaion.t 

Of the Bcene in which Si. Scbaatian confronta tha 
emperor on tlio atcps of liis palace and pleads for the 
persecuted ChriatiBns, I have never seeo any picture; 
jet painting conld hardly desire a finer snhjeft. 

Thoblanyrdomof St. Sebastian (for tiiai is the name 

■ Thii roUve fraKo wm pjllnttd bj Bcnouo Ouizolt In UlB 
thurcliora Aewiino ni am aenii|(uaoc,«iiLl eommemgraun U» 
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^Tea lu the B^cne in which ho is shot with arrows) 
■Aoald be diatinguiiih»l from those clevotiotml S^are» 
wliiuh represent the siiint 119 nartfr, bu[ not the act of 
nmrtjnlom. Wis niHTtjrdoiii , as tin historical acene, is 
m au) ject of frequent occurrciire. and in eveij varie^ 
cf treatment, from three or four figures to thirty or fbr- 
tj. When ihc seena is euppoaed 10 be the garden on 
Ibe Palatine Hill, ho is bound Ut n tree (in one iiistancu, 
aa I temembor, to at) orange-creel ; if t)ie scene be the 
boll or court, he is bonnd to a pillar; and the iuscrip- 
doa, " Sabiuiiaiiua Chrii&vaa," ii aoraetimes affixed. 

I , The scene is a garden on tho I'alatine Hill. St. 
Sehaslian is bound on liigh amid tiba branches of a tri«. 
Eight loldicra are shooliag' at him wicli cross-bovs. 
Above, tbo skj opens in ^lor/, and two angels hold 
orer his head the cmwn of manyrdoTn. Admirable 
for the pictaresqae and dmnutic trmlmont.* 

i. Pollajuolo. The masterpiece of tJio painter. He 
b bonnd high up to the stomp of a tnw; six exKU- 
tionets with rrosa-bows, and other ligiires in strained 
and difficult attitudes. St. Suboetian is tlie portrait of 
LadoTic) Cappooi.t 

3. Pintnricchio. Ho is bound to a broken pillar ; 
uwthar broken column is oear him. There are tix 
execQtioners with bou^ and arrows, and a man with a 
Itiud of mitre on hia head is commanding the ext-cu- 
lion. In the batkgmnnd the Coliseum.} 

A. In contrual with this ropiGsentatlon I will men- 
ItOD that of Vandypk, one of his Boest picturut. St. 
8«bulian is bound to a tree, but not yet pierced ; he 
appears 10 be proparing for his bte ; with eyes rained 
u heaven, ho seems to pray for strength to endure. 
Tbo youthful undrape<l figure is placed in full light ; 
(idmirable for the faullless dmwing and the noble ex.- 
pres^on. Tliero iu« several soldiers ; andacemn" 
mounted on a nliile horse, appears to direct the c: 
titm.f 
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B. Pilma. Two executioneia bind St. Seluutian to 
atroe; soldiers arc bcou spproacliliig witb thoir bows 
and HD-owB ; a. dierub haters above wktb dio cruwo 
Bad l.be palm.* 

G. G. Ja Sitnla Grace. St. Sebastian is bound to ■ 
pillar and pn^tBTOs iW doBih. Tbe cmpcrol on bis 
thioQe, and a number of Bpctlatoni.t 

1. The odIj celebrated St. SebastiaE] of tbe SpauiBb 
Echool which 1 can refer to, is a manfrdom lij Sebas- 
tian Uniloi, who appears to have painted bis patma 
aainC witk equal love and powvr.| 

B. Bat the moBi celcbnued exnmple of all u the 
large picture by Domenidiino, iu die cbiircb of S< 
Mana degli Angeli at Rome. Here the event ia » 
grand dramatic scene, io wliich the atteutioa is divided 
between the Eufieringi and resiguatioa of ilie taartyr, 
the fcrorily of ^le executioQera, and the various emo- 
tions of (lie apcctaiocs ; there are about tbirty-five 
figan», and tbe locality is a garden or londdcspo. Tlia 

It is a great mialake, bespeaking tbe ignorance or 
carelessness of tbe pointer, when in (be representations 
of tbe martyred St Sebastian an arrow is iliruugh bis 
bead (as io a composition by Tintoretto, and anollier 
by Albert Diirer), for sucb a wound must have been 
inataotlj mortal, and bis recovery is always related as 
having- taken place tbrougb natural and not tbroogh 
miraculous agency. 

St, Sebastian recalled to life alUr his marlyrdom is 
a beautiful subject. It is treated in two different ways : 
BonutiraBB lie is drooping in apparent death, uDo arm 
yet bound to llio tree, wiiilo pitying angels draw the 
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tfltiws from bU wooiula. XC has been thus reprcsentoil 
bjr Prorarcino; by Vaudydi in a boHUiiful piuiuro nuw 
at St. Peleraburg; and wbiiu conceived iu 11 tcuo ru- 
li^iiH H|iiril mual be i^iuiidiiccd aa HUicLly devanorial : 
bat 1 have »een tome examples which mthcr sii(:(;u<tul 
llie idea of an Adouis bewept by Cupids, oa in a pictura 
by AlessBudro Varoaeac.* The tuiniglerine angclu hx 
tbi* and simihu' scenes onghl aeya to be tnfaiu unftele, 
Anodler manner of tfeatlng this subject ia muro 
dramatic ihau ideal : St. Babaaiian Ilea oa ilie ground 
at the fuot of a tree, injwiuible frum hiii wuuiids ; Irtno 
and lier mud minister U> bint; one unl>inile Jiitn from 

It«no is Bltondod by a phyeician. The niihjnct has 
b«>B thus treated by Cotniggio, by I'adovwuuu, uad 
otheis ; hnl 1 bare oerer seen any example whkh 
satisHed me either in •entiiarmt or exernlion. 

In the legend of St. Sebastian I And no acooont of 
bia being loriDrad previoua to hia but martyrdom; but 
I hare aaeu a kaige Italiui print t in which bo it buniid 
on the iw^— hi» armor tie« sear Mm; a Pa^^P''*^' 
i« ae<iB exfaoniag him to renounce bis tiiitb ; and there 
are DumeroiiB other Jigni^s, dogs, &c., introduced.! 

The death of St. Sebastian, his aocond martyrdom, 
was painted by V. Veronese iu hia ehurcJi. Uuturto- 
Dalely for tliis pictore. it hon;^ oppoeile to tlie incom- 
parable Marcus aud Marcellinos already desiribcd. to 
which it is much inferior ; it theivforo rcceirea littla 
•tleiuion, and loss than justico. 

8t S«1iaalian is the favorite sunt of the Italian 
vomen, and more particularly of the Roiniui v.'omen. 
liis youth, eoutage, and beauty of p«rtH>n, iho interest 
wT hia story, in which the charity of woman pUyi fiuub 
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on itnpartanl pnrt, and the nttnclivo charoeter of the 
Tepresentation, have led to this prefvreuce. Instants 
are recorded or rhe figure of St. Seboatiaa producing 
the BBme effi^ct on an excilnble southern faacj thai the 
Blamo of the Apollo prodnced on the " Girl of Pro- 
vt'ttcc," — n tlOTOlion eudidg in pnasiou, miiduess, and 

From the fourteenth centurj the peadaat of St. 
SohaKlinn in itevotinnal pirturcs is generally St. Gocb, 
of vlioEu we oj-e uow to E^peak. 



.SbdEdom. fr. St Kocti.orRiiqiu. 



The legend of St. Roch 'a comparatively modem; 
Ibo main facts, happily, are not incredible, and tolera- 
bly authentic; and in the dororacive incidents there 
ia more of the patlietic Ehan tJie woaderfol. Xi ap- 
pealed strongly to the syrnpathies of the people ; it 
gave tbem a new patron And intercessor against ibat 
scourge of the middle ages, the plaftue ; and aa it 
became extensively knavu and popular just at the 
titDO of Iho revival of Art, it liaii tblloived that the 
effigy of this benefieent saint ia one of those most fre- 
quently met with throughout the wbole of WeBtem 
ChrietendoDl : in Greek. Art it is unknown. 

" 8t. Roch was born at Moulpelier, in Languedoc, the 
■on of noble parents.* His Other's name was John; 
ne came into the world with a small red crosa marked 
upon his breast; and his mother Libera, regarding 
ntm, therefore, as one eooBccrated even from bis birth 
to a life of imnctily, watched over his education witli 

- Some wiUmn plue [be d>U of hli blRb In 1230, Mhen In 
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peculiar <-are. Tlie boj himself, sb lie grew np, was 
impres&cd with, [ho same idea, and in all lhln[^ acted 
lO called lo the serrice of God; but with him thia 
iBJBsm did not take tlio usual farm, — that of 
religioni vows, or of an exiatence apent iti cloistered 
aolilude; — his desire nus to imitate the active virtues 
of the Redeemer, while trending humbly in hia foot- 
pe ia regard to the purity and austerity of his life. 
" The death of his bcber and mollier, before ho wm 
tweni;, placed him in possesBion of vast riches in 
mon?}' and land : he b^an b; foilowiitg literally the 
counsel of our Savionr to the young- man who DSl:ed, 
' What shall I do to be saved '! ' Ho sold all chat the 
law enabled him to dispose of, and distributed ihe pro- 
ceeds to the poor and to the liuspilale. Then, leiiving; 
' le adminiiilralion of Ills lanils to his father's brother, 
be pat on the dress of a pilgrim, and jonrneyed on foot 
towards Rome. When he arrived at Aquapendcnte, 
tba plagiiB was raging in the Iowa and tlie neighbor- 
bood, and the sick wid tho dying encumbered the 
SL Roch went to the hoijpiul, and olfi^red to 

MsisE in lending tho inmates; ho was accepted; and 
such was the efficacy of hia treatment, and bis tender 
synipalhy, that, as it was commonly said, a blessing 
■e than liamati wuted on bis ministry ; and the siolc 
a bealed merely by his prayers, or merely by the 
sign of the croas as he stood over them : and when tba 
' igoe ceased shortly afterwards, they, in the cnthusi- 

n of their gratitude, imputed it lolely lo tite inter- 
cession of this benign being;, who, with hia youth, his 
genllcnesa, and his fearless devotiDn, appeared to them 
little less than an angel." 

That St. Hoch himself, struck by llio gnrcoss of his 
ministry, chould have believed that a peculiur blcssiDg 
lealed on his efforts is not surprising, when we consider 
tlie prevalent belief !□ miracles and miracnloos inBucn- 
oes throughout the thirteenth century. Hearing that 
tbe plague was desolating the province of Komagna, 
he bastened thither, and, in the cities of Gesoiut and 
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Rimini, i1e»o[efl himself to the terrice of die biS. 
Tbonro ho went to Rome, whore a fearful pcBtiletioB 
had (irohea aat, and spent clrrw jeais in the rnrte 
chflritahlo miniBtiy, alwaja deroting himself to those 
who were must miscrahlc and sppnrenlly abandoned by 
all other help. Hi« inceasBnt pniTW to God was, that 
fae might be foand worthj to die as a mnrtjr in the 
exercise of the daiies he had Tolnntaritj takni on 
himself; bat for a long time hia ptaycr wag not heard ; 
it »ecmed as if nn unseen power shieHed his life m 
flie midst of the perils to which ho was dnily and honrly 

" Thas 8ome years paBsed away. He travelled liom 
dty to city ; wherever ho heard that there was pestilence 
and misery prevailing;, there wns he found ; and erery- 
■where a bleaeing waited on his prcsenco. At lengdl 
he came to the dty of I^ranza, where nn epidemic of 
s frightful and onknown kind had broken oot amongBt 
the people: he presented himself, as uenal, to assin m 
the hospital ; hat here it pleased God to put him even 
to that trial for wliieli he had so otua prayed, — to 
subject liim to the same aufii^ring and afflii.'(ion Tthteh 
he had eo often alleviated, and make him in his tartl 
dependent on the chari^ of olhets for aid and for 
sympathy. 

" One night, being in &e hospital, ho sank down on 
the ground, overpowered by fatigue and want of steep : 
on awaking he found himself plagQB-strickcn ; a fevec 
bamed in every limb, and a horrible nicer had hroken 
ont in hia Idl thigh. The pain was so inenpportH- 
bie that it oMiged him to shrielc aloud : fearing to 
disturb the iiimateB of the hospital he crawled into the 
KTcet; but here (he otfieeta of the eily would not allow 
him to remain, lest he should spread infcrtion round- 
He yielded meekly; and, supported only by his pil- 
grim's BtafT, dragged himself to a wood or wildemeGl 
ootside the gates of PiaccnM, and there laid himself 
down, as he t!iought, to die. 

" But God did not forsake him ; far from all hnmoa 
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help, all linmun E}rnipiiihy. ho wax watdiod over and 
cared fnr. He hnd a Httlo dug which in ail his pil^m- 
■gc haS. tiiitlifaUy atteaded. him; this dag every day 
weni to the city, and came back at evening with a loaf 
of bread in hia month, though where he obinined it none 
coold tctl. Moreot'CT, na the lugcnd relates, an angel 
fh>m heaven carao and dressed his woand, and com- 
Ibrted him, and minialercil to him in hia Bohtude, antil 
he was healed; but nthera, lees believing, snj it was a 
lan of [hat conatty whose name wna Gothnrd, who on 
lis occasion acted the part of a ^od an^l toivardi 
im. HowcTcr this may be, St. Ench, rcjoiting that he 
had been found worthy to safier in the cause of charity, 
whieh is truly the cause of Christ our Redeemer, went 
on his way as soon as ho had strength to travel, and 
bent his sTeps towards liis own home and conntry ; and 
beiQg arrived at a little vitiage near Hontpelier, which 
was in fact his own, and the people his hereditary Tns- 
sals, he was so changed by long rolftring, bo wasted 
and haggard, that they did not know him. Thewhole 
conncry being at that timo (nil of snapicion and danger, 
sause of hostililies and insurrectioos, be was arrested 
a spy, and <;amed before the jiidgo of Monlpelicr : 
the judge, who was no other than his OM-n nticlo, looked 
upon him wilhoat knowing liim, and ordered him to 
be carried to the public prison. St. Roch, believing 
that inch an afnietion coald only be Idd upon him by 
the hand of God, with the intent to try him further, 
held his peace, and instead of revealing himself, yielded 
meekly to the unjust sentence, and wns shut np in a 
dnngeon. Here, having no one to plead for him, and 
being resolved to leave his canse in the hands of God, 
and (o endure patiently all that was inflicted, he lan- 
gniehcd for fire years. At tlie end of that lime, as the 
jailor entered Ms cell one morning, to bring the usaal 
pittance of bread and water, ho was astonished and 
dwikd by a bright supernatural light, which tilled the 
dungeon ; bo found the poor prisoner dead, nnd by his 
tide a wikiBg whiah revealed his name, : ' 
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moreoTer. tlicso word* : 'All tbo«o who an atridun 
lijr the plaKDC, anil who pra; for aid through the merit! 
BDil inlerccaaion of Roch, tiie gervant of God, ihall b« 
bc^cd,' Wh(in this writing' was carried 10 hU unci* 
tbo joilgo. he was k\jkA with grief and ramorH:, and 
wrpt cxcnMlingl;, and enusod hU ncplievr to be buried 
houorabtj', umid the teare and prnjcni of the whole 
city." 

The death of St. Roch is luaBllj placed in the jeai 
1327, when lie was iit his tliinj-second jcsi. The 
people of Montpclier uid the neigliborbood r^arded 
his raomory with the otniost deTOlion ; but for nearlj a 
hundred years afterwards we do not hear of St. Roch 
aa an object ofgi^noTal -reueration in ChriBtcndoRi. In 
tho year 1414, when a cvDiu!il of the Church was heM 
at Constant's (tho same which condemned IIoss), tbe 
plsgno broke one in the cit;, aod tho preUtea nere 
aboat to separate and to fly firom the danger. Then 
a young Gttnian monk, who had travelled in France, 
reminded ihein that there was a saint of that connCry, 
through whose merits many had been redeemed firom 
the pbgae. Tho cauncnl, follovfing his advioe, ordeied 
the effi^ of St. Roch to be earned in ptoceasioa 
through the streela, acf^mpanivd by prayers and lita- 
nies ; and iminciliately the plague ce:ased. Sneb is llie 
tradition to which Si. Hoeh owes bis universal fame as 
a patron saint. In the year 1485 the Venetians, who 
from theur commerce with tlie Levant were continiiallj 
exposed to the Tiairadon of tbe plague, resolved to 
possess themselvea of the relics of Si. Roeh. A kind 
of holy albanco was fmnned to commit this pions rob- 
bery. Tbe conspirators soiled to MontpeUcr under 
pretonee of performing a pilgrimage, and carried off 
the body of the saint, with which tbey relumed lo 
Venice, and were received by the doge, the senate, and 
tbe clergy, and all tbo people, with inexpressible joy.* 
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magnificent church of St, Rocb wm built to m- 
tlm precious relics of the Hainl. by a eoramtinitj 
ij fbrioed under bin uiupiccB fur tlio purposo of 
tending tlie sick mid poor, Bad. pardculBriy thoue who 
were acricken bj infsctioua disorders, in wbicb roanj 
Of the chiaf nobility were prond to onrol themselvea. 
Snch tlea the origin of the famoua Scmda di San Rocca 
t Venice, on llie decoration of which Tinuretlo and 
is scholara lavishod their utmoac aliill. 
In devotianal pictures the figure of St. Roch ia 
uilj dislinguiabcd. Ho it rsgirctieatcd aa n man in 
M prime of life, with a small beard, dulicute and somo- 
'hnt emadated feUureB„ and a reHned and compas- 
ijntiEe expresBiOD. Those picturca wbicb repicscat 
ini as a robust coarse-featured man muse be considered 
I mistaken in point of character. Ho ii habited as a 
lilgrim, with the cockle>shell in his lis.t; tliu wallet at 
js side; in one hand the stuff, white with the other he 
ifts his robe to show tbe plague-epot, or pointii to it. 
n general he Li accompanied lij his dog. 

1, One of tlie hnppieffl and crnoat reprssentatioDB of 
It Bock I ever saw. consistently vrith tlie idea wo fonn 
t bis character, ig a, figure in an old Florentine pic- 
are, I think by Gerino da Piatoia; St. Rocb is hero a 
Ilia, pale young tnan, Willi light liair and small beard, 
od mill], delicate rvainres.* 

3. Sc Rodi iuterceilog for Cardinal Alessandro d'- 
Istfl (in a, picture by ParmigianQ). The cardinal 
ncab, with joined hands, and St. Roch, bending over 
iiiL, with a bi'uevolunt aJr, lays his liand on his flir 
robe. The dog is in the background. Thid appears 
lo have been a votive pictoro, on tho occasion of tho 
cardinal bdng struck with illness, and healed at tha 
" in of Si. Bocli. Such votive figures of St. 
1 IreqnBotly met with in the chapels and 
(torches dedicated to him, and mam particularly in 
• In ITgherIt, Cutella nel Ulluiue, a portsrla s VenEila.'' -~ 
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the hospitals, convents, and other institatioiis of ihe 
Order of Charity. 

3. St. Roch, very richly dressed, stands in the usual 
attitude, pointing to the plagne-spot ; a small but very 
fine picture by Grarofalo in the Belvedere Gallery at 
Vienna. 

4. St. Koch with the Angel : a beaatiful picture by 
Annibal Caracci, in the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cam- 
bridge. 

5. The great altar-piece painted by Rubens for the 
church at Alost is strictly a devotional picture, though 
treated in the most dramatic manner. The upper part 
of the picture represents the interior of a prison, illumi- 
nated by a supernatural light. St. Roch, kneeling, not 
as a suppliant, but with an expression of the most ani- 
mated gratitude, looks up in the &ce of Christ, and 
receives from him his mission as patron saint against 
the plague. An angel holds a tablet, on which is in- 
scribed, " Eris in peste patronus," in allusion to the 
writing found within his- cell after his death. The dog 
is near him. In the lower part of the picture a group 
of the sick and the afflicted (painted with all that power 
of expression which belonged to Rubens) invoke the 
intercession of the charitable saint. This picture has 
been eiToneously described as St. Roch supplicating 
for those smitten by the plague ; the motif is altogether 
different. Rubens painted it in eight days for the con- 
fraternity of St. Roch ; he demanded for his work 800 
florins, which the agents for the charitable brotherhood 
told down without making the slightest objection to the 
price. The painter, delighted with their generosity, 
presented to them three smaller pictures to be placed 
beneath the altar-piece : in the centre the crucifix ; on 
one side St. Roch healed by the angel ; on the other 
the saint dying in prison. 

The separate pictures of his life are confined to few 
subjects ; the most frequent of which are, — his charity, 
and his ministration to the sick. 

1. Annibal Caracci. St. Roch distributes his goods 
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the poor before lie BSts oat on his jiilgTimB(>o to 
Bome. One of hin moet celebrtited picDurPS, full of 
beautiful and pathetic expresBion. It was painted for 
■ lieaevolent canon of R^gio, who presented it to tbs 
charitable brotherbood of St. Ho<.-h io his nntiro eitf. 
Bnch pictures, whatever their merit as works of art, 
lose mnch when tranaported from their 
ori^ual doatinutioD lo the walla of a gallery. 

a. Procttceino. St. Roeh miniBtering lo the sick. 



3. Finer is a picture by Bs.eBano, of which tha in- 
Dse ftud natural cxpreBsion rivets the attention and 
elca the heart. Here the Vir^n, a very majearic Sg- 
■e, stands alone in iho sky abovo, interceding for tha 
~ below. It is the finest and one of the largest 
mres by Bassano I have ever seen.* Fictures of 
I eubjeci are otleo met with ; but perliapa the finest 
all, al least the most cffeFtivo, is that of Tintoret- 
— iho Taiiotf cf expression in ilie sufUcrers anil 
tors is wonderinlly dniinatict 
e mnst diatiiigniah this scene in the life of St. 
trom a similar subject ia the \i(e of St. Cliarles 
meo. Bt. Eoch weara iho hahit of a pilgrim ; St. 
Cbartcs, [hat of a bishop or cardinal.) 

" . St. Koch in the desert is healed hy aa anj^! ; the 
_ is seen approaching with a loaf of bread in Uis 
mouth. The mild, pathetic resignation and gratitude 
of the good saint, and the picturBsque accompuni meats, 
render this a very striking subject. The picture by 
Tintoretto ia tfao finest example. 

S. Giudo. St. Roch in prison ; his dog at his side ; 
I angel fixtm above comforts bira. (At Modona. 
The same subject by Tialoretta at Venice. ) 

St. Kocli dying in prison. Ue ia extended on 
•traw, and hia hands ore folded in prayer. Somi 

IPu Hrcn, 63. ) Venice. Scuiila ill Sua Kocca. 
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times iio is atomi hot «omelini«a a Juter 

enlcria); itio [irtson, looks ai Iiim wiib astonish mont. 

Tha ilatues of St. Koch cxliibit him in the uiDol M- 
litDilc. which, it muat be confessed, is hardly fined for 
sculplarc ', jxt aunie of these %iirei are very beaotlM 
in BUJliiiienl, snd mnkc us fori^C (ha mcrelj pbfeical 
inUctioD, ID the sublime Mlf<<levotioii. 

The bintoiy of this uint, in s scries of snbjcctB, is 
oflcn found in the churchea and diapcla dedicated 10 
him: wo have gcnerall}' the following scenes: 1. He 
dietribuiea liia goods lo the poor, called '■ Tho Churity 
of St. Roch." (L' ElenosiTia di San Earn.) a. Ba 
ministers Co the sick : Ilic scene is generally on bospi- 
lal. 3. St. RiK.-h in the desert. lie is prosliated bf 
sii'kncss, and points to an ulcer in his thigh. An an- 
gel and Ilia doe are near him. 4. Si. Roeb ftandlDg 
before the Pope. 5. St. Roch in prison, visited by an 
•ngel. 6. Uia death. 

In the upper hall of the Sonota di San Itocco, at 
Venice, whero tha brotherhood need to Bsscmble, the 
tribunn at tlie cod id wamacoiud liy [luttolit of Mk, on 
-which the whole histor; of the aaint is carved in relief 
in tweotj aubjccta.* 

Those works of art in which St. Sebastian and St. 
Boch H^reinrompanioniiliipoB joint protcctorEOgBiiut 
the plague are innumerable. The two beautiful figures 
by Franeia, engraved bj Marc Antonio, are exampiea 
of simplicity and benign graceful feeling. The con- 
trast between the enthuaiaatii! martyr and the compos- 
HOnatc pilgrim ought always to t« strongly marked, 
Dot merely in the attitude tmd liabllimenla, but in the 
whole ehaxacter and expression. 

There are two sainta who are easily confonndod with 
Be. Roch, — St. Omobuono and St. Alexia. The reader 

• They wen eiMMed Blwut ttag mlddLe ot Iht lut centaty bj 
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triD do well 10 turn to their respective lei^nds, where I 
ibave paniruJsriacd iho points of differHnw. 

With St. Seba«liui and St, Koch we oftea find in 
lignifirant companiDnship tho medical brothers St. Cos- 
mo ami St. Damiaa. The lirst two saints as palroiu 
of Ilia sick ; (ho liul two as patrons oF thoso who hoi 



aedlcE bmJ^ ; and u Hichthey Ggure on tbu coiud of FLoiVDOB. 
lejt 37, i. D. 391- 

" CoiHO and Davt*s were two brothers, Arahiam 
bf birth, but the/ dwelt in Mga, ■ city of Cilicia.t 
■ ir father having- died while tiioy woro yot children, 
' piouB inothar Theodora brouj^ht tlieni ap with all 
enta, and in the practice of everj Chrigtian vimie. 
Their charitjr was ao great, that not only they lived in 
Im greueBC absllneni^. distribnting their goods to the 
iQrm and poor, but tlioy Gtodied medicine and surgery, 
hat they might be able to presi^rtbe for the side, and 
lelieve the snflerings of the wounded and infirm ; and 
~' e blowing of God being on all their endeavors, thej 
t learneil and the most porioct phyai- 
e world hud ever Been. They ininislered 
to all who applied to them, whether rich or poor. Even 
luBbring animals they did not deny their aid, and 
they constantly refused all payment or rccompenac, ex- 
only for charity and for tlie love of 
Ood ; and thna they spent tbeirdaya. At length those 
vicked emperors, Diocletian and Maximian, coma to 

• S« LitnduciliHi. 

t It !• worth while to rcmirk ben. that In thli city at Sga 
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■fan throne, in whoso cmc so manj turns peiisM. 
Among ihpm were the phjsicianB, Co«mo and Damiaa, 
who. profeBeinj; theniHJvea ChrutiBDS, trre Eeiied by 
Lyctaa [lie proconsul of Anbio, uid out iuiu priaon. 
And tlrat Ihcf were thrown into tlie sea, bat an angel 
mvrI iheni ; and tbeo ioto the fiTe, bat the tiro roliued 
io coiwuTno them ; and then they were boand on two 
vrosscn and stoned, hal of the stonea flniig at them, 
none roach^d them, bat fell on those who threw them, 
uid many were killed. 80 the proconsul, believing llutt 
thuy were onchantets, commaaded that the; Bhould be 
beheaded, which was done." 

This Orieniol legend, which ia of great antiquity, 
WAS trauBpUnted into Western Europe in the first agea 
of Christianity. The Emperor Justinian, having beoB 
recoTcrod, aa he supposed, from a dangerous illness, hy 
tlie intercession of these sainis, erected a snpcrb church 
in their honor. Among the Greeks they sucrcediMl to 
the woisbip and attributes of .^ecnlapius ; and, from 
tluir disintcreBlcd icInEaJ of all pay or reward, they era 
distinguished by the honorable title of Aiiatg^ea, which 
signifies moncylesa, or tdlhout fea. 

One of the most interesting of the old Roman 
churches is that erected to the honor of these saints by 
Fope Felis IV. in 5se. It stands in the forum, near 
the temple of Antoninus and Faustina, on the site of the 
temple of Hemns : the Greek mosaics in the apsis ex- 
hibit probably the most ancient representatJons of St. 
Cosmo and St. Damian which exiuL In the centre is 
the figure of Christ holding a roll (i. e. the Gospel) in 
his bond, a majestic Gguro ; on one side Bl. Peter pre. 
sents St. Cosmo, on the other SL Paul presents St, 
Damiau, to the Saviour. They are exactly alike, in 
loose white draperies, and holding crowns of ofl^ring in 
their bands ; colossal, ghastly, rigid, and solemn, i^er 
the manner of tlie old moaaicB, and of course wlioUy 
ideal. Nearly contemporary are the moaaica in the 
ancient church of San Michelo at Ravenna, where the 
trebangcls Michael and Gabriel eland on each side 
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of Ibe Re<leeiner, and bejond lUsm SS. Cosmo and 
Quuiau. 

The rcprasectstions of iheso beDerolonc (irothen ia 

penonages. 

la devotiooal piclnres they are aKyaya rppresented 
toftclher, attired in tiia haiik q( pliybiciuns, a loosn liark 
red robe, trimmed with fur, and gcncrall; ruil eapa. 
[t ia ttaos Chaucer describes the droan of a pbyBkion in 
hii lime, — " la Karlet gown, fiirred well." 

They hold a Uttle box of oiutment in one hand, and 
a lancet OF someaar^cal iaBtrameaC in [heotbcr : aonie- 
limea it is a pestle and mortar. They occur frei^uently 
in Ihe old Floreatino picCurea, partii^ulnrly iu those 
pMnwd in tiiB fifteenth century, in ilie lime of Cosmo 
de' Mediri. la several beautiful Madonna pictures in 
the Gallery of the UflUii, and in the ehnrchea of Flor- 
ence, they are grouped vrith oilier saints, from whom 
they are disiingniahcd by their medical costume, and a, 
certain exprebsiou of grave att«uldon, rather than devo- 
tion, which gives them often the look of portraits. 

There is a picture of them by Bicei di Lorenzo, ia 
the Florenee Gallery. They stand loKether, in red 
gowns and caps, and red hose. This picture remained 
'□ the Doomo from the date of its eKecutlon, HIS, till 
1844, and is curious as having boea paintiHl in the tima 
of Giovanni de' Medid, the founder of the greatness of 
* g bmilj. 

It is as the patron saints of the Medici litmily Ihat 
their statues, designed by M. Angelo, stand ou each 
nde of the Madonna in the Mudici Chapel at Florence, 
where they are m oveqKiwered by the stupendous gruud- 

r of the other statues, that few visitors took at them, 

d fewer comprehend why tJiey are there. They have 
no sttnbntes ; and it must be allowed, tluit, nhatcver 
ba tli^r utistic merit, they are quite devoid of individ- 
dhI propriety of chsracler. 

These aainlB are very interesting when they w 
Toiive [Hcturea, as Bignificaat of thanksgiving for 
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ntiun to bealili ; iliey nro genemll)' ptwoaling ■ TOUiy 
to Clirist or tho Msdomik. Wliero thv; ara kneeling 
or sUDding in compaD^ wiih St. ScliaatiBn aad Sc 
Rocb, the pinnre rommemornli^a lonw vislution of ihe 
plague or other epidemic <1is<irder, u in 1. A inntt 
beautiful piclure in the Academy oF Siena : clotbcd in 
ItMue robes, tbej hneel in Croni before ibe Madonna ; 
Be. Geor^ra and St. Sebastian on eaoh side.* S. And 
another, more beautiful, l)j Ghirlandajo, where St. John 
the Baplitit. ns patron of Florence, elands on one nde, 
and Coamo umt DnmiU) on the other. 3. Another, bj 
Titian, in the Salute at Venive, where SS. Cosmo and 
Daraian. wiib Bt. lloeh and St. Sebastian, ititnd before 
the throne of Bt. Murk, — commemorHlivo of the great 
plague in ISIS.t 4- And another, by Tintoretto ; SB. 
Cosnui nod Dunian, in magnificent robes of criraioB 
velvet with ermine rapes, kneeling; one holds a palm, 
the other a pestio and mortar ; they looli up lo the Ma- 
donna, who appears in a gloiy above with St. Geoi^ 
St, Mark, and Bt. Catharine, Ibo patrons of Venice.} 

G. SS. Cosmo and Damian kneeling in front before 
the ihroDO of Ihe Madonna. Slandin),' bj the throne, 
St. Mary Magdalene, St. Cuhcriue, St. John B., and 
St. Francis, g 

Theoe are apparently votive pictnrea, expressing pnb- 
lic or nstional gratitude ; but others should seem to be 
the expression of private feeling. For example : BS. 
Cosmo and Damian are seated at a table, and eoniult- 
ing over a book ; tliey wear loose rohea, and red caps 
turned up with fur ; the heads, which are very fine, 
bare the air of poriraits: a sick man, spproacbing 
from behind, reverently tokos off his cep.| 

•MattHldlEienii, t.n.UTD. 

t B(. MHck, u |iun« ot Vi-nlGC, tits enlhnini^d sbore, holding 
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Whilo dBTOtioiiiil pictares of these helpful and bcncfi- 
»nl Mints ore exlremHl}- coniBion, and Taried in Ircat- 
Ticnt, subjccu from their life nnd hialorj are reiy torn ; 
Jiey are moat frequently tnM with in the Florcmine 
Eritool of the firteeath century, unoDg the woriiH of 
A.ngelii.'o, Peaolllno, and GhirlaDdiL|o. 

'. Old Italian. SS. CoBmo and DamJan, Tiditing 
the lick, miniaier to Christ ia the diagiuHe at a pilgrim ; 
a beaiitiM allegory, or rather a. literal interpretation of 
the ten, '■ Inaamuch as ye have done it nnto the least 
of these my brethren, ye hare done it unto me." A 
qaainl linlo picture, bm very enpressivD* 

E. Pesellino. Tbo tivo brothers minister to a sick 

Tbey are sometimes snrgeons aa well as apothecaries, 
euttingoS' and replacing legaaud arms t and someticnes 
ibey are letting blood. 

3. It IB related that a certain tnnn, who was afflicted 
trili\ t, cancer in his leg, wont to perfortii his devotions 
in the chorch of St. Cosmo and St. Damian at Rome, 

snd be prayed mojt earnestly that these bencHi.'eDE 
■aintfl would be pleased to aid him. When he had 
prayed, a deep sleep fell upon him. Tlien be Iralield 
"t. Cosmo and St. Damian who stood bcsiilo him ; and 
one airriod a box. of ointment, the other a sharp knife. 
' 1 one ULid, ■' Wi^t shall we do to replora this dis- 
d 1^ when we have cut it off! " ami the other re- 
plied, " There is a Moor who has been buried just now 
in Sui Pietro in Vincole ; lee as take his log for the 
MB." Then ihcy hroughl the leg of iho dead man, 
■nd witli it they replaced the leg of the siuk man ; anoint- 
ing it with celestial ointment, Eo that be remained whole. 
When he awoke he almost doabted whether ii could be 
himself: but his neighbors, seeing that he 
looked into the tomb of the Moor, and found that there 
had been an exchange of legs ; and thus the truth of this 
gmil miracle was proved to all beholders.t 

• VUlan. ) L. 
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Of thi" "lory I have leon some groleEqoe reprceeo- 
lationg. For example : Tlie sick maji is Ijing on a bed, 
uiil Se. Cobido luiil St. DomiaD are buc; gftiiin); & 
black leg ; at ■ little distance on tbe ground lies the 
■lead Moot, wilb a wliiie leg lying bceide liitn.* 

4. Ill the Boene of their martyrdom by Pesellino 
— H bcaoiiful little picture — ihcy arc beheaded. They 
vear tlie red lunics and red caps usual in tbe Florendue 
reprcBcntniiona.t 

About ibe year 1439, Cosmo de' Medici oommia- 
aoncd Fra Angclitu to paint the altar-pioco which he 
pre«enled lo the church of San Marco at Floience. 
Underneath the group of the Virgin oud Child, Au- 
gelico represented the legendary history of tlie patron 
saints of the Mcdid bioily in nine beautiful Utile min- 
iatureg ; at Munich are thiee pictures which 1 suppose 
to belong to this secies, which formed the predolla of 
the altar-piece. 1. St. Cosmo and St. Damiati, with 
their hrethrcu, are liound and ihronn into the sea, but 
saved by angels. On the ri);ht the nnjnst judge, Lyuos, 
is healed by the prayer of tti-o martyrs. 3. St. Oosmo 
nnd St. Dainiaa are nailed to two crosses, and their 
three brethren below are shot to death nilh Elones and 
BiTDWs, 3, The third picture, which fanned tbe cen- 
tre, is a Pietk, very poetically tiouted.t Sotnetimes iu 
the scene of their marlyrdoia three other personages, 
their kinamDn, suffer with ^em. In other respects the 
legend ss given above is, ia all tbe examples I have 
seen, very exactly adhered to. These saints do not 
appear in the later schools. As, perhupB, a solitary in- 
stance, may be mentioned a picture by Salvator Bosa, 
where St. Cosmo and St. Daniian on a pile of fegols 
are enpoied to tlie flnmea, which refuse lo consume 
them. I know the composition only from tbo engrav- 
ing by Fierre Simon. 

• n. Qui. \ t\. Acua. 

\ Uoslch. PiiMkoUiek Csblnet, m. 
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St. Chbtbtofeeb. 



AuoHo the religiotM parables of the middle agea, 
there is not one more bncifol aod more obvious in its 
Bpplicatioa than the itory of &t. Cbtistoplier. But, al- 
though poetical and aignilicont as a parablo. it l>ei'oincs 
as a. ttiere l^end prosaic and puerile : it is iuH.-oi!iuiry )o 
keep the latent meaning in view while we read the siorj, 
tad wbon we look npon Iha exmnielf picturesque rep- 
nscnutions of the Canaanitiah giant ; for, otiicrivide, 
the peculiar luperstition whith hu) rendered him ea 
popular anil so important as a subject of art will lose 
aU its ioierest. 



Cbriatopher was of the land of Canaan, 
lame \>j wliii!h he wa« there kuown 



Olibra 



lul the 
Ho 



a, and of a icrrihle aii|]ei't, 

It balk anil strenglli, ho was 

'e no other than the gruileat 

aonareli that existed. So ho 

a Boek this t;realc!!t of kings ; 



in of coloBsal si 
anil, being proud of his vi 
resolved that he would sci 
mod the inoBI powerful n 
bsToiled far and wide li 
and at length h 
arch who was anid to exceed in power and riches all the 
kingg of the earth, and ho oHered to Herrc him. And 
Ota king, seeing his great height and ^trougth, — for, 
■oral}', since the giant of Gath there had been e 
like to bini, — entertained him with jay. 

Now it happened one day, as Chiintopher stood by 
die king in Jiia court, there cams a rainatrel who tang 
before tbe king, and in his story there was frequent 
montion of the Devil, and everr time the king hoard t!ia 
Damo of the evil E]nrit he crossed himself. Chtlatoplu^r 
inqnireil the roasoti of this gesture, but tlKH biug did not 
amwer. Then said Chiistopher, " If thon (oUcst me 
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not, I InvD thee < " So the king tald liim : 

thai sign to pnscrve mc from the power of Salon, for I 

fuu' lull ht) overcome me and slny ran." Then said 
Clirislopher, " If thoa fearest Salikn, then Ihoii nrt not 
tlie most powerful prinee in the world ; ihon lust de- 
ceived mo. I wilt go wek tbii Satan, and him will I 
serve : for he h mightier than thou art." So he de- 
parted, and he Iravellcd far and wide ; and as he rroseed 
a deocrt plain, Ite beheld a great crowd of nrmed men, 
and al iheir head marched a terrihic and frightful he- 
ing, with tlie air of a eonqueror ; and he Hloppal Chrii- 
tupher un liia path, saying, " Man, where Roest thou 1 " 
And Christopher answered, '■ I go to eeck Satan, be- 
cauae he ii the grenteBt prinre in ^he world, and htm 
would I Kcrve." Then ^e other replied, ■■ I am he : 
seek no farther." Then Chrietopher bowed down be- 
fore tiim, and entered his service ; and the; traToUed on 
togaihor. 

Now, when they had joumeyed a long, long way, ihey 
came lo a phu.'e where four roads met, and tliere was a 
cross hy the wayside. When the Evil Odd saw die crosa 
he was seined with (ear, end trembled TJoleatly ; and 
he turned haeh, and made a great circuit lo avoid it. 
When Christopher saw this he was asloriislted, and in- 
qnired, " Why hast thon done so ? " and the Devil an- 
swered not. Then said Clirisiopher, " If thou lellest 
me not, I leave thee." So, being thus constrained, 
the tiend replied, " Upon that cross died Jesus Christ; 
and when I behold it I mniit tremble and fly, for I fear 
him." Then Christopher was more and more aston- 
ished ; and he said, "Hon, ihenl this Jesus, wham 
thou feorcBt, ronal be mora potent than thou art 1 I 
will go seek liim, and him will I serve 1 " So be left 
the Devil, and travelled far and wide, seeking Christ ; 
and, having Eought him (or many days, he eame to the 
csll of a holy hermit, and desired of bim that he would ' 
show him Christ. Then the hermit began to insiruct 
bim diligently, end sajd, " This king whom than seek- 
est is, indeed, the great king of heaven and earth ; but 
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if thou wouldst serve him, he will impoEO many auil 
hard dultes on th«e. Thoa maet faai aflcn." Aod 
Chrisloplier said, "I will not fast; for, surely, il' I 
were to foat ray strength woold Icttva ran." "And 
(boa muat praj I " added the hermit. Ssid Christo- 
pher, " I know nothing of prajerB, and I iviil not be 
boand to such a service." Then said the hermit, 
" Kuowest thon a rcrtaia rirer, stony and u'ida aod 
deep, and often swelled hj the rains, and wherein many 
peopta perish who attempt to pass orer ? " And ho 
atuwercd, "I know it." Thea said the hermit, " Siaro 
thoa wilt neither fast nor pray, gn to tlist river, aud use 
thj strength lo aid and to save ihoac who struggle with 
the stream, and those who are about to perish. It ma/ 
be ihM this good work sliall prove occeptuhle lo Jeaua 
Christ, whom tliou desirest to serve ; and that he may 
numifeal himself to Ihoo 1 " To which ChrialophET re- 
plied joyfully, " This I ca.n do. It is a service that 
plcaieth me well I " So hs went as Cho hermit had di- 
racted, and he dwelt hy the aide of the river ; and, hav- 
ing rooted np a palm-tree from the IbroBt, — so strong he 
was and tull, — he Dsed it for a. slatf to gapport and 
guide his steps, and he aided those who were about to 
sink, and the weak bo cnrriod on Win ahouldcrs across 
the stream ; and by day aud by nij>ht he uos always 
ready for his task, and fiiled not, and was never wearied 
of helping those who necdod help. 

So the tiling that he did pleased our Lnrd, who 
looked down upon him out of liuaven, and said within 
luniielf, " Behold this strong man. who knowelh not 
jet the way to worship me, yet bath found the way to 
•orve mo I " 

Now, w)tea Christopher had spent many duys in this 
toil, it came to pass one Disht, as he rested himself in 
• hut he liad huilt of boughs, be lieard a voice which 
called to him from Che shora ; it was the plait 
of a child, and it soemed to say, '< Christopher, come 
forth and carry me over I " And he rose forthwith 
and looked out, lot saw nothing ; then he lay dowa 
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Bj>niD ; but the voice cdled to him in the eame words, & 
ncoDd and n third time ; nnd the third tima he Bongbt 
round nboat with & lantern; snd at lengtli lie beheld a 
litlli! child sitting on the baak, who cnlrmtcd hitn, lay- 
ing, " Chriilopher, carry m-e over tliis nijthi," And 
Christopher lifted the child on hia strong ehoaliters, 
nnd look hia eUtS and entered the Etream. And the 
waters rose higher and higher, and the waves roared, 
and the winds blew; and the in&nt on hie shoulder* 
bectune heavier, and still heavier, till it seemed to him 
that he must sink under the excessive weight, and be 
began to Tear; but nDvonhoIcas, lakin;; courai^, and 
etajing his tottering steps with his palai-sintF, he at 
length reached the opposite bank ; and when lie had 
hud the child down, saifelj ajid gently, he looked upon 
him with astonishmeot, and he said, "Who art thon, 
child, that hiith placed me in mcb extreme peril ! Had 
I nuried the whole world on my shoulders, the burden 
had not been heavier t " And the child replied, " Won- 
der not, Christopher, for iJion hast not only borne the 
world, hut him who made the world, npon thy sbool- 
dera. Me wouldst thou servo in this thy work of ehnr- 
ity ; and, behold, I have accepted thy serviee : and in 
testimony (hat I have acceplcd ihy service and thee, 
plant thy staff in the ground, and it shall put forth 
leaves and fruit" ChrJBlopher did so, and the diy 
stafi* flourished as a palm-tree in the seneon, and was 
covered with clnsters of dates, — but the miraculous 
child had vanished. 

Then Christopher fcU on his face, and confessed and 
worshipped Christ. 

Iieaviug that place he came to Somos, a city of 
Lycin, where ho found many Christians, who were tor- 
tured and persecuted ; and he vticoumged them and 
cheered them. One of the heathens struck him on tlra 
&M ; but Christopher only looked at him stoadthstly, 
saying, " If I wore not a Christian, I wonld be avcnced 
of (hat blow." The king of the eonnlry sent soldierB 
to Beizo him, and ho permitted them to bind him and 
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lead him boTora thoir mastPr. The ting, when he si 
him, wns so lemlied by his gigantic etature, tliat no 
Bwooned on his throno. When ho hnd recorered, ho 
said, " Who art thou ! " and he answered, " Formerly 
I was calicd Oifero, tho bearer | bat now my name is 
Cliristophcr, for I hare liorDC Christ." Tlien the king, 
vhose name was Dngnns, ordered him to l« carried to 
priEou, and sent two women to allure him to sin, know- 
ing that if bo eoutd be sedacod to sin, he would Eoon be 
enticed to idolatrj . But Christopher stood iirm ; and 
the women, being lerrilied and awed, fell down and 
■worshipped Clirist, and were botli put lo death. And 
the tyrant, findinj; it impossible to subdue or to tempt 
the saint, conimandod liim ta be scourged s.Dd tortured, 
and then beheaded. And, as they led him to deaih, he 
knelt down and prajod that those who lookeil upon 
Mm, trusting in God the Redeemer, should not sufier 
from tempest, earthqoaks, or Are. 

Tbos did Christi>pber display the greatnCBS of hia 
charily, and tho mcokneas of his spirit ; thiui he scaled 
Mb GLJth with martyrdom; and it was believed Ihhc, in 
conseqnonce of bis ptayer, those who beheld the figure 
of St. Christopher ware exempt daring that day from 
all perils of earthqiinke, fire, and flood. Tho mere 
sight of bis image, that tyi>e of strength, was deemed 
BnOidont to inspire with courage those who had lo 
straggle with the orila and casnoltios of life, and to 
mnrigorale those who were exhausted by the labors of 
huabandry. The following is one of tho many inacrip- 
taons ioenlcating this belief, aud which usually accom- 
panied bis effigy : — 

" ChrlBtophorl Sfuiotl Hpeclem qalcuTpqae toetqr 



Hence it became a, cnalom to place his image in 
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iplf^aoiu plai'ci, to paint it of i«1o»mI buo on llie walb 
or chnrchw lad lu>iuc*, where il is lomotintM fcea oc- 
cupying tli« whole heiglit of ilio building, and is viiiiltto 
from a great diMance. being fonaidercd na a good omen 
lor all tboae wlio loot upon it. A mountain is Gra- 
nndo, which h lint seen by ships arriving from [he 
AfricBD coast, il called Son CliriBtobel, in allusion to 
this poetical anporatition. 

At Florence, ou tho ia^Ade of the aocient church of 
Ban MiniBto-'ra-/e-7om, Poll^uolo pninled a gigantic 
figure of St. Christopher, about twenty feet in height, 
which served during many yens as a modi'l of luim lo 
the artiite of his school: Midiael Angelo, when young, 
copied it BOTeral timc« : it exists no longer. A St. 
Cliristophcr, thirty-two feet high, was painted al Seville, 
by Maitoo Puroz do Alcaio {a. ». I5S4) ; and uU who 
have travelled in France, Germany, Italy, particularly 
through the Sonih of Giainany and the Venetian Stales, 
will remember the colossal figures of St. Christopher, 
on the exterior, or some conspicuous part of the in- 
terior, of the churches, lown-lialls, and otlier foicred or 
public tiuildJDgB. These effigies were Bometimee punt- 
ed in vivid colors, often renewed, in order to render 
them more distinctly visible. On the walls of old 
English churches, figures of S^ Chriato|)faer u'ero vety 
common. Many of these which had been covered with 
whitewash have been recently uncovered.' 

Since (he very sight of St. Christopher is supposed 
lo britig an accession of strength, fortitude, and confi- 
dence in the Divine aid, it is forloi^alu that there cati 
be no mistake about it, and tliat it is so pet'ulLir as to 
be instantlv recognized. Hv stands ahove the ankles in 
water ; his proportions are lioso of a Hercules ; accord- 
ing to the Greek furmnla he should he heardlcss, and 
some of the Ilaliaa pictures so represent him, or with 
very little beard; hut the Germous give him a stroiig 

In Hnglud. (8«e Fukci's " Cslendu vt tbs ADgtiau Gtaiuoli,' 
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black beard and a qoBnlit; of black bushy hair, t!ie 
batter to Express Ihe idea of physical strength and 
maaliuess. The Infatit Clirist is seated on bis sbonl- 
ilcrg, and bears in his hand the globe as Sovereign and 
Crealor of the world ; more surely it ia a cross, us Ro- 
doemer ; but Che former, considering the sigQiticance of 
the anbject, is ibe more proper emblem. la gcneml be 
is looking up to Che divine Infant, but sometimes also 
lie is looking down And making his way painfully and 
anxiously tiiraugh ibe rising waters ; he seems beoding 
umier the miracnlons bnrden, and supports bis totter- 
ing steps with a staff, which la often an cnlire palm- 
troE with the leaves and branches. In the bnikgronnd 
is a hermit, bearing a lamp or torcli, to light him oa 
Ilia way. 

Snch it the religious representation. It is evident 
that at all times the Boman ehurch, while honoring tha 
name of tho martyr, accepted the legend as an allegoiy 
merely; and the Sood, through which he is trading, is, 
by some, interpreted lo signify the Bed Sea, that is, the 
wuera of bajjtiam ; by others, tiM waters of nJflif^tion {a 
uimmoa Oriental and Scripraral metaphor) : be carries 
Christ, anil, with faim, " the burden and tbe weight of 
&U this onintetligible world " : — the bertnit of religious 
consolation tights him on his way. The allegory, in 
nduuevor sense we interpret it, i^ surely very beautiful : 
to mj fancy there is eomethiag quite pathetic in these 
old pictnies of St. Christopher, where the great simple- 
hearted, good-natured giant, tottering under bis in- 
comprehensible burden, looks up with a ^c of wonder 
at ihs glorious Child, who imilea enconragcment, and 
pna his benediction fVom above. 

In later times, Che artists deifecraled this line subject 
by employing it as a mere (onr de force, a disphiy of 
ily and muscular form, for wliieh tbo Farnese Her- 
'f that were not at hand, any vulgar porter or 
gondoUer, served as a model. Thus Che religious senli- 
menlwas obscured or lost, ami the whole represmlation 
became coarse and commonplace, when not absolutely 
grotesque and ridiculous. 
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Ill tlie Rgan by Tllian in llie Diicial Pnlitce u Ven- 
vx, tliG utitadtf and diaracier of iho Mint are pre(!icely 
thoau of a gondolier, — only tlial the palm-tree ha* been 
■ulMtiluted for ihe oar. 

In t!te pinure by Farinalo, a sniall Bpiriiod Hkoteh 
now BI Allon Towers, the fignre ia thai of a llerrules, 
hut the expression in the head of the child vxtrcmolj' 

When St. Christopher is introdnecd BiaDding near 
the Madcmna, or grouped with other saints, the water 
is omitted, but he ia Dever without his paltn-ataX 
Wlicre tbo artist has Taiied the action or BFrcssaiiei, 
the flgure cesses to be strictly devotional, and becomes 
faDoiful and dramatic. This, bowe'k'er, ia ao satdom 
the cnec, that I know of very few examples. 

1. Tlie earliest woodcat which exists, aud of which 
it is posaiblB lo Ibi the date, is a rude HgBro of St. 
Christopher, of German design and execution, repre- 
lented in thu usual manoer, except thai there is a water- 
mill and a miller in the fbregrouud. It is inscribed, — 

" CrlilnlVirl htdEm die qnsninqa? taetli 

Literally, " On whalover day thon shall behold ihe fceo 
of Si. Chriatopher, aurelj on that day ihoasljali not die 
an evil death." It was evidently intended to circniale 
among the laboriog poor, aa an emblem of strength 
and consol^on, and quite as intelligible [hen, as Bun- 
yan's " Chriatkn in the Slough of Despond " would 
be now. 

S. H. Hemling. St. Christopher, bearing Christ, is 
wading throogh a deep rirer, the water rising to his 
knees. The hermit lights him as usunl, but in the 
background tlio first beiuua of the sun arc just seen 
illuminaling the dark waste of walcra ; a circamstanee 
beautifully imagined, and which adda lo the significanee 
of the allegoiy.* 
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8. ElilieimOT. St. ChrUtophcr aa mnal wnfling 
thron^h tliQ Etreani ; precipicous rocke, anil the hermit 
in tlie distance: the effect ia Dight witli a Tull mooo.* 

The (btlowing exunplea must be cooBidered aa ex- 
ceptional : — 

4. Engraving, — Laraa v. Leyden. St. Clirislophcr 
sealed on the ground ; on the other side of the river, 
Christ beckons to him for aid. 

5. Engraving, — Old (Jennan. St. Christopher 
seated on the tunk of a river; the tnfiint Christ ia in 
the act of descending on his sliontders. 

6. Engraving, — P. Amato, St. Chrislaphcr ofibra 
hie sarviccs to the Infant Christ, who is seated on the 
ground. 

7. I have seen an old coarse engraving, in wliith St. 
Christopher is represented on horsebaclt, — the whim, 
I suppose, of an ignorant or capricious artist. 

B. Engraving. St. Chriatopher, wadca tlirough the 
waters, bearing Christ, who lias one foot on a large 
glolie, and, instead of the hand eiiteiHled in benediction, 
he is impatiently nt^ng; tho saint with a drawn stvurd, 
which he brandishes over his head. Full of spirit, but 
a most capricious and irreligions voraioo of the subject. 

9. In Van E jck's ironderfnt altar-piece, at Ghent, tha 
Jii^irtms, who approaeh to ivorabip the Lamb of God, 
are led by the gionC Christopher, wtio strides on betbrf 
the rest, grusping his patin-tree ; his volnminons crim- 
•DO mantle sweeps the ground, and a heathvnish inrbas 
decks his head. This is one of tho few instances where 
ho is without his Divine burden : the pocny and si^ 
nificuice of the allusion will be understood nt once. 

10. M. Didron tclts MB, that in the Greek churches 
he Ibuod St. Christopiier often represented with the 
bead of a dog or wolf, like an Egyptian divinity ; ha 
adds, that he hod nerer been able to oblain a satis- 
factory cxplnnotion of this peculiarity. These figures, 
Wtuch are ancient, have in some instances been blurred 
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The liialoiy of St. Christopher, as punted in the 
chapels [ledicnled 10 him, for inatanro by Mantegna in 
iho " Ercmilani," at Padua, is comprised in Ibreo snb- 
jects ; hia passage hctobb iho river; tlw conversion of 
the heathen at Samos ; and his martynloin ; the other 
cireummanees of his legend being ropndisIDd bj the 
Church : same of lliem (for instance, the meeting with 
the arch-fiend and his liost of demons) wonld lami«h 
most pieturcaque subjeeis, but rather in the gtnre than 
in the historical style. 

1 have seen only throe pictures of tia martyrdom 
separately treated. 

I. The scene is an open court, sorronnded with rich 
arehitet^ture ; the body of the gianC-sunt lies on the 
grouud; here he is about twelve or fburtMU ftet in 
statnre, and tlie severed head, beardless and with flow- 
ing hair, lies near it; soldiers and cxceationera arfl 
about to bear away the body ; one lifts up the huge leg 
with both liis hands ; many others look on wiiii astonish- 
mont. Most picturesque as a scene, but with no at- 
tempt at religious feeling or character. 

£. Tintoretto. St. Christopher kueels, and the exe- 
cntioncr prepares to strike olf his head ; no other figure, 
except an angel descending: here St. Christopher it 
not ropreBuntcd an of pgantic proportions.f 

3. Lionello Spnda. In this picture the conception 
Is wholly reversed : the giant kneels, with hi£ hands 

on t^Ei polDtinf: a figure aX St. €liHBtotther fltx palmB [□ hul^ht, 

hennuld reprvKtiC the MottoDnAwLth the Child on ber knWfl.lUHl 
by ber elds Bt. ChrUtopher nlth. inolher Chrjsl on hli BlKmiden. 
Tuirt, to recondle dlffiauitiei, painted the ulnt knecliog. with 
goe loat In tbc nater, nhlle the YirgiD, bepillns rram Ili<^ cIdwIi^ 
p1ii«d faer dlKlDe luliutini bii ihoulilm. — faiari, U, S33. (IV 

edit., isaa.) 

t Venloc, B. Mvu dell' Orto. 
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boand, find looking np wiih. a mild resignBtion, nhich 

lioner, who hus ruised tiinuelf on a. BUp lo reach him, 
preparea to strike off bis head, while an angel dcBccads 
from above with (he nurtyr's croivn. In color, ex- 
pnaaion, and simple, powerful feeling, perhnps Spada'e 
maMerpiei^; gaeh, kt leait, is the opinuia of Dr. 
Waagen" 
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Lat. BtacHxa Klafaolsi 
aiT. Der HclUite NICDlaui 
«kd«palftl1yi?b(»l-t>oyt 

robbery or rtolence. Chie 

oUtPi, {ivtEcatiuiy of : 
Dec t, 1. n. 328. 






I PLACE St. Nichola* here because, although he 
wean the psraplieritalia of bjahop, it ia as (ho powerful 
and beneficcnl; patron saint, seldom as the thurchmnn, 
that he appears before as; SiUd of all patron ssjnts he 
ii, perhaps, the most universally popular and iuterest- 
ing. While knighthood hail ila St. George, serfhood 
had is St, Nicholas. He was emphalivaily the saint 
of the people; iiteboirrgeois Baiot, inTOked hy the peace- 
able citiicn, by the lahorcr who toiled for hii daily 
bread, by tha merchant who traded frotn ehoro to shore, 
by (he mariner struggling with the stormy ocean. Be 
was the protector of tho wcalc against tho strong, of tha 
poor agaiuat the rich, of the captive, the pri.'K>ncr, the 
■lave ; he was tha gnardian of yoang marriageable 
maidens, of school-boys, aod espociatly of the orphan 
poor. Id Roaaia, Greece, and throoghout all Catholic 
Europe, childroD ore still taught to reverence St. Nich< 
las, and to consider themselves an placed andi 
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pOLttlior care : if thej are B(H>d, docilo, and 
Ihoir studies, Si, Nicholas, on the ere of his (badval, 
will gnnoiuly fill their cap «r tlwir itwking with dua- 
tiw; while he hu, u ceiuioly, s n>d in (iluklu fur Ibo 
idk and udtdIj. 

Bffigies of thin most henig;n liishop, with his apleadid 
embrmdcied robei, all {littoiiDg with geld and Jewels, 
his miirc, his crosier, and his ihrcD balls, or his three 
attcadnnt children, meet as at everj' lurn, and can never 
be regarded but with noiae kindly Dssociadon of feeling. 
No saiat in tho calendar has so maiiy chorelics, chapels, 
and oilars dedicaltd to him. In England I sapiioso 
there is hardly a town without one church at least 
beantig his name. 

It would be in Tain to aCtompt to estahli^ (his popu- 
lar predilection and widij-s{ircad faine on anything like 
hiitoric^ evidence. All Chat can be curliinlj known 
of him is, that a bishop of this name, voneralde for his 
piety and benevolenee, was honored in the East bb earif 
as the sixth century ; that in tlio Greek Church ha 
lakes rank immediiitely after tiia ^«at Fathviv ; that 
the Emperor Jueiinian dedicated to him. a churtb in 
Conslandnoplo about the ycoi S6Q ; and that since the 
tenth century he has been known and reverenced in the 
West, and become one of tlie gmiteu patron sainta of 
Italy and the northern nations about the beginning of 
the iwelfih centnry. There is no cod to the itories and 
legends in which be appeals as a chief actor. lu this 
case, as in others, I most conlino myself to such a« 
bare been treated in Art ; BJid it tviU be necessary, how- 
ever quaint and absard some of these may bo, to go 
into them in detail, — otherwise the numerous repiescn- 
lalions of his life, acu, and miracles will lose half their 
interest, and more lliaji half their signiScaJlco. 

Nicholas was born at Pouihera, a city of the province 
of Lycia, in Asia Minor. His purculs were Chcislians, 
and of Illustrious birth, and, after they had been mar- 
ried for many yciiTE, a wn was granlcii them, in recom- 
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poiue of the pmjera, anil tears, and alma that llic; 
offiired ii|i raiUJnnallf. This extraordinary child, on 
the first da; he waa bom, etood up la liis hatli with his 
hauds joiODd in thonkagiriog that it had pleased God 
lo bring him into the world. IIu no sooner knew what 
it WBB to feed than he hnen what it wiu to f]Ut, and 
Urrr; Wedneadaf and Fridsf he would only tako the 
breaM once. Aa ha grew ap he waa dialinguished 
among all othor children for his grarity and liia ailen- 
tioti to his Bludies. Uis parents, seeinji; hini full of 
these hoiy dispositions, thought that they could not do 
better than ilodica,te him to the service of God; and 
acrordingly thay did to. 

When Nicholas was orduined priest, aMiough he liad 
tieea beKira remarkable for bit sobriety and linmijity, 
he became more modest in connlenance, more grave in 
ipeech, mors rigoroun in self-denial, than ever. Whon 
lie waa iljll a youth liis fiuher and mother died of tho 
plague, and he remained sole heir of their vaat riches : 
but be looked upon himsotf as merely the steward of 

God's mercies, giTitis lureelf to lil who needed, 

How in that vity there dw«lt a certain nobleman who 
had three daughtera, and, froiD being rich, he beeatue 
poor, — so poor, that there remained do means of ob- 
lainii^ food for his daughters but by socrilidng them 
to aa iiifamous life ; and oftuutimes it came into his 
mind to tell them so, but sliamo and sorrow held him 
damb, Meantime the maidens wept conlinnally, not 
knowing what tu do, and nat baling bread to eat^ and 
(heir Cither beeamo more and more desperatu. When 
Nii-liQlaii heard of tliis, he lliought it a shame thut such a 
thing should bsfipen in a Cliristian land; tliurcforo one 
sight, when tliB matdem wore asleep, and thcii father 
alone sat watching and weeping, be took a bandfnl 
of g\i1U, and. tying it np in a liandkercbief, bo rejisired 
lo tlie dwellinir of the poor num. He eonsldercd liow 
he might bestow it without making himself known, and, 
while Im stood irresolute, tho moon coming from bo- 
hind B oloud showed him a window i^n ; so he ' 
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it in, mnd it fvll at Iho feet of tho fsthcr, wlio, when he 
fbnnd it, ivliinied thanks, miil wilh it ha portioned bia 
cldc«[ daagfhtcT. A •econd time Nicholas provided a 
Rimilar sam, nnd ogaio be (hnnril in bynigfat; and 
witti tt tbe noblcmun married hi> seroud daughter. 
Bui he gieati^ desired to know who it was that camo 
to liis aid ; lliercfara he determined to natRh, und when 
the Rood saint raino Tor tbc third time, and prpporod to 
ttjniw in the third portion, he wai diicorered, lor tbu 
DobleDiHii sriscd him hy the skirt of hia robe, and Bodk 
himself at his feet, sajiog-, "O Nicholas) serrant of 
God 1 why scot lo hide thyself? " and he kissed his 
(eet and his hands. But Nicholas made him promise 
that he would tell no man. And many other cliarita- 
blo woHis did Nicholas porform in his native city. 

And alter some yean }ig undertook a voyage to the 
Holy Land, and he emberkcd on board a ship ; and 
there came on a terrible storm, so that the ship was 
nigh to perish. The sailors fell at his feet, and bo- 
■onght him to save them ; and he rebnked the storm, 
which censed immediately. It happened in tho sams 
voyage that one of the sailors fell overboHrd and w»a 
drowned ,' bnt by the prayers of St. Nicholas he was 
restored to life. 

On returning from Palestine St. Nicholas repaired Co 
tho tity of Myra, where he lived for some time no- 
known and in great humility. And the bishop ofdiat 
raty di«i. And it was revealed to the clergy that the 
filiit man who entered tbe chnrrh on thi' following 
morning wss tbe man chosen by God lo succeed as 
bishop. Nicholas, who was accustomed to rise np very 
early in tbe tnoming to pray, appeared before the doors 
oi the church at sunrise ; bo they laid hold of him, and 
led him into the church, and consecrated him bishop. 
Having attained this dignity, he showed himself worthy 
of it by tho practice of ovciy saintly virtue, but more 
especially by a charily which knew no bounds, Borne 
time afierwarda the city and the province were desolated 
by a dreadful famine, and Nicholas W]is lold that cer- 
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tain ihipa laden w!ih wheat had Knived in the port of 
Myni. Ho went, therefore, anil required of the eap 
laina of these tbbmIb ihM thoj aliouiti give him out of 
cocli a hundred hogsheads of wheat fur iho relief of 
his people ; Iidi Ihey answered, " We dare not do this 
thing, for the wheat was mcaitared at Alexandtio, and 
ve nusi deliver it iolo the graoitj of tba emperor." 
And Si. Nicholas said, •■ Do as 1 hare ordcrwl }rou, 
for it shall uomu lo pass, by tlie grace of God, that, 
when je diachargo jour cargo, there shall be foand no 
diminntion." So the man believed hitn, and when lliojr 
■irintd in Coiutanttnople, tbej fonnd exacll? the same 
qnantily that Eliej had rsccived at Alexandna. In the 
mean time St. Nichotaa dintribated the corn to the peo- 
ple accotdiog to their waoti : and it was mirarulously 
multiplied in his hands, so that they had not only 
enough to eat, but suSident to sow their laedu for the 
fbHowing Tcor. 

It was dnridg this &mine tliol St. Niehoka performed 
one of his most stupendous miracles. As he was trav- 
dling Ihrougli his diocaao lo visit and comfort hia peo- 
ple, he lodged in the house of a certata host who was a 
BOO of Satan, This man, in the scarratr of provisions, 
was aeenstomed to steal iittle children, whom ho miU' 
dered and served up their limbs as meat to his gnests. 
Oa the arrival of i\m hinhop and his retinue, he had the 
Bodocity to serve np the dismemliered limbs of these 
nnhappj children before the man of God, wlio had no 
■ooncr east his ejes on them than ho was aware of tira 
tnad. Ho ivproBehed tliu boat with iiis abominabhi 
crime, and going to the tab where their remains weru 
■ailed down, ho miule over them the sign of iJie cross, 
and they rose up whole and well. Tbo people who 
wilncsicd this great wonder were struck with astonish- 
ment (as, indeed, tliej might well bo), and tito three 
duidraa, who wore [he sons of a poor widow, were nj- 
sloroil to their weeping ntother. 

Some time after these events, the Emperor Cnnatan- 
lina sent certain tribnnea of his arm; tu pot down a 
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nlwllkiij ID PhrTgia. They urived at the cily of Ujn, 
Btid llie lijahop, ia order » i&ve his people liom dicir 
cxnntinn* ond iheir viDlcDce, intiuid. them to bis labia, 
and uiilartaiuod them hanoiably. As they were siniii); 
down (u the ftast it waa told to St. Nivhotiu that ihe 
pndVi of Ihs city h»d mndetiiiHd tiavt, innovent men 
to death, Biid that they were aliuiit to he execaiod, al>d 
that oil the city nas in coEBmotiua beeause of Uiii 
niukcduess. 

WbcD St. Nicholal beard this, he rose lioatity, and, 
followed by hU guests, ran lio llio phtcc of oxecution. 
And he found the thice men wilji ihcir cym hound, 
kneeling there, and the executioner elood with his sword 
already harod ; but when St. Nicholas arrived, he seized 
the sword and took it oat of bia bands, and caiued the 
men ID be nuboaud. No ono dared to resist hiio, and 
even the prefect bnmUed bimsdf before him, and en- 
treated forgiveness, wliii'h the saint gruited not with- 
out diffimlly. The tribunes looking on meanwhile vera 
Slleil with wonder and adnuratiou. When llioy hod 
received the blessiag of tlie good biebop they coutinued 
ihoir voyaj^ m Fhrygia. 

Now it happened, during their ahsence Froin Coiutan- 
tinuple, that their enemies hiMl turned the mitul of the 
emperor against thorn, and filled him with euspidon. 
Un their return tbey vece accused of treason, aad 
thrown into a dungeon, wbpnco they were to bo led 
to death on the following day. In their cxtrcmily Ihcy 
Temomberod St. Nicholas, and cried to him to sava 
tliem : they did not cry in rtuo, for God heard ibcm 
ODt of heaven, and St. NicholaB, in the distant laud 
where he dwelt, also heard tlieir supplication. And 
that same nigbt he appeared to Cuiistanline in a dream, 
and commanded him on his |H:ril to release these men, 
threatening him with the anger of Heaven if he diso- 
beyed. Constantine immediately panloned the men, 
and the next morning he sent them to Myrn to thank 
St. NicbolBs, and 1o pruscut to Mm a copy of the Gos- 
pels, written ia letters of t{old, and hound io a coTSI. I 
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enriched with pearls oiul procions econas. The fame 
of ttus great miraclu spieul for and wide ; and iiince llmt 
timD all ihoae who are in an/ wu; atllicted or dietrcsBed, 
and who aland in gieat peril of tliuir lives, involic this 
gloriuiu saiot, and find saccor at bis hands. And thua 
It happened Ui ixitain mBriocTii in the .^Igean Sea, who, 
in [lie midst of a frightful IcmpcU, ia wliieh Ihuy were 
like to fijuailHr, called upon Christ (0 licUvur tliem 
through the iutercessioa of the blessed St. Nii?hulns, 
who thoreapun appeared lo them anil said, " Lo, hero 
I BUI, my sous I put your trust in God, whoso serviiiit 
I am, aad yc diall be saved." And immediati^ly ilie 
i«a beiaiae calm, and he eondueted the vessel into a 
sale harbor. Wlieicfbre thoae who peril their lives on 
the ip^at deep do also involu St. Nieltolaa ; and all 
harbors of nifuge Mid many chapels Bud altars on the 
Beo-cDUl aio dedicated to Li in. 

Many other great atid good actions did St. Micbolai 
petfona ; but at length be died, yielding up his soul lo 
God with gmat joy and thankfulncEi, on t)iu eiKth day 
of Decotnbor, in the yeu of ttur Lurd S2S, and ho wiu 
bniicd in a munificent church which was in the dty 
of AlycB. 

It is related that St. I^liolas was gammoned (0 tho 
CooQCil of Nice In the year 32i, and tliat, in liis zeal. 
he smote Arius on the face ; but there are mauy nlto 
do not believe this, seeing that the name <if KiiJiolas 
of MjTB doea not appear among the bi^iops cited on 
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The miracles which St. Nicholas performed after bia 
death were nut less wandorTul than Ihoae whiuli bo had 
porfbnned during his lifetime, and for Imndrcds of yeurs 
fnlgrims from oil parts of the East resorted to his tonili, 
In the year 807, Adimet, who comnuuided the fleet of 
Hannin Alrasehid, attacked the sanrtnary, iDTending to 
demolish it ; but lie was deceived by tlio vigilance of 
the monks, and, putting to sea again, he wus destroyed 
with bit whole fleet as a punishment fot this great sau- 
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lilego. After thig event the body of Si. NicholaB rrat- 
od in hii tomb for ibe ipoco of 2B0 jcara ; varioiu 
Kiempu wero made (o carry it off, msiij cities and 
cimrches upiring lo tlie posseBsion of so great a treas- 
nre. At IcDgth in 1084, certain raerchanta of Ban, a 
aty on the coast of Ilalr. opposite to Itat^Qsa, rcuolrcd 
to accomplish this great enterptise. In ihcir trading 
vojagcgi to ihe const of Syria, tbey haJ heard of tlie 
■niroclra of St. Nicbolaa, and, in ihdrpiom enthusiasm, 
resolved to enrich their country irich the postCffiJon of 
Iheso wonder-working relics. Tbey landed at Myra, 
where tliey found the country desolated by the Santcetui, 
the eliarcb in mini, and (lie tomb guarded only by 
tliree raonka. They had no diffically in lakiDg away 
llie holy remains, which were received in the city ai 
Bari with cn-ry demonstration of joy ; and a roagnifl- 
ccnc church was built orer them, which was dedicated 
by Pope Urban II. From, this period the veneration 
fbr SE. Nicholng extended over the West of Europe. 
It is proper to add, that tha Venetians affirm that they 
have tbo tme body of St. Nirholas, rarried off from 
Myra by Venetian merchnnta in the year 1100. The 
pretensions, however, of (he city of Bari are those gen- 
erally acktiowledged, and ihence the saint has obtained 
the name, by wbich bo is best Iuidwii, of iSi. NieAoItu 
de Bari.* 

Devotional flgm^ of St. Nicholas exhibit him as 
aunding in tlic habit of Q bialiop. In the Greek pic- 
tures he is dressed as a Gre«k bishop, witiiout the mitre, 
bearing the cross instead of the crosier, and on his 
cope embroidered the tbi^e Peraong of the Trinity :t 
but in Western Art his episcopal habit is that of the 



t Figoraand hendiof SUNicbDluareeapeclmllTrrt 
Qrvtk devutli>iu1 pIcCoreA, u h« !■ the grcaLcat, or, jit ]ei 
papu]jiT,iaLabor the Greek Churcb- 
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Western Chnreh ; he weare the milre, iho copo, in gen- 
era] gorgcuueiy oruamenled, the joivulled gluvet, imd 
the crosier. Bo hns Eoniolimes a short gra; linird; 
MmetitneB he is beardlosa, in allusion to hia youlli wlien 
elected biihop. fiis proper attiibute, the threo balla, 
may ba variouBly inierptcced ; but in general they ore 
nnderatood to wguify the three pnrsea of gold, which 
he threw imo the poor man's window. Some eay ihcy 
represent three lonres of LrGad, and allude to Ills feed- 
ing tbe poor during the famine ; and others, again, in- 
taqiret them inlD a geueral allusion to the TrJuity. 
The first ia, however, the most popnlar inlErpretatian. 
These balls are sometimes pl&eed upon lila ixiak ; some- 
ttcnes at his feet : and aomotimea in hia lap, as in a 
miniature engrared in Dibdia's <' Deuimeron," where 
bo ia throaed, and gires hia beaodiction as patron. I 
bare also seen them converted into an ornament for 
hia (Toaier, when they coald not convemently be placed 
elsewhere, as in a pieturu by Barlulo Sonosc. Oeea- 
aionally, inatead of the three balla, there are three purses 
foil of gold, which esprtea more distinctly tha alluKioa 
to hia famoua lu^t of diarity, sa in a atstue in liis church 
at foligno.* Another, and alao a very frequent aitri- 
bnte, allndea to the miracle of the three children. Ttiey 
ara represented in a tub or a rase, looking np to him 
with joined hands. 

I presume this alory of lUo chiUren to have boon, 
ID ilB primitive form, one of tliose religious allegories 
which exprosa the cooTecsioa of sinners or nnbeliovera. 
I am the more inclined to this opinion, because 1 have 
teen pictnres in which tho wicked host is u imuiifest 
demon with hoofs and claws ; and the tub, wliich con- 
te tlu«e children, baa the form of a baptismal 
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anvlior at hb riiJe. or a a1ii|) n seen in iha b&ckgit)iiD<1, 
as in a picture by Puul VwoneM. 

In connequence of his popnlsrit^ bs Pairon snd Pro- 
tei^tor, St. Ktchota» freijuentlj appmrs re an attendant 
on ttie enthrOBod Madonna and cbilil* Tho moat 
beaiilirul example 1 ran refer to is Baphnel's "Ma- 
doniin ilei Aasidei" ax Blenheim, where the benign and 
pennivH dimity of St, Nieliutait, holdiug the GoEpel open 
in Ilia (land, riTala in rfuxntcteristic expreBBion the re- 
ftnol loveliness of the Vii^n and bet Son, We may 
imagino him reading aloud from his hook some divine 
pccrept of charity, — s£, " Loer ipar aietnvt ; (to goad to 
Ihem dial hats jou " ; it eeema reflected in his fw,T 

I think it nnneccasary to particularize forthcr Ihe 
devotional pietara* in which St. Nieholai figur™ alone 
(or, which is much more fio[u*u!t, grouped wttti other 
laiQls), because ho ifl in gencnd easily diHcriminalod, 
— the three balls, on his book or at his feet, being the 
most freqaent attribute, and one which belongs lo no 
otiicr eaini. As palroo saint of cliildien, n child is 
sometimes kissing his hand or the hem of his gamn^ol. 
I recollect, in a pictorc hy Bonvidno, at Brescia, an 
apptltatiott of the religious character of this saint to 
portrniture and common life, which appears to me 
higlily beautiful and poetical. SC Nicholas is present- 
ing to the Virgin two orphans, while she looks down 
npon them fmra ber throne with a benign air. pointing 
ibem ont to tht notice of the InJhnt Savionr, wits is 
aottled in her lap. The two boys, orphans of the uohls 
family of Boncaglia, are richly dressed : one holds (ha 
mitre of the guod bishop ; tbo otbcr, the three balls. 

Separate Bcenea from bis life do not often occur ; in 
gcncml wo bava two, throa, or more together. The 

• Bh Lagcnte it ths Uidoom. 

baa iBIelr been i 
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fhrorits subject, in a detached tbnn, is that whkh ie 
properly stylcii ■' The Charily of St- Ni::holBS." The 
kadlng idea does not vaiy. In one pnrt of the pompo- 
■itien the tb»e moidonB are repniacnteil m asleep; 
their fttlier WHtcliIng near titem. Nicholas is seen oal- 
sidB in Iha ael of throwing a pnree (or, in some khses, 
a ball of gold) in at tlte window: Ite is young, and in 
a Mcnlar dress. Tliere is an engraving, Bfter a ™mpo- 
Bition bir Parmigiano, vrhicli can hardly be excelled for 
delicacy and grace: llio figures and attitqdes of the 
dangbters are moHt elegant. In a eerica of the actions 
of St. Nicholas, whether it consists of many or few 
(nbjeos, thia beantifnl incident is never omitliiit. An 
a Greeic series we have genamlly two or threo or more 
of tbe rollowiDg subjects. Sometimes the scleclion of 
scenes is from his life ; sometimes from the miracles 
pcrformod after his death, or after his iraaslation from 
the const of S^ria to tbe coast of Italy ; or both are 
combined, 

1. His intaat piety. The scene is the interior of a, 
roont, where his motber ia seen in bod ; in the fom- 
gronnd. attendants are busied nmud the uew-liorn saint, 
who, wid> a glury ronnd his bead, stands apright in bis 
bath, his hands joined in prayer, aod his eyes raised to 

S. He stands, as a boy of nbonl twelve years old, 
listening to the words of a preacher. w)io points him 
oat to Ills congregation us tbe futorG saint. 

3. His charity to the three poor girls : they are seen 
throngh a door, asleep in an inner rhambcr; the father 
Bits in front; ontsido the hoDse, the saint stands on tip- 
toe, sad is throwing dte purse in at the w 



(In a small pictoro which I ba\ 



o of the maidens ai 
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bat tbe third is tatting off her ^titer's boot ; ho sits as 
one overpowered with sorrow and Giligne : the eninl is 
ontaide looking in at the window. Thig is an unusual 
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bat the previous moment, and the filuJ aiualioa of tha 
dnughtera to their poor father.) 

4. Tlio mnBocralion of St. Nicliolas as Bishop of 
M^ra. We hnve tiia aatyect, b; Paul Veronese, in 
our National Gallery. 

fi. The Funioo at Mjni. A seaport with ahipa in 
the dislaaeei in front a number of Hacks of I'ani, and 
mea eiaployed in measuring it OBt, or carrying it 
Bwaj ; St. NicKolai in bin episcopal robog suuiils b/, 
as directing the whole. 

6, Tbe Siorm at Sw. BcsiQcn on bourd a sinking 
vessel ; St. Nicholas appears as a visioa above ; in one 
htuid he holds a iighiecl taper, nith ibe other he appears 
b) direct tlie course of the vessel. 

(In a Greek series of the Ufa of St. Nicholas, llie Eub- 
JMt which fbllons here is the Council of Kice. A nam- 
ber of bishops are seated in a sBoticircIo ; Conetantiite, 
with crown and sceptre, presides ; in front, Nichalas ia 
in the act of giving Arius the mcmorahle box on the 
ear. This ineideut I do not remember to have seen in 
Western Art,) 

7. Three men are seen bound, wiih guards, &c., and 
an execntioncr raises hiu sword lo strilte. St. Nicholas 
(be is sometimes hovehng in the air) slays tbe hand of 
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B. The miracle of the three boys teatared to life. 
irbea treated as an incident, and not a devotional lep- 
resenladon, is given in a variety of ways ; the mangled 
limbs are spread on a table, or underneath a board ; the 
nicked host is on his knees ; or lie is endeavoring to 
escape ; or the three boya, already made whole, arc in 
an attitude of ndorotioo befoni their benefactor. 

S. The death of St. Nicholas, and ongals bear his 
sool to heaven. 

ID. When tJie series is comploto, the translation of 
the body and its reception at Bar! are included. 
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DD the wmdows of die calhedniU at Chortrea andBour- 
ges, ftnd ■□ tlie ancient Gptliic Bculpluro. As thoy 
were erideully fabricated after the iniublalion uf his 
relics, they mo not likely w occur id gcnnina Byzuntino 

I. A certain Jew of Calabria, hearing of the great 
raironles pcribrmad by St. Nicholas, atole his image out 
of B churcli, and placed It in hia house. When lie 
went out, ho left under the care of the aaiot all hia goods 
und treasures, threatening him (like an irreverent pitgnn 
Bi he wa^) that if ho did not keep good vralch he would 
c^uuUso him. On a certain day, the Jew went out, and 
robbers came and carried off all his treasuiea. When 
the Jew retnmed he reproached St Nicholas, and beat 
the sacred image and hacked it cruelly. The same 
night St. Nicholiia appeared to the robbers, all bleeding 
and mntilated, and conimanded them iinniedialely to 
restoto what they had t^en. They, being terriaed hy 
the vision, repured to the Jew, and gave up every- 
thing. And the Jew, being aatoninhod at thi9 toiracle, 
mg baptized, and becama a truo Cbrieiiau. 

This story is represented on one of the ivinJows of 
the Cathedral at Chartrcs, and hero St. Nicholas tigures 
aa the guanliun of property. 

2. A certoia man, who was very desirous of having 
on heir to hts estate, vowed that if his praj'er were 
granted, the Grst time ho took hia son to charch ba 
woold otlvr a cnp of gold on the altar of St. Nicboles. 
A son v/ts granted, and tlio father ordered the cup of 
gold to be prepared; hut when it was finished, it was 
so woadorfiilly beautiftil, that ho resolved to keep the 
cap for himself, and caused another of less value (o bo 
oude for Iho sainC After same time the man went on 
■ journey to accomplish his vow; and being ou the 
way, he ordered his Uttlo soa to bring him water in the 
golden cnp he had appropriated, but, in doing so, tha 
child fell into the water and woe drowned. Then tho 
nnhappy lather lamenlcd himself, and wept and re- 
pented of his great Biit ; and, repairing to the church of 
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Bt. Vieholai, ho oflbrwl np ihe silver cop; hot (l fell 
frnm the iktiar; anil ■ aecoad anri ■ third time h fbll; 
and wliile ihej all looked on utDniBhed, behold I Ihe 
dromed boj «ppeni«d befiire thvm, and stood on the 
■topa or tlie nllar bearing the golden cup in his hand. 
He related how the good St. Nit'bolas had pmervod 
hiiD alive, and brought him there. The father, full of 
gratitude, ot&red up both ihc cups, and returned home 
with his ion in joy and thjmkigiTing. 

Of tliJB Btorj there are many vuvions in proec and 
rhjmc, and I have froquentlj ema it in »'ulpture, 
painting, and in llie old iCained g:1as<; it u on one of 
the window! of the Cathedral of Bourf^e: in a lios- 
relief engraved in Cicognora'a work,' the ehild, with 
the golden cop in his hand, is bllinj; into the lea. 

3. A rich merchant, who dwelt on the boidere of a 
heathen country, hut was hitneelf a Chrietian, and a 
devout worshipper of St. Nitholna, had an only son ; 
and il happeeeil that (ho jouth nae taken nptire hj 
the heHihens, and, being sold as a eUve, he served the 
king of IliU country as cupbearer, One iaj, a» he 
filled the oap at table, he remembered EUddenlj ihal it 
was the fbast of St. Nirholaa, and \w wept. The king 
said, "Whj weepest thou, that thy tears rail aud 
mingle in mj enp 1 " And the boy told him, Mying, 
"Tliia ia Ihe day when myparonH and my kindred a« 
met together in great joy to honor onr good Bl. Nicho- 
ba ; tind I, alae I nm far from them t " Then the king, 
most like a pagan blasphemer, anewcred, "Great as is 
(by Si. KichoioB, he eannot save thee from my band I " 
No eooner had he spoken Iho words, than a whirlwind 
shocdt the palarc, and Bl. Nicholas, appearing in the 
midei, eanght np the yoQih by the hair, and plared 
him, stiil holding Ihe royal cup in his hand, suddenly 
before his family, at the very moment when hia father 
hod distribuled Ihe iMinquet to the poor, and wot be- 
teeching tbuir prayerg in behalf of his captive son. 

Of tliis story alsa there ore innumerable versions; 
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L h'a hand figares ii 
itiogniah tlie ci 
s- il is a doughlcr, not a 
BOD, who is delivered from raptivity. In a fresco bj 
GiottiDO at Assisi, tbe familj are seated at labia, and 
the captJTe, condaoted by St. Nicliolaa, appears before 
them : the raolhar stretchea out her Brma, tiio fiithcr 
clasps his hands in thanksgiving, and a little dog rei^og- 
nizcE the FuWied cs^jtivB' 

I have ohaervod that St, Nicholas of Ban and St. 
Julian of RiinJni are often fbnnd in the eaniu grou|), oa 
joint protectors of the eastern coast of Italy and ali the 
commercial citSes bordering the shore of the Adriatic, 
ftora Vtmice to Tareoto. There is a conspicuous ex- 
ample in tlte Louvre, In a boaittifiil pictare by Lorenzo 
di Credi (No, 177). Anotiier, nn exquisito little Coro- 
nation of ths Tiigin, was in tin coUectioD of Hr. 
Rogeit.* 



I most now take leave of the good St. Nicholna. Bo 
widely diShsed and of such long standing is his feme, 
thai a eolleetion of tiia efll}^eB aod the snbjcila from 
hii legend would comprise a history of art, of moral*, 
of manners, of OBtume, for the last thousand yeaiM. 
I hare said enough to lead tlie fancy of the reader In 
Oa» direction : otlwr and brighter forms beckon ns 
forwards. 

' Seu Lcgciids ;jf the Uodcnma- 
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to these- boantifnl and Blorions im- 
B penOTUttionB of reminino intellect, lieroiam, 
J purity, fordtadc, and faith some of the most 

il excelling worka of an ivhich bare been 
handed down to ufl. Olhor fomB^3 martyrs wtTO merely 
womoil glorified in heaven, for virtues exerciEed oa 
eanh ; bat ilifie were alieolaCely, in sil bnt the Danie, 
DivinitieB. Witb rogard to the othcra, even the moat 
apocTjiih&l among them, wo con etill recognize Bome 
indicatiom, however vague, liowever diagaiged, that they 
had beeoat one titue or aaotlior anbetantiaL beings; bat 
witb regard to these, bU anch traces of an indiddual 
Bxiateaix seem to have been wmpletely merged in tho 
abstract idena the; represented. The worship of the 
others was conflnBil to certain localtiicE, certua occn- 
siona; but Ihae were invoked overywliarc, and at all 
seasons ; thoy were poaem, differing iodoed from the 
KOBUoos divinities of ancient Greece, innsmunh as tha 
moral Bttribntea were iuiiiutely higher and purer, bat 
representing them in their saperhaman might and 
roiyeBty ; and tbongb the Church assumed that theira 
wa» a delegated power, it was never so cotuidored bj 
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the people. They were styled intercengors ; but when 
a man addressed hU prayers la St. Cutlierinc to Dbtain 
a boon, it woa with the fall convicciDD that she had 
power to grant it. 

I am not nowspeakingof the faith of ihp enliKlitencd 
and reflecting Roman Cathoties on such eubjcits, but 
of the Eeelingg whiefa exifiled, aud still exist, aiiinii!; the 
lower classca in CatlioUc coantrieu, pnrtirularly Italy, 
respecting these poetical beings of whom I am novr to 

Their wholly ideal character, the tacit setting oeide 
of all hnman tcEdmony >rith reference to their real or 
unreal existence, instead of weakening thfir inlluence, 
itivesicd them with a divine glory, and kept alivn the 
enthiuiuim inspired by the dignified and graceful fornu 
in which they eland embodied before ua. I know thai 
there are excellent and canacientiona persona wlio for 
this Tery reason look upon the pictures and elllgies of St. 
Catherine and Bi. Bnrbara with an oapecial dislike, a 
terror in which there is a sort of bscination. I wjuli tliut 
what I am about ta wriu may qniet their minds on the 
snbject of these ■' mythic fancies " : they will see liow 
impossible it is tliat those allegories (which by simplicity 
and ignorance were long aci-epted as facts) should ever 
hereafter be received bnt as one form of poetry ; and 
that nnder this aspect they cannot die, and ought not. 

If those who consider works of art would be content 
to regard them tliuK, — not merely as pretty pictures, 
nor yet as repudiated idols, but as lovely allegoricfl to 
which the world Ustencd Ln its dreamy childhood, and 
which, lilte the ballad or the fiury tale which kept the 
aieep fi-om oar eyes and our breath Euspeticteil in in- 
&ncy, have still a charm for oar latest years ; — if they 
would not be afraid of attaching a meaning to them, 
bnt consider what we may bo permitted, nnreproved, to 
seek and to find in them, both in sense and sentiment, 
— how many pleasures and associations would be re- 
vealed in every picture, in every group or figure, which 
iB DOW passed over either with indl^reace or repug- 
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Muiiwl Can Ihef bdiers then is danger tbM aaj 
IstioBBl being should tall back into a Berond childhood 
of credulity! Let ihcm nowjud^ti. 1 bveUuitb ihu 
fflortusLSHHui Vtrgine, St. Cntheiiiie. 



^ 
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Tbg legend of St. CathoTiDo is not of bigh aotiqai- 
tf ; even among the Greeks, it caonot bo traced further 
back than the eighth century ; and in the East it appcnn 
to have originnied ivttli the monku of bfount Situi. 
la a literary (briu, we dud it firel in the Greek Meool- 
ogy of Iba Emperor Best in ilie niotli eeDtutj. The 
enusdera of the cleveath cenlui? brought it from iho 
Eaat ; and in {cratitude for the aid and pmteciion which 
this " Invittisstma Eroiaa " was suppoaed to have ex- 
tended to tlie Christian warriofB in the Holy Land, her 
Gre^ namo, her romantk, cuplivatlng legondi and licr 
worship as one of the locNt potent of sums, spread 
with such extnujrdiiuuT rapidiry over the wlluU of 
Western Chrislendani, that in the twellUi centHrj' it wm 
all but uniretsal. About the fifteenili century, eons 
reasonable doubts liaving Iwen cast, not only on the au- 
tlieuticity of her l^«nd, but on her very oiLitieoce, vaiu 
atlempta were made to banish her from the lalcndai ; 
her f^tival, after being one of the most lulumu iu tii« 
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Cliurch, WW, by leverd prclolea of rraar« aud Ger- 
Taaaj, lappreaaed Bllogellier, und b; oihets left Ireo 
from all rutijj;iuua obllgationa : but in Art, and in ilic 
popular veneciLtion, Sb- Catherine kept her ground 
Evan in the Eagliah reforiaed calendar she rowins her 
pUwe ; even iu London, cburclieti and parislifs, and in- 
stitulious, oiuMi placed Dudor her protection, still rctaia 

Of all the temale saints, naxt lo Marf Magdalene, St. 
CuhGrine is tlio most pofmlar : venerated bj the man 
as [he divlue putroncKa of learning ; ajid by the ivunion 
regjarded as the Ijiie of fetaalo intelleoC and cluijuuDeu, 
ai well'aa of courageoiu piel/ anri rhastity. She is 
Ihe impirer of wiadoni and good counsel in time of 
need, — the MiunTva uf tlio beatheua, Eofmned and re- 
fined by the attribuUB of the Chrietian maJlyr. Tlie 
sconea uken G-om her life and " actK " are so diveni- 
fiod, and of such perpetual recurrence, that I shall 
give tho legend hero with all iu delsilii uf cireumiitance, 
only otuitliag tlie loiij: speeclies, and paaiing over with- 
out funher remark that brave deliaDcc of all Ijiatoricol 
probDlNlitica which seta critLeidm at naught. 

CouBtantina Chloma, llie father of Conatanlina the 
Great, had a first wife before ho married tlio Empress 
Holeiuu She died in giving biith lo a eon, wliose 
name wai Coatis, and whom hia &ther Riarried to (ha 
only daughter and huiresa of (ho King of Egyp(, a vir- 
tuoUB princess, whose name wa« Sabinella ; irilh her 
he lived and reigned in great pros[)erity and lm|>pineas 
for wvcrol years, liut after the law of tlie Fu^ns, lor 
ihuy were, unhappily, idolaters. 

Like all motlion who bring forth aaiuiB, Queen Ba- 
bjnella had a prophetic dream, in which was prutigured 
the glory of her fini'born. In due (ime she gave birth 
to a daughter, who was uumcd Catherine. At the mo- 
loenl sUe came into the world a glory of liglit una aeou 

* There ore any-one oburobefl Ln England dedicated [n her 
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to pltj uroand ber h«ad. From \ia earliest itdknc; 
Bbe wag llie wonder or all who beheld her, for grace of 
mind and person. " She drank so plentcoaglj from 
the veil of wisdom," that at the age of liAeen there 
mu none comparable to her in the honing and philos- 
oph; of the CieDtilee, She could have " talked of stars 
and Smuunenta and Gradrakm," of •■ sines and co-sinea 
and fixed nuios," — eho could have answered all those 
hard tbiaga wliicb the Queen of Shcba propotinded 
to King Solomon. The works of Pinto were her far 
Toriie stnd; ; and the tea^ng of Stxraics had pre- 
pared her to rcct^ive a higher and a pnrcr doctrine. 
The king her fathra', who loved her, ordainnd lo vrnit 
□pon her seven of the wisest masters tliat could be got- 
tea together ; bnt Catherine, divinely endowed, bo far 
escellcd tliem nil. that ihej who came to teach her, be- 
came her disciples. Moreover, ho ordained for her a 
tower in his pnlace, with divvrs chunilwrs furnished with 
sU kinds of mathematical instmmcnts, ia which she 
migrht stud^ at plcasiu^. 

When Catherine ma ahoat fourteen, her lather, King 
Costis, died, and left her heiress of his kingdom. But 
when she waa qncen, CathEnQe shawed the same eon- 
tempt for all worldl/ care and roj'al splendor that she 
bad hitherto exhihited, far abo shut herself up in her 
palace, and devoted horeelf lo the study of philosophy. 

" Thorofore," aays the old EDghah legend, " when 
the people saw this, they were discontented. And the 
nobles of that country came to their lady and queen, 
and desired her lo call a parliament. And the estates 
being met, they besought hor, as she was so moch given 
to stady and learning, that she would be pleased to take 
a husband who should assist her in the government of 
the conntry, aod lead them forth to war, 

" When she heard this, ahe was much abashed and 
troubled. And she said, ■ What manner of man ia this 
that I must miuTy 3 ' ' Mudam,' said the spenkcr, • you 
■re OUT most sovereign lady and queen, and it is well 
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kaowp to oil that ye poesesa four noiablu ptte : iIig 
flnt is, that 76 be coma oF tha most nohle hlnod in llie 
whole world ; the secooil, tKnt yc be a gn.iu iriberiior, 
and the greatest that livelh of iromcn to out knowl- 
edge : the third, that ya ja icjeaoe, uunn'mg, and wis- 
dom surpass all others ; and. the fbnrth, that in bodily 
shape Bod benoty thera is none like you : wherefore we 
beseech ye, Ijadj, that theae good giOa, in whieh the 
great God h&th endowed juu beyond all creatures else, 
may move you to take a lord to your husband, to the 
end that ye may have an heir, to the comfort and Joy 
of your people.' 

" ' Then,' answered the yonng Queen Catherine, with 
a grave countenance ; ' if UoJ and nature have wionght 
w great virtues in us, we are so math the mure bound 
lo loTO him, and lo please him, uud to think humbly 
of all his great gifts ; therefore, my lordu and lieges, 
give hoed to my words. He that slull be my husband 
and the lord of mine heart shall also possess four nota- 
ble gitis, and be so endowed that all creatures shall 
have nood of bim, and he shitll have need of itone. 
He slu^l be of so noble blood that all aiaa slinll wor- 
ship him, and so great that I shall never think tliat I 
have made him kii^ ; so rich, that he shall pass all 
others in riches ; so full of beauty, that the ao^els of 
Cod shall desire to behold him ; and so benign, tliat ho 
n gladly forgive all ofK^nces done unto liim. And if 
■ l!ud me BQch an one, I will take him for niy husband 
and (ho lord of my heart.' 

■• With this she cast down her ayes meekly, and held 
r still. And ail her lords and princes and council- 
Ion looked upon each other and knew not what to re- 
ply ; for they said, • Such a one as she hath devised 
there never won none, and never shall he ' ; and they 
saw there was no remedy in the matter. Her mother 
SolHnella also intreatod her, saying-, ■ Alas, my daogb- 
ter, where shall ye Iind such a husband 1 ' and Cather- 
ine answered, ■ If I do not Iind him, he ahall dud me, 
fbrothcrwill I none' ; — and she bad a great condict 
and battle to keep her virginity. 
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" Sof there tru a cert^n holj henmc <rba dwell in 
• down aboDt two days' journey from the (My of AL 
oxBDdria ; to turn the Vii^io Mnrjr appeared pat of 
lieareD, aad sent liim witli a meBsige of comfart tu iha 
young Queen Calheriiie, to lell ber that the hiubiinil 
whom she hod desired wafi her Son, who v/aa greater 
than an; monnreh of tliia world, being himself tJie King 
of Glory, and the Lord of all power and might. CaiJi- 
erine deainid to beliold her future LtidegrooiD. Tim 
benaic therefore ga<e her a picture represeDiing tlia 
Vit^n Maiy and her divine Son ; and when Catherine 
beheld tliD heaveoly face of ihe Kedeemcr of tlie Hurld, 
bar heart wai filled with love of hia beauty and inno- 
cence : bIm forgot lier boukB, her B|)benai, and her phl- 
loBophen ; — Plato and Soirates becanie lo her lediooi 
us a twicc'told tale. Site plaicd the pit-'tnrc in her 
study, nnd tlutt night u ahe slept upon her bed slie 
had a dream. 

" In her dream she journeyed liy the aide of the old 
hermit, who couductiid licr lonardB a Bantluary on the 
top of a high mounlain ; and »lien lliey reached the 
portal, ihorB rnme out to meet them a glorious mm- 
pBuy of angels elotlicd in white, and wearing chaplels 
of wiiite lilies on thotr beads; and Catherine, being 
dazzled, fell on her rai«, and an angel said to her, 
■ Stand Dp, our dear sister Catherine, and be right 
welcome,' Then they led her lo an inner court, where 
stood a Bocand company of angels eloihed in purple, 
and wearing chapletB uf red roses on their heads ; and 
Catherine fell down before them, but they said, 'Stand 
Dp, our dear sister Catherine, for iJice halh the Sing 
of Glory delighted to honor,' Then Catheritio, with a 
trembling joy, stood up and followed them. They led 
heron to an inner chaini)eT iu which waa a royal ijoeen 
standing in her state, whoEe beauty nnd majesty might 
no heart think, nor pen of man dcscriln, and around 
ber a glorious company of angels, saints and nuirtyrs : 
they, laking Catherine by the hand, prescntud her to 
the queen, saying, • Our moat gracioHS sovereign Ladj, 
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EmpceH of Heaven, and Motliet of tha King ot BlesscJ- 
tww, be pleated that we tjcre proe«ut lo you our d^r 
Btstcr. whow Dame is wrinea in [lie took of life, lu- 
neehing jou of jonr l)ciiigD grace to receive her ni 
your daugliuir and huiilmaiileD.' 

" Our Bleased Lady, full of all gruce and goodneiis, 
bid her welcorue, and, taking her by Ihe baod, loil lier 
tu our Lord, »ajiag lo him, 'Most sovereign honor, 
jay and glory be to you. King of BleaiednesB, my I^rd 
and my Son J Lo t I have brought into your blei^iitd 
presence yooc servaat and maid Catherine, n-hich for 
your love hath renonueed all eaitlily thiii^el' But 
the Lord turned away his head, and refused hur, say- 
ing, ■ Shu is not £iir nor boaulifut enough for me.' 
The maiiten, hearing these words, awoke iu a pasiiiun 
of grief, and wept till it vras morniog. 

"Then she cidled to her the hermit and fell at hia 
feet, and dechuvd hor vision^ laying, ' Wluit shalt I do 
to benxne worthy of my releslial bridegroom 1 ' Tiio 
bennii, seeing she whs stilt in the darkness uf heatlien- 
um, iiutnicied her fully in the Cliriittian fniili ; IIicd ho 
baptized her, and, with her, her motlMir Sabinella. 

" That night, as Catlieriae slept njion her bed, the 
blesseil Viigin appoarod to het agaia, accompanied by 
ber divine Son, and with Ihem a nohlc company of 
lainis and anguls. And Mary again proseouid Cath- 
erine (o the Lord of Glory, auyiog, ' Lo 1 she hiith liceD 
Inptised. Bjid I myself have been her j;odmolhcrr 
Then the Lord smiled upon her, and held out his 
hand and plighted his troth to her, putting a ring on 
her linger. When Catherine awoke, rumeuil;ering her 
dream, she looked and saw the ring upon heir finger; 
and boneefbrth, regarding Mrsvlf as the Iwtrothed of 
Cliriat, alic despised the world, and all the pomp of 
Wrthty sovereignty, tllinking only of tliu day wliich 
should reunite her with (ler celestial and caponscd 
Lord. Thus she dwelt in her palace in Ale 
until the good quoon Saliinella died, and she 
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At this timo the rfrant Maximin, who is called by 
the Greeks Maxentius, grenily pcraecuied the Clinrch, 
and, being como lu AlexandriB, lie guthervd all the 
CIiriBtiiuifi (o^^ther, and commanded them, on pain of 
severest tormcalB, to worabip the lieathen goda. St. 
Catherine, hearing in tlie rcccsaea of her palitfe the 
cries of the people, sallied forth and eotilTonti<d the ty- 
rant on the Btcpe of ttje temple, pleading for her felbw- 
ChriittiBnB, aad demonstrating "m-a: Jbrce a/Unginnies" 
the trath of tho Christian and the bisdiood of the 
Psgwi reli^n. And when the had argnid for a long 
time after the manner of the philoEopliers, quotiog 
PUto and Socrates, and the hooka of the Sibyls, she 
looked ronnd upon Maximin and the priests, and said : 
"Ye admire this temple, tlio work 0! human liands; 
these fitir oniaiuonta and pretioua gems, these statues, 
that look as if they conid move and breath : admire 
rather tlie temple of tlie universe, — the heavens, the 
tarlh. the sea, and all that is (herein : admits rather the 
FOLirse of tliose eternal stars, wliieli Stora tlie beginniDg 
of ali creation have pursued their eourse towards the 
west and returned to ns In the cast, and never pansc for 
rest. And when ye have admired these IhingE, cnn- 
lider the greatness of Him who made them, who is the 
great God, even the God of the ChriEtlaus, unto whom 
tliese Iliy idols are leas than the dust of tho earth. 
Missrahle are those who plaee their faith wlicre tliey 
can neither find help in the moment of danger, nor 
comfort in the hour of tribalalion ! " • 

Maximin being confounded hy her arguments, and 
yet more by her eloquence, which left him without 
reply, oidered that fifty of Che most learned philnso- 
phora and rhetonciBDS should he collected ftom all 
parts of his empire, and promised them exceeding great 
rewards if they overeame the Christian princess in arga- 

• "TbB be&yen Indeed it tilshi the nrth Is gnat* die Kslm- 
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ment. Theso philosophers were at first indignant at 
being assembled for such n futile |iurpoeo, cateomiag 
nothing bo easy ; and tiicy itoA, •' Pliioe her, O Ciesrc ! 
before ni, that her folly and nuhuean may bo oxpoaod 
to all the people." Bnt Catherino, nowise afraid, rec- 
ommendiKl herself to God, praying; that ha woald not 
alioiT the caase of trnth to euffbr through her feebleness 
and insnSciuQc^y. And she disputed with all these 
orators and sages, qnoting against them the Law and 
the Prophels, the worlu of I'lato and the books of Iho 
Sibyls, until they were utterly confounded, one aflcr 
another, and straek dunib byhor guperior learning. In 
the end they confessed themselves vanquished and con- 
verted to tlie foith of Christ. The emperor, enraged, 
ordered them to be eonaumed by fire ; and tliey went to 
death willingly, only regretting that they hud not been 
baptized ; bm CaihMino Kaid to thom, " Go, bo of good 
coura^, for your blood shall be accounted to you as 
baptism, and (bo flames as a crown of glory." And 
sbe did not cease to exhort and comfort them, till tiicy 
had sll perished in the flames. 

ThuQ Maximin ordered [but she should bo dragged to 
his palace; and, being inflamed by her beauty, lie en- 
deavored to eorrapt her virtuo, but she rejected iiis 
o&n with scorn ; and being obliged at this time to 
depart on a. warlike e^ipeditiou, ho ordered his creature, 
Porphyry (called in the French tegcud "Lo Chevalier 
Forphiic"), to cnst her into a dungeon, and starve her 
lo death; bnt Colberine prayed to ber heavenly bride- 
groom, and the angels descetidcd and ministered to her. 
And at [he end of twelve days tile empress and Fur- 
phyiy visited ttie dungeon, which, as tiiey opened tha 
door, appeared all Ellod with fragranco and light, 
Whorenpon they fell dowo at the feet of St. Catherine, 
and with two hundred of their altondanta deohtrod 
Aiemselves Christians. 

When Maximin returned to Alexandria, ho waa 
idzed with fary. He coiQmanded bis wile, the cm- 
mcss, with Porphyry and the other converts, to be put 
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to ■praci death; bnl bciBemore thtmeverinflamed hj 
the be*al7 and wisdom of Catherine, he oAercd to make 
her his empms, and minieas of ihe whole world, if she 
would repudiate tlte nome of Chriat. But die ivpKed 
with Morn, " Shall I (bTBake mj glorioua heayaiily 
apouMi lo nnite mvself with thee, who art bBsc-bom, 
wii'kioil, Bud defbmwd^" On hoaring thcBo words, 
UBximin roareil like n lion in his wrsth ; and ho rom- 
mooded thm the; shonld coDBtmct Conr wheeta, anned 
with sharp poinls and blades, — two levolving in one 
direclton, two in another, — bo that between ihem ber 
tender body should be torn into ten thousand piecM. 
XnA St. Catherine made henelf read; to go lo this ertiel 
death ; and as she went she prajcd that the fearful in- 
BCrument of torment prepored fat her ml|;ht be tamed 
to tlie glorj of God. So they bound her btiwecn the 
wheels, and, nt the same moment, Rre eame down &om 
beaven. sect bjthe destroying angel of God, who broke 
Ilw wheels in pieces, and, by the fi^gments whieh flew 
aronnd, the executioners and three Uionaand people 
peribhed in (hat day. 

Yet for all this the thrice-hardened tyrant repented 
not, but ordered that Catlieritic should be varricd otu- 
iide the rity, and ri)ere, after being soonrgcd with rods, 
beheaded by the sword : — which was done. And when 
lh« was dead, angels took up her body, and carried it 
over the Desert, and over the Red Sea, till they de- 
poEited it on the snmmil of Mount Sinai. Thna it 
rested in a tnorblo Bareaphagns, and in the eighth 
century a monastery wn* built over her remains, whieh 
tuv revered to this day : but the wicked tyrant, Maxi- 
min, being overcome in battle, was slain, and the beasts 
and birds devoured him ; or, as others relate, an iuward 
Ere consumed him till he died. 

In this romanlic legend what a storehoneo of pirtu- 
restjuc iuddcntt — And, aecordingly, wo find that poets 
and painters have einally Bvmled tlicmselveg of it. As 
ballad, as drama, as romance, it clrculaled among ths 
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peoplp, anrt lent nil inlemt to the graoioEis and fkmiliar 
offiiriOB whith BYorywbonj Rhoimd. In England St. 
Oubcrine was eapeciallj' popalnr. About the year 
1119, GooffrO)-, aloamed Norman, wa» invited from the 
Univereitj of I'luii to saporintend the direi-tion of ihs 
trhoiM of the Ahbey ol' Dimstahle, where he «)ra|>08ed 
a ptaj ODtitled ■' St. Catborioe," and csased it to bo 
1 by his BcholaiB. Tbia was, perhaps, the lirst 
~ le of ihd kind that whs ever attempted, and Ih« 
first trace of (healt^ral represcDtAtion that evor appeared 
In Eo^nnd. Drydea's trmgedy of " Tyntnnie Xofe " 
it foandcd on the legend of St. Catherine, and was in- 
tended to gratify tha t|uoija, Catherine of BraBon™, by 
setting Ibrtli the glory of her patron saint. 

In the original Oricnljil legend the locality assigned 
for iho tloiy of St Catherine was at least well chosen, 
■nd with a vic\T to probability. Aloxaadiia, famotis 
fbr ita pbilosophiuil anil Iheologind schools, prodared, 
not one, Imt many women, who, aader tbc initioB of 
Origon and other famoits teachera, itniled the study of 
Greek titeraturu ivith that of the Prophets and Evan- 
gelists i some of them also safTereil in the cause of 
Cfaiislianlcy. Bat it ia a curious loft cDnnected with 
the history of St. Catherine, that the leal martyr, the 
only ono of whom there ia iiay certaia record, was not 
& Christian, t)uc a Heathen ; and that her oppressors 
mre not Pagan tyrants, but Cbriitian fanatics. 

Hypatia of Alexandria, daughter of Theon, a cele- 
brated imlhoniatician, bnd applied herself from child- 
hood to the study of philosophy and science, and with 
such eocress, that, while still a yoong woman, she was 
invited by the m^istrales to preside over one of the 
principal schools in the city. She, like St. Catherine, 
wus psrtLcutarly oddieted to the study of Plato, whom 
she preiferrcd to Aristotle. She was also profoundly 
Tened ia the works of Euclid, and Apollonina of Per- 
famiu; and composedatretUise on Conic Sections, and 
Other KientiGc works. Shs wtia nunarkable, also, Sir 
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bor bOBUty, her contempt for feminino vanities, and the 
unblemished purily of her condan. As, however, ehe 
rcsalulotj rcfiucil to declare lieraelf a Clirialiun, and vaa 
□n terms of friendship wilh Oreslea, tho Pagan gover- 
nor of Alexandria, alio yfat marked out by the Chris- 
luiD populace as aa obj'ecE of rengetuiee. One day, as 
she was procfioding to Imrtare in her school, a party of 
these wretched fanatics dragged her out of licr chariot 
into a neighboring church, and murdered her there wilh 
circumstances of revolting barbarity. 

I think it very probable that the traditions relating 
to lier death were mixed up nith the legend of St. 
Catherine, and took that particular character and col- 
oring wlileh belouged to the Grecu-CbrisCiau legondu of 
that time." 

The devotional representations of St. Catherine most 
be divided into two classaa. 1. Those which exhibit her 
as the patron saint and laartyr, alone or grouped with 
otiiera. II, The mystical subject called " The Mar- 
ringo of St. Cathurino." 

L As patronees she has several attributes. She bears 
tliQ palm Bfl martyr ; the sword oxpreasca the monneir 
of her death ; the crovrn is hers of right, as sovereign 
princess ; she holds the book as aignificant of her lead- 
ing; sbo tramples on the pagan tyrant. All these at- 
tributes may be found in the eS^ca of other saints ; 
but tho especial and peculiar attribute of St. Catherine 
is the ivheel. When entire, it ia an emblem of the tor- 
ture to which she was exposed ; in the later pictures 
it is oflener broken; it ia then an historical attributo, 

* Tt was perfaiLpfl Ihe carlr rcUtlojiB dT VcdIcc wtUi (he £ut 
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U reprewDts llie insLramenC by wliich aho y/aa K har* 
bcCQ torlured, and tlie miracle tliruugli whk'li she wu 
ndeemeil. She leaaa upou ic, or it lira nt her ft.'ct, or 
sn angel bearH it aver her hend. In Kaphael'a St. 
Catherine, in our Notianal Gollaiy, ehe leans on tlia 
nheel, and no other attribute is intiodueed : thin, how- 
ever, is ver; unt-ommon ; the choracterlslje sword aud 
the book are generally present, even where the eroira 
■ud palm are omitted. The grim turbaned head of 
Majumin, placed beneotb her feci, is confined, with 
very few encepiions, to tlio M'ttlptural aud Gothic effi- 
gia aud the tlaiaed glass of the fourteench tentary. 

Id the earliest Greek nKwaieg and pictnres, St. Cath- 
erine wears the richly embroidered drees given in Greek 
An to all royal pcrBonogcs ; the dirnlom on her liead, 
a book and a croati iu her liaud, aod no wheel. She 
has, generally, a dignilied hot stem expression- 
la the best examples of early Iljilian Art, and in 
those of the Giotto scliooi, the prevailing cliaracter ta 
simpliEily and eoraeatncss. In the Milan si^luiol Chero 
ig, genemtly, more of imelleat and relinement ; und, 

in porticDlar, an ample brow, with lliu long fair bait 
parted in front. In the Venetian pictiireB. she ia gen- 
crall; most sumptuoualy dressed in ei'mine and em- 
broidery, and all the extern^ attributes of royalty. In 
tiiB ftoreudae pictures, she has great elegance ; and in. 
the Bologna uchool a more commanding majesty. In 
the early Gerraao school we find that neglect of buunty 
which is cliuracteristic of the school, but tlie iiKellectoal 
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ei^r a* examples of exoeileoco or of some particular 
tfeatmont in the oharaeler and attributes which may- 
lead the reader to obsetve snch ^miliar cfligics with 
more of inteiest and diacriminarion, and with re&ranca 
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1. School or Giotto. " St. Cathcriiie. aa pairon saint 
and DarCjr, stande between two wheels, holding her 
book and palm " : a beautiful picture, in ihe poBBesBJon 
of M. AaguBte Vatbreqne. 

a. Grefo-Italian. St. Catharino is leatcd on a throne, 
wearing the rojal crown, sad with an air of protbund 
meditation. 8™itet«d aiound, and at her feet, a nam- 
ber of books, mathematiciLl instruments, and tsblets, 
on which am traced calcnlationa and problema, also a, 
celeatiBl Iphcre. She is here the espedul patroness of 
■ciencfl and philoaophj : — the Urania of Che Greeks." 

3. Siena School. She sttnds, crowned, and holding 
the tiook and palm. On the flat, dark background of 
the picture are piunted the implcmentB of the mechan- 
ical arts, aueh as shears, hammers, saws, a rarpentet's 
rule and plane, a pair of compasses, a peslla and mor. 
tar, combs fur carding wool, a spindle and distalF, &c. 
Sbc u hcTB thQ eepecial palroaeH of Ihu vta ; — the 
Greek Miiierra. 

4. Gothic Scalptnre. She stands with a scroll in 
ber raised hand, trampling a philosopher under tier leet. 
On reflectioD, I am not scire that this fine figure is a 
Sl Catherine, but perhaps Wisdom or ticienee in the 
allegorical Bensc. 

6. Ghirlandnjo.t She Btands, crowned, and partly 
veiled, with one hand on the wheel, the other sostains 
the folds of her drapery ; a rin;; conspicaons on her 
linger, in allasioD to her mystical espousals. The face 
has little beaut7 and rather a severe cKpFCSsion, but the 
SguiB and attitude are full of dignity, and tlie drapery 
most elegant. 

6. Gothic Sculpture. She stands with the book aiid 
■word, wearing the royal crown ; under her feci the 
wheel and the Emperor Maximin. In tlie same itjla 

* f lorcDCe, BisDocliil On]. | Fl. Aud. 
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■re the effigies in the sCained glasa of the (hirtGemh 
and fburteenlh contorica. 

T. Raplmel. She leans on ber wheel, looking up. 
The IXHUtdful pictnre is in our National Gallery. Ra- 
phael's ori^nal first thought for (he head, eketrhed with 
B pen, is at Oxford ; the ptoro finished drawing is in 
the possession of the Duke of Devonshire. 

B. Sieoa School. Stie stands, crowaeil, with her 
book and palm ; a small broken wheel, worked in gold, 
•Dspended fiom her neck as an ornament. 

9. Hans Uemltng (^). St. Catherine knwling, in a 
Coronation of the Virgin. She is crowned ami I'ithly 
aldred. The broken wheel is anspanded as an orna- 
ment at the end of a gold cbain, hstaneil to her girdle : 
jitBt aa a Gorman woman wiiare har baneh of keys.* 

10. Albert Diirer. She Is erowued ; seated on a 
chur, which looks like a professor's rMir ; at her side 
the sword ; in front a portion of a broken wheel. 

11- Inlarsiatura. Sim stands, crowned ; in the left 
hand the palm, in the other the sword. The head of 
the tfrant is at her feet,, and the paint of the sword 
pierces his month, showing that she had vantgnished 
him in srguRieDt. A figure of sin^lar clegaoce, in 
the Plorontine manner, in the church of S. Giovanni at 
Malt^ 

12. Milan School : Leonardo, or Luini. She is 
crowned with myrtle, and holds her Iniok ; on each 
side a most beautiful nngel, one of whom hears the 
witecl, the otlicr ilie palnk. The expression full of in- 
tellect and sweetness.t 

13. Ceaare da ScEto. She is looking down with a 
contemplative air, her long golden hair crowned wilh a 
wreath of myrtle, and leaning with both hands on her 
wheel Most beautiful atid rcfiiicd.t 

14. Francia. She is crowned, as palroo saint, and 

■ The-CwanBtiDa DftheTiriiln, latlie^krj DfPrlnca WoJIer. 
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feMking down, one hiuid resting on her wheel. The 

figuru amply ilrspcd nnd full of dignity. The engrav- 
Bg bf Marc Antonio is rare and beanlilul. 

15. Ldini Si^hool.* Sbo ii between two wheels, Kith 
Viag dishevelled luur, and hands clasped in soppUcsr 
tioD. She is here the mertyr only. 

16. Falmii.t St. Catherine, crowned and rtchlj 
draped, at the feet of the Madonna. It is the portrait 
of his dnii^hter, the beautiful Violante. 

The tigunsa of St. Catherine by Tiiian. Paal Varo- 
Bcee, and Tintoretto, all liave the ait of portmils, and, 
in general, are smnptuonsly crowned and aldrod, with 
hixnriant &ir hair, and holding the palm oflcner thaa 
the book. She appears, in soch pictures, as tlie patron 
«aint of Venice. There is a famous pictnre liy Tiiian, 
of the unhappy Catherine Coruaro, Queen of Cyprus, 
in the chaiaeter of St- Catherins. 

IT. Paul Veronese. SL Catlierine, kneeling; on her 
brokoh wheel, looks up at the Madonna and Child on a 
throne above. She is here attired as a Venetian lady 
of ntnkj and wears tha royal crown. 

18. Annibal Caracci. St, Catherine, as palroitess 
of the ana and Gcitncos, and St. Luke as patron aunt 
of painting, on each side of the Madunna and Child. 

19. Guido. She is kneeling, as martyr, with clasped 
hands and flowii^ hair; the figure being taJicn fVom 
one of tlie disconsolate mothers in (he famous Maasa- 
eie of the Innocents, slightly altered, is deficient in cboT' 
seter. The wheels ara in the background.! 

SO. Si. Catherine reading. To distinguish her fiom 
other saints who also read, a amall wheel is embroi- 
dered on her hook. 

ai. Domenichino. She is standing, as patron saint, 
with crown, sword, palm, and whceL The artributel 
crowded ; (he figure majestic, but mannered, and with- 
out much characier. There ia also the same fignro 
half-length at Windsor. 

!3. Domcuichiao. She is standing, as martyr ; an 
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Mlgel descends with tlic cmwn and palm : very digoi- 
Scd and beautifuL* 

33. Sc CuiIk^Hiw reading ; slie rcataoue hand, whidi 
holda the poIniT oa her wheGl. In euch piriuree ehe ji 
the purone^ of acudeuls and scholu^ T[icrc a an 
example rc Hampton Cornt, 

When St. Cnlherine is gronped with ether saints, her 
•mbI pendanC is St Barliara, sometimeB slao Mar; Mag- 
daJeao ; in the Tenetian fnctaros, freijuently St, George. 
In iho German pictures, St. Callierine is oAen (ipMuped 
with St. Ursals. Aa patroness of leartiiii;;, the vs Mimc- 
times in companionsliip with one or ot)ier of llm Uuo- 
ton of tho Church; most frequently with St. Jerome. 

The Masmaob of St. Cathbrinb, however (rett- 
ed, mu4l be considered es e. alrictlj devotional subject: 
it is not an incident ; it is an allegorical vision, imply- 
ing the spiritual union between Christ and the redeemed 
tool. This is the ori^nal aignitication of the subject, 
Mid there can bo no daabt duu the religioua inicrpreu- 
t&aa of the " Song of Solomon," with all its amatory 
•nd hyiDcnoal imageFy, led tbe fancy (o this and simi- 
lar represenlations. Whatever may be tlioughc of the 
thrrlage of St. Cathorine in ihis mystical sen»o, we 
cannot but feel that as a subject of Art it is most at- 
CnctiT* : even io the most simplo form, with only three 
persona, it combines many elements of pictnrosiiue and 
poetical beonty. The raalrooly dignity of the malcr- 
nnl Virgin, the god-likie infancy of the Saviour, tfao re- 
fined loveliness and graceful heimility of the saint, form 
of theniEOlvea a gronp susceptible of tbe most various, 
At most delicate, shades of expression. 

The introdnclion of angela as attendants, or of beati- 
fied person^es as spectatora, or other ideal acceBSOiie*, 
niut be conaidarad as strictly in harmony with the sub- 
ject, lending it a kind of scenic and dramatic interest 
while it retains its mystical and devotioiuil chorac 
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The Marriage of St. Cuhorino U odd of the sabjects 
in early Cin^ck Art ; but it oiTurs very soldoin in iMlitn 
Art before the middle of the fifteanih century ; in ths 
^teonch il became popular, and, for obviooa reaaons. 
It was a lavorite aubjoct ia nuDDories. Why, I do not 
kaow, but il has always been very rare in Dormaa Art ; 
and therefore it is the more remarkable that the earlieat 
example Qtux I can cite ia from one of the earliest 
artists of the genuine German school, the anonymooa 
engraver whom wc know only aa " Lo gravcnr de 
1466." Whoever he may have been, he wan cenainlf 
• man of a most original aod poetical turn of mind : he 
lived in the very infanvy of the an, being, I suppose, 
the first German who took the bnrin in hand after the 
invention of copperplate engraving; but his works, la 
■pite of their rudeness ia drawing and execution, are K 
Btorebonae of pocdcal ideas. What, for ioBtauce, caa 
he more fanciful, and more true lo the mjaticlam of iba 
subject, than hia arrangement of the " Marriagg of St. 
Catherine " 1 The scene is Paradise ; the Tirgiit- 
mother, seated oa a flowery throne, is in the Hi!t of 
twining a wreath, for which St. Dorothea pteseota th« 
roses ; in front of the Vit^n kneels St. Cutbcrine, and 
beside her stands the Infant Christ fhcre a child abou 
five or sis years old), and presents the ring: on one 
side, St. Ag:nes, St Barbara, St. Agatha, and Si- 
Margaret ; on the o^er, St. Mary Magdalene and St. 
Apollonia; the ligures being disposed in a semicircle. 
Behind the throne of the Virgin ia aeen a grand cbortta 
of angels, iiuldiug scrolls of music in their hands, and 
ringing " Gloria in escelais Deo I" — the Hoiy Spirit, 
in form of a dove, ia hovering over the whole. The 
conception, it mast be admitted, ia in the highest degree 
poetical ; in the same degree, the execution is rude, and 
the drawing meagre. 

I. Correggio. Two very celebrated pictnres. In 
the flrat example, which is [ifb-size, St, Cathcclno liende 
down with the softest, meekest tenderness and sabmta- 
siOD, and the Tirgia unites her baud lo thai of the 
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InGuiC Christ, wbo looks ap in his mother's hce with 
a divine jet infiiDtinG cxprcssioD. St. Setuiatian stnnda 
Ijy holding his arrows.* It ia of this pictnro thut 
Vasari truly said that tha heads appeared to have tieea 
piLiatsd in Paradise. Xa the background is seen the 
martyrdom of the two saints. 

The other example is a smnli pictaro, also of ox- 
quisita bcentj: here Aa attendant in «u augel.t 

3. Cola dell' Atnatrice. The Virgin- mother ia seatod 
on a son of low bench. The Child, stAQdiag od her 
knee, presents the ring to St. Catherine, who is also 
standing, simply allirecl, and with no allribulo but the 
sword, which she holds upright : — - this treatment ia 

a. Titian. The Infaiil ChriBt ia eealud on a kind 
of pedestiJ, and sustained by the arms of the Virgin. 
Si. Catherine kneels before him, aod St. Anna, tha 
motlmr of the Virgin, giveH St. Catherine away, pre- 
senting her hand to receive the no^ ; St Joseph is 
standing on itie other side ; two angels behind the saint 
t with an expression of celestial sympathy. In 
general the Veuedon painters lavished on this favorite 
subject the richest, most fancifol, most joyoos bo- 
bs In a picture by P. Veronese, whera 
palace or a iuxnrioua landscape ; St. 
Catherine is In the g;argeous bridal attire of a princess, 
and a choir of angels cliant hymns of joy. There is a 
pictnnt by Titian in which Si. Catherine, kneeling by 
the cradle of the Infant Saviour, has taken iiini in her 
IS, and presses him to her bosotn with tlie action of 
ind nnrse ; so completely wus the solemn and mysti- 
c&l allegory of the nuptial bond forgotten, or set aside.^ 

4. Ferngino. T)ie Virgin, seated, holds the Infant 
Savioar standing on her knee ; hu bends forward to put 
the ring uu St, Catlierine's right hand. Joseph is seen 
behind in meditation. 

G. Parmigiana. The Vir^n as nsoal with the In- 
fant Christ npon her knee; St. Catherine resting ona 
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hand upon her wheel prescnlB the olhw ; and the Infant 
Cbrist, wliile lis puta the ring on her finder, throws 
hinuaif liBuk, looking up in liis mother's Tiu'd, bs if he 
were at \i\aj. Beneath n the head of an old man. with 
a long gray hoanl, holding a book : whether the painter 
JDtended him for Jusepli, vho is often present on thia 
oecaaion, or for the old honnit of the legend, a not 

fi. Riibcns makes the tercmony (nko place in pres- 
(Otce of St. Peter, 6t. Paul, and a. vast company of 
BAiDls and roartjrs.t 

7. Vaadyck. The Virgin holds a wreath of Bowers 
la her hand readj to crown the eaint at the same 
moment that she receives the ring from Christ ; tha 
expression of St. Catherine as she bends ia adoration is 
most channing ; in one hand she holds the pulm-hranch, 
resting it upon the wheel. The exeeeding beauij of 
the Virgin has obtained for this picture the appellation 
of "lapliiB belle des Vierges,"! 

Sometimes the Diccto for whom the pictnre has been 
punted is enppMed to he prewnt, I rememh^r a 
MsTriago of St. Catherine in presence of l)ie Kniperor 
Hatthias and his rourt. I hare seen Bome inetani;eB in 
which the divioo Infant, instead of presenting the nap- 
tial ting, placoa a wreath of roses on her hcnd. In idl 
these examples, Christ is reprosented as a child. In 
one instance only I havo soen him figured as a man 
■boat thirty, fitanding on one side, altendsd bj a com- 
pany of angels, while Catherine stands opposite, at- 
tended by a train of Tir^n-martyrs. 

I do not rememher a single instance of " The Mar- 
riage of St. Catherine" in the stained gltiKs of the 
firarteenth centnry ; bat sncb maj exist : thu other sub- 
jects from her hiatoiy are commonly met with. 

The Sposidhio of Si. Catherine of Alcuinilna, tha 

• Bath pfcuires ire Id the Grasnuir Oil. 
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e reprussDtod in the same pictors. 

8. Ambra^o BogDgnonfi. Tha Virgin a sealed on 
t, splendid throne holding the Divine Cliilcl ; on tlia 
riglit kneels Si. Calherina of Alexandria ; on iha left 
St. Catlierine of Siciia. Tlie Infant presouls t. t'mg to 
each, tlie Mother gnidiDg his little hands; — b most 
beautiful pictare.t 

Some of the most strikiD^ incidents in tlie life of St. 
Cattteriue have bMn trcatod hisioriailly, as tepomto 
mhjccta. 

1. "The dispote ivith the fifty pfiiloBoplierB " ; the 
onmber of the philosopheis gonetHlly represented bj ■ 
fb* penons. Fioturicchio hrw jminted this subject in 
■ lai^ crowded frcseo. The ««ne a the interior of 
BUnnpla: Hax^min is on his throne ; and beFbre him, 
standing, St. Callierinc attired in a richl; erabiotdercd 
dttss ; in one bnnd her book, the other ndsed ; around 
the tlirofle of llie ettipcroi', maoy pliiloMplitrs, gome 
arguing, some demonstrating, some modituting doubt- 
rnlly, others searching their gmat tiookB ; farthor off, 
spectators and attendants : about lit^y ti^^res in slLJ 

Vuaii, St. Catheriao, with her rolie and hair fly- 
ing loose, and in a moat ttteatrical attitude, disputes 
with the philoEopherH, who are taming over their 
books : the emperor looks doitn ftata a balcony above.§ 

Whers St. Calhorine is standing, or siitiiig on a 
raised throne, as otie teaching, rather than disputing, 
and with bctcd philosophers aronnd her, then the sub- 
ject evidently represents the " seven wise masters" 
whom her ftther had assembled to loach her, and who 
benune her disciples; and St. Catherine should look 
like the magnificent princess in Tennyson's poem, — 
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In the Spnnish Galleiy of the Louvre, now dispcriod, 
there was a cariouB votive picture by F. Hcrrera, of 
whir'h one would like to know the history. A noble- 
insn of Sevillo, knd hia fiimilj, are imprisoned in a 
dangeon ; they implore the aid of St. Cfithcrine. who 
appears (o them habited in the rich Spanish (i>Btame of 
the tnne (aliout IGSO), and promieee them delivemnce. 

Another legend of St. Catherine ta repreeented in a 
snull old pielnre by Ambrogio di Lorenzo :* on one 
side arc seen two nuns vainly imploring a physician to 
heal one of Iho sisterhood who is sick ; on the Other, 
the sick nun is seen lying- in her cell ; St. Catherine 
descends from licaven to henl her. These end similar 
pietiires may be considered rs votive olfcrings to St. 
Catlierine, as the giver of good counsel, in which char- 
acter she is parucuhirly veDcmted. 

The life of St. Catherine fiimia a beautiful and dra- 
matic series, and is oftKB met with in the chapels dedi- 
cated to Iter. And it is worthy of remark, that the 

mysticsl " marriage " is scarcely ever Included ia tha 
historical series, hut reserved bb an altar-piece, or trealod 

Oq a window of the Caihedral at An^n, — 
1. St. Catherine disputes with tbe emperor aaiA &» 
philosophers. Maxentius sits on a throne witli a sword 
in his iiand ; sho siands licforo him with a hook. a. 
Shu is bound between two wheels ; a hand out of heaven 
breaks the wheels. 3. St. Catherine, in prison, con- 
verts the empress. 4. Christ visits her in prison ; an 
angel brings her a crown. S. Catherine is liound and 
»cotirg«d by two oxtwotioncrs. 6. The empress is be- 
headed on one side ; and St. Catherine on the other. 
7. Three angele bury St. Catherine ; two lay her in 
the sepulchre ; one ai&nda by, holding her severed head 

The aericB in her chapct at Assisi is mnch ruined. 
It appeared to ma to coosiet of tiic usual b< 
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tbe convcnion of the empress, aho ia seated insido ilie 
prison, listening to tha instruMion of GatharinH, whilo 
Porphyry alnnds without, holding ber paifrej. 

I ot»erved, ia llio last Bubjoct of tbs BOries, that St. 
Ciuhoriiiii, inateikd of being buried by three angela, which 
is tbe aaaai nisoner, ia borne over land and eea bj a 
whole troop of angels, ten or tweive in number. 

Bj Maaacfio. la the chapel of St. Cntberine, ia 
the chorcb of Sod Clamonte, at Komo, we lind thia 
celebrated sanra -. in epite of ita ruiucd cuadiiion, tlw 
grave sentiment Bad refitietnent of tbu principal tl{;;ures 
are still moat striking. 1 . She refnaea to adore the idols. 
2. Sbe eonvcns the empress. She is Rccn tbrongh a 
niadotr sooted iosido n pcison, and the ampresa ia eeair 
ed outside of the prison, opposite to her, in a graecful, 
listening altilnde. 3. The empress is beheaded, and 
her soul is curried, by an angel into heaven. 4. St 
CalheriDe disputes with tlic pliiinsophers. Slie is stand- 
ing in the luiilsl of b hall, tlie fureingor of one hand 
laid on the oilier, as in tiie act of demonstrating. She 
is rapresenlied fair nod girlieb, dresHd with, great Bim- 
pliuiljr in B tnnii! and girdle, — no crown, nor anj 
other attribute. The sages are langcd on each side, 
same lost in tlioogbt, oUiors in asEonishment : the ty- 
rant is seea behiod, as If watching the conference ; while 
throngh an, opea window we behold the fire kindled for 
the converted philosopheta, and the scene of their ex- 
scutioD. E. Catherine is delivered from the wbeela, 
which are broken by an ange). 6, Sbe is beheaded. 
In the background nngela lay her in a sarcophagui on 
the Buounit of Uounc Sinai. 



gS SACRED AND LEGE.VDART ABT. 



St. Bahbaka. 



Thh legeni] of Si. Barbim was introclnocd from tha 
EaSI, aboul (he eamo timo willi lliat of Si. Catherine. 
Slje ta ttie nrmcd Patlus ur Bellona of tho antiqito mv- 
thology, roprodacod under tho aspect of a Christian 
mutyr. 

" There wju a cortnin man named Dioacoros, who 
dwnlc in UdiopoliB ; noblo, and of ^reat poBECssioni ; 
and he had an only danghler, named Barbara, whom 
lie loved esceediogly. Fearfal Icat, from her singular 
beauty, eho Bitould be demanded in marriage and taken 
fhim him, lie sImC her up in a ^'cry liigh towrr, and kept 
hec BEclnded (rom, the ej(» of men. The virtuooa Bir- 
liani, in her aoUtude, gave heraelf np to Btady and med- 
ilatian ; from the Eumroit of her toirer she contem- 
plated the stars of heaven and their coarsea ; and ths 
result of her reflectiotiB was, that tlie idols of vrood and 
stone worshipped tiy her parents could not be really 
gods, — could not have created the wonders on which 
Bhe meditated night and day. So she contemned in 
her heart theso AlIhc gods ; but as yet elio kuew not the 
true faith. 

" Now, in the loneliaosa of her lower, the fame 
reached her of a certain sage who had demonatrated 
the vanity of idolatry, and who taught a new and holy 
religion. This was no other than the famous doctor 
and teacher, Origen, who dwelt in the city of AJaxan- 
dria. Sc Barbara longed beyond measure to know 
more of his (eachin;;. Sho tlierDfoni wrote to him se- 
erelly, and sent har letter by a sure meesenger, who, on 
arriving at Alexandria, found Origen in Uia house of 
the BmpruM Mammoa, occupied in eicpaaudiiig; the 
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Oospol. Origan, on rculing tlio letter of St. Bui'l)ariii, 
rejoiced greod/j he wrotQ to her with Ks own liand, 
find Bcnt (o her ono of his diaciplos, disguiecd as a phj- 
Hcian, vrho perfected her (^oureraioii, and ahe received 
baptiam from bia hands. 

" Her bttier, Dioscorua, who was violentlj oppoaed 
to tlie Christiana, was at this time absent : but previons 
to his departure he had sent skilful arcliitccts to con- 
struct vitbin the tower a liath-chamtier of wonderful 
splendor. One day St, BarbarB descended Irotn her 
turret to view the progreaa of the workmen ; and see- 
ing that thoy had conitrocted two windows, commandod 
them to insert a third. They hesitated to oljey her, saj- 
ing, ' We are afraid to depart from Che ordcra we havo 
received.' Bat ahe answered, ■ Do aa I command : yo 
shall bo held guiltier.' When her father rotarned lie 
was disploiist.'d ; and he aajd to his daughter, ' Why 
hast thou done this thing, and inserted three windows 
instead of two ? ' — and she aoswerod, ' Know, my 
hther, that through three windows doth the eoul receiva 
llghc, — the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoat ; and 
chd Throe are One." Then hor fwhor, being enraged, 
drew hia sword to kill her, and she Bed from htm to tho 
■ornmit of tho toirer, and he pnraaeii her ; but by an- 
gels ahe was wrapt from hia view, and carried to a dia- 
taneo. A shepherd betrayed lier by pointing silently to 
the place of bur concealniotit ; and her father draped 
her thence by tho bur, and beat her, and abut her up 
in a daogoon ; — all the love he formerly felt foe his 
daughter being changed into nnrolenting fury and in- 
digoation when he found she was a Oiriatian. Ha de- 
nounced her to tho proconsul Marcian, who was a cruel 
persecutor of the Christiana : the proconsul, after vain- 
ly endoavorin!>: to persuade her to sacrifice lo hia false 
gods, ordoroil hec to be scourged and tortured horribly ; 
but St. Barbara only prayed for courage to cndaru what 
was inflicted, r^icing to sutler for Christ's sake. Her 
lather, seeing no hope of her yieliliag, carried hor to a 
ir the city, drew his sword, and cut 
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off her head with his own haails ; but oa ho dcsrendi'il 
the iDODDtaia, there came on c moat fearful Lempcal, 
with thucder nod li^rhining, and firu full upon this cruel 
blhar and consiuned him utterly, ao that not a vestigo 
of him remnincd." ■ 

In tho devotional piclnraB, St. Barbara bears the 
Bword and pulin ia eominoD with other martyrs ; when 
■be wearB tbe diadem, it is as martyr, Dot as princesE : 
bIib 1;aa also the book, and is ot^n reading, in allnsion 
to herstndiom lib ; but her peculiar, ulmost inrariable, 
attributu ib the tower, generally with three windows, in 
sUneioD to the legend. 

St. Barbara, as protectress against ihmiiier and light- 
ning, fire-^niis, and gunpowder, is also invoked against 
sudden death ; for it was bcliowd that lliOBO who do- 
voted themselves to her should not die impeniteat, nor 
without having first received the holy saenuaents. She 
therefore carrira tho sacramental cup and wafer, and ia 
ths only female saint who bears this attribute. She Is 
OBuaUf dressed with greol magnificence, and almost al- 
wa^ in red drapery. The tower \» often a massy 
building in the background, and she holds the sward in 
one hand, and the Quspel or palm in the other ; wxa- 
sionaJly, in early pictures, and early German prints, she 
holds a little tower in her hand, merely as a distin- 
gnishii^ attribatc ; or she ts leaning on it as a pedestaL 
Id a beautiful picture of the Tan £yck school which 
I saw in the Musanm at Kouen, representing tlie Vir- 
gin and Child throned in the midst of female ssjnis, St. 
Barbara is sealed on the \cft of the Madonna, bending 
over a book, and wearing on her head a rich and taste- 
ful diadem uf gems and gold, the front of wbicli ia 
worked into tho form of a triple tower. I have seen 
the tower modelled in gold, tuspendod in a golden cliain 
from her girdle. 

I hare seen several pictures of Sc Barbara in which 

■he holds a feather in her hmid ; generally a peacock's 

* Legfflula AunQo. 
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feather. I have never mat with _rii7 explao^Uon of 
this utribiilc ; and am iiiclineil tif bcJiQve, as it ia on\j 
found in the Gemma pictures, ihni i*,ri;fera to an old 
GcriuBQ rcreioa of her kgenti, which j^ljiUs that whea 
Si. Barhara waa scourged by her C^i,')pj, the aii(;eli9 
cbangod tlie rodii into fvathora. 

The expreaiiion of tlie head varies with the fancf of 
the painter; but in the best ptctureB, at laui| ijr'^ll 
tlujse ihai aspire to chsraeCer, t^ coantenaai.'e mid. &[> 
titude oinve; the idea of thoaghtfulness. digDily, an>) 
pover. Luioi, in a treaco group in the Brcra, wlicro . 
she stands opposite to St, Antony, has givcu lier this en- 
prcsaion of " amilta lapBrtu." Domeajehino has given 
her this look, vith large Instrona eyes, full of inepiratioD. 

I. Ttie most t>c&utifiil of llie eingie tigtires to which 
I can refer is the ehef-dauvre of Palma Veccllio, placed 
over the nllar of St. Biirl)]ira in the churcJi of Sauta 
Mnrin FornuMa at Venice. She is standing in a ma- 
jestic attitude, looking npwurda with inspired ejes, and 
an expremiou Ulie a Pallas. She wears a tnnic or robo 
of a rich, warm broWti, with a manllo of crimson 1 and 
a nhile veil in tvriaicd in her dioilcm and among the 
IresBCS of her pale golden hair : the whole pittura is 
one glow of color, lifi5, and beauty ; I never saw a 
combination of expression and color at once so soft, so 
sober, and so sploudid. Cannon am at her feet, and 
her tower la seen behind.* Beneatb, in front of tho 
»Ilar, is a marble baa-rclief of her martyrdom ; she 
lies headless on the ground, and fire from heaven de- 
stroys the exGcntionen. 

There is a very line einglc fignre of Si. Barbara 
hotiliug her cnp and wafer, by Ghirlandajo.t 

• Thl> \t tb« iDDil Hlcbraled or thB numa'DUi portntu o( Vla- 
Upte Pilmi, Tlliui'a flnlloTe.Bccardlng to tbu mdUkaoira tndl- 
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2. Almost u]iiaV in bSiiilj, bnt quite in thQ Guiman 
Btyle, is a full len^jby Holboln in liic Muuii'li Gallery. 

3. Matlco, d»-'Siena. (1479.) EnEliraned as palron 
BUDt, slie tS)rdg_ 'tu her \ett hand a tuwer, within the 
door bF whidr is seen tlie cup aud wafer ; her right 
hand \irMfi the palm, and two sngcla, bearing a crown, 
liov«.abi>?e her head; two otlier angels with mnsical 
in|lttuDents are at her Ibet; on the riglit af St. Bai^ 

,'Wh ratands St. Catlierine, and on tlie \fR St. Mary 
?!iagdalene.* 
'• 4. Coainio Boaclli. St, Barhant, holding the tower 
• in one haud, in the other the palm, Eiauda upon her 
father, who ia litendly Bprawling on the ground under 
her feel ; on one side etaods St. John the Baptist, ott 
the other St. Matthias the apostle.t Thie is a strange, 
disagreeable pii'turOj very pharactcnBtic of tho eccentric 
paiuler : but for the introduction of the tower, I ehould 
have taken it for a St. Cathedno trampling oa the 
Smpenir Maximin. 

9. Michael Coxis. St. Barbara is represented hold- 
ing a (bather in her hand. In two pictures (old Gor- 
man) it is diatinetly a white oatrieh feather; in olhers. 
It is a peacock's feather. In a Madonna picture by 
Vatider Goes the Virgin ia seated with the Cliild on 
her knee; two angels crown her; on the right, St. 
Catherine, with tho sword and part of the wheel lying 
befbrc her, preiienis an apple to the Infant Christ ; on 
the left is St. Barbara witli a book on her kuce, and 
holding a peacock's feather in her hand. The whole 
exquisite for finish, and beauty of workmanship.] 

It is usual in a sacred group {Saera Conivrmaone) 
to find St. Catherine and St. Barliara in compamoo- 
ship, psrtienlarly in Gcrmnn Art; and then it is clear 
to me that tliaj repniaont tho two powers which in 
tlie middle ages divided tho Christian world between 
them. Si. Catherine appears as tho palroness of school- 
men, of thoological learning, study, and scclaaion; St 
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Barhnra oa patronesB of t)i6 knight and tho man-Rt- 
arma, — of furtitade and jii'iivB courago. Or, in oilier 
words. Ihcy represent the active and ttic conlempiattve 
lift, BO often contraatod in tho modifovnl worlta of alt." 

There ia n beaatifal and wetl-linown druwing liy J. 
Van Eyck, in which 8t. BarbttTa is soateil in front, 
with onl8|ireait ample drapcrj and long fair Imir Haw- 
ing over her Bhonldara. Behind her ia a magniflcoiil 
Gothic tower, of most el&borate archileetnn;, on whicli 
a nnmber of masoos and builders am einploje'l. 

St. Barbara ia freqacntif iotrodaced into pictnrea of 
(bo throned Mndanna. The most celebrated example 
is the "Madonna di San fiiato" of Baphael, in which 
abe is kneeling to the left of the Virgin ; on the other 
aide is St, Sixtos. The expression in the two sdnis 
is admiraMf discriminated. St. Sixtus implom the 
Virgin in favor of liio brotherhood for whom iha pie- 
tore was painted ; St. Barbara reqaires for the Virgin 
the deTOIiona of the faithful. I have already obecrvcd 
that, where saints are grouped together, the usual pen- 
dant of 6l. Barbara is St, Catherine, unless there am 
special reasons for introdueiog some other personage, 
— as ID this instance : tho picture having beoa painted 
for the mooasterj of San Siato ai Fiaceoia. 

HistoricBl pictoros of St. Barbara aru confined to 
few aubjecta. ' 

1. In a Binall ancient picture, evidentlj part of a 
predclla, St. Barbara wltli two female nttendaiKs ia seen 
standing hcfora a lower, which has a drawbridge let 
down over a moat ; site aeems about to enter ; aeveral 
inasona are at work building the lower. In tho other 
half of tlie picture, she is lying in a shrine hnng with 
votive offerings, and tlio crippled and the sick appear 
before it aa auppliants. 

8, Pintnricciiio, lar^ fi-csco ia the Vatican. In Iho 

centre the myalical tower; on one side, she ia fl.ving 

from her father ; on the other, tho wall opens, and she 

* LeEendB o{ (lie Uadoana. 
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tKafna. The treachurous Elieplierd. Li sean in the di»- 

3. Babens. St. Barbara flica from lier lathee to tha 
top of a. tower; he, in the likeness of n " lurbaned 
Turk," is seen pursuing her, twonl ia luuul : a small 
Rkclvh in llie Dulwich Oalleiy. 

In pictures of tbe martyrdoni of St. Barhars, the 
leading idea or nioft/'doea oat vary ; ahc is on her knees, 
and her Ritlicr, alwajs in a turban, the heathen mtCCi- 
buie, seizes hcc by the hair ntth oue hand, holdiog bia 
■word in the other. Genecallywe find the lower in tha 
background, or a peaked mountain, lo express the lo- 
cality. Among many angraviogs of lM\s Bi'Cnc may ba 
mentioned a Tcry curious and beautiful old print, in 
which Diuscorus is in the very act of Etriking oS her 
head ; the toner ia seen behind, and in the windov 
stands the sacramental cup.* 

A piftnra of alrikiog buauty ia the martyrdom of SL 
Barbara over her altar in the cliurch of &. Meuia-della. 
Grszio at Brcsria. Shu kncda io a white tunic em- 
broidered with gold. Her p^an father, turbaned as 
tisoal, has seiacd her by the hair : ehc looks up full of 
faith and lave divine. Tbero aio ecveral spectatois, 
two on horseback, others on foot ; and in tlje vigoroni 
painting; of the heads and magnificent color the picture 
Iteembles Tidan. It ia by his Breadan pupil and 
fncnd, Pietro lioaa. 

Ill the churcti of St. Barbai^ at Mantua is tier mar- 
lyrdoni, by Brusmorci, over the high altar ; nail in the 
4^urch of St. Barbara at Perrara tiicre is a most beauti- 
ful altar-piece, by G. Miuxaoli, reproacnling the saint 
ia iJie midst of a clioir of virgin-martyrs, tviio seem to 
welconiH iier into their cclcatial commniiity. 

As patroness of fire-arms and against sudden death, 
the efhgy of St. Barbata is a frequent omumeut on 
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pieces. I fonnd lier whole history on a Bnil of armor 
which thn Emperur Mnximiliiin acnt as a. present to 
Henry VIIL in 1509, and wiiiyli U now preservtil in 
tlie Tower. On the breastpiate ia St, George us patron 
of England, Tonqaiahing ttw dragQa ; on the book- 
plate, St. Barbam standing m^eatic, witii her lt>war, 
her cap, ■■»{ her book. On tJia botso-amior we have 
the history of iho two saints, disposed in a regular 
series, each scene iroin the \\(b of St. George being ac- 
companied by s carrcspooding scene from the lifi; of 
SL Barbam. 1. St, George, mounted on horsetiack, 
like a knight of romance riding forth io aoarch of ad- 
ventures : St, BBrbiira, attended by two maidens, directs 
the building of her tower ; a man is aicendiu); a ladder 
with a hodful of bricks. !. St. George is accused 
beftire the Emperor. St. Barbara is pursued by her 
father. 3. St, George is tortured by tEte wheets, St 
Barbara is scoorged. 4. St. GeDi^e fs beheaded by an 
executioner. St Barbara is beheaded by her Rither, 
who seii^es her by the hair Id the osnal nuinner, amid 
the rugiug uf a tempest. 

The designs are In the nwnnor of Hans Burgmnir's 
Triumph of MnximiFiaii, and, probably by the sume 
hand, elaborately engraved on the plates of the armor; 
the figures about six inches high. The arabcsqiM 
ornaments which Surraund the subjects are of singnlar 
elegance, intermingled with the rose and pomegranate, 
the badge of Henry aud CatherinD of Ar;igon. Tho 
anDor, being now exhibited to advantage on a wooden 
mou and liurso, can easily bo cxamioEd. In (he dd- 
Ecriptioti published ia the " Ajchieoloirta," and tho 
" Guide to the Tower," there are a ftw mistakes ; for 
instance, the "scourging of St, Barbara" is styled "the 
scourging of St. Agatha," who bad no concern in any 
way with war or armor. Altogether, this suit of armor 
is a curious and interesting illnstratiDn of tbe reUgtuus 
and chiralric applicatioa of the I^lne Ads,* 

* I and ODlr OBe cburch Id Ea|Iuid dediealcd u 8t, Burbare, 
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St. Ursdla JlKD bbb Companions. 

Lal,S.JJa\aa. Ifo/. SwIaOnoU. Fr. Biialc Unulo. Fitron- 
«M or young girlB. particolu^ Kbool gUli^ and of tJl wamea 
who devote themKlTes apocioUj to the ooro and cduoaUou ot 
thdrDwusei. OcuU, 

C&RTAiN writers in Ihcoio^, pitiablj hard of belief, 
have set tlieir wila lo work — rather unncc?(8sari]j, a* 
It appears to me — lo rciluoe this extraTagaDt and pic- 
tnreiqnB legeiid within the tmnndH of probahilitj : but 
when tlicj have proved lo thdr own satisfaction tliat 
XI. M. Y, moans eleven Martjr Virgins, and notelcvca 
thoiuaud ; — liiat the voyage over the unstable soas, 
Kmid Btonn and eiuishine, — the winds sometiniea fair, 
sometimes furiously raging, — signiGes the voyo)^ of 
lifu, with all itB vioissilndps ; and llie whole story merD- 
ly a religious allegory ; — when ibis has all been laid 
down incontrovertibly, we are noc mach advanced : for 
one tiling ia clear ; our anceslora, to whom all marvels 
vul miracles in a religious garb came equally accred- 
ited, andctstood the story literally, Endowi^ with a 
fwt of "chevril" fiiiih, which Btrelchcd " from an inch 
narrow to an ell brood," ihc; found it quiio aa easy to 
behere in olcvon thonsand virgins aa in ele\'en ; nor 
waslhemin it> chronological and geographical absnrdi- 
lios auythiog to stagger the fuilh of the if^iorant. In 
epite of the critical soeen of the Joamed, it kept its 
hold on the popular fancy. It was especially detight- 
^1 to the women, whom it placed in a grand and poA- 
icol point of view ; — 

" And Ibnugh bibiiII crtdil doobUng irlU night glTE, 



3 their cfForis to give the sloiy in a 
avc hiid Ihu mott difficult jmrl iif the 
it has been found cmlurrassing tc 
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bril^ ihe eleTen thousand martfrs inlo aisj reasonabla 
compass; and the mDtrivHiifOd tu wbjch thej have r^ 
Minod tor the purpose aie somoliinca Tcr? pictnre^iu) 
and ingonioilg. 

Thare are several different Tenions of this irild le- 
gend. Id generAl it sesins adniitted as a faf t, that, at a 
period when Chrisciaiiit}' and dvilization were coDteod- 
ing for the masteiy over paganism and bBrbaristn in 
tbe north of 0611110115, a noble maidea and several of 
het companions were murdered for their Tailh. some- 
where in the neighborhood of Cologne. Such ini-i- 
dnna were not then nncommoD. The exact ilaic of 
the BTent is not fixud : some menlion the year £17 as 
iba probable date ; others 3S3 ; and othLTs again 4S1, 
when the Huna inrsdcd Belgium and Gaul. The tra- 
diUoa ct^ be truecd bact to tbe year 600 ; in the year 
S4G the German Maityrology of Wandelbert extended 
its popularity through the North of Europe. The first 
montiou of the deliuile nnniber of eleven ihonsuid vir- 
gins was by Hcrmaa, bishop of Cologne, in 9!^, and 

is aaid U be founded od a miiUko of the abbretriaiion 
XL M. v., i. 0. eleven martyr virgins, for " nndcdmills 
Tirginis," eleven thousand vu^ns. Others reduce tin 
elsren thonsaad tn one ; tbey say that a rir^n named 
UtidsiauUa perished with St. Ursula, which gave tiae 
to the mistalie. All these attempts to reduce the legend, 
to a &cl leave us, however, m (he same prcdicamcitt : 
we must accept it in the popular Ibrm in which it bai 
been hauJed down to n«, and which, from the multi- 
plicity of the representations in Germany and Italy, 
has assumed a liigh degiee of importance. In some 
versions of the glory — for instance, in the Spanish tct. 
sion of Rihadeneira — the journey to Rome is omitted ; 
the names of the personages and the minor incidents 
vary in all. I shall adhere to the Cologne venion, as 
that which has been the most popolar, and, I believe, 
invariably followed in German and Italian Art, 






,B there reigned in Brittany a certain 
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kiiig, wTtoae name iraa TheonohiB,' and he wits marriDd 
to a Sicilian prlnpcag wliose imme wna Daria. Both 
1tire CImstiang, and the}' ipcre blesaed with one dau^li- 
ter, wliom ihcj' called Unnla, and nhom they educated 
with exceeding eare.t When Unals was abont fifteen, 
hor mother, Qneim Daris, died, leaving the king almost 
inconsolaiite ; but Ursuta, thongh bo youa^, supplied 
the place of her mother in the innrt. Slio was not 
onlf -wondcrnillj beauCiliil, and gifted with all the ex- 
terail graces of her eex, but accomplished in all the 
Iwniing of the time. Her mind whs a perfect atore- 
boiuc of wisdum and knOwled^ : she had read abOnt 
die stari and the conrics of (he winds ; all that had 
ever happened In the world from the dayH of Adant she 
had hy heart ; the poet» and llie philosopiiMB were lo 
her what childieh rccrcntioilB are to others : bst, abota 
all, she was profonndly vcreed in theology and school 
divinity, bo that the doclOTH were atlontehed and toD- 
fonnded by her argnmentatire pcwEra. To theae ac- 
complishments were added the more excellent gifts of 
humility, piety, and charity, ao that Bh« was esieetowl 
the moat accomptiebed princesE of the time. Her father, 
*ho loved her M (ho light of his eyes, desired noth- 
ing better than to keep her alvraj's at his side. But 
flie fkniB of lier beauty, Iiot Virtue, and her wondrons 
leamiug, was spread through all the neighborinp lands, 
so that many of the neighboring princes desired her in 
rnarrii^ : bni Ursula refused every offijr. 

" Not far from Brittany, on the other side of the 
great ocean, was a cuunlry called England, vast and 
powerful, but the people w«pe still in the darlmess of 
paganism ; and tlie king of this country had an only 
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■an. nhote nnme wa^ Conon, sa i«lobrated for his TxMiutj 
of person, his warlike prowess, and phyucol sirengtii, 
as Ursula hr her pieCr, hcF fcracca, Ball her loaming. 
Hu WSB DOW old cnouijh to seek a wifo ; and hia father, 
Bng ABiippiniiB, hearing of tho great hcauty and vir. 
108 of tTisiilH, acDt ambassadors lo demand her in mar. 
riu)^ for liis son. 

'< Whon the aUibassadora arKred at the palare of 
the Kjng' of BritWny, they wore i-ery conrteoualy re. 
coinid, bnc the king was aeuretly mncU eiDbarrusscd, 
(or he knew that his daughter hnd made a vow of per- 
petual ithastitj, having dedicated berself to Christ ; at 
ihn same time he feared to olfbnd tho powerful monarch 
of England bj rcfasing his request ; therefore he de~ 
byec] to give an answer, and, having cotnmanded Che 
ambassadon to be anmptnonalj' lod^d and entertained, 
he letinid to liia ehamber, and, leaning his bead on bis 
hand, he meditated what was best to be done ; but he 
oould think of no help to deliver him from this strait. 

•■ Wliile thus he sat apart in donbt and eadaesB, the 
princeaa ontercd, and, Jeamiug the amse of hia radan-' 
eholy, she said with a smiU;, ' Is this all ! Be of good 
eheer, mj king and father I for, if it please you, 1 will 
mjscir answer these ambsBsadors.' And iKr father re. 
plied, ' As tlion wilt, my daaghler.' So tho next day, 
when (be ambassadors were ngun introdneed, Sc Ur- 
sula was seated on a thrano by her fnthsr's side, and, 
having revived and returned their sahitation with nn- 
Bpeakable grace and dignity, she thns nddrcaaed them ; 
• I thank my lord the Kiag of England, and Conon, 
his ptincely son, and his nobis baroni, and yon, sira, 
his honorable ambassadors, for tho honor ya have done 
me, M much greater than my deserving. I hold my. 
■elf bound to your king as to a seeoad father, and to 
the prfnco his son as to tny brother and biidegraom. for 
to no other will 1 ever listeo. But I have to ask three 
(hings. Fiist, he shall give for me aa my ladies and 
nmipanions ton vii^ns of the noblest hlood in his king- 
4om, and to each of these a thousand attendants, and 
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to xac also a thousand maidens to wait on me. Sec- 
ondly, ho aliall permit mo tot tho spms of tliree yoan 
to lioDor my rirginjtj, and^ iritli my tompuaious, to 
visit the boly ahriaca whcr^ ropoEB Iho bodica of the 
aainta. Anil my third demand is, lliiit tlio prince and 
hia court ehall reisivc haptism ; for otlior than a por- 
feet Chrisliitn I eunnot wed.' 

" Now jou shall nnderetand that this wise princess, 
Unula, m&de tbese coudi^ons, ttiinking in bcr heart, 
'^ther the King ofEngland will refuse these demands, 
or, if he gntnt them, then oluven thoasand vir^tii am 
redeemed and dedimted to the service of God.' The 
ambaaaadors, being dismitised with honor, relumed to 
their own country, where tliey medo such a report of 
ihe Qncqualled beauty and wisdom of the princess that 
the king thought no conditions too hard, and the prince 
his eon was inflamed by desire to obtain het; so be 
commanded himself to bo forthwith baptized; and the 
king wrote leltera to all his voseula in his kingdota of 
Franca, in Statland, aJid in the province of Cornwall, 
to all hia princes, dukes, counts, barons, and tiohle 
knights, desiring that they woald send him tho required 
number of maidens, spotless and beauliful, and of noble 
birth, to wait on the princess Ursula, who was to wed 
Ilia beir the Prince Conon ; and from all (rarts these no- 
ble vii^nl came trooping, fnir and accomplished in all 
female learning, and attired in ricli gartncnta, wearing 
jewels of gold and silver. Being assembled in Brit- 
tany, in the capital of King Thconotns, Ursula received 
them not only with great gladness and courtesy, but 
with a sisterly lenderness, and with thanksgiving, prais- 
ing Grod tliat so many of ber own se\ had been re- 
deemed from the world'a vaaitica : and the fhma of this 
nolilo assembly of virgins having gone forth to all the 
conntries roond about, the barons and knJghta were 
gatliercd together tiom east and west to view this spec- 
tacle ; and yoa may think how much they were omaied 
and vdltiod by the sight of so much beauty and so 
mai'h devotion. 
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■•Now when TTreols had roUocted all I 
lo(^her, on a fresli and blr niorning; Id the spHng 
lime, abo dcBirod lUom to niost in a meadow near t)ia 
dty, which meadow was of tlie freshest ^rcon, all over 
enamelled wilh tlie brightest flowere ; and she escoaded 
& throne which was raised in the miilat, aad preached 
to all the assembled virgins of things concerning the 
glDr; of God, Olid of his Son our Lord and Saviour, 
with wonderrul eloquence ; and of Christian charity, 
and of a pore and a holy life dedicated to Hcavon. And 
all these virgins, being moved with a holy zeal, wept, 
and, lifUng up their hands and their voices, promised 
lo follow hec whithersoever she shoald lead. And she 
blcggud them and comforted them ; Bod as there were 
man; among them who had never received iiaptisret, 
she ordered that they should bo baptized in the clear 
alicam which flowed through that flowery meadow. 

" Then Ursula called for a pen. and wrote a letter to 
her bridegroom, the sou of the Eing of England, say- 
itlg, that as he had complied with all her wishes and 
fiilfilled all her demands, hu liad goad Icnve lo wait 
upon her forthwith. So he, as became a true knight, 
came immediate 1; ; and sho ret^ived him wilh great 
honor; and, in presence of hor father, she said 10 him, 
' Su;, mjr gtBcioos prince and consort, it has been re- 
vealed to me in a vision that I must depart lienco on 
my pilgrimage to visit the shrines in the holy city of 
Rome, with these my companions ; thou meanwhilo 
shalt remain here to comfort ray father and assist hint 
in his government IJU my return; or if God should 
dispose of me otherwise, tliis kingdom shall be yours 
by right.' Some say that the prince rcmajned, bU 
olhetB relate that he accompanied her on her voyage ; 
however this may bo, iliu glorious virgin embarked 
with all her imudens on board a fleet of ships prepared 
for them, and many holy prelates aceompanied them. 
There were no sailors on boaidj and it was a wonder 
W see with what skill those wise virgins steered the ves- 
Hia und mauoged the sails, being miraculously taught; 
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yte mtUt therclbre stipposo that it wai by no mistake 
of thelra, bui by tbe providence of God, iW tiiej aailud 
to ihe north Instead of tho soalh, aud vew driveu by 
Ihe Winds iuto tlic month of the Hhino as ftir b« thr port 
of Cologne. Here tliey reposed for a brief (ime, during 
iThich il was n-veale<l to Bt. Urania, that on her return 
she and her companions eliould on chat epoC iulfei 
martyrdom for the cause of God : all which she made 
knoMn Co her eompaniuns ; and tliey all together lifted 
np their Tolcea io hymnB of Ihanbegiving tJiot Ihey 
should be found worthy to to die. 

" So they proceeded on their voyage up the river till 
tbej cainc to the city of Basil ; there they dlsenlbarkeij, 
aud crosBcd over the high iDootitaius into the plaius 
of LigDria. Over tho rocks and snows of the Alpa 
they were miraculously conduotoii, for bik nogrla went 
before thorn perpetually, uleariag the road from all 
impediments, tlirowing bnd(^ over the monnI«ia tor- 
rents, and every oight pitching tenia for their shelter 
and refreshment. So Ihey came at length to the rivor 
Tiber, and, descending the river, they reached Rome, 
that fiimooa dcy, where is the hoty shrine of St. Peter 
and St. Paul. 

'■ lu those days was Cyrijicus bishop of Rome : he 
was bmoua for hh< Banctity ; and hooring of the arrival 
of SL Ursula and all her Ikjr and glorious rompany of 
maidens, he was, as yoa raa.y Buppoea, groatly amazed 
and troubled ia mind, not knowing what it might por- 
tend. So be went out to meet them, with all his elergy 
in procession. When St. Unnla, kneeling down before 
Mm, explained to him the raase of her coming, and 
implored bis blessing for herself and her compuiionB, 
who can express his admiration and contentment 1 He 
not only gave them his blessing, but eommaiidod thai 
fhcy should be honorably lodged and entertained; and, 
to preserve their maidenly honor and decorum, teats 
wcie pitched for them outside the walls of tho city, on 
the plain towanls Ttvoli. 

" Kow it happened that the valiant sou of King 
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A^'ppiniu, vho bad licen loft in Brittsn?, bcuune 
evcrj' day more and more imputienC lo learn some ti- 
dings of Ilia princesg-ljrido, and al length he reeolvod (0 
s«t out in seuroh of bsr; and, by a miradc, ho had 
■TriTod in tbo city of Rome on the aelftame day, iint 
bj a diHerent route. Being happily reunited, ho knell; 
with Ursula at the feet of Cyriaciis and roceivad bap- 
tiaia at liis hands, ehanging hie name frota Couon to 
that ol Elhetvm, \o express the purity ^nil regcnomtian 
□f his soul. Ho no longer aspired to the posse»sloa of 
Ursula, but fixed his bope on sliaring with her the 
crown of martyrdom on earth, loohing to a perpotual 
rectnioa in heaven, where neither sorrow nor sepwulion 
should toach them mora. 

'■After this blessed company bad duly performed 
thoir delations at the shrine uf St. I'uti'r and Bt. Paul, 
the good Cyriacus would fain have detained them 
longer; but Uisala showed him that it was necessaiy 
they should dejian in order Eo receive the crown 'al- 
rcsdy laid up for them in heaven.' When the bishop 
beard thia, ho resolved u> aeirompany tier. In vain his 
clei^ rcprcsuiued that it did not become a pope of 
Some aod a. man of yanerahlo jcaia to rnn after a com- 
pany of m^dens, however immacnUtc they mit;ht be. 
Cynactis had buen counaclled by an angul of God, and 
he made ready to sot fatth and embark with them on 
the river Rhino. 

" Now it happened th«t there were at Rome in those 
days two great Roman captains, cruel heathcus, wlio 
comtnandtid all the Imperial troops iu Gsrmania. They, 
being astooishud at the sight of this multitude of vir- 
gins, said one to the other, 'Shall wo aul^r tills? If 
we allow these Christian maidens to roium to Ger- 
Tiuuiia, they will convert the whole nation; or if lliey 
many htubands, then Ibcy will have so many childrcu 
— uo doubt all Christiana — that our empire will ceaiiQ j 
therolbre let us take counsel what is best to tte done' 
So these wicked pagans consullsd together, Mid wroto 
letters to a certain barbarian king of the Huns, who 
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• Cologno, anil ioBtmcied him 
ha flbould do. 

"Mcaiiliine St. Ursnla and her rirgins, with her 
husbnud aud Lis faitliful knights, prepared to embark ; 
with them went Fope Cjriaiins, and in hig train Vio- 
ceasio and GiaFomo, canlioals ; and Solflno, archhinhnp 
of Ravotina; and Folatino, bishop of Luccn; and Iho 
Lisliop of Faonza, and the patriarch of Grado, anil 
many other prelates : and sficr a long and pcrilans 
janrnej thej arrivEd in tho port of Cologne. 

" They found tho city besieged hy a great Brmy 
of barbarifttts encamped on n plain outside the gates. 
ThcBQ pagana, seeing a number of vessels, filled, not 
with fierce warriors, but beantifhl Tirgina, nnarmed 
j-ontbs, and venenLhlo bearded men, stood still at first, 
Btaring with amaitement; but after a short patiec, ro- 
membcring their instmclioDS, tlicy rushed upon the 
unresisting viqlinis. One of Iho first who perished was 
the Frioce Elhereus, who fell, pierced through by an 
arrow, at the feet of his beloved princess. Then (^ria- 
cus, the cardinals, and sercral barons, sank to the earth, 
or perished in the stream. When iho men were dis- 
patched, the fierce barbariatts rusbed upon the vicing 
just as a pack of gaunt hungry wolves niight bll on a 
flock of milk-white lambs. Finding that the noble 
maidciui resisted their brutalilj, their rage was esdted, 
and they drew their swords and massacred (hem all. 
Then was it worthy of all admiration To behold these 
illostriODS virgins, who had struggled to defend (heir 
virtue, now meekly resigned, and ready ns sheep lor the 
slaughter, embracing and oncouragiug each other I Oh, 
then I liad joa seen the glorious St. Ursula, worthy to 
be tho captain and leader of this army of virgin martyrs, 
how she flew from one to the other, heartening them 
with brave words to die for their feilh and honor I In- 
spirtd by bet voice, her aspect, tJioy did not quail, but 
oflered themselves to death ; and thus hy hundreds and 
by ihousBuds they perished, and the plain was strewed 
with their limbs and ran in riven with their bkrad. 
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Bat ttio bnrbomiiE, awed h^ the majestic beanty of St. 
Ursula, had no power to strike her, but oarrieil her be- 
fore their prin™, who, looking on her with sdmimlion, 
Eaid to tier, ■ Weep not, for thotigli thou has lost thj 
companions, I will bo thy husband, and Ihon ahalt bo 
the greatest qneea In all Germany I ' To wliich St. 
Ursula, all glowing with indignation and a holy scorn, 
replioil, 'O thou cmel mani — blind and Benseless as 
thou art cruel I tbiokcst thou I can weep t or dost thou 
liold me BO Imse, so cowardly, that I would consent to 
lurvive my dear eompnnioas and sisters f Thou art 
flccciTod, «on of Salhan! for I defy theo, and him 
whom Ihon servestl' When the proud p^nn heard 
these words, be was seized with fhry, and bending bis 
bow, which he held in his hand, he, with three arrows, 
tmnsflxcd her pure breast, so that she fell dead, and 
her spirit ascended into heaven, with all the glorious 
sisterhood of martyrs whom she had led to riealh, and 
with her betrothed husband and bis companions : and 
there, u^th palms in their hands and in^wns upon their 
h?[u!a, they fitand ronud the throne of Chfiil ; and livo 
in his light and in hie approving smile, blesBing bim 
and praising him forever. — Amen 1 " 

In derotional pictnrca of St. Ursula, the usual at- 
tributes are, — the crown aa prinreaa, ihe arrow as mar- 
tyr, and the pilgrim's stBiT, surmounted by the white 
Imnner with the red cross, the Christian standard of 
victory. She has also a dove, because a dove revealed 
to 8t. Cunibert where she was buried. There is Rrent 
variety in these reproacnlotioiis of St. Ursula ; and I 
shall pre some examples. 

1. As patron saint, sha stands alone, wearing the 
royal crown, attired in a richly embroidered robe, and 
over it a scarlet manilo lined with ermine ; in one hand 
a boob, in the other an arrow. This, I think, is the 
nsnal manner, varied of coarse in expression and de- 
portment by the taste of the artist. 

2. She stands as patron saint, a m^eslii; 
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rich (ircw nith r^^ omamonls, a p'een or Ecarlot miui- 
tlo liwtd willi crmbo ; in one liand hor arrow, and 
in thia other her bsunrr wttli tho red erase- Tliie is 
the VcnDtian idea of St. Urauln. Slie is thus tEprc- 
inint^ hy Cima da CoDegUana, CarpacciD, and Folma 
V« *io. 

i. A SpaDiuli St. Ureula givee some idea of thevcr}' 
peculiar Btyla of ZorEiarnii. 

4. Aa martyr, alio ia kBecIIni* or standing, her golden 
hair flowing upon ber shooldcra, somutinieB crowned, 
BometiuiBB not ; hw hands clasped, her bosom traoaflxed 
h; an arrow ; aronnd her, oo the grouod, her mtudena 
dead. She ia thns repreaented in a moai exquieite min- 
ialura in the " Beurea d'AoDe do Brctagno " ; and also 
io a large print nAcr Lorenzini, in which elie stujds 
crowned with her atandard of Tictory, and a steadfast 
trianipbant oxproBSion, while her attendant virgins are 
martyred in the l)acl[ground. 

5. ShD is standing, or scaled on a raised ihrotie or 
pedestal ; ber hair boond by a flllel of gems ; her ar- 
row in her hand ; on each side several of her viigin 
companiona, two of whom bear etandarda ; as in a pic- 
tare by Martina da Udine, wliercin tho idea of an im- 
rasneo and indetioite number ia well mnveyed by an 
open dopr or porch oa earJi side, from which the lir- 
gins appear to iesne.* 

G. Slic is standing, holding open with both hands 
her wide and cmiined mantle ; raidcrnetith \u slielt^ 
ore many TirRJna wearing crowns. She is here the p«- 
tronesa of young maidens in general, aad ia Ihoa repre- 
sented in a very curious piclunj by Catcrina da Vigri, 
who was herstlf a aainc, perhaps the only female artist 
who waa ever canonized, and whoae slor; is giren 
among the Alonaetic Legends. 

7. In (ho famous altar-piece of the Cathedral of Co- 
logne, St. Ursola is standing, gorgeously crowned and 
attired, and snrroun,ded by her train of virgios- 

8. She stands to the left of tlio "Vii^o, crowned with 
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flon^an, Bad holding h dove : in a Midonns picRin: bj 
Bmsasorci ,• 

9. Shffl ia *t»niling, with one or mnro arrows in ona 
lumU, SDd a boot in the otlier. Arosiul lier, or shel- 
tered under tbe wide ample folds of hei royal robe, 
wMch is iDBifliDiai held open by angels, a, namber of 
young girts, stnne holding; tlieir boohs, oiliers ranning 
their tMiks, others els>|»i]g (heir hands in wlnraiion. 
She ia here the espeeial pueroness of svhoul-girls, and 
is thns raprBBcnted by Lorenzo di Crcdi, by Hana Hein- 
liuj*, and I. von Meckcnen. 

10, The marl)lB sutno of St. Urania, lyinj- dead with 
the dare at her feet, is very beautiful.t and is taid to 
have SQggesled to Roach the pose of hia reclining stM- 
m of Qneeu Louisa of Fra^ia. 

It is an exception when in devotional pictntijs of St. 
Ursnta the Prince Eihercos is iutroducL'd, aa in a bean- 
tifal ptnip by Hans Borgtoair, where she ia throned 
with her fanaband, both in aumpluons Tobea, and her 
vir^ns in the baekgrounrl.t 

We mon bs capcfui noe to ponfoand St. Ursula 
either with St. Christine or with St. Heparala. A fe- 
male «aial, with an arrow in her hand or in her Ixisom, 
and no other attribute, may represent St. Christina; 
bnt Chriauna ia never aeon with the rt^l ornaments. 
In the Florentine piclunis St. Raparala has tbo cniwn, 
the ormined ralie, and the Btanrtard of victory, bnt never 
tlie arrow. Reparam has also the palm ; while in fdc- 
tnrra of St. Ursnln the palm ia often replorcd by the 
standard or llie arrow. 

The saperatu historical subjects from her life arc con- 
fined lo two, — her vuynjro and hur murtyrdom. 

I. In a bark, with swelling srals, Si. Urania i^ seated, 
wearing her crown ; she holds a lat^ open book, and 
is either reading, or chontiDg hymns ; a niimber of vit' 
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^ns are seated round her, Bome with mosical iiutru- 
mcua, utiiera nudiag : at tlic helm, una of tlio Tirgins ; 
■omccimcs, bowcrer, U ia b prii^t or a winged ange[. 
Of [his bcaudfol subject I hai'e even few examples, and 
Ihtwe anouymom, pnndp&llf dr&wiags or Riiaiatarea. 
ir taken in iM allegorical aig:nifieation, as the religioug 
Toynpi orer the ocean of life, — Faith at llie prow, and 
Charity at tho helm, — the repreaentatiun becomes mya- 
tieal and dcvotiooHl rather than historical, particularly 
where aagela are inlrodoced aa Bteering or propelling 
the vessel. 

a, The Martyrdom of St, UtBnhi ia repreacnled ia 
two ways : either slie and her maidens are maHsacred 
on board her Tesscl ; or she has l&nded luid presents 
heiself to the enemy : in either case she is sliot with 
arrows by a soldier (it is a deviation from the legend, 
as goncrully accepted, when St. Ursula perishes by the 
fvord and not the arrow) ; the barbarian general stands 
by. Her vtt^ns and companions are lying dead araand 
her, or tho slaughter is going on in the background ; 
and the locality is usually CKpreaiied by the well-known 
tower, or llie cathedral of Cologne in the distance. 

There is a little picture in the collection of Prince 
Wallerstcin, now in Kensington Palace, in which Si. 
Ursula has just ilcppiid ou the shore, a sort of a quay 
with buildings; she is attired like a princess, h«r bands 
meekly joined, her long golden hair flowing down on 
her shonidere, and in her face a most divine expression 
of mild, melancholy resignation ; two of her maidens 
bear her train behind, and seem to encourage each 
other ; two soldiers in ricii warlike costnrae are bending 
thdr bows ; the masKocro goes forward in the distance. 

The history of St Ursula treated as a series ocenn 
fVeqnently in tho Blainod ghiss and Gothic sculpture of 
tbe thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. In painting 
we have two renowned examples; the first Italian, tlie 
second Flemish ; and both nearly confomporary. 

Tlie earliest work of Vittore Carpaccio in Venice 
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ma the mngniftcent series of tho lifo of St. Crsala, 
pninlccl, in U90, for tlio cliapel of the ScaoJu di Sunt 
Orsola, Ik beoeticeut institntioD, foondud for tlie eapport 
sad education of femalo orphans, coasequenllj plained 
nnder tlic protectioa of the patron Eaint of mnLdeDhood. 
Carp&ccio has takca tho principal incideats uf her life 
in the tbilowing order i — 

1, Tbe arrival of the ambasBadorB of the King of 
England, to require the hand of t)ic Fnncess Ursula for 
his SOD. Tlie King of Brittany ruceivea them seitted on 
a splendid throne, and aurrounded bj his attendants ; 
in a compnrimetiC to the right the king \s again seen 
leaning his head on his hand in a. meltmelioly mood, 
and Uruula, standing before her father, appears to com- 
fort him : on the steps leading to the ctianiber sits an 
old duenna. 

S. The King of Briltan; dismisses the ambassadors 
of the Sing of England with the conditiona imposed hj 
advite of hia daughter. Id a compartment to the right, 
St. Ursula is eecn sleeping on her bed : ahe has a vi«un 
of the crown of martyrdoiii prepared for lier, 

3. The ambassadors of the King of England return 
frith the answer of the Prinocss Ursola, and the king's 
■on [leelares hia intention of going to acek her. 

4. On one side is aecn the meeting lietween th« 
Prince of England and hiu bride St. Ursula. On the 
other side thay talte leave of the King of Brittany 
to embark on their pilgiiEuago ; the ahipa are aecn in 
the background, with a great company of nobles and 

5. St. Ursula, with her riigins and her companiona, 
arrives at the port of Cologne. 

6. St. Ursula, with the priacc her husband, and the 
virgini her companions, arrives at Bomo ; the; are met 
outside tho gates of the city by the Pope Cyriacu», 
attended by the canlinals and bishops. She aitd the 
prinee ore seen kneeling at the feet of tho pope : tvro 
altendania behind carry tho royal crowns. The virgins 
Tith the pilgrims and theit baimetB are sc«n following ; 
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fn the itinUnra ihc Cutle of St. Aagjelo, wbifh nuutd 
the Icwnlii*. 

7. The martyrfora of St. Ursula and her eompan- 
lotw tX Cologno on one aide : on tho oltwr !■ Been (he 
{nicmMnl of ihc &aint; sbo is r^rCKnted cxiendetl on 
Ihc trier iriih her long golden hair, the bodies of other 
rirgina follow in tlie ilistanre. 

8. Tho gloriBcation or St. tFrspla. She is seca 
■Mndint; on r kiiid of pcdmcal of ^rreen houghs, formed 
of tho palma of Iho cloven Ihouniid virgin* boand to- 
gether ; she looks np, her hair flowinj; over her ahonl- 
ders, (uid her hands joined in prajoT ; eix little oitgels 
barer round her, mo of them hold over her head the 
<eoleaiial cronn. Oo corh side kneels a Tirgin nidi 
B hanner, and there are about thirty other knceKng 
figures; among tliem Pop« Cyiiacns, and several ptd- 
tSfn : all the heads are full of beenly, life, and rharac- 
icr. The backgraund isn Inndseope seen Ihroiigh lofty 
■rehes. The fignrea riironghout wear tlie Venetian 
costume of tho fifteenth centnry. 

Tho richness of feney, the lively dramatic feeling, 
die originality and naivet^ irith Rhich the slory is told, 
render Ihta scriCB one of tho most interesting exeittple« 
of early Venetian Art. Zanetti says that he used to 
go to the chapel of St. Urania and conceal himself, 10 
observe the eiKtet which these pictures produced on the 
minds of the peo]>le as expnsaed in ihcir councenaDees. 
"iToyself," ho adds, "could hardly lom away mine 
«ye» ftnm that eliarming figure of the saint, where, 
asleep on her maidea couch, — all grace, pnrily, and 
iBnocoDce, — she seems, by the expres«onnn her bottuti- 
fiil features, to be visited by dreamB from pai'adise."* 

About the same period, Hans Ilemling puinted the 
ma^inccDt shrine of St. Crsala in St. John's Ho^tal 
at Bruges. It is a Gothic chest or casket constructed 
to contain the arm of the saint, and aiiorned with a 
series of mioiatnies. The incidents selected by Uemling 

* A Hi of old flngiavliigs from Ihli aaltt hu been lateLr pnc 
■baud tin ttao PiiDt-raoa eC the British MiiHuni. 
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hte not pivciaely tbose chosen hj Vitlore Carpncrii). 
lie appusra lo have tonlinoil himmlf iti liur pil^tiuiage 
and her iiuutyrduia : — 

1. Sl Unnla ojid hot companions arrive at Cologne 
on ihcir way to Rome. Ursula, in tbu attire of a 
princcag, her hair bisidnl Kitti jeweU, \e iu the avt of 
Bicpping on ahorc; one of her virgins hoida ap her 
train, ttnotiiOT bolila oat her arm lo support and assist 
her. A ouniber of iicr companions are se.cn entering 
ihe gates of llic cit;; the cathudruL aud tlie luwvrit of 
Cologna are in the background. 

2. The arrival of Sc Urania and her companionB at 
Baslo. Itt tbe (brcgiDund of ihe picture ore two vessels 
crowded with female ligares. In the background Ihe 
d 17 and cacbedcal of Baalc; and in the extreme dis 
Iiuic« the Alps, lowardH wliich the virgins are Been 
travelling along a road. 

3. The arriv-al of St. Ursula at Home. The pope 
Toceirea her under the portico of a churi'b, and gives 
Uer his benediction; behind her kniwls ihu l)rid<i);room- 
prince ; 00 the other lido is seen the bapllsm of several 
of the prince's companions, aod in [he background Ht. 
Urania ie econ coofeosing, and receiving the sacrament. 

4. The second arri^'a] in the noigliborhuod of Basle. 
Two TCieelB in the Ibrcgroimd, OB hoard vf wIuL'h aio 
seen SL Utsala with her husband, aud Pope Cyriatus 
wilh a number of hia prelates. Some of the viruina 
are seen going off in a boat. 

5. The musBcro of the pilgrims on their arrival at 
Cologoe. The two vessels are seen crowded with the 
martjrs ; soldiora in tba fbregronnd ara shooting at 
them with eroisbows ; a fierce soldier is aecn plunging 
his sword into the bosom of the Prince of England, 
who &lhi iulo the arms of St. Ursula. 

6. The martjTdom of Sc Ursula. She is standing 
' ' ' tent of the general of the barbarians ; 
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rate ; but his praise of the bc&uiy of Cha execation, and 
tho truth of filling anil exprcaaioD in Eome of thn licada, 
in pcrtbctl J just. Tlicj are iiap\i about eighteen im-lics 
high, — hUn>ric«l pictures linished witli sU tlie predBiuu 
■ad duliracy of » miniatore on vellum. Tliere i» a 
good set of BDgrarings (colored after the onginats) in 
Uic Briliali Musenm. 

1 BBW in tbe fiiitel de Claaj at Paris two cnrioos 
pictures from ttic storj of St. Ureals. In tbe Brst. the 
King of EDgland sends ambassadors to tlie King of 
Brillany; in tlic KCDDd, tlio ambaEsadora arc received 
by tho King of Briitanj, and. Ursula, scaled on a throne 
beside her father, delivers h«r answer to their reqaest. 
The artist has taken groat psina to diBtiDgniah the 
hoathcn and barbarons court of England from the civil- 
ized and CbriBtiui coort of Brittau/. 



St- Maroahet. 



The ItgenA of St. Mnigaret, which is of Groek 
origin, was certainly known ju Europe as early as the 
fifth centorj, being among those which were repudiated 
as ajiocryphal by Pope Gelasiua in 49-1. From that 
time we hear little of her till the eleventh century, when 
hot legend and hot name — which signifies a pearl, aiid 
lias been given to that little lowly flower we tail tlie 
daisj^were both introdncod from the East by the first 
cTosoders, and soon became popular all over Europe.* 

* The flnl pnsanKgs nt dlstlDcUan In Ennpe wbo bon Uila 
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In the fonrteomh ceniury wo find her ono of the it 
Tuvorite euiota. particularly anionget wonitn. hj whom 
Ehe was JDvokvd agfunst the pains of cliildtjirth. Sho 
wus also the chosen lype of female innocenni nnd roock- 
ncsa : — (he only one uf the four great palroneswij who 
ifl profoundly learned : — 



and other lueh phrases, in the old metrical legends, 
show the filing will) wliie'h she wiu regarded.* 

Her story is singularly wild. She was the daughter 
of a. priest of Antioch. named Theodosius ; and in her 
infaney, beiog of feeble health, slui was acnl to a uurso 
ia iha conntry. This woman, who was secretly a Chri»- 
tian, brought up Margaret in the true &uth. The holj 
luairl, while employed in keeping tlie tev sheep of her 
uime, medituted on the mysteries of the Gospel, and 
devoted herself lo the servito of Christ. Ono day tha 
governor of Antiwh, whoMi name was Olyhrius, iu pass- 
ing; by the place, saw bcr, and was captiraled by her 
beoqty. He commanded ttiat she should be carried to 
bis palace, being resolved, if she were of free hirth, to 
take her for his wife ; but Margaret rejected hia oiiers 
with scorn, and declared herself the acrrant of Jesna 
Christ, Eler father and all her relations were struck 
witb horror at this revelation. They Hed, leaving har 
in the power of the govenior, who endeavored to sub- 
due her cxinstaney by the keenest torments : they were 
■o terrible that the tyrvnt himself, nnahle to endars the 
sight, covered his bee with his roiio ; but St. Mai^aret 
did not quail beneath them. Then she was dragged to 
■ dungeon, where Satan, in the Ibrm of a tortDdo drag- 
on, cam« npon her with his inflamed and hideous month 
wide open, and sought to terrify and confound her ; but 
sha held up the cross of tlm Hcduemer, and he flod be- 
bre it. Or, accorditig to the more popuUir version, lia 

• There an noleHOiin twobundroaaidUjlrtJ'-tiglit ohmohei 
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iirallaved her op iJire, bill immediately hone ; uid 

she etaecgvcl uuhurt : uioUiu form of ihc bmilisr »Ue- 
goi7, tlie puwur of ain overcome by the power of ilia 
crow. He mturncd in the tbnn of a man lo tcnpi ber 
further', but she overcame him, Mid, placing: ]>et foot 
on Ilia head, rorrctl turn to coDfiw his foul nrickednus, 
and to anEwer lo lier qucatiors. Slic wae again brou);ljt 
bcrnre tliD tymnl, Bud, agun rBfiwing to abjure her 
faith, she was further tortured ; but llie eight of so 
much coaatoDcy io oqo ko yoang aud beautiful only in- 
creased the nuiubcr of converts, so thui iu one day five 
thousand were baptized, auiL declared themselves ready 
to die with her. Tlierefore the governor took counEcl 
how this might ho prevented, and it was advised that etie 
should ho beheaded forthwith. Audan tbcy led berforth 
to death, she thanked and giori8ed God that her iravaiL 
waa ended ; and slic prayed tlial those who invoked her 
in the pains of childbirth aliould find help ihrongh the 
merit of her Bufioriu^ri, and iu memory of her delivei- 
aoco froin the womb of iho great dmgon. A voice 
from heaven asenrcd her ibat ber prayer was granted ; 
BO she went and received Joyfully the crown of mHityi- 
dom, bciog beheaded by the eword. 

In devotional pictures, the attribute of St. Margaret 
is the dragon. She is usoolly trampling him ondei: 
her feet, holding up th« cross in her hand. Sometimes 
the dnigon is hound with a cord ; or his jaws are diii- 
lended as if lo swallow her ; or lie is seen nni and burst, 
nad St. Margaret stands ppoa him unharmed. — as 
in the old metrical legoud in the Auchinleck MS8. : — 

" Mnlden Uugnle Ihs [lltai} 
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Aa inarifr slio beam, of right, ihc palm and tho 
crown; sad tlieso, in genual, iierva to dislingiiish St. 
MargMUi from St. Martha, who has bIbo iIib atcriliates 
of the dragoD and tbo cioaa. Here, however, setting 
tlie oaoal aCtributes auide, the character ouglit to be ao 
diuiuctly motkod, that thcnt aliould be uo ixMsibililj 

of cODfoaaiilmg (lie beaiuiful and dullied lioroiue of n 
apiritaal warfare, mih the qiBJeeCio niiuurity aad staid 
■implicit/ of Marilia. 

Id boiuo pii-lurcs St. Uargorct has a garlaiul of 
pearls round her head, in alluaioa to hut uitino ; and I 
base seen ouo pictarc, and onl/ one, in which elio wcara 
a garland of daisica, and carciea dtiaies in her lap and 
ia hor haikd." 

I Bhall DOW give some cxamplca of St. Margaret 
treated dovoiionall}', 

1. The fainoua St. Margaret of liaphacl (in the 
Louvro) waa pointed for Francis I., in compliment In 
his BiMor, Marj{arec of Navarre. Ic repreaeuta the aoiiit 
ia tlia momaot of vieiar;, just slopping fot^ard with a 
buoyant and triumphant air, ia whiL-h tlicro is a.\n> 
■ometliing uxquiniioly bwcvE end girliah ; one foot on 
tbs wing of the dragon, whitih crou;:liea 0|>eu-mouthcd 
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beneadi : her right hand holds the palm, her led atiB- 
tnioa her r<il«. Tho fiu.<e is jonthliil, mild, sad beautU 
Tut I the hair wilhoul onianiBDt i the simplidty andclo- 
gsace of the wbolc figorc quite worthy of Ri^hael, 
whose aim has evidently been to pliu:e before us an air 
Ugory, and not an action ; it is innocence triomphBtlt 
over tlie power of sin. The St. Margaret in the Vienna 
Gallery, which has been Btjicd by Pasaavont and Otbecs 
a daplieate of this fiunons picture, is no duplicate, but 
altoj^iitlier a diflercnt (.'omposiiion, The foca is in pro- 
Glo, the Hllitude rather forced, and aha holds the cruci- 
fix, inatcad of the palm. It is no doubt by Ginlio Bo- 
mauo, nud one of the many ioatanccii in which he took 
an I'dea from Raphael and treated it in bis own manner. 

5. Pannigiauo. The altar-piece, painted Ibr the 
Giosti Chapel in the Convent of St. Mai^aret al Bo- 
logna ; it represeDts her kneeling, and caressing the In- 
funt Chiiat, who is aeoted in the Up of his mother ; 
behind the Virgin eiia St. Anguatine, and on iho other 
aide is St. Jerome ; at the feet of St. Margaret is seen 
the dragon, open-mouthed aa usnal. 

3. Lncaa v. Lcydcn. She is in a rich dreaa, stiff 
with embroidery, and reading a book ; while seen, na 
rroaching oiider the skirt of her robe, is the head of 
the dragon, which the painter has eadcarored, and not 
in vain, to render as hideoua, as terrible, and as real as 
possible ; in consequence, the el&ct is disagreeable : 
but the picture is woDdcrfullj painied. In another ex- 
ample by the same painter, she has iaened from tlie 
back of the dragon, holding the cross, tlirough whidi 
she lias conqnered, in her band : a part of tier robe in 
the jaws of the dragon, signifies that ho had just swal- 
lowed her up.* 

4. Lnca Ponni. She la tmmpllne on the demon in 
baman shape, which is imusual. Her martyrdom ii 
aeen in the backgrouod.t 

6. Atinibal Caracci. She ia leaoing on a pedestal, 

* Uanliib Oal. I CopeDhagBD. 



In B mediUtiTe attiCude, holding the Gospel ; the drug- 
on u licr Tml a m^tic K{;uro IU'E-aizc.* 

G. NIoolb Foussin. Sliu la kneolm); on the Tsn- 
qoislieil ilraeoa, with oxtenilcd armi, nhilo two BOgeLt 



HiBtoriciil ptcmreg of St Margaret am 
In tlie ChristJMi Mueeutn in tlie Vatii'an there is a 
St, Mstrgtrei, aianiling^ in green drapery, ritlilj em- 
broidered triih gold flowers, and bearing the cross: 
the dragon, here cxtrenicly amoll, is buoeutli hvr feet. 
Arounit arc nine Email uompartmcnts : in the upixir 
one, Christ in the wpnichro, n-ilh the Virgin and St. 
John; and on each aide, four hietorical gubjccta. I. 
St. tSaxgATOi, keeping sheep, is seen by the governor 
of Aiitioch. 2, She is brought before him, and de- 
cines lier bith. 3. She u in prison, and viailed bj 
the Holy Spirit (or peace) in form of n ilove. 4. Sho 
il tortured cruelly, being anipendod on a gallows, whilo 
axocuiione™ tear hor with prong*, 5, Sho is avrnl* 
btred ap by the dngoD ia her duagiean. 6. She is in 
a caldron of boiling pitch. 7. She is decapitated. 8. 
Mrraclca are performed at her shrine. 

We And Iho lamo selection of aubjecls 
■tuned gkss. 



Vi Jii Las colobralKd St. Mat^aret in two Latin hji 



Jn the four illuatrioua sirgin-iaints I have just 
tcribed, there is an individoality, which is strongly^ 
marked in their rcapectivo legcnda, and wh 
bans been attended to in works of art, though we sel- 
dom find it so. The digiinecive character should be, 
in St. Catherine, dignity and intellect ; ii " ~ 
(brtitude and a rcsolato but rctlecling i 
was a miiijat; in St. UrsnlB. a devout enthuali 
tempered wiih benignity ; in St. Margaret, nteel 
Bad innocence,— 



gtr^^ 






* Balhcrlaod Oil. 
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^HEN, in tbedailjaervicflofoiirCharch.we 
ll repeal thcac words of tho Bnlilime byiaa, I 
3Ddcr Bometiiues whether it be vith a fiiU 
H appreciation of their meaning? whether We 
do renllj' reflect on all lliat IhiB noble arm^ of martj'CB 
billh coni|uered for ns? — Did they indeed glori^ God 
(lirough their coomge, and eeal their fiulh in their US' 
deemer witb their blood! And if it be so. how is it 
that we Cliristiaos hare learned to look coldly upoB 
the effigies of thoao who sowed the seed of the bor- 
veat which we Kbtc reaped ? — Sanguis martynan (ctmhi 
ChrittiiBvtnml We ma; admit Chat the re 
to ihem in former days was DDreasonable and e: 
that credulity and igaorance have in many inalancea 
blsifiod tbe actions imputed to tbcm ; Ihai enlliuiia«m 
baa tnagnifled their numhers beyond all belief; that 
wheo the eotnmunion with msrtyrB was associated with 
the presence of their material remains, ihe passion for 
Telics led to a tliuuaand abuses, and the belief in th<iir 
intercession to a thousaad BQpeislitions. But why, in 
□prooting the false, uproot also the beantifui and the 
true? Surulj il is a thing not lo be set aaiite or for- 
gollen, tliat gcnoronB men and meek women, strong in 
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the Birengih nnd elevated by tho sacrifice of b Redeomer, 
did suftbr, did rondure, did lriain;iti for the truth's suke, 
did leave ns ax eKMnpJe which ought to make onr 
heuts glow within ns, in admiratioii and gratitude ! 
Sniely, tben, it ia no unfit employnient fi)r the higheac 
powers of Art, that of kcoping- alive their blcesnd and 
heroic tnomor; ; aud uo degeneration of our places of 
woiship, tliat their effigies, tmlv, or at kast worthilj, 
expreaaed, should be held op 10 our venoratiun, and the 
itoTj of their sublime devotion Eocnetimes brought to 
remembrance. And this was (he ophiioti gCiungl/ ex- 
preasud by Dr. Arnold, wtioiu no one, I suppiue, n-91 
eoapect of a leaning towards the idolatrons lenitencios 
of An. In speaking of a Hdit whicli he paid to the 
church of Snn Ste&no at Rome, ho nimarka : " No 
donbt manj of tho panicnlat alorioi thus painted will 
bear no critical axominBlion ; it is likelj enou;^, toO, 
that Qibbon has trnlj accused the geooral statcmenta 
of exaggeration. But thia is a thankless labor. IM- 
vide the sum Mlal of reported rnartym by twenty, — by 
fifty if yon will ; alter all, yoo Imvb » nombw of per- 
son! of all ages and sexes suHisring cruel tornictils aiid 
death for cooBcience' lake, and for Christ's; and by 
their raHeringa manifestly with God's blessing insuring 
the triumph of Christ's Gospel. Neither do I tliink 
that wa consider the cxcellencs of this mBrtirr.fipirit 
half enough. 1 do not think that pleasure is a sin ; but 
ihoagh pleasure is not a sin, yet surely the contem- 
plation of suffering for Christ's sate is a thing most 
needAil lor as in our days, liMni wboin in our daily IJIa 
BoKriug seems so tta removed. And as God's gntca 
enabled rich and delicate persons, women and even 
childnm, 10 endure all extremities of pain and reproach, 
ia time* put ; so there is the same grace no leas mi^'hty 
now; and if wo do not eloee onrBclvei ■|;iiinBt it, it 
might be in na no less glorified in a time of trial." 
And why, indeed, dlould w« shut up onr ticurta 
agahut sach inlluenrcs, and force outh^Ivis to regard 
■a a snare what ought to be a source of dlvlae conifort 
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•nil mcouragenrnM. — of power, for the *wakoning up 

of thoBO whose miada aro nbsorbwl in selliBh rorrqwa, 
□r fiir tlio filrangthoning of those wbo even now ate 
contoudiug for tlie trutli among ns, nnd who perish 
mnrtyn, bec&iua ihcre prevails some rorm of Eocial 
idolatcy, agaioat whiih the/ miet unto death 1 

Not that I qiiilo sympathize with the occasion which 
gave riso to ihe abora bcButiAil pnsaagH In Dr. Arnold's 
journal. However I may admira tlis aentimenni ex.- 
pressed, to mj taste martyrdoms are abhorrent, and 1 
remember that I aerer ealercd tho church of San Ste- 
fano wiihont being side at hoart: those dolorotis and 
aangninary death-srcnea, which make im wall* hideous, 
are oo mom fiUed for spirilaal edification, than the 
spectacle of public executions avails to teach hamanitf 
aad respcpt for the biw. It is, however, n circnnlstance 
worthy of remark, as tme now, and truer in tho middle 
ages, tlial llio sympolhy of the lower orders was less 
eiceited b; the afiporatua tif physical agon; than by the 
bearing of the victim. To them the indomitalile conr- 
aga, tho patient endurance, the glorious triumph, of the 
sufferer were more than the stake, the wheel, tho rack, 
the scourge, the knife. The fonnor were hearc-eoolh. 
ing, aoal-liding, light-giving I the latter bad been ren- 
dered by the Eccellioos, the Viscooti, and other insane 
monatera of those days, mere commonplaces, the daily 
spectacle of real life. The mosc beautiful and edifying 
ropreaonlntioos of (he martyrs are not those which placo 
them before us agonized uuder tho lasb or the knife of 
the executioner, but tliose in which thej look down 
npon us from their serene beatitude, — their work done, 
thcu' triumph accomplished, holding titcir victorious 
palm, and wearing llieir crown of glory ; while the story 
of tlieir sufTerings is suggested to tho memory by the 
accorapanjiug attribute, — tlio swori!, tlie arrow, or tlie 

The writers of Chnrch history reckon ten persecu- 
tions dnring three hundred years which elapsed between 
the reign of Nero and that of ConaianciDc, nud the 
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sainti who anSurcd wjlliin thrs period are c 
rated 113 the airly nuutjre. I have not, in the gnbae- 
qaent easaj's, aminged tbem rhroaoloiii tally \ for anj 
eoi'li nrniDgcniont, with rcferenoo to Art, coold hava 
produced nothing but conflisiun. Tlie principle of 
a^oritmon through which certain of these persootiges 
will be found grouped together under particular circum- 
Blancea, in particular lootlitics, is infiQitDl/ more tag- 
goalivo and pociicul ; and I have endeavonfd to follow 
it out, as far as thia could t>e done with any regard to 
order. Bat ia it not anaccountable, and ninttcr of 
regret as well as wonder, that some of the best-authenti- 
cated and most odifjing of tba early martyrdomB should 
be comparatively unknown as sabjects of Art } In all 
the hiBlariOB of the Christian Church, whether written 
bj Proteatant or Catholic, we find the mild heroism of 
Vivia Pcrpetua and tho slave Folicitaa, — the eloquaneo 
atld eourago of Justin, wlio exchanged the title of 
P/iSaupher for that of Mari^/r, — the fortilnde of the 
aged Folyoiirp, — duly and honorably recorded. All 
tbeso wanes ore beautifully nnnnled in Mr. Milm&n's 
■' Hiuory of Christianity"; and I roronimend then 
to the attention of tboee of onr painters who may be 
seeking for incidents and characters connected nilh the 
history of our faith, at on<re new in Art, and unex- 
ceptionable in point of authenticity. 

It Bppoara that ttje first seven peraecntions were local 
or accidental It was in the reign of Hadrian that the 
populace dist bc^au to demand that the Christians 
should he put to death nt the great festivals; an ex- 
ample having been already Tea>rded in the reig;n of 
Trajan, whea St. Ignatius was thrown to the lions. 
Tet Hadrian, though incapable of comprehending or 
appreciating the spirit of Christianity, defended the 
Christians, and placed them under the protection of 
the laws. The lirst general persBCntion by imperial 
decree was in the reign of Dcciui, in which many 
Christiana were martyred, and many also fell from the 
ftiith. The tenth and last persecution, under Diocio- 
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urtTti an Rfmml lo dMsa bloodihintj irnMin, 
Akw* >■■ itx! "Id LegcDda M k Wft itf OgRS, de- 
■ imnian, ninii^ on enth fee do other jnajott 
a ns^ l>iM|i)HDi«, Bod inrtnt tonnica by wbidi la 
7 of the Mrranti of CAot. 



To nndpniaiid «oin« of thee noriei of M» jIj i i i 1 o ui , 
we must tTanspon oanelre* in hncj lo the primiliri 
■gn of the Charrh. It ns then Iho cUsblnhed and 
nnivcnal belief among; Christioiu ihu inbnial apiria 
were M once the mihora and Hk objeris of idolatiy. 
It WM held for nmin lhit the gods of the Pagaiu 
were demons who bid. sfanmed the iuun« and allri- 
buces of ihe popolar divinitica, and appropriaceil die 
innnec oSbrod on the altan. The Chriftien*, tlterefore, 
beliered in tho real (nuetcniv of these talse goda ; bat 
their belief wns mingled with detcEtation and honor. 
Idolatry wm to them no mere gpecnlaii™ Buperstition ; 
it waa, if 1 maj so Bpplf the strong expreaeion of 
Carijle, "a truth clad in hell-fire." The ilighecM 
leaning towHrds tho hentben worahip trti not oolj' 
treason against the mqjesty of the Imo God, but a di- 
rect hmnage to those ang^ of darkness who hod been 
in rebellion a^net Him Grom the beginning. Henre 
tho langua)^ and bearingr of Ihe carl/ martyrs wen not 
only marked hy resistance, but by abliorrwice attd de- 
fiance ; lienco a courage more tlian human sustained 
them ; and henee too the turions indignation of the 
priests and people, when they found iheir gods not 
WErtly regarded with philoflopliical iodifltTenco as im- 
ages or allcgorios, but Bporned as impure, malevolent, 
reprobate — yet living and immortal — epirits. 

in trod need into 
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ticnlvlf BtrikiBg. The Rrst U. no sncieol moaaic in 
the church of Sant' Apollinorc Nuovo at Ravenna (a. 
S34). On tiN riglic luuiil as wc eiiler, and imtne- 
dUlol; above Che arches of the nave, we beliold a long 
proceuion of twentj-onc mnrtyra, carrying ihcir crowns 
in their hands ; thej appear advancing towards n R^ra 
Sftvionr, who slands willi an angol on each aide, 
reodf to receive (hem. On the wall to the left in a lilia 
procession of virgin martyra. also bearing tlieir crowns, 
snd adraucing to a figaru of the tfaronad Madonna, 
Who, nith an aagel on each aide, appears lo be seated 
Ihere to receive their homage.* These processions ex- 
tend CO the entrance of the clioir, and ihu figures are 
roloBsal, — I suppose almnt seven or eight feet higli. 
They arts arranged in the foliowing onlect — 

ApnllloRrit. Akdh. 









This list of martyrs is of vary groat importHnco, aa 
lieing, I believe, tliu earliest in the history of Art. It 
•hows OS what martyrs were most bonordl in the siiCh 

rj. It shows us that itiany names, then hold in 
tnosi honor, liarc siaca iallcn into comparative iH^glect ; 

hut others, then unknown, or unacknowledged. 






Ulm of (faU oU 



111 \m St. Clirjunlhiis, 
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hare lines become most FGlDbralcd, It y\\\ be re- 
marked, that [he virgins are led lij Se. Euplietnia, and 
not by St. Catherine : that Urere ie no St. Barlwa, do 
Bt. Ma^ret, no St. George, no St. Christopher; all 
of whom figure conepicuourfy in tbo moBaicB of Mon- 
reate D.t Pulermo, exeented five centaries later. In 
fort, of (hcBO forty-two flgnres cxHcntecl at Ravenna, by 
Greek artista in the eerviee of Jnatinian, only flvo — 
Eaphemia, Cyprian and Juetina, Polycaq), nni Deme- 
trius — are properly Greek snints ; all llie rest ore Latin 
BaintB, whose worahip origlnftled with the WeBtem, and 
not with tbo Eosleni Church. 

In the chnrph of Sonta Frstiaeao at Rome (a. d. 
BIT) the nrmngement 19 altogether difterent Irom tlial 
at Ravenna, and equally striking. Over the grand 
arch whieb separates the choir from (be nave is a mo- 
aaic, representing the New Joraaaleni, as dcserihed in 
the BcTelationa. It vs a waited ent-loEure, with a gate 
at each end, goarded hy angels. Within la Hen the 
Saviour of the world, holding in big band the orb of 
sovereignty; and a cornpany of die blessed seated on 
(hrones : outside, the noble army of martyrs is Ken 
approaching, condui-ied and rcceinai by angels. They 
are all arrayed in white, and cany crowns in their 
haude. Lower down on each aide a host of martyrs 
press forward, with palms and crowns, to do homage 
to the Lahb throned in the midst. None of tlio mai^ 
tyrs are distingaisbed by name, except those to whom 
tfiB church is dedicated, — Santa PrasBcdc and her aig- 
ter Polcndana- The peculiar propriety and EenlimenE 
of the Bnlyect aa relatea to them, I shall point out when 
treating of tbeir legend hereafter. 

In later Art, we fiod (hat in all devotional pictuica 
which repri'tient Poradisa, tha Lost Judgment, the Olo. 
rification of Christ, or the Coronation of the Virgin, 
the glorious company of beaiiBed martytl forms a pan 
vf tlie caleatial pomp. Soma of Ih^ compositions 
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sra of wondGi-Tiil beant}'. nnd ntui^li of the pkoinre m 
derive from tliem will depend oo our kaowladRS of the 
bistory and characler of Ifactie lieroes of the faitti, aud 
the origin of the nttriliiites assigned lo tbsoi. 

T consider it a fflnit wlien, in inch pictares, the apoi- 
lles fi^'ure as irmrtjrs (u in Michael Angelo's Last 
Judgmeat), because thej had a Btill higlier claim to 
onr veneratioa, and should lake their place according- 
ly ; Dot willi tlie aUribaEes of earthly sufleriiif;, as vic- 
tims ; but with their books as the delegated teachers of 
mankind. Then, next after the apwiles, come the moik 
tpn -, and we find that in all works of art which may 
bo cited as aathorities a ccirlaio order is maintained. 
The Srst place is usually given to St. Stephen, the sec- 
ond lo St. Lanronce ; nhen the Innocents atn intro- 
duced, their proper place is under the throne, or imme- 
dialely at the feet of Christ. Next to these, the most 
conspicnona Sgnroa ore naualiy 8t. Geor^ and St 
Maurice as warriors ; St. Ignatim and St. Clenicnt u 
bbihopa ; St. Christopher with his sCnfF, anil St. Scbai' 
tiaa with his arrows. The martyrs venerated in the 
particular locality for which the picture was paiolod 
will also have a conspicnous plai» : for eKainpIo, in tie 
Oermon pictures we shall probahlj And St. Bonilace 
and St. Florian ; in iho Broscian pietares, St, Fftnsli- 
uus and St. Jovita; while, in pictures painted for the 
Doiniiiicaos, Peter, the famona martyr of their ordef, 
in couspicaoaa with his bleeding head and his laonk'i 
buljit. Tlie female martyrs are generally placed to- 
gether, Ibrining a beauttfiii group. St. Catherine, ia 
general, takes the firet place ; next to her St. Barbara 
with her lower; St. Agnes with her lamb; St. Lucia 
with her tamp (or her eyes) ; St. Cecilia crowned with 
roses ; and behind them a crowd of Hgnrca with palms 
and glories, not otherwise individnalixed. In sach rcp- 
reiMintariona the leading idea is obviously borrowed froin 
that mi^nificeot passage in the seventh chapter of lievo- 
lations : " Lo I a great multitude, wbluh no man could 
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number, clolhed with white roboa, and wiih pnlcos in 
tUflir Imnds." — <• ThesB are they wliit'h came out of 
grnat tribulation, and huTo wnshed their robca, and ina<I« 
them whira in the Llood of the Lamb; tliercfore are 
tlioy before tlio ibronu of God ; aud ha sjiall ftml tlicni, 
and eliall laid them 10 living funntaias of WBtcts, and 
■hall wipe away all tears tram their eyes." 



Teh Ihwocehtb. 



Teib " Mussacrc of t1ic Innorenls," aa an action or 
event, beluni;:9 !o the history of our Saviour, and I 
■hall Bay nothing of it here. But iho Innocents ihem- 
telves, us pcrsooo^^ieB, aa iho firsC-fruits of martyrdom, 
bave been regarded with an especial liomoge fiom tha 
earliusl Bgos of the Church. Kot the lease divine trait in 
the character of the Saviour waa llic loi'c, Ihc rei'crenca, 
he ineuleated far " littla cliildren " ; and in there not 
■omething moat nalnral, most lonchlng, in the early bo- 
liof lliaC He would regard with peculiar favor, with ■ 
mora compassionate tcnderueaa, the sonls of those lano- 
cent« who perished, if not in his cause, at least because 
of Him t In their character of martyrs tlicy find an ap- 
propriate plnre in devotional and ecclcainalical Art ; and 
some of Iheie reprcsentatioos are of peculiar intCTCSlatid 
beauty. I shall give one or two examples. 

In the mosaics of the old Basilica of St, Paal, at 
Homo, tho lanocentB are repreaentHd by a group of 
■mall figures holding puitus, and placed immediately 
beneath the altnr or throne, sustaining the Gospel, iha 
cross, and tho instrumenW of the passion of our Lord. 
Over these figures was Iha inscription Hi. S. Imno- 
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I saw in one of t1ie old French cathedrals, I think 
St Aix, a picturo not good our ugr«iub!c ns a work of 
art, but striking from Iho peculiar conception. Id the 
midst an altar, and on it tbe cross, and the lamb 
ont blemiflh ; around, on the earth, lay the nrnrtyrod 
Innoocnts hleeding, dead ; a little higlier ap, their spiriU 
were eeea asceading with palms in their hunda ; and 
above all, the lafaat Clu-ist, ontliroaed, received them 
iolo heaven with ontstrecched arms. 

In a '• Flight into Egypt," fay F. Vanni, thn» or 
four martyred Innocents Lie in the foregruuud.* 

But tbe most bcantitiii devotiooal ruprcscntntioa of 
the marlyrcd Innocents, the most appropriate, tbe most 
aigaillcant in sentiment, I could cite, is the aJtar-picce 
in the church of tho Foandling Hospital at Floranta 
(whi?h I may observe en pamtal, precedeil hy two hun- 
dred years the first inslJtarion of that kind in France, 
by more than three hundred the first ia England.!) 
This altar-piece represonlB the Virgin and the Infant 
Christ enthroned in glory ; around the throuu the elect ; 
and Biuons them, the most conspicuous are tho Inno- 
cents, lovely children, with evorj' variety of sweet in- 
&ntine bees, wlio look np to the Saviour as in suppli- 
cation, and point to tbeir wounds, which yet arc not 
rendered too obtrusive. The sentiment conveyed ia 
this : " Behold ns, who have suSi;red because of thee, 
O Saviour I and, for our sake, have mercy and hare 
jntj on the forsaken little ones who are brought hither 
and laid down at thy feet I " 

There ia a picture in the Louvre hy Knbens, known 
an " La FiTrt^e aia Aaijeg." It represents the Virgin 
Uld Child, surrounded by a host of children, — for 
they are beatified children, not winged ani^els ; many 
bear palms : they ore exquisite for infantine beamy. 
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and I hare aometimei ihooght lliftt Rnbeni mast have 
iutoDcltsd them for tba *cnk of (lie Innoocnu, and not 
tor aagvU ; l)ul I hare no authority fur tiiii sopposi- 
tioii, and aia oa\j uaf that luvh was tbe impressioa 
oonycycd lo my mind.* 



St. STEFnEK, Deacon and Pbotosa&tte. 



The biicf anil limple Bcconnt of Stephen, as given 
in tho sixth and eavuDtU i^liaplen ot tho M<» ol tha 
Apoalles, I presumo lo be fomiltar to tbe reader. Little 
hag heen 8dd«d hy the ikiicy or tbe vanprafiini of bia 
Totajica. He ia held in the hiji^beat iionor as the first 
who ahvd liiit blood in teatimoiiy to Cliriat, aod do- 
Kribed as a man full of faith aud power and of the 
Holy GhOHt. HttTing been chosSD deacon daring tha 
&FHt nuoidtry of Peter, and before the eouveraion of 
Paul, and after paifomiing ■' great wondere and mlra- 
elos among the people," he won, upon t!ic evidence of 
Use iritaeHsef, accused of speaking blaspheiaoas wordi 
against the Temple and agaioat the Jewish law, — that 
temple which is now deslroyed, that law which has beun 
•opBTBDdod hy a diviner, a more anivcrsal law a( 
" peace an earth, and good-will towards men " : wheie- 
npon he was condemoed to death, and slaned by tbe in- 
fariatod people onlsido tbe gates of tlie city. 

So for the Scripture record. The legend, whieh ac- 
oonntd for the discovery of hie relics, and thoir present 
mtii^-plaee in tbe Basilica of San Loieiuo at Kama, 
is thus giran ; — 

" No one knew what had become of the body of the 
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aunt till abont four liutuinHl years allenrftnla ; when 
Liician, a priest of CaraagomBla in PaleBrino, was vi«- 
iled >a n dream by GamaJicl, tl^o doctor of tlie law at 
wlioH f«a PaqI was brought Hp ia all tho learning of 
the Jews ; and Gamaliel revealed (a liiiu that after the 
deatb of Slephaa be had csnied away tbe body of the 
martyreil saiot. aad hud buried it in hiii oim icpulchrs, 
and luui also depoaited near lo it the body of Nifodo- 
mils and other sainta ; and thia dream liaring l)cen re- 
pented three tiinBB, Ludaa went with ochna dcpnled by 
the liiahop, aod dug with miLtloclu and spudes in tha 
8pol vrhicli had bMn iadieatcd, — a ESpulchru in a ^r- 
deu, Hid found vhot they euppoeed lo be the reniwna 
of St. Slepben, thctr pEcolLar aaQCtity beiii); proved liy 
many miracleii. Those relics were flret depoHilud \o Je- 
raaalom, in the I'horrh of Sion, and afterwards by (ha 
yoinger Theodosiua carried to Constantinoplo, and 
thanoo t^ Pope Pulogina coareyed lo JKome, and placed 
in the aame lomb with St. Laurence. It is related thai 
wbeu lliey opened ijia aarcophagua ajul k)iv«riid into it 
the body of St. Stephen, Sl Laurence moved on oua 

aide, giving the ploco of honor on tbe right hand to St. 
Stephen : henco the common people of Rome have 
conferred on Si. Idunmoe (be titlo of ' II cortcao 
Spagooolo,' — 'The conrteoua Spaniard.'"* 

In devotional pictuiea, the fignre of St. Stephen, 
Tvhiuh ia of «>nBiaol rerurreace, Eoldom variea in char- 
acter, though it does ao in the choice and arrangement 
of the attributtM. Uo ia generally represented young, 
of a mild and beautifol aspect, habiied in the rich dreaa 
ofa deacon, tha Dalmatjca being generally of rrimson, 
Dorarsd with embroidery ; it ia aqnare and stnught at 
the bottom, with looee aleeres aod Eieavy gold lasaeli 
hanging down from the ahouldera before and behind. 
He bean the palm, almOEt inrnriabiy aa prolomartyr. 
The atones, which are his peculiar attribute, are cither 
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in ]iia hand or in his ilraperr, or on Iii^ head and 
■houldan, or lying ac his ieax ; or unnciimea on lUe 
Scriplurvs, whii'li ho holda in his linnd, showing the 
manner of doslli be enSi^roil for the Gospel, and in al- 
lusion klao to bis preacliing beforD his death. In sach 
fignroi, when imjHTfoctly exocnted, it is noccBsary to 
ditttingBish lira throe bolls of fit. Nirholas (rom the 
etonea of St Stephen. When the stones are intro- 
doeed, and are palpnbly and indnhirabtj Blonis, then it 
ia impossible to misiako Stephen for any other saiiit : 
but tliej' arc often omitted ; it then becomes difficult to 
distioguish St. Stephen from St. Vincent, who also 
bears the palm and cbs deacon's habit. In (he Scrip- 
tpro Btory there is no alluaioo to tho »go of Siopben at 
the time hu saflarcd ; bat in Italian Art he iq always 
joung and bcurdieea, perhaps in al]Q§ion to the desfrip- 
tion of his appearance when accused : " Thej saw hia 
fate as it bad been tite &M of an angel," which rf 
coarse conid not well a[)ply to au old or bearded man ; 
and be baa always a moek expntssioo, being not onlj 
protomarlyr, bat also coiiBi-iIered as tbe type, next to 
Christ, of ibrgiveniMS bf injarie»: "Lord, lay not ihiti 

rin to their charge I " 

This is tbe eonception in Italian and German Art, 
bat in Spanish Art 1 have seen St. Stephen bearded, 
and with tlic lineaments of a man of tliirtjr. 

I will give a (bw examples in which St. Stephen 
fignres as protomartyr or os deacon: — 

I. Mosaic* As deacon, he stands with St. Laa- 
rencc; each holds a conscr (turibolo), anciently tho 
ofBce of the deacon. t 

B. He stands holding his palm in one band, in the 
other a book ; sioncs upon his bead and upon hia shoul- 
ders : as in a pielure bj Caipaccio-t 

1 But not In the thnc oTBl^phBiii Uio uae oT Inooiuu LDOhurclL« 
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S. In ft beaatiful fresco hj Broaasoroi, he presents 
tlie nunyred lunoceats ta Christ. Tho children go 
befbre ium, beanng palms in iheir little hands. He, 
Willi a. pacerual air, scema to rocomoiGnd them lo 
Christ, who is in a glory aJxive," 

4- Francia. St. Sloplicn ee mortyr, liia pnlra in one 
hatid, ia die other a book, on which are tiiree Etones 
Rtwned with hlood. 

5. He stands holding a banner, on which is a tvhilo 
lamb nnd a red cross ; stones on his head : in nn anonj- 
mous Siena picturo.t This is Clio only imilanco in 
whiuh I have seen St. Stefihen holdini; a banner. The 
painters or the Siena scliool indutgral in various ca- 
prices and peculiarities, often highly poetical; but tliey 
most nevar bo regarded aa authorities, except in their 

6. St Stephen stands on a throne as patron, holding 
his paJm and book ; two angels from above crown him : 
on each side St. AuguBtine and St. I4icholaa, in a very 
fine picture by Colisiai Pi&Eza.{ 

7. He 80uid» with other sainti, dietiognished by his 
palm, his deacon's dress, and his wonndcd and bleeding 
head. (Tho wounds on hia head distinguish him fo>m 
St. Laurcnt'e and St. Vincenl.) 

8. Albert Diirer. St. Stephen standing with his 
palm in one hand, with the other holds up the skirt 
of his deacon's robe, in which are seem Eovcral atones 
stained with hlood. 

The martyrdom of St. Stephen (which led Che way 
lo to many other martyrdoms in the same righteous and 
■acred cajise, and is tlie first event of any essential im- 
portance afier the disciples were left to hght the battle 
of their Lord on cartJi) has been oHen represented; and 
is so easily rceogntzcd, that I shall not dwell upon ic 
ftutber than to mention a few striking examples. Of 
toorsB the mtlif does not yorj ■ we Lave tho infuriated 
• Venmi : in S. Eiid^mig. i norenoe Oil. 
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ivowd. the mild nnre«ining viecini, and Saul, looking 
on and "cuas^dng to liis death": l)Dt, from tha □um- 
ber of flgurEB, [he amngotneat aad itia sondaieat ara 
capable of great variety, 

1. The earliest example 1 have ever geon ia an old 
Greek pit^tnra. SL Stephen ig koecUng ; around him 
are seen rude repreEeniations of walla and gaXtv, eight 
figures ihrovring Binncs, and the Almightj hand, bold- 
ing the martyr's trown, is ovsr his head,' 

£. Raphael hag treated ihe enhjuct diuBirall}'. The 
fignre of Stephen kneeling, with oulBlFetched armB, aa 
if he aSered himself as victim, ia very line. The other 
flgores look more like KomHtu tiiau Jews ; ganl, in the 
dress of a Roman warrior, is eeated under a iree.t In 
■he Martyrdom of St. Stuphen at tienoa, painted by 
Giolio Romaao (i( is said from a cartoon by Raphael), 
the composition seemed to mo confused, and the pictaro 
when at Paris waa sliamefully re|>ijn[ed, 

3. Cigoli, A eompositionof eight fignrca. Stephen, 
struck down by a stone, falls backward. The fcrociiy 
of the eKOcntiniteri ia painfully prominent ; one of llieni 
ticks him. The Trinity ia seen in a glory above, and 
on angel descends with a crown and palm. The pic- 
ture is admirable for vigor and fat pathos; but It is 
more like a marder than » martyrdom.] 

4. The martyrdom of St, Stephen, in a fine engraV' 
jng,§ A little child is bringii^ atones i» its vest Co 
help the executioners. This has always appeared to 
me a fanlt both of taste and feeling ; tlic introduction 
uf a ehild thus employed adds a toueh of horror, but 
is surely unchristUm in spirit, and uawvrujled by (ha 
text. The iocideuc, however, occurs so frequently in 
pietatea, that it may possibly be founded on somo le- 
gend of St. SteplicQ unknown (o me. 

6, Domctiichino. In our Kationa! Gnllery, a pie- 
tare in which the anhjoci is very dramatically treated. 

* Bug, In D'Agincourl. pi. SI. I VUiiiaa. 

% FlrtRBUOal, 

% By C.Cott (16161 utter MiirceIliiVfnB.li, 
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a. Annitwl Cnracd bM trwitod the tuoe bhIiJcoi 
M*«m1 [itnm with gnat furco of uKpnsBion. Tliuro it 
R boaBlifal sketch in the Sutherland Gullcr}'. 

7. Lelmta. St. Sleplien, Ij'iug on the ground, hit 
bcQ inrDad towards heavco with an expreuion of milt), 
troBting fiulh, hu just received hiii doatb-blovr ; tho 
eicecationcra sttuid, as il were, in Buspenso, looking 
on. This i>, beyond all comparison, the finest pivtore 
which Lcbrua av«r pointed ; the pathos and tnith of 
the Bcntiineiit, and the aJMence of everything forced 
or liieiUricaJ, are «o unliko the nsual chunicier of 
hii woi^, tliat I could not at first bolicve it to b» 
Ms* 

S. Le Saeur. St. Stephen, tying dcail ou llie ground, 
ia bowailod by the diaciplea and tbo women, who pre- 
pare to cany liiai to the tomb. (Acta viii. 3.) 

The life of St. Stephen, in a sncccstion uf subjecta, 
H frequent in the ancient atainad glass, and haa been 
treated in mural fresooa and aa a gerit's of pii^iuvs. 
Some examplea are famoiu in the hiuory of Art, and 
in all the instuDces X caa remember the incidents rep- 
naenled arc ttio same. 

I. Fra Angelica, when Bammonod to Rome by 
HichoUt V. in 1447, painted the history of St, Ste- 
phen and St. Laurence on the w&lls uf a chapel in tira 
Vatican, now called ■■ hi Cappella di NiccoUi V.," and 
Mlnettniei "laCappellfl, di Son Lonsnio." The sr«neB 
frum the UA) of St. Slcphc^i are arranged in tlie fulluff- 

1. St. Stephen il inreited with the office of deacon. 
It [■ DM laid in the Acts that ho was appointed by St. 
I'eler, but it i; lo represented by Ai^gelieo ; kneeliag, 
b» receivei from St. Peter the savntmental cup. In ilio 
aorly Churdi it was the offlce of the deacon to lake 
idiarge of the cap and of ail things pertaining to tit* 
■Itaf. Tho ux other deacons are in the background. 
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S. St. Stephen minUtan to the poor: for tbis pnrpose 
he was appoinled dencaa. Three of the SgDrca repre- 
•eot widows, in alliuion to the text (Actti vi. I). 3. 
St. Stepb«n preaches to the people, lie ie stuiding on 
a step; his audience, coDaisting chiefl}' of womea and 
chiLdren, are seated Lefbi-e hiin. Several men, evi- 
dentl J u neon verted, stand in the backgrvand: "But 
titey were tiut ablo to nuist the wisdom and the epirit 
by whieh lie spake ; then the; snboroed false witnesses, 
and brought him to tlie eoancil." (Acts vi. 10.) 4- 
" Tlien said the liigh-priest. Are these things so ? " 
Stephen stands in front, the high-priest has just put 
the interrogation, and Stephen, with Lis hand raised, is 
about to T^ly: "McDi brethren, and bthers. hearken I" 
(Acts vii. 3.) Several old men stand rouod with ma- 
licious faces ; one of these, evidently his accuser, has the 
dresa and shaven crown of a monk. 5. Stephen is 
dragged forth to martyrdom. The scene repreaents 
tJie walla of the eiiy, and they are baling him ihtongh 
the gate. " Tliey cried out witli a loud voice, and 
stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one ac- 
cord." (Acts vii. S7.) e. The Martyrdom of Stephen. 
He is kneeling, with clasped hands; Saul, who is not 
bere a young man, but with the bald head and pointed 
beard, which is the characteristic type, stands to the 
left, calmly looking on. The last composition is inef- 
fective, and inferior to all the others. 

Angelieo has represented Stephen as a young man, 
beardless, and with a most mild and candid expresgion. 
His dress is the deacon's habit, of a vivid blue. 

n. The set of pidureB by Carpnccio, which once 
existed entire in Venice, is now distribated throngh 
several galleries. ' 

1. St. Stephen consecrated deacon by St. Peter, with 

six others; they are all kneeling before him: in the 

background, sea and mountains." 2. The preaching 

ef Stephen. He stands upon a pcdtetal or pulpit, in 

• Berlin OaL 
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the court of the Temple, in an attitude of detnonstm- 
ticn. Tha multitude around bim ; many in slmnge 
dresses from diftereat parts of the world.* 3, St. Sle- 
pluni disputing with tlie doctors.! i. The iost picture 
of tlie series, the Manjrdom, I Imvo not met with, 

Carpaccio also tuu represented Stephen oa ;oung and 
of a bcitutiful countenance; hswear^ the deacon's habit, 
which is red. cnibroidcred wtth gold. 

m. Much finer than either of thoss ia the series by 
Joan Juanea. It consists of tlie usual subjecis, but the 
treatineat is very peculiar, and stamped by the cbaisc- 
ler of the Spanish school. Tho figures are life-size.t 

1. The scries commences with his conaccratioa as 
deacoti. S. Then fbllowa the dispute in the synagogue. 
Them am ten fignrcB of doutors, " Cjreniana, Alcsan- 
drians, aad those of Cllicia and Asia " ; the heads es- 
tremel; fine and varied. Stephen stands with one 
band extended as demonstrating ; in tlie other he holda 
the Scriplares of the Old Testament, out of which lie 
coafnied his opponents. 3. Stephen accused. The 
doctors stop their etas ; ho paints thningh &n open n>in- 
dow, where Christ is seen in glory, — " Behold I I see 
the hoavons oponod, and the Son of Man standing on 
the right hand of Gad!" The liigh-priust is on a 
throne, and the architecture end all the accessaries are 
magnificent. 4. Stephen is dragged forth to martyr- 
dom. The executioners have their mouths open with 
a dog-like grin of malice ; one nuses his hand to strike 
the saint ; " Saol walks by his side, with the digniGed 
resolute air of a pcrsDcntor li^om conviction, who is dis- 
charging aaolemn duty, and is well conlraaicd with the 
vulgar eruelty of tlie mob. Studies for such scenes 
must have been common in Sptun ; many a Dominicaa 
inquisitor might have sac for Saul."g G. St. Stephen 
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!■ iMnvd in tlie tirt ot prayer : " Lord, lay not this lin 
to their cliarge." A. He ii liuried by the dtsciplei, be- 
ing IrM in the tomh in his ilewon'a draM, M*ny are 
weeping, and the whola romptxiiian is axtntmelf fine 
aBd solemn. 

In tliia aeriea Stephan b rapreeanfed us a man ahont 
thirty, with a ahon black beard and the Spanish physi- 
ognomy; Iiia dcaiun'* haHt is lilue (na in the series 
by Angettpo) ; which is remarkahlv, because tills ralor 
)e DOW atrer Baud in sacred teatiaenn, 

St. Ste|>hon and St. Idureniw, both deacona, both 
numyra, both young, and having the snnio eharacier 
of nild devotion, ore (roquently represeulcd in u>in- 
ponloiisblp. 
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It is singular llint of tlila young and renowned mar- 
tyr, honorwi at Rome next 10 8t. Petor nnd St. Paul, 
•o lictte siiould be known, nod it ia no Itsa aingulir that 
there has been no attempt to fill np the lack of material 
by invention. Of bis exiatcnns, and the main circum- 
stances of his martyrdom, as haodcd down by tradition, 
there can be Utile doabt. The place of his tdrth, iba 
period at which be lived, and the evenn of his lifb, have 
all been matters of diapnto, and have been left uncer- 
tain 1)y the beat writers. His legend ia ihns rehited io 
the Firm Sanrlonnn ; — 

"About the time whert Valerian wna a prisoner to 
Sopor, Icing of Persia, and his son Gallienus reigned 
in the Kaat, lived Sixina II., bishop of Itome, the 
twenty-fourth In sncveeaion tixim St. Peter; and he 
had for hia deacon a yonng and pious pritat named 
Laurence, who wbb a Spaniard, a native of Osca, or 
Huesca, io the kingdom of Anigon — (in which city 
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the flitlier snd mother of St. Lturanra are honored u 
WlinM, under the names of Oraniiug and PatieDsia). 
Being VHrf jouDg on liii arrii'al in liome. he iralked 
■o meekly and so blameleEalf buroro God, that Sixtus 
r'Mse him tur his arehdeaeon, uid gave into his core 
the treaiuros of the Chnrch, as thcj wo™ thon alyled j 
whivh trcnsurea (>ODaiaced in a little money, some res- 
■els of gold »Qd silver, «nd mpc9 of rich omhroidcry for 
the wrvioe of the altar, whiuli had tieen presented la 
the church by certain great and devont pcreona, Julia 
Mammca, mother of the Emperor Alexander Sevenis ; 
Flavia Domililla; the Emperor Philip, and othora. 
And Sixtaa, being denounnid to the prefei't of Rome 
OS a Chrisliaii, wai led away to prison, and soon after 
■cnteDceil to death ; which when Lnarence tba Deacon 
ttm, ho was in great ofSielion, and ho clung to hia 
friend ami paator, laying, ■ Whither gosat thou, my 
la«her, without thy eon and servant ? am I fonnd no- 
worthy to accompany thee lo death, and to pour out 
tny blood with thine in teatimoDy to the truth of 
Christ? St. Peter saffured Siqihen, his dmtxm, to die 
before him : will thon not aUo suffer me to prepare thy 
wayl' All thia he said, and much marc, ihedding 
many teats; hut tho holy man teplied. ■! do not leave 
thco, my sun ; in three days thou aluilt follow ailer me, 
and thy battle shall be harder than mine; for 1 am old 
and weak, and my coorsa ahnll Boon be finished ; hut 
thon, who art young and strong and bravo, thy tor- 
ments will be longer and more tevcre, and thy triumph 
the greater : llierefore, grieve not, for Laurence ths 
Levlle shall follow Sixtns Che priest.' Thus he com- 
fortcd the young man, and moreover comraandsd him 
to take bII the possesiions of the church and diitribnte 
Ihem to the poor, tliat they might in no case iail into 
the hands of the tyrant. And after this Sixtus was put 
to death. Then Lanrcnca took the money and trcos- 
•a of the church, and walked through all tlic ciiy of 



Borne, seeking 



t the poor and tlie sick, the naked 



d the hungry ; and ho arrived by night at a house oi 
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the Ccltan Ilill where dw«1t a devout ChrtBtmo widow 
wlioHe name was Cyriaca, who kept many fii|pti»e 
ChriMikiu CDQCcalcd in lier liouse, and nilniBtcrod [o 
ibera Vfith onccnaiiig cliarily. And whtn Laurence 
cune there he found tier a ick, and healed her bj laying 
his hands upon her. Then he n-asliod Iha Rwt of the 
Christians wlio were in the house, and gave them 
nlmn : and in this manner ho went from one dwelling 
V) another, consoling the perseoated, and dispensing 
alms and pcrfumiiiig workg of diarilj and humility. 
Thus liQ prepared lilmself for his impending martyr- 

" The satellites of the tyrant, hearing that the treas- 
ures of Uie church had heen confided lo Laurence, car- 
ried him before the tribunal, and lie was questioned, 
but replied not one word; thercfom ho was put into a 
dongeon, under the cliurge of a man named Hippoly- 
tna, whom it-iih his whole ramily he coDvertBil lo the 
Mth of Chrijt, and baptized ; and wfwn he was called 
again before tlie prefect, and risquircd 10 say where the 
treaanrea were concealed, he answered that in three days 
he would show them. Tfao thin! day lieing come, St. 
Lanreaoe gathered logelhcr the sirlt and tlie poor to 
whom he hod dispcniicd alms, and placing them before 
the prefect, said, ' Behold, here are the treasures of 
Christ's Church.' Upon this the prefect, thinking be 
was mocked, fell into a great rage, and ordered St. Lau- 
rence to be tortured till ho hnd made Imown where the 
treasures were concealed ; liut no suRering could subdlM 
the patience and constancy of the holy martyr. Then 
the prefect commanded that hn should bo carried by 
night to the baths of Olympias, near the villa of SatlusC 
the historian, and that B new kind of lorturc should be 
prepared for him, more strange and cruel than hud ever 
cnterL-d into the heart of a tyrant to concciie; for he 
ordEred him to be etratchcd on a sort of bed, formed 
of iron bars in the manner of a gridiron, and a fiie to 
bo lighted beneath, whicb shoald gradually consume 
his body to ashes: and the e: 
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WETO eommamiccl, kindling tho flro, and ndding coala 
from time to time, m lliat llie victim was in a mnnncr 
roasted bUtb; and IbosB wlo waro present looked on 
with horror, and wonitered at ibc cruellj of tlie prefect, 
who coald condemn to Goch lomiBnia a youth of each 
fair peraoQ and «>urteoiiii and gentle beoring, and all 
for the litst of gold. 

" And in thB midst of hri torments, LaniBnce, to tri- 
umph farther over ths cruelt/ of the tfiant, said to 
]iim, 'Secet thoa not, llioa foolibh tnnn, that I am 
alrottdy rousted on one side, and thai, if liiou wouldat 
liave me well coohed, it is time to turn me on ths 
other?' And the tyrant and eieoutiouera ii-cre con- 
fouuded by his conatanry. Then St. Laurence liHed 
up hii cyOB (0 heaven, and said, 'I thanic thee, mj 
God and Saviour, that I hare been Junnd worthy to 
enter into thy beatJtnde I ' and with these words his 
pore and iaviaeihle spirit fled to lieavcn. 

"The prefect and his eJcecntioncrH seeing that the 
saint was dead, went their ivay in great wonder and cod- 
EternaCion, learing his body on tim gridiroa : and in the 
morning came Uippolytua atid took it away, and buried 
it reverently in a secret place, in the Via Tiliurtioa. 
When this was knowa to the prefect, h<j seized Hippo- 
lytos, and commanded him to bo tied to the loi! of a 
wild horse; and ihos he poriahed. But God suffered 
not that this wicked and cruel prefect sliould escape cha 
poniihmcnt of his crimes ; for, some time iiflcrwnrdi, a( 
lie sat in the amphitheatre of Vespasiaii, and presided 
over the pablic gamca, all of a sndden miserable pangs 
came over him, and he cried out upon St. Laurence 
and Hippolytua, and gave up tho ghost I 

" But to St. Laurence vraa given a crown of glory in 
heaven, and upon earth eternal and universal praise and 
fame j for tbere is scarcely ■ city or town in all Chris- 
tendom which docs not contain a charch and altar dedi- 
cated to his honor. The first of these was bnilt by 
Constantino outside the gates of Borne, on the spot 
whera he was buried; and another was built on the 
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nrnimit of the Fincian Rill, where he wa 

and besides these, there are at Rome four oilien ; nnd 

in Spain, the EBcnriaJ ; hhiI in Genoa, Iha CathcdnU." • 

flgnres of St. LanrencB in doTorional picinrw occnr 
perpeniall}'. He, as well u St. Stephen, neare the 
ilenoon's drosa, and has the palm ai martyr; and where 
be beara lils Ikmi liar attribute, the gridiron (lagrnlkiJa), 
be is not to bo miBtaken ; but there are instances in 
which the gridiron is omitted, and he carries a dish fall 
of gold and silver money In his hand, — the treasures 
of the cliureh eunflded to hia keeping ; or he swings a 
cenBcr \ or carries a rross, for it was the [o^vince of 
the deacon to cany the cross in prowsBiona and other 
religious ceremonies. Th« deacon's dress has been de- 
scribed ; in pictures of St. Laurenro, who was the flist 
archdeacon, the drees is nsualiy spioudid ; !□ some [hc- 
lures he wears a taoic roTCred with flames of fire, in 
allusion to hia martyrdom. He is represented younger 
than Stephen, and with a look of calm swrnncse almost 
angeiie. The gridiron varies in tbrm: it is sontetimes 
B parallelogram , formed of tratiBverse bars, on which he 
leans or sets his foot in triamph : sometimes It has the 
fbnn of the common kitchen utensil; it is riien no 
longer the attribnto, bat a mero emblem of the death 
he aniicred. Sometimes a little gridiron is suspended 
loaiid his neck, or he holds it in his band, or it ia em- 
broidered on his robe.t 

1. In a p)Clare by Pintnricchio at Spcllo, St. X-an- 
renco atands with St. Francia by the throne of a beauti- 
ful Madonna; lie leans on his ip'niieala, and, with a 
tral; poetical snticipaliod. has hia martyrdom em- 
broidered on Ilia deacon's robe. 

* la Enttknd about twn bondred Hid Bftj ehorohss V* ded<- 
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Ooe of tbo moBt bPantiTal dBTOliimal figures of St 
IdinicncG I have ever teen ia by Ghirlaudajo 
Eenls him looking np with an oxprcssion i 
faith : (lis deat-on's tunki ia of criiDEO 
maotle ia lich fblda : * it r»rms one wi 

Tho enhjBcts from his life sro few ; the mo>t freqi 
U, of (vurae, liis famous and friglilful mBrtjrdom, — a 
theme difficult to be tnnted bo as to teodcr It txairable : 
WD have it ia ereij varictj- of ity\e, — snblime. horii- 
ble, i^tcsqne ; but it ia so poi'iilinr that it van iiurer be 
muitaken, and admits of little variatiou in tlio scnli- 
meal. The moment chosen is uot, however, hUvotb 
the aaoie ; sometimes he i» addresHng to the prefect 
the famous ironical speech, which is but loo near lo tlie 
bnrlocquc ; t somctimea ho is looking up to tlie opening 
heavens, whetit-e ttie angel floalB downwards with tiiB 
palm and crowa ; executioners are blowing the lire, and 
briagiDg fuel to feed it. The lime, which was night, 
the eflecl of the lurid fire, the undrapcd beautiful form 
tt till) yottng Baitlt, wbtMe sttilDdci, io tpM of the cruel 
manner of his agony, is susceptible of much grace ; 
the crowd of Bpcctalors, with oTcrj Tariety of eKproS- 
sioa; — aU tlicse picturesqite cireumataDceii have been 
Hdmiraiil/ employed by Tilian in one of llio most fa- 
mous of ills compositions, lliot wliicli he painted for 
Philip n., lo be piacoil ia tlte Escarial, which was ded- 
icated to St. LHurence.l 

The " Martyrdom of St. Laacence," by Bnrcio Baij- 
dinclli the scnlptor, la amuigoil as a ncenii: bwi-reliuf, 
and is well known lo artists as a study ibr ottimdo and 
!brm, ami lo colleclora for the beauty of the engraving 
by Marc Antonio. 

" St. laurcnce preparing for his mar^n^offl " : he 
■tands with his hands bouud, in a loose wliite tunic. 
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A Mries of mbjecu fiDm the lifo of St. Lknrence ia 
freqaenl in the stained gl&Ei of iho ihirteenth aiicl Ibur- 
leench cenCarii^a ; — ihcra ie a fine example in the Ca- 
the<lrii1 at CliartreB. 

The BGiies of lh>«cos by Angclico in the ohapel of 
Nicholns V has thnt delii-jwy of eeniiment which chw- 
•ctcriica the paiuter. I. He ia ordniaed deacon bj 
Pope Sixtus, who, eeated on a throne, givei to his 
keeping the vonsecraleii cup. 2. He meives from 8ix- 
tDB Che treasures of the church. .1. He distributes 
Ihem to tlio poor Ctmstians.t 4. He stands hound 
before the prefect Derius. Sconrges and iuEtrunieatB 
of torture are lying od the grouad. 5. He lies Btretcbed 
on the gridiron. 

In iheBcrioH ofoldfreseoaanderthe portico of the Ba- 
■iliea of San Lorenzo, the evciits of liia life are moat 
elBborHtclj and minntely expreei^Gd : the series cnngiBts 
of the folloning Bubjeels ^ ihej' arc on the right band 

\y unintelligible : — 

1. Nearly effaced ; it probably represented his invoa- 
titore as deacon. S, St. Laurence n-uBhca the feet of 
the poor Chria^ans. 3. Ho healB Cyriaca. i. He dia- 
IributeB alms. Ci. He meets St. SixtuH led lo death, 
■ud receives his bicssitig. 6. lie is broui-ht before the 
prefect. 7. He reatorea aight to Lncillns. 8. He is 
■conrged with thongs loaded with lead. 9. He bap- 
tiraa Hippoljtns. 10. (Elftoed.) 11. He refuses to de- 
liver tho ireosures of tlio charch. 12. (Eflaced.) 13, 
14, 15. His body wrapt in a abroad, carried away, and 
buried by Hippolytns. 
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FODb of (lie Fompartmcnta on the right hnud, nad 
now wilh difficult; made out, raprescnl (lie contention 
between the Devil and llie atigel for the soul of the Em- 
peror Henry II., honj ropreaented because St. LniireuL-a 
plays a conapicuoiu part in it. Tbia wild legend is na 
Kinasing inaCanco of the stories or parahlea Invcnccil by 
tlie ehucchiaen of the tima, and their obvious pur- 

•' One nighl a certain hermit sot meditating' in bis 
■olilarj hut, and )io heard a sound tut of a liust of vvilil 
men nuhinj; and trampling by ; and bo opened bii 
window and callod out, and demacidcd wlio it wiia lliaC 
tbus disturbed the quiet of bis solituito ; and a voice 
answecHl, ' Wo are demona ; Hem-y the Emperor ia 
about to die in this momenC, and we go to seize hia 
soul.' Then the hermit called out again, < t conjure 
thee, that, on thy return, thou appear before me, and 
tell me the result.' The demon promised, and went on. 
hii way ; and in the same night thn same ghastly suuncis 
were again heard, and one knocked at the window, and 
the hermit haa(eniMl to open it, and behold i( wo^ t))0 
same demon whom he had spoken to before. ' Now,' 
said tlie hermit, ■ bow has it fared with tboo ! ' ■ III I 
10 doaperation 1 ' answered the liond in a fury. ' Wo 
camo at the tight moment ; the cmpenr had just ex- 
pired, ami we hastened to prefer our clum I when, lo 1 
his good angol camo to save bim. Wo disputed long, 
and at laal tite Angel of Judgment (St. Michael) laid 
his good and evil deeds in the acalea, and, bebold I onr 
scale deaceoded and touched the earth ; — the victory 
was ours I when, all at once, yonder roasted fellow ' 
(fbr ID he blasphemonaly styled the blessed St. Laur- 
ence) ' appeared on hia aide, and flung a great golden 
pot' (so die reprobate styled the holy cap} ' into tlio 
other scale, and ours dew up, aod we were forced to 
make off \a a hurry ; bnt at least I was avenged on 
the golden pot, for I broke off the handle, and hero it 
is ' : aod kaviog said these words, the whole company 
of deiooDB vanished. Then ths hermit rose ap in tha 
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morning, hartenwl to the ritj, and found the emperor 
dead ; and the golilen rap which he had pionslj prrscDt- 
Cd to thechnrrh or St. lAOrenoe naa found with (U1I7 one 
handle, ihe other having ditwppeared tliM ttame ni^lit." 

The old fnucos gite na this strange bat BigniSranl 
Morj at full len^h. In the first conipartinent a her- 
mit ia looking oat of a window, and there aiC soma 
fragmcnlnrj poniona of llic devilH jaal visible ; the sec- 
ond rcpreBenu the deaih-liad of Iho enipcror. nt the (bol 
of it appear the demons : in the next, the au^ and iha 
flemons are contending ; the sonl of iho empcrnrclnspi 
Ae knees of the angel aa if tor refu^ ; in ihc tburth 
appears St. X«nreaFe to the rescue, one of the ficndf 
has bllen on hiH knees before hitn. The whole aeriea 
in a hnrbaroos stjile, and in a most mined state.* 

I met with thij legend sgnin in the ^moni Smsd 
Chapel in the S. Maria Novella st Florence. Tha 
great (reams of the Last Judgment, bo ofti^n pointed 
oat as worthj of espetial attention, generally engroii 
tlie mind of the epcctator to the cxclDsion of minor ob- 
jeclB ; few, therefore, have examined the curious and 
beautifal old nltai^piew, elta hj Orcagna (a, n. 1349). 
It represents Christ giving the kejs to St. Peter, and 
attended hf St. John, St. Faal, St Thomas Aquinas, 
St. Catherine, St. Michael, St. Laurence. In the pce- 
della below are scenes from the lift of earh of the saint* 
represented nbove. For example, under the figure of 
81. Laurence we have the contention for the sou! of Ihe 
Emperor Henry, lo the cenira the emperor is seen 
expiring amid hia attendants : on one side, the flight 
of the demons tlirough the desert, tho hermit looking 
oat of his eavo : on the other, St. Michael holds the 
scales ; the merits of the- emperor are weigbed in the 
balance and found wanting; St. Laurence descends and 
places the vase in one scale ; the demons are in a rage, 
and one of them seems to threaten Si. Laurence. The 
whole conception very odd and grolEsqne, but the atoty 
' "O^i in engmnd in anntll litt in D'Aglocourt's " Hliulre ila 
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told wilh infinitelj more skXA and ejiirit (lian ia the 
nule old irescoB in tho cliurcli of S&n Lorenzo. 

Doublet, in liia hislorj of tha alibay of St. Denis, 
titcs n paaMge ia bh anuiEat clirunicle, wherein the de- 
moni lainent, " thU wishing to carr; awav the eooI of 
Charleniagno, thcj did not sucrood because of the op- 
{losilion of Michael, tlia archangel, and the weight of llie 
oflbriQgs made lo tha ChurDh, wtiicli, being ihron'n into 
llie acaJo of good works, weighed it down." Sui')i fab- 
rinuions were frequent in thosa dajs, and are very aug- 
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the name of the soldier who wa* 
stationed as guard over iho illuatrioua martyr St. Lau- 
rence, by whose invincible courage and affectioniite ox- 
hortalioDs he was so moved that tic became a CliriBlian 
with all his fumily. After the terrible death of St. Lau- 
ranoii,alwhicli he had been present, be, with some utiier 
Christians, carried away the body of the suint by night 
and buried it : all which fias been already rolatul ; and 
it remains only (o show how Ilippolytus honored the 
Uacbing of his master, and proved his faith. 

Being brought before the tribanal of Dccias, and oc- 
cusad of being a Christian, llippolylos ackoou'ledgcd 
himself as sucli, and declared that he was ready to die 
like St. Laurence rather than den; his Hcdccmcr. Do- 
lius Mat bis licton to the houso of Ilippolytus with or- 
ders la arrest all who were found tlivre ; and among 
oilmen was his aged nuraa, whoso name wus Concordia, 
and who, in conacqnenre of the boldness wilh which 
she replied to the demands of the judgi>, was con- 
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dcmnnl to be aMmrf^ until >hc died ; anil HippolTtni, 
looking on. ttuDkcd GcmI that b\s naru, fhiiii wboM 
boMln lie had fed, had died wonhilj for CfiHst's salui ; 
■mi having seen nineteen of his bmily behfaded, and 
•lill refusing to listen to tho tcniploiions of these Ticked 
po^nB, he wu tied to the tails of wild lion*es, aiul, in 
this rrnel sod tenibis nurtTrdoiD, periehed. 

By a rnrioiu mingling of the Pagan mylhnlog; anil 
CbriBtian traditions, IlippolytDs has ponaken of tho 
Bttribnlca of liia namcaako the kid of ThceeuB. and has 
been chosen as the patron sunt of horsu. Uis Dame 
in Greek signJtlca " om who is destroyed by horoes." 
His popularity in France is prolmbty owing to the 
tiaiiBlalion of hia relics ^m Rome to Ihe Abbey of St. 
Deois in the eighth centur; ; but in the legends of this 
saint there prevails a mora than usual degree of ob 
Ecuriiy aud nncettajnty. 

1. In tho old mosaic in the thnreh of San Lorenxo, 
Itome, St. Hippolytua in a warrior's dress stands be- 
hind Si. Lauren w- 

The anc^ient derotional pictnres of Hippolyttis often 
represent him as the jailer of St. Laarente, with a 
bDDc:h oF keys hang^g to his girdle. 

S. In a little picture in the Arademj at Florence ha 
is thna rcpresetiled, and aluo holds in his hand nn in- 
strument of torture sometliing like a ciuTycomh with 
iron iccth. 

3. The Martyrdom of St. Hippolytna was painled 
by Snhleyras. Tho picture, which ia one of bis moat 
bCButifiil, is in the Loavre ; • Hippolytna lies on the 
ground, his hands bound, his leet tied to the tails of 
two wild horses, which, starting, rearing, and with their 
manes blown by the wind, are wiih difficulty reaiminetl 
by a numlier of soldiers ; the bead of tho saint is re- 
markably tine as ho looks np to heaveo with an ex- 
pression of enthusiastic faith. 
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4. El Hudo painted for the EscnriiJ, irhich, it will 
be remcmberGd, was dedicated to St. LaDrenco, Hippo- 
lytiu uid Ilia rompanians burving (he body of Iho Saint 
by night. It is piBisad for the solumn and pathetic cf- 
fk't of the composition, and is in truth a beautiful snb- 

F>. In St. Salvator, Bnig^es, is the Martyrdom of 
Hippolyiua by Hnns Hcmling, 

I have seen the story of Uippolytns frequently in the 
Mained glass and Bcatptnre of the old French churcbos. 
In the modem church of Notre Dame dc Lurctle at 
at Paris the Btury of St. Hipiwlytns is painted in throe 
oompanmeiits. 1. He is baptized by 8l. Lauretiue. 
3. Uo bodes the body of the soiot. 3. He is tied to a 
wild hone. 
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Trib renowned saint and rnartyr of tbe early Chris- 
tian Church bus been most papular in Spain, Ibo scene 
of his legend, and in Prance, where he baa been an ob- 
ject of particoliu' Tsneralion Ironi tbe sixth century. 
It is ^nerally altovcd that the main circumstanos of 
tbe history of Vincent, deacon of Saragossn, of liia suf- 
ferings for the cause of Clirisc, and lila invincible cour- 
age, expressed by his name, pest on concurrent testi- 
taony of the hi)i;liest antiquity, nhich cannot be re- 
jected ; but it has boon ostraTOganily rmbroiderrd. I 
gire his le)^nd here, as accepted by the poeta and artists. 

" Hb was bom in Sacsgossa, in the kingdom of Ara- 
gon. Prudcntius. in his famoas hymn, congratulates 
this ci^ on having piodacod more mints and martyrs 
than any other city in Spain. During tlie persecution 

let Diodetion, [he crnk proconsul Douian, iuloinouii 
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in the anna)a of Spanish danyrdom, caused all th« 
CbliBlians of Sari^oiiBa, men, women, nod children, 
whom he collected toeether by b promiso of immnniiy 
to be iDKwarml, Among these went the virgin Hugn. 
da, and the eighteen. Christian cavolieis who attended 
her lo death. At this time lived St, Vincent : lie had 
been early instrueled in the Christian (aiih, and with 
all the ardor of youth devoted liimsclf lo tlie serFifB 
□r Christ. At the time of tlie ponernlion, being not 
more tlian twenty years of age, ho wm already s dea- 
con. The dangers and the sufferings of (he Christiana 
only excited his charily and his leal ; and afler having 
envonmged and stiBtaiaed many of his brethren in the 
torments inflicted upon them, he waa himeelf called (o re- 
ceive the crown of martyrdom. Being brought heibre 
the tribunal of Daclan, together with bis bishop, Vale- 
rius, they were accused of being ChrraljanB aud con- 
temners of the gods. Valerius, who was very old, 
imd hod an impediment in his sjiet^ch, answered to the 
accusation in h voice so low that he conld ecarcelj be 
heard. On this, St. Vincenf burst forth with Christiaii 
fen'or, — ' How is this, my father ] canst ihon not 
spcuk aloud, and defy this pagan dog 1 gpcak, thai 
all the world may liear ; or safier mo, who am only thy 
servant, to speak in thy stead 1 ' The bishop having 
given him leave to speoli, St. Vmcent stood forth, and 
proclaimed his faiih aloud, defying the tortnm with 
which they were threalened ; so that tlie Christians wlio 
vrere present were lifted up in heart and full of grati- 
tnde to God, and the wicked procoosnl was in the same 
degree filled with indignation. He ordered the old 
bishop to be baaished fiom the city ; but Vincent, who 
had defied him, he reserved as an examjile lo the rest, 
and was resolved to bend him to sabmission by tha 
most terrible and ingeniooa lorlnrea that cruelty ronld 
Invent, The yonug saint endured them nnfliuching. 
■ When his body was laeerated by iron forks, he only 
smiled on his tormentors : the panga they inHictod were 
to him delights ; thorns were his roiiea ; the fiamei ■ 
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refVcsliing batii ; dnslh inelf wtu but the entrance to 
life.'" Thej laid him, torn, bleeding, and half I'on. 
snmed by Arc, on the groand strewn with polglicrds, 
anil left him there; bat God sent down liis angtila xa 
Mimfbit bim : and when liia goardii looked into tlie 
doDgeoD the^ bebeld it filled with light and fragraat'e ; 
thej hoard the angels eiiiging aongs of triumph, and 
the anmnquerable martyr pouring rorlli hia EonI ia 
lijmn« of tlinnkigiviug : he even c&lled to his jnilera 
la onter and partake of the releatial delight and Boini;a 
which had been rouchBafed to him ; And tlicy, liuing 
unnnd. fell upon their knees and ackiiowlodgud tho 
tiue Giod. 

"Bnt Dacian, perlidions as he waa crnel, becan to 
consider what other means might remiuii to coiiquor 
hia BDconquGrahlo vitlim. Having tric'cl tortures in 
vun, bo determined to vcy icduclion. He ordered a 
bed of down to lie prepared, atrewn with rosea ; cora- 
nuHidud the sutlcrer to be laid upon it, and allowed hia 
ftiends and disciples to aj^imach bim : the.r, weeping, 
■Uni-hed hJH wonDds, and dipped their kercbicft in h\» 
flowing hlood, and kisued his hands and brow, and bc- 
loagbt him to live. Bat the martjr, who had held oat 
through such protracted lormeala, had no eoonor been 
laid npon the lied, than hix pnrs ipirit, di>dainir^ an it 
WCT« these treacheroits indulgences, fled to hcuvcn ; the 
uigela teceired him on iheii wings, and ho entered iuio 
hliM ineffable and eternal. 

" The proconaal, fnriooa that his victim had osmped 
him, ordered his body to be thrown out to tlie wild 
beasts: bnt behold the goodness of God I who gent ft 
ntven to guard bis aacred remaina ; and wheo a wolf of- 
proa(]hed lo dui-our thorn, tho raven obliged it 
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ox-hidc, u wu <Ione towardi parricide«, and to Haow 
it inlo the sea. Tbe«e impious satellites ihercforo took 
the IkkIj. aad, placing it in a iHirk, thoj rowed out br 
into the aca, and flung it, attached to a. millstone, over- 
board ; Iticj then rowed bock again to the shore ; but 
what was iheir ostonishmct, when, on landing, they 
found that the liody of St Vincent hart arrived beCire 
lliem, and wai lying on the sand ! The; weie to lei- 
rifled that they fled ; and there being none to lurj him, 
the WBvm of (lie eea, by the oommaud of Goil, pet- 
fbnned that pioua office, and hollowed a tomb Tor him 
in tlie Bands, when] ho Iny, protected tram nil indigoily, 
hidden from all human knowledge; nntil. after many 
jcara, the spot was miraculouslj revealed la certain 
ChriBtiaiis, who carried hia body to the dij of Valen- 
cia, and buried it there. 

" In the pighih centqry, when the Chrietiaos of 
Valenda were obliged to flue from the Moors, thej 
carried witli them the body of St. Vincenc The vessel 
in which they had embarked was driven by tlio winds 
through the straits of llcrciulcs, until tlioy arrived at h 
promoDtorj, where thoy landed and d^poeiied (he le- 
mains of the saint; and this promontory has since been 
called Cape St. Vinecnt. Hero the sacred relics wcra 
again guarded by tlio ravens or crows, and heucc a part 
of the cliff is called id MoniK de las Cufntn. About the 
year 1 U7, Alonio I. removed the relica lo Lisbon, — 
two of the crowa, one at the prow and one at the stern, 
piloting the sliip. Thua, after many wanderings, the 
blcaecd St. Vincent rested in the Cathedral of Lisbon ; 
and the trows which aeeompanied him having multi- 
plied greatly, rents were assigned lo the cimptcr for 
their support," 

The legend of this illnstriaas martyr ia one of the 
most ancient in the Church. The famous Latin hymn 
of Fnulentias (a. d. 403} recites all the details of hi4 
horrible martyrdom in a style which may pass in Latin, 
but would cctfainly bo iawlorahlo in English, St 
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Augustine and Si. Ambrose testiiy that, in their time, 
the fame of Si. Vincxnl the lamndile had pFtiecriiled 
wliercver tho name of Chriat woa known.* Ho bos 
boon hoDOicd since the fonnh century thrnDghoiit Chris- 
tendom, but marc partirularlj in Spain, wbrre, we ore 
told, '■ there is aoarcely a city in the whole Peninsala 
withoat a chnrch dedicated to him, in which he may be 
seen carved at painted " : and the same may be said of 
France, where be box been honored since tlie year 542. 
The chnroh, now " St. Germain dia Prfea " at Paris, 
was originally dedicated to St. Yincent in 559. The 
pretended translatioo of the relics to France, by meana 
of a thieving, lying monk, I pass over, t-ccauac it is 
discredited, and aaconnected with my pur[x)so in those 
Essays ,t 

In works of art it is not always easy to distinguish 
St. VincBnl from St. Stephen and Si. Laurence ; for he, 
too, is yonng and mild and beautiful ; be also wears the 
deacon's dress, and carries the palm : but bis peculiar 
attribute is a crow or a raven, sometimes perchvd. npon 
a millstone. Mr. Ford mentions an efii|;y of St. Vin- 
cent at Seville, in which the saint is paialcd with his 
"familiar rrow, holding a pitchfork in his mouth": 
"B rudder," he thinks, "would have been mora appro- 
priate." I imagine that the iron fork is here tlio in- 
ttmment of his martyrdom, and qnite appropriate. In 
the Italian pictarea St. Tineent has seldom any attri- 
bnhi but the palm, while St. Lsuronco and Sl Stephen 
are seldom withont their respective gridiron and stones. 
St. Vincent is frequently gronp<2d with St. Laurence; 
the Spanish le^nd makes them brothers, bat 1 find no 
autlionty for this rclationahip in the French and Ituliaa 
Marty rologics. 

The most beaalirul devotional figure of this martyr I 
• There BTO (nor ehorch™ In Eogluid dcdidaleil In hia honor. 
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hare arer nen ii & pictare by Fa]n», in lh« S. Maria 
del' Orto, ■> Venice, almoab, if not quite, equal lo bis 
femolu Si. Barbnra fnr color and exprecaion. St. 
Vinccol atnodi in Ihe centre on a kind of platform : bo 
ie hitbiled in tin deacon'* nibe, here of h deep, glowing 
red, rielilv eiabroidered ; he holds the jalm, and ha« so 
other wtriliutc ; tho fiu» is divinely iMantiful, — mild, 
reliDod, and elevated to ■ dcj^ve uDt^ommon in ibe 
Venetian griiooi. Four «aint» gland ninnd him ; St. 
Helen with her crocs, a DoininJoan (I ihink St. Vincent 
Ferrer), a pope, and a marlyr-aaint whom 1 cannot 
nama ; completely absorbod by admiration of the prrnci- 
piU ligun!, I did not consider tliem with Euflicient atten- 
tion. In a picture by Pollajnolo, also of extraordinary 
bcanty, he is yoang, bearing his palm, and liis crimson 
DalmaticB is embroidered with gold.* 

A fresco by Aurelio Luini, once in the chan^h of 8. 
Yinceniino at Milan, now ta the Brem, repnsenta the 
joutlifol saint pTDparing to undergo the torture which 
bo soared with surh morvcllons constancy. He is 
bound ii) a irce, and two eacrutioncra, with iron beolu 
in their bands, ecem about to teui; him, 

A series of subjects from his life, liequent in ibe 
stained glass and snnlpture of tho thirteenth and fbiu- 
lecnth centuries, consists of the following sceniss ; !, 
He iit broogbt before the pro«)nsal with the aged priest 
Valerius, who is attired ss a bishop, while Vincent 
wears tho deacon's dress. S. He is tortured in varloBs 
ways : ha is torn with iron hooka, hiid on a bed of red- 
hot iron, atnitchod upon the gronnd on potsherds. 3. 
Angels visit him in hia dnngoon. 4. He dies on iho 
bed of rosea. 5. Hia body lies exposed, guarded by a 
raven ; a wolf is also generally inlradDced. 6. Hia 
body, faslEUcd to a millstone, floats on the surface of 
the sea. In this manner hia story is represented on onu 
of tlic windows Bt Bourgcs, and on another at Chaitres; 
also In St. ViuEjeot'a at Kouon. 



ST. VITUS. ifij 

The Tory Bni-ient ftwcos in the portico of liis rhnrch 
■I ths '■ Tni Fonlane," aeai Bome, hare perished, at 
lout I could scarcely diacem tho rrauea of them, but 
they rosy be (bnntl in D'AgiQconn* In this chupch 
he i^ honored, in conjnnrtton with St AnaBUsiaa the 
Paniiin, « young saint who, ticing in Peisia at the timo 
the tnie crosi wi> carried thidier by Chosrocd, in G14, 
WW convonod by tho miraolca it pcrfiinnBd, or Tather 
occiuioncd, and was roanyred in coDeequcDcc. Hii 
obBCUTB legend I ha>B not tbnod, except in these do- 
faced old painting. He wrts first strBn;;teil, and then 
bolicadod; and his proper attriboto is the axo. 



Joiw ifi, i. D. ata. 

VtTVB or Vico was the son of a noblo Sicilian. His 
parents w*re heathens ; but hi* nurse, Crraceniia. and 
his foBter-hlher Modeslus, who were sei-retly ChriEtians, 
bronf^c liim np in ttic fhith, and caossd him to be bap- 
tized. Ac tn-clro years old. he openly professed himeelT 
a Chriiciaji, to the great iadigltaiion of his father, aad 
the cruel goTCTnor, Valerian, who attempted, liy the 
naiei terrors and tortnros, to suhdoo his toastancy. 
He was beaten, and sliut np in ■ dung^n ; but big 
father, looking through the keyhole, lieheid him dan- 
cing with sevun hcantifiil angela ; atid he was so amazed 
and dallied by ihi'ii celcstiut radiance, that be became 
blind in the same momeot, and only rocoicred hi« sight 
by die iatcrceBsioa of his sod. But his lieart beli« 
hardoned, he again penecutod Vilns, and treated Him 
cruelty; ihercfbre the youth fled with his nnrso and 
Modestns, and crossed the eea to Italy, in a little boatj 
an angel alcering at the belm. But, soon atiet their 
arrivat, they were accused before the BBlelliti» of the 

• HIii. it TArt pu ta Uimuiiwtu, pi. D6. 
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Emperor Dirwletiaii, plangod imo a caldran of boiling 
oil, and tlius rcunvod the crown of roart^rdom. Thii 
popuUr Kiint liBB been reverenced in flveiy pnrt of 
Cliristenduni fram lime immetnurial. In G«rmanir ha 
U one of Iho fourtEsn Niith-hdfera or patroQ-aaints, and 
as auch tigurea ot)en in tlic old German pirtares, as in 
a roraarkablo picture by Wohlgommh in iho Ba^ at 
Nuremberg, and anollier atill finer in the Moritz-SB- 
pell. He is the patron Baiot of dancers and actoia, and 
inyoked against that nervoua aflection commonly called 
"St. Vitus' Dance." Ho is roprosenled BS a beaolifnl 
boy holding; his palm : ha baa a cock in his hand, or 
near him, whence be is iovoked agiuost too mncb sleep, 
by those wbo find a difficnlly in earl; rising.* Other 
attribnCea are, — the lion, becanse in his mar^rdom he 
was exposed to lions ; a wolf, becausG his remains were 
watched byawolf, — a legeod common to msny saints; 
a caldron of baihng oil, the iostnunent of hia martyr- 

8l. Vitus ia found in the sacred pictnrea, principally 
at Venice and at Fragnc. The tine calhedrol at FmguQ 
is dedicated to him, and on his Bhrine there is a tcij 
good modem statue of him, standing, mild, bexutifiil, 
and young, with his cock beside him. 

The Martyrdom of St. Vitus, standing in a caldron 
■with fire underneath, and 8t. George and St. Wolf- 
gang, as Frolcetors of Bavaria, on each aide, by Baa- 
actti of Verona, I saw at Mnnirh. 



THE GREEK MARTYRS. 
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J SHALL gronp together hero thoao Greek 
i Martyrs who liavE been accepted nml particii- 
'f larly rcvcronc-cd by ihe Latin Clinrch, though 
a as subjecta of Art aud palrou soiulii tlioy liavo 



St. Thbpla, ViRGitc i 
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East, and in the early b^s of ChriBtianitr, thnt ic w 
coniidered the grcalcst praise that conld be given lo a 
wotnnii to compare her to St. Thecla. Some of tho 
socient fathera Bssaro ui that she hod studied prufan* 
UtemlBre and philo»:ipEiy, and wm fkmuus lor her elo 
queoce.* 

Her story is contained in a "work entitled " The Acta 
of Paul and Thecio," known nnd circulated in iho first 
century, but condemned as spurious by St. Jobn llio 
Evangelist. 

■' It is related, that when the apostle Paul arrived at 
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Kiiil ■ cvrtuii virgxa, nuned Thecia, ui at & wioiVav it 
licr hoiue, &OIII whence, hj the adrantage of a window 
in tlio home where PidI was, she listened to ' 
mona concerning God, concerning charity, concerning 
faith in Christ, and concerning praj'cr, anlil - 
feeding joy ahe was subdued to the doctrinea of the 

" Now ihis virgin Tliecla was betrothed lo a yonth 
named Tbsmyris, who lovad her lonch ; hot when Bbe 
would not be prcTaited upon to depart from the win- 
dow, lier mother gent to Thamyri», and complained 
to hita that her duughtci would not move from the 
window, nor eat, nor drink, so intent was she to hear 
the ducomseB of Paol. So Tbunyrii went wid Bpoli« 
to her, and »aid, ■ TIiccIb ! my lietrotlicd I why littnt 
thou in tliia melancholy posture 1 turn to Thamyrla, 
and blush I ' ller mother, Tlieoclea. uJso cliid her, but 
it WHB to no purpose. Then they wept exceedingly, — 
Thamyris that he had lost his betrothed, Theoclea that 
ihe hail lost her daughter, and iho maids Ihai Ihcyhad 
lost tlioir mistreaa : so theie was an universal mount- 
ing in the huuac: Bat all these things made no im- 
preaeion upon Tliecla, who did not even torn lierhesd; 
for sho rcgnrdcd only the diecoorse of Paul, and bia 
words, which tnadc iier iieart bum within her. 

" Then the young man complained to the governor, 
and the governor ordered Paul to \ie bonnd, and lo be 
put in prison till tie shouM be at leisure to hear him 
fully. But in the night, Thccla, taking oiT her ear- 
Hngs. gnvo thom to the turnkey of the prison, who 
opened the doors of the prison and let her in ; and 
when she had made a present of a silver looking-glasi 
to the jailor sho was allowed to onier the room where 
Paul was : and ahe sat down at hia feet, and heard 
from him the cteeX things of God. And when ahe be- 
held hia courage, and lisiencd to hia eloijnenee, «hs 
kissed hia chains in a tranaport of faith and adiniralion. 

•■ When the governor heard these thinge, ho ordered 
Paul lo bo scourged uul driven out of tha city, and 
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Thecia lo he bnmetl. Then the fonn^ men 
gathered wood and Biraw for the burning of Tlirjcla, 
whi) bi'in^ bronglit naked to Iho slake e:cloner] tcut 
from the goremor. for he was anrpriaed, 1»halding tha 
greatness of her bcaiil;. Then tha poaplc Lindled th« 
pile; but Ihonf^h tlie flame was excoediDgly large, it 
did not touch hor, for God took compession on lier j 
the fire wm exlingnishcd, and she was preserved, and 
nade her escape. And Paul, taking Thetla along with 
him, went lor Antioch. Thera a man oiimed Alexan- 
der accDHed her befon: (ho govomor, ind slie was coa- 
demaed lu be thrown among the beaatfl. which when 
the paapis saw, the; iriod out, aafiog, ■ Tlie jadgmenla 
deuUred ta ihii city are anjuat 1 ' 

" Bnt Thecin desired no other famr of the governor 
than that hor chastity might lie guarded till she should 
be east to the wild boasts. The day arriTcd, and she 
waa brought to the amphitheatre in llic presence of a mul- 
lilode nf spectators, and, l)eiiig stripped of her drapery, 
ahe bad a girdle put round bet body, and was tbrowa 
iaio the place appointed for flghting with tlie beasU, 

and the lions and the beaTi were let loose upon her. 
But the women who were in the ihcatre were stmi-k with 
(ompwsiaD, and gronned, and Liied oat, ' O iinrighleoiu 
jad^inent I O cruel siglit 1 T)ie whole oity ought lo 
(nfier for mch crimes 1 ' and one a! them, called Trig- 
lina, wept aloud. Me&niJmc a lioncaa, which was of 
all the most fierce, rau npoa Thecla. and foil down at 
her feet; and the boats and the he-lions lay as tliough 
they wore fast asleep, and did not touch her. UpoB 
this the goveroor trailed Thecta from among the lieosta, 
and said to her, ' Who an ihoa, woman, thnt not otM 
of the bciuta will (ouch thee I ' And Thitcln replied, 
'J am ft servant of the living Oud, and a lielievcr in 
leaus Christ his Sou.' Then the governor ordered her 
dothcs lo be brought, and snid io her, 'Put on youf 
^iparol,' and ha released her. 

" Then Thacla wont home with Tristiua : hnc desir- 
ing much lo see Paul, she resolved to travel in search 
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of him ; and Triiuna Bent large sn 
Paul hj her hanila, also much clothing far the poor. 
So Theclu joarnejed till she fuunil Paul prcnching tha 
word of God U Myra in Ljcia. Tlient.'e ulie reiurned 
to Jconinin, and after manj yenre spent in preavhing 
and TOnvBTting tho people Bho was led by the Spirit to 
a mountain near Seleucia, where she al>ode xatay years, 
and nndcrwont many grievous tempiaiions, wliicb she 
overcame by the help of ihu Lord. She enlightened 
many pis>plB, and wrought go many niiracQlouB cores, 
that alt ttto iohaliltants of the city and arljai'eni coun- 
triei brought tlieir gick to that mountain, and when 
they came to the door of her cave they were instantly 
cured ; Buch great power had God beetowcd on the Vir- 
gin Tbecls I — insomuch ibai tlie physicians of Soleo- 
cia were held of no account, and lost all the profit of 
their trade, for no one regarded them. And ihcy were 
filled with envy, and began, to contrive how they should 
destroy her ; for they sairl within IhemBElvcs, ' Tbis 
woman mnst be a priestess of the great goddess Diana, 
and tho wonders shu performs are by virtue of her 
chastity ; and if we can destroy that, she will be van- 
qoiahed ' : and they hired eoma fellows, sons of Belial, 
to go to the mountun and ofler her violence. So they 
went, and (he bleeeed Thccla came out to meet Ihetn, 
and they laid hold upon bcr, and shu fled from them, 
praying for deliverance. And heboid! the roik opened 
behind her, forming a cnvity so largo that a mao might 
enter in ; and she ran thitber, and the roi'k dosed upon 
her, and she was seen no more. The men stood per- 
fectly astonished at to prodigious n mirsclc, and liaving 
caught bold of her veil, a piece of it remaitied in tbeir 
hands aa evideaco of this great wonder. 

" Thua suffered the blessed virgin and mnrlyr Theria, 
who came from Icontum at eighteen yearii of age, and 
afterwards, partly iu Journeys and travels, and partly 
m a monastic life in the cave, tivpd sevenly-lwo years ; 
BO that she was nitiety years of age wlien the Lord 
translated her." 
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AlthODgli the lions Bpn.red St. Thecla, tho is mn- 
■idered the fintt female martyr, and id honored as sueh 
in the Greek Church. lo the Latin Churth the par- 
ticular Tenerotion professed for her by Sc Martin of 
ToiUB, in the fourth century, conlrihuted Ui rondoc licr 
highlv popular ; yet I have met with very few repreaen- 
ntiong of her. 

In the deToiioDBl pictures and miniatures she gen- 
erally wears a loose mantie of dark brown or gray, and 

' Is the palm. Several wild beasts arc around her. 
n a Madonna piftura by l-oronzo Costa she stands 
IQQ side of the Virgin anl Child, arrayed iu a long 
robe of a violet color, hotdin)^ the palm ; and with no 
other attrihnte ; the figure and alliludo arc singularly 
elegant; the couDtenanco mild, thoughtful, and sweet.* 

In a picture by Hhrinari she is seen in prison, her 
luuidB fettered, and an angel preaenls to her frait and 
Sowers:! of this incident there is no mention in the 
It^nd I have cited, fn yet I have not met with any 
picture in whieli Paul and Tliecla are represented to- 
gether: such may pd^ibly exist. The ^une in the 
dungeon, with Paul teaching and Tbecla seated at liis 
feet, wonld be a beaatiful tnhject. 



St. Eufhehia < 



Hal. But' Bnfnnlm. Ft. Salnie Ihiplifmic Bept, la, A. D. iOI, 

This Greek saint, with her soft, mnaical name, and 
the fame of her hcaaty and her tbrutnda. is one of 
Ihoso whom the Eoslem Church haa distinguished by 
the epithet Grail. She is particularly inleresting in 
Ihe history of Art, far all that can bo certainly known 
of her rests ou the description of a picture, whioh 

Bolcigiia Out. 
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dracnption , howvTcr, is lo BtKient, and m mlt sa- 
(licntirstt'il that ll learcs no doubt as To (lie principal 
circutDsiBDces pcrMinmg to her, — her cxjatence, tier 
uunc, the manner of her martyi^m, and the plus 
Irtipr? gtie sniTbrcd, I have altisadj sHadod to this pic- 
tore, SB an evidence of the et;1c and Kigiritiailion of 

tl hu liapponed that a fcw of the homilies of A»- 
tcriuH, biBhop oF Amogea in Pontm, who lived and 
wrote Uotween 850 and 400, hare buen preserved to 
Bi, and among them is s hoiniij preached on the day 
eonsecrsKd to the memory nf St. Eaphemia.* Tha 
bishop, 10 oxeito the iroaginathm and the icbI of hi* 
coDgrCf^tion, dispIajB a pii^ure of the enint, at ths 
■ame time descritung it moet eloqaentl; ia detail. 

" We sec her," be aaya, " in this picture, portrayed 
iritli all that bcanty and gtnre which distinguished het 
In her lifetime, yet with llmt inodeslyand ^vily which 
showed her inward spirit ; And attired in Iho plain AaA- 
brown mantle wliieli in Greece was worn by the phi- 
loaophera, and whicli expreseed a ronundstiott of all 
worldly plenEurcs and rain (irnamentB, 

"We see hor bronghc Ijcfore tho jndge PriBcna by 
two soldiers, OQO of whom dniga her forward ; the otlier 
pmhes her on behind. Bal though from modeatj Inc 
eyes are cast down, there ia an expression in hor flwe, 
which shows it \a not fear. Wo eee her, in another 
part of tile pictoie, tortored by two execationns, oae 
of whom h:iB seized her long hair, and polls hock her 
head, lo fon'e her to rftioa it ; the other strikes her on 
tiie mouth with a wooden mallet ; the bloud ito»B fronk 
her lips ; and at the pitMas sight, tears flow Irom th6 
eyes of tha gpociatorB ; their hearts melt within tliem. 
" In tho background is soea tho iBterior oT A dungeon. 
Bt !Guphemi&, seated on the earth, raises her hands tfl 
heaven, and prays for tncn:y, and for strength to beat 
beraulltrings ; over her head, behold! the eross appears; 
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Ttta ihowher contldGnre i n the Bi^n of oar Tratemp- 
dan, or to Bignify ihat the too rnnst sntfir. Tlien, near 
(o tlie priaoa wd see & pilu of &gotii kindliMl, uDd io 
(he midsE stiuiria the beautiful and ronras:i»iia martji. 
6be exlondi ber omw lowarda liearen ; bet coimlcDuioa 
is radiant with hope, with faith, with 30J." 

The description eDiis Iters, and AsCorins doel not 
■Dj furthor cirmmstBDcM attending her iiut<- 
but, according (o the legend, the tlamea, ai 
il ia »nch cmm, were renderod innocuom by 
■nincalotu inturrention : ehe was then thrown (0 iha 
lions; but tlioj crDuched and licked her teel, and n>- 
fued ta h«rm lier. Pracus, on seeing [lii«, vb» like to 
■woon with deapite and mortification ; «o onn of hia 
■oidtDTii, to do liim a pltiflfuru, ruehed apon the maiden, 
and transfixed her with his sword. This form of Ibe 
lagead mast bare prevailed in the time of St. Ambrose J 
hot in other legendaries it is rclnted that Iho lions at- 
tacknl her, bat did not devour her, and that the execa- 
tioaer finished her villi the eirord. 

St, Euphcmia suflcred in the tenth pcrseonlion, al 
Chalcedonia in Bithyaia, not far from ByKantlam, and 
about the year 30T or 81 1. The picture described by 
AsterioB must have been execntod soon after tlie death 
of the saint, when her memory was frnh in tlic ntindi 
of the people, and at a period when ciaasical Art, tlnugh 
OD the deeliae, rot«iaod M least it* splendid furmi, and 
inBaeuced all the Christian reproaeniations. Wo may 
therefore infer the beauty and the ncouracy of ibe do- 
Hneation ; it shows a1*D thai the manner of tcpreBenting 
many scenes in the same plctnie already prevailed. 

60 ancionl was the worship paid to St. Euphemia, 
that within a ccatury af^r her death there were four 
cbnrcliea dedicated to her in Constantinople alone; 
othen io Rome, Alexandria.* Carthage ; in short, 
throughoBt (he East and Weit, lempl« rose every- 
where to lier honor, and many wonderful mjradcs wen 
• Bee Vol. I. p. IM 
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imputed to her. In the beginning of the oi);hA tea- 
nay. Leo the Iconoclast ordered her cliurrh lo be pro- 
liuioil, and livr rclio to bo out into the ha ; bat ibia 
onlj ini-reued tlio devotion pud to her ; the relics re- 
iq>pilacGd ia the ialand of lioninDS, and thonc-c wan 
dispersed to mnnj placea, eren to Fmuee. In the 
WwtiTn Chnrch, sbe waa Bcreptcd ae a saint m the 
Ibur^ rentuty. uid ^ ehart'Ji was dedicated to h<sr in 
RoiDD in the GHh. Every one who has vieited Verona 
will Tocollcct the bcaalifnl clmrcb wbieh bears her 
name.* Tliough bo celebrated in the earlr times, ber 
popularity has diminished ; or has bcea superseded by 
the fkmo of later sainls. 

A V017 aa\y mosaic represents St. Eupbemia stand- 
ing between two scrpeols. l)ut I do not find aoy mention 
of serpents in lbs legends I have consultcd.t In all 
the reprcsentatioDB aioco the reviral of An, she has the 
lion and the Eword. Thus she appears in a lieaotifnl 
and dignilled figure by Andren Mantegna, with tha 
lily, emblem of chastity, in one hand, in Iho other 
the palm. The sword in her bosom, the lioa tit hei 

In (be charch of St. EuphGmia at Milan there ii one 
most admirable picture, a throned Virgin and Cliild by 
Marco OirgJone. The Virgin bos all the imellectual 
di^ty and cbaiaeter of the seliool of Leouardu : the 
Child bends towards St. Catherine, who kneels, pre- 
sented by St. Ambrose ; on the other side kneels St. 
Buphemia, presented by John the Baptist^ she has an 

* Wbellter thD 8t. Euphenla who it reTErennd sU thnmgli 
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her feet which looks like a eaff. 
1e is a magnifiteQl exii,ni[)le of the MilnneBO aehool. 

Id b pii:ture bj SimoDO CtLnlarini, bIio 19 Tcpresenled 
Btuiiiiig with her lion at lior Hide, atiil pointiug to the 
Virgin in glarjr: alie wears a joUow tunic butlonod 
down the front, a crimBoa mantle, and a while veil 
throiirtt over liar bead.* 

la her church at Verona nhe stands over one of the 
BltBiB, beariai; her palm, and oct'oiapanied by her lion*. 
I hare ooror met with any historical pictnra from herlifii. 

Hanj other Christian martyrs were exposed in the 
amphitheatres, principally at Roino, at Cartlioge, and 
at Lyons, where the taste for those horrid speciaclca was 
most pt«Ta1ont ; but they are doc interesting a& sabjccta 
of Alt. I miuit regret that the martyrdom j)f Vivia 
Ferpelut and Felicitas has never been worthily Created : 
in fact, I hare never seen any ancient represonlatian of 
St. Perpetua, except in the mosaic at Ravenna it and 
tfaerefont, coafining myself within tho limits asaigned 
to this work, I shall not dwell upon her fold. The 
wcU-aathontLisited story of tlieso two wotncn, of tliejr 
high-hearted constancy and meek ibrtJiude, has been 
told so beautifully by Kr. Milcnan, that I pass it over 
with the less regret ; only obserriDg, that, as her history 
i( Accepted as oulhencic by Prolcslants, it camaius open 
to Protestant artists. It aDurik, not one, but many 
scenes of snipassing interest, full of picturesque and 
dramatic icntjineiit, and capable of being (rented with 
die utmost tragic pathos, without lonching on t)te horri- 
ble and rerolting. Forpetua binding up her tressea in 
the smpliltheaCre, aFlor she had been expuscil before the 
people and wounded by the wild beasts let loose upon 
hw, is an imago one can hardly endure 10 bring be- 
fore tho fancy: but Perpetua In prison; before her 
jodgos; lumiog from tier father \ taking leave of her 
inbut child ; X >nd nsint; superior to every temptation, 

• Bolsen* Gallery. I u. p. 131. 

I nerr VdkcL at nKsden tiu Isteir pslqlell ■ flu picture of Bt 
P'rp«IiH Lu^lDf Uiroogb Uu tius of bor prlsua mt ber In^t 
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tnfrj ttlluremoDt, to iteny ber Redetnier : I^qwnui 
ffAog funli, acconipaiiied bjr ili« slare FsUdaui (Ikt- 
Mlf Kwciidj B tnoihet), to mwt a friijHitfiil rfouli, wiih 
■ mitd, wununly spirit, irhhoni Bnnmptiun or itcflaniv ■ 
bolli j'oaug, with ninliiag M >uMaln (lium bat Ikiih. ud 
lllal I'Dumi^e from on high it'hi<>Ii Itx never beea denial 
to llioao who Bicadftuily tnul in rhe llermjirr ; — these, 
iurolj, »ro themM which in their loftj bcanlj nighi tie 
hciil uul unwvrthj of Chriatian Art and Chniiian ijmr 
path; in oar timei. It is tare to find any Eacml aaljoti 
of deep and gonenil IntcrcM atinost nnloni^beU ; but here 
the field la open.* 

St. Fehcitaa, the African, elave and companion of St. 
Pcrpcina, inunc not be confounded witli St. Fclicitas, 
tl» noblo Kooian nuitron, whose iiory I liavo Dlocad 
among tbo Komsn Martjre. 



6l. PBOCAS of SlBOPB, Mabttr. 
ItaUemaXati. The QfeClt t^Uon nf eanluu Uid gBcdrDns. Jolj 

Towards the end of the third centnry a holy man 
named Phocas dwell onlaido Iho gaio of the city ot' 
Siitopc, iu Ponlus, and lived by cidtiriuing a little gar- 
den, ihs produce of which, after euppiyiag hie own no- 
coaaicid, he diaCribiited to llie poor. Uniting prayer 
and contemplation with labor and charily, his garden 
was to him an instructive ixiok, his fiowem Kuppliod him 
with a fund of holy meditaiion, and Ills little cottage 
waa open to all Btraogcrg and trBVuIlota wbo were in 
want of a lodging. 

• "Tbt Aati of Bt, Parprtui bdiI BL FeiioHas," lb<mgb sob- 
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One oiglil. BS ho siLt at his fru^l eoppcr of hart 
lome Btningers kn(wki!(t at h\i door, and lio invit 
them to enter and twpOM themselves. He eet fi^od be- 
fore them, aud gave Ihoio water (or their feec ; and 
-trhea thuj had eslen and were rofifeshed, ho asked them 
cooeeming their buninBiB. They told him thai (liey 
re eonl iliore in sonrvh of a certain Phocoa, who hod 
m deuoulicsd as a Christian ; nod diit they were com- 
ssionod to I<i11 him nlierever they should find him. 
10 aervaniof God, wUhont berraying any Burpri«o, con- 
' ducted tliem to a chamber of repose, and wlien they 
mt iatn his garden anil dug a grava 
fcmid IhB fiowera. The next morning ho went to hi> 
ptasta and told them tliai Plioi'a] was fonnd ; and they, 
»qoiclog, asked, " Wiiera ia tha man ! " He replied, 
•• 1 myself am he." They started batk, nnwilliog to 
le their hands in the blood of their host ; but ha 
VDconnged them, Baying, " Sin-ce it in the will of Ood, 
1 am willing to die in Hia raniw." Then ihcy led him 
to the brink of the grave, struek. oS his head, and buried 
"Um tlitreia. 

This imereaCing old saint appears in the Greek jrfc 

inrel and mosaics. Those who visit St. Mark'a M 

I Venire will find him in tlie vesiibula on the left hand] 

r luBong the saints who Bguro singly on the vaalt, sinnd- 

iag in Dolossa! gaiso, with a venemlile bearil, in tha 

llress or a gardcaer, and holding a spade in his hand. 

mc is inscribed, and abo diaiingaishce a similar 

n the Catticdml of Monrealo, at Palermo. Ex- 

I tept in genuine Byxiintine Art, I hare not met ivith 

I Bt. l^ocas. The Latin patron saint of gardeners il 

\ Bl. dscre, an Irish saint domiciliated ia Prance. Tom 

I 10 his l^end further on. 
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PatroD or pb/ildku, Jul^ 3Ti fOarth cmjmty. 

It ia intereating to obserro that eiuDts of the medical 
praresBion hme been especially popular in ilie gn»l 
Imding lowus, such u Venice, Florence, Ltdds, Mar- 
Kiilleii ; — CLlici whieh, throogh their inlen-oiuse with 
th« East, and the influx of strangerB, were conBtantlj 
expiMGd to the plague and other epidemic dinordecs. I 
hftve already ipokcn of St. Roch, Bt. Coamo, and Sl 
Damian, with reference to those localities. St. Fantar 
Icon, another of tbeee beatified phjsiciaDB, is partita- 
larly intcrGBtiDg in Venotiaa Art, and hia odd Greek 
name flimiliar to all who remember Yeniee. ThoM 
trilics who nvm inclined to doabt his real existence, 
and who have derived hia name from tlie Venetian war- 
cry, PiaHla Lfone 1 " Plant the Lion ! " are, I think, 
mistaken, for he was a Greek saint of eclehrity in the 
aiTtth century, when Justinian dedicated lo him a church 
at Consinntinaple ; and I thint it more probable that 
the Venetians introduced him into Iheir city liom the 
Levant. 

Ai;cording to the legend, Pantaleon waa !>om at Ni- 
comcdia in Bithynin, the eon of a heathen fatlier and a 
Chriatittn mother, and, after having made Iiimaelf mas- 
ter of all the learning and acience of tho Gn^eks, he at- 
tached liimseif particalarly to the stody of medicine. 
The legend adds, that lie was remarkable for his beatiti- 
fill person and graceful manners, and that ho liecame 
the bvorite physician of the Emperor Galcrius Max- 

During hia residence in this heathen court, Pantaleon 
was in danger of forgettinK all the Christian precepts 
which he had learned from his mother. Bui, fortu- 
nately, a vouerabic Christian priost, named Uermolaus, 
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tiDdertook 10 iu9tru(!t him, and Pantnleoa become an 
ardBiit ChriBtian. When tho peraccutioo tiroke out, 
knowing Chat he coald not remain concealed, like hia 
maater Hermolaus, be raw plainly tlist he nuBt aiiliei- 
pate a cruel martyrdom ; and, instead of endearoriag 
10 oacapo, he prepared hiuuelf lo meet it by thaae acts 
of charity for which hia profesaioD aa physician at&rded 
BO man; oppartnnitjas. He went about healing tlio sick, 
reataring aight to the blind, raising thtt dead, or ihoH) 
who were nigli to doath. And buing, in tlie iiiidat of 
thcae good woika, accused before the emperor, ho ob- 
tained, as ho hod desired, the glorioua crown of mar- 
tyrdom, being beheaded together with his aged maater 
Hermolaoa, wlio came forth from hia retreat to share 
his iate ; but for Fantaleon, the/ first bound liim to an 
oliTO-trec, and, according to the poetical legend, no 
had his blood bathed the roota of the tree thaa 
it bniBl fonh into leavea and frnit. 

Thia saint is uniformly RtpresDnccd young, beardless, 
and c^ a beantirul countenance. As patron, ho wean 
tile long, loose robe of a phjslcian, and soinuiiinos, in 
allnaion to tho circnmatancca of hia martyrdom, ha 
holds the olive instead of the palm, or both logether. 
Aa martyr, hn aianda bound lu an olife-troo, with both 
his head, and a nail driven tlirough them 
into the trunk of tho trOD ; the sword at hia feet. In 
snch pictnrea we must distinguish between Si. Funia' 
Icon and Sc Sohoatinn. 

His church at Venice ia particnlnrly interesting to 
tboao who love to aCudy Venetian character. It is the 
parish church of a denao and popaloua neighharbood, 
anil I lueil to go liicre more for the sake of looking at 
the picCureaquo mothers with their infants, 
the little children reciting their catechism — than to 
study Art and pictures. The walla am covered with 
the beoeficeaC actions of iho saint, and wltli Scriptural 
inddenta which have reference to the healing art. I4ono 
of these, however, are porticolariy good. Among them 
are the foUowing snhjecU : — 



■ 78 SACRED AND LEQENDARY ART. 

1. The saint btoJs a sk-k child : by Paal Veronew, 
9. He riuBes n AeaA man. 3. Hu cbariliea id the poor, 
and varioDi mirai'les, are upon ibe ceiling, liy FamiBni ; 
while ia other parts of the church wo see the pool of 
Bvihcwia, the miracle of tho losTes uul Jishtn, and 
other work* of healing and charity, 6l. Pantaleon wm 
at one time very popular at Lyoos, but I know not 
vhetlier any vestigw remain of the reverenue (brmerl; 
paid 10 him there ; nor do I remember any picloies 
iwpreseQting him except at Venice. 



St. Dobothea of Cxppadmia, Vibgih mo 
Mabttr. 

flK. Bants DorMo. J>>. EbIiiIk Dorolhic. feb. 6.1. D.S09. 

" In the province of Cappndocia, and in tho eit^ of 
Cesarea, dwelt a noble virgin whose namo v/aa Dorothea. 
In the whale cit; there naa none lo be compared to 
her in beauty and grace of person. She wns a Chrta- 
tion, and served God day and night with prayon, with 
fbstiag, and with alms. 

" The goseroor of the city, by Dame SapritinB (or 
Fabricina), was a very rerriblc pcrsecDlor of the Chiia- 
tians, and hearing of the maiden, and of her great bean- 
ty, lio ordered her to be braaght before him. She came, 
with her mantle folded on her bosom, and tier eyes 
neekly cast down. The gavemor asked, ' Wbo art 
thon t ' and she replied, ' I am Dorothea, a virgin and 
a servant of Jesug Christ.' Ha said, • Tliou musi Borvo 
our i^s, or die.' She answered mildly, 'Be it bo| 
the sooner ghall I atand in, tho presence of Him whom 
I moat desire to behold.' Then the governor asked 
ber, 'Whom mcuncaC tbon ? ' Bhe replied, <I m««n 
the Son of God, Christ, mine espoused ! Iiis dwelling ia 
paradise ; by liia side are joys ctemai ; and In hia gar- 
den grow eclcBlial fruits and roses that never Me.' 
Then Sapritius, overcomo by her eloqnenre and beanlj. 



ST. DOROTHEA. 



■79 



•rdered ber to be carried back to her dangeon. AdiI 

he Bent to her tiro gistera, wtuwe oamea were CilietA 
anit Cbriatcla, v/ha hod onro been Chriatianu, but who, 
from terror of tliu tormonta with wliieli they wore Ihreat- 
enecl, hod renounced their ^th in Christ. To these 
womea the governor prDituaed large rewards ir thej 
wonld laiiitce Dorothea In fbllow their evil exnmple ; 
and they, nothing doubling of succeaa, Loldly under- 
took (he taak. Tlie result, howeror, was far dtfllerent ; 
for Dorothea, fall of courage and iBnslancy, rBproved 
then as one having au^orily, and drew suoli a picture 
of the joys thoy !iad forfoitod through their falsehood 
aad cowardice, that they fell at her (vet, saying, ■ O 
blessed Dorothen, pray for na, lial, throngti thj intoi^ 
cesBioa, OUT sin may lie forgiven and our penitenca ac- 
cepted I ' And she did so. And vrlien tliey had M 
the dungoon thor pmi^lBiined aloud that they vrere ser- 
vants of Christ. 

"7iien the governor, forions, commanded that they 
■hould be bnmed, and thivt Dorothea should witnesf 
their torments. And she aiood by, bravely encourag- 
ing thorn, and saying, <0 my sisters, fear not I sufler 
to tlie and I for tiicac transionc panga shall be followed 
by the joys of eternal life I ' Thus they died : and 
Dorothea heraelf was condemned to he tortured cruelly, 
■nd then hoheaded. The first part of ber scntcnco she 
flndared with iuvincible fortitude. She was then led 
forth to death ; and, as she went, a young man, a law- 
yer of the city, named Theophilns, who had been present 
when she was first brought before the governor, railed 
to her mockingly, ' lla I fair maiden, gocat thou to join 
thy bridegroom 1 Send me, I pray thee, of the fruits 
and flowers of that aamo ^rden of which thou haat 
■poken : I would lain taste of them I ' And Dorothea, 
looking on Mm, inclined her hiad with a gonilo smile. 



Y request, 
LO laughed al 
in cheerfully 



aloud with hia companioi 
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With Ihouiuul blmlngi duulng In hit eja.' 
In his haod ho held a basket containing three iqjpica, 
ami lliret fmli^nlliered and frognint itwes. She said 
to liiin, ' Carry [tiesa to Theopliilas, laj tbat Dorothea 
holh nent them, and that I go before him to the garden 
whenco the? oinie. and await hioi there.' With theae 
words she l>ent licr neck, and received the dcnih Btroke. 

"MuBniinie the anjcel (fur it vias an angel) went to 
aeelL Theophilus, and Tound him still laughing in jaenj 
mood over the idea of the promieed gift. The angel 
placed before him the baaket of rcleatial frait and flow- 
etB, eapiig, ' Dorothea semla th« tliEse,' and vanished. 
What words ran express the wonder of Thcophiltig ! 
Slrock bj the prodigy operated in hia Ikvor, hU heart 
melled within him ; he taated of the celestial Ituit, and 
a new life was bia ; he proclaimed liimai^lf » aervani of 
Chriet, and, folloniug tha example of Dorothea, suf- 
fered with like consiAncT ia the <xxm of truth, aod gb- 
laincd the crown of manyrdoni." 

St. Dorothea is repreeented wiih rosea in her hand ; 
or crowned with roeea ; * ur ofG^ring a batkel of fmit 
and flowers Id the Yiririn or the infant Christ ; or at- 
tended hj an angel holding a basket, in which axe three 
apples and three rosea. The last is the most peenliar 
and the tnosi eharacteriacic atCribato : other sainis have 
flowers, or are crowned witli roses ; Dorothea alone has 
the attendant nnge! holding the basket of fmit and 
flowers. Sho bears the palm of conrso, and occasion- 
ally the crown, as martyr. 

St. Dorothea ia moro popokr in the German and 
Flemish (ban tbo Italian schools, and there are few 

8t. DDTiilhM <TBlla1 8l. Rmnlla or Et, Rdu ) i. mistake nrlitng 
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early pictoreg of her, I (band her in an old Siona pic- 
:re, with ituea in her lap. and holdloe a bouquet of 
ises in her hand." Rubena and VanJytk liovn both 
paitilcd her rruwtied with roHes^ and lioldhij; lier pulm. 
la B beootifal Madonna pictore by Israel v. Mtilem, she 
•taada on t)io left of ibe Virgin, crovned with roses, and 
with a baiket of roses before h<ir.t 

;. Dorothea and lior tiompaiiioiia, St. Caliata and 
!!^hrijtEtn. ore represented in three ancient luarblo 
Bs in the Cliiesa ddl' Abasia at Vcoica, attributed 
to tlie Maestro Bortolomeo (fourteenth ceotnry). 

The principal incident of lier legend ia so pictureBqoe 
Bnd poetical, that one is enrprised not to meet with it 
ofienet ; in bet I have never met with it ; yet the in- 
terview between Dorothea and Theopliilas, and after- 
wards between Theophilns and the angel, are bcauti- 
Stl subjects : the tirat scene has a tragie interest, and 
~ itter an allegorical significance as well us a pictu- 
e beauty, which should have recoatmi:ndcd them 
Is pointers. 

The martyrdom of St. Dorothea has be«n KTen] 
Sines painted. Tlie picture by Jacopo Lii;ozzi is a 
grand scenic composition, in tbe Style of his master 
Tanl Veronese, and almoit oqual to him. The Bcaf- 
fi)M, and near it, on horseback, the inexorable Sapri- 
tins, who has just ([iven the command to strike; iho 
fbroclons execationer; the figure of the gentle and 
bMatifol rictira, kneeling with an expression of placid 
ftich ; the angels liuvering with garlands of rosea above, 
JHid the TariouB atlitudeu of tiie xpccuilors, — are all 
kdmiiabty painted in the dramatic, or rather eccnic, 
tyle proper 10 the sehool.) 

Carlo Dolce. Sl Dorothea kneeling, with hands 
bound, and by her side the angel with biii luuiket of ee- 
' ' d (hiit and Sowers : one of his best pictures ; the 
as and elcgauce of his manner suited the sabject, 
ifi here less tamo than usual. § 
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Rnliens. St. Dorolhra stainlinf;, vith roBCB and palm. 
Vandri-k. St. Dorolhea slBniliag, with her pslra, 
rows, and apples from FomdiBe.* 

TliD legend of Dorothea is the sobject of MBssinger'i 
tragei]:r or '■ The Virgin Martjr " ; he was Bssisled by 
Decker, lo wliam the critics attrihnte much that is 
cooTK. ofTenaivD, sad proline in the ditlogne. It con- 
Uituj, however, Kenei and passagea of great beamy; 
■nd thcsfl are given witboat tho alloy in Murray'i 
" Family Librai7."t One critic obflervos that of tho 
chnraclcr of tha heroino " it U imposaibie to speak too 
''igl''? ■ ^Bf genuine and dignified piety, her anahaken 
conetaney, her lofty pity for her persecotoni, her calm 
coDlempt of tortnre, and her heroic death, exalt the 
mind in no ordinary degree." The rcligiona action is 
varied and rendered more romantic by making Antoni- 
nus, llie brave and amiable win of tho cracl Sapritius, 
la love with Dorothea : for her sake he refuses the 
daughter of Sioclelion, and Dorothea's lost prayer is 
ibr bim: — 

Her prayer ia granted ; Antoninus is eonvcrled, and 
dies of grief on wiiueBsing her crual martyrdom. Tho 
lent scene between Theophilus and tlie Emperor Dio- 
cledaa is ascribed wholly to Massing^'. It Lvntains the 
fine passage in which the Christian saint is exalted 
atoVB tlie classicBl heroines of antiquity : — 



t DruoaUii Bcrlea, to 



ST. CYPRIAN AND ST. jnSTINA. 

Win nwl a Kcotid nrn : QruDbui- Oometlii, 
rKsHnH, thai in leuh daircd lo MIow 
Her hiuband Benna, oat Bruliu' PorUa, 
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I St. Jbbtisa o» AsTiocn. 



leMaglclen et SiitiK Jiut!i>«. Sepi. SS, a. d. 3M. 

It IB surprising that this roiy bcnniifal and anitqas 
legend has not of^sner been treated an a Hu))Jact of Art. 
It is fall of piuturesijDO mpnbilities oFovery kind. Cal- 
dcron fuuoded on it ona of hia &oaa, mdox, the ■' Mi^ico 
Prodigioso " ; part of which — the Bcens in which the 
maiden is tompted hy domona — Shcllpy has bcauiirullj 
tranalatod. Though I havo never met with tbo alory 
in Western An, except in one or two miniHtnrM, othcn 
tnaj' have been mare (brtnnate; Tar which reason, and 
becauBB of iti linf^lar beauty, I give it at length. 

" lo the city of Antioch dwelt a Tit^n wonderfiilly 
fair, and good, and wise ; her name was Jnatina. She 
was the daughter of a ptieat of the idols ; Iml having 
listened to the teaching of tha Gospel, she not only be- 
came a Christian herself, bat couteiled her parenu to 
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Ibe tnio lulh. Man; locdwd opon ibii heaudnil mtuden 
with rjci ot love ; snong lh(>m > noble youih of Lbe 
dty of Antiorh, wtiose name was Aglaldes; and fas 

»Ootil licr with »olt words and gifts, Lnl all in vain, (or 
Jueliiin had devolod, herself to the service of God and a 
lifo of rliaatitf and gnod work*, and she refund to lis- 
ten to him ; and !iu wai vellnigh in despcmtian. 

"Now in the BBUio rilr of Antioch dwelt CTprion 
the mafprian, a man deeplj versed in all tlic learning 
of the pagan philoEaphers. and moreover addieted from 
hia youih to the eiudy of eatrology and necromancy. 
When ho bad exbaoited all the Ivsmiiif; of hia own 
coanlry, ho travelled Into the Ea«l, into the land of the 
Chaldces, and into E^ypt ; and to Ar^, and to Ath' 
em ; and lie had made himtelf familiar with nil terrible 
and forbidden arts. He had Buhjccted to his might tbo 
aplrits of dariiflCSB end the eh^menta; hemuld i^mmand 
tho powers of lidl ; be could raise storms and tempegte, 
Wid transform men and Women into beasts of burden. 
It was sail! that he oHered the hlood of children to hia 
demons, and many other vrhncs weie imputed to him, 
too dreadful to lie here related. 

"Aglaidea heing, as I have said, in despair and con- 
foaion of mind, bceaa^e of tho coldness of Justina, 
repaired to Cyprian ; (or he said, ' Surely this great 
Blagieian, who can commend llie dumooa and the elo- 
meniB, can command the will of a veak maiden ' : then 
be explained the matter to Mm, and required Ills help. 
But no sooner had Cyprian beheld the beanlifnl and 
Tirtoons maiden, than he became himself to deeply eo- 
■mored, that all rest departed fiom him, and ha re- 
•olred lo possess her. As yet, nothing had Wn able to 
resist his power, and, full of cnntidenco. ho Fumnmned 
bis demons to his aid. He commamlcd them lo Gil 
the mind of the chaste Jostina wjtb ima(res of earthly 
beaaty, and to inHame and poilnte licr funcy with 
visions of voInptuDus delight. She was opprcstfd, sho 
was alarmed, slic felt thai these were promprinm of the 
evil one, and she resisted with all her might, being well 
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Msnrod that aa long u her will rotnain«d iinfonquend, 
Cbrise and the Virgin would help liet; — uod il was 
so ; for when she invoked them agtlnat her ciiemj, he 
left her In pearc, and fled. 

When Cyprian found that liii dcuiDH was foiled, he 
called up another, and then another, and at leiiglli the 
prince of darkness himself raiuc to his aid : but it was 
all in vain. Jostina was fearfnll/ troubled, her pure 
and innocent mind hecamo (he prey uf tuninltuons 
thoDghn; dORians heset her couch, haunted her slvep, 
poisoned the very atmosphere she breathed ; bat sha 
aald to her alnjoat failing heart. 'I will not be dis- 
conratfed, I will strive with the evil which betrcts me; 
thought is not in our power, hut action is ; my spirit 
may bo weak, but my will is Arm ; what I do not 
aiH, can have no power over me.' Thus, although 
grievooslj' tempted and lormeaicd, slic aiood fast, trust- 
ing in the God whom she worshipped, and conquered 
U last, not by fonicnding, bul iiy never owning herself 
snbdued, and strong in her humility only by not coD' 
■enting to ill. So the hafHad demon Totumed to hii 
master and said, 'lean do nothing against this woman; 
Ibr, hrint; pure and ainlc^s in will, she is protected by 
■ power greater thau thine or mine I ' 

"Then Cyprian was astonished, and his heart was 
melted; and he said lo the demoa, 'Sinee it is bo, I 
contemn Ihee and thj powers and I will henceforth 
terre the God of Justino.' Uq went theri'foro, full of 
repentance and sorrow, and, falling at her feet, bi>. 
knowledged the might of her pnrily and innocence, 
and confessed bimsalf vanqniahed ; upon which she for- 
gave him freely, and rejoiced ov«r him; and in her 
great joy she cut off her beautiful hair, and made an 
oSering of it before the altar of tlie Virgin, and gave 
much alms to the poor. 

" Boon afterwards Cyprian was bajitized and became 
a ferrent Christioa ; all hia goods he distributed to the 
poor, and became as remarkable for his piaty, absli- 
nenoe, and profound kuowledgo of the Scriptures, as be 
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bad IbriBirly been for hi> driiK^iQil ans. liu wicked- 
new. Iiik luxury, and hii prid'?. Such was liU linmilitj 
that he iindeiKKik .lie manliest nftiree lor the svrvice or 
tlie railliful, and ha and Jultiis mutualjj strcngtbeiied 
•Dd edified each other bj tLoir vinues and by their halj 



ir of Aniioch found llut do menacea coald a. 
the laiih or Cyprian atid Juaiina, he ordered (hem lo be 
thrown together ipio a caldron of boiling pilch ; but by 
a miracle tbey escaped DDlisnneil. The governor then, 
fearing tbe people, who venerated Cyprian and Joatisa, 
■eat them with an escort lo ll^e Emperor Diocletian, 
who was [heo at Kicotncdift lungniahiug in sickncea: 
■nd the emperor, liearing' that tbey were Cbriatiang, 
without any fonn of trial ordered tbem to be itistaatiy 
beheaded ; which was done. Thus they received lo- 
KDihcr tlw crown of martyrdom, and in name and in 
fhmo have Ixvume ioiicpaTHble. 

When St. Cyprian and St. Jnstina are rapresonted 
together, lie is Brrayed in tlie habit of a Greek biabop, 
without a mitre, bearing the palm and sword, and 
trampling his magical licoks under liie feet : bIlo holds 
Aa palm ; and a unicorn, the emblem of chastity, 
CTOuchea at her lEet. 

In that Greek MS. of the works of Gregory Nnrian- 
«en to which I have so often referred, as contDlning the 
earliest known examples of the l.-eatment of lej^ndary 
lubJGCte, 1 found the story of Cypxian and JostinB in 

1. Justina seeks refuge at tbe feet uf Christ, fhiin 
the demon who pursues her,' 3. CypHaa engaged in 
bis magical incuntalioDS, burning Ineense, ftc., and a 
demon riaes behind him. 3. Be is ki>ecling as a peni- 
tent at the (i«t of Justina. 4. Tbey entfbr marlyrdom 
together. The litres, rained as tbey an, moat freelj 
jnd nobly designed. 

• Pirii Bib. HsC. USS. QrccqiK'i, 1. D.U7. 
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Everj' ono who ha* hcoa nt Vienna will prohablr 
romemlKT tlie St. JuBtina of tlie Belvedcra, so long 
altribated to Pordenone, Lat now known to !« the pro- 
dui:tioa of a mnch greater man, Bonvicino of Brescia 
(Q Moretto). She atanda in a landacape ; ona hand 
sualains her draperj, the other holds her pslm; aha 
loolu dovm, with an sir of saintly dignity blended with 
llie most benign awecCnesn, on a kneeling votary. No 
cop/, no description, could convey the exprcMiion of 
the connlenancc>, which lias the character of Venetian 
beaaty, elevaJed lij anch a, seriooB and refined grace, 
ibsl the cSect of tlie combinalioa is quite inconcoivablo. 
There ia a troditum rolativa to ihia pictnro whicli great- 
ly onhannx itn interest ; it is said to represent Alphonso 
I. of Fermra at the feci of Donna Laara Euslocliio: 
ghe waa a beantiTuI woman, of low origin, whom Al- 
phonso married after (ha death of Lucretia Borgia; 
BonM say slie had been his tnistrcas, but this is not cer- 
tain; and, at all eventa, when Dnchesa of Ferrura she 
won by her virtnss the reapect and love of all ckasea : 
the people of Fcimni held Iter iit snch reverence, thnt 
onco, vihea threatened by an innndalion, they imputed 
their preservation aolely to her prayers.* 

It is not easy to distingniBh St. Juatina of Antiocli 
from another saiat of tlio same name, St Justina of 
Fodna, the more especially as the painters ihemaelvet 
appear tu liave coufoandod them. The reader, there- 
fore, will do well to turn at once tu the IcgentI of Jus- 
tioa of Pndon, further on : she is much mora popular 
in Western Art than the Greet: heroine and martyr of 
Antioch, but not nearly so iotcrcsling. 

■ AcnnllDg toTiccKil.Tltluipkfntea bergcTenl tlmu.t nuila. 
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St. Apollonia of Aleiaudsi*, Viboiw jjid 
Maktik. 

Ft. BilDli ApoUlM. PaIimFHBeiiinlta(ithiiche,>ndatldls«KI 

" TnEBB dwelt in the cii; of Aleistidria ■ meigig- 
trate who had grot riches, bat he and his wife also 
mre hvaihvnB. Tliey hu) no children, and daf and 
ni^t thej besooghi their faUe );ods lo ^rant tliem & 
ROD or B daaghicr lo inlierit tlieir wealth. Meanliaie, 
for BO it pleised God, tbreo pinua pilgrims, Bcrvaau of 
the Lord, urivcd in the cit]', and lieitig hungrr ■"■^ 
wcaty,lliaj begged an ilmE for the love of the Redeemer 
and tho BIcsaod Virgin his mother. Now ss the j were 
thus beggini; oppoiiile to the hoose of the magislrate, 
his wife, being nsionishcd, called to ihcm and raid, 
' What Dew msniicr of bep(;ing la Ihie 1 in nlioee nune 
do ye tsk alms ^ ' Then tlio pilgriinB jircaclied to her 
the merits of Christ and of the Vii^in. The woman, 
being grcailr moved by tfacir worda, aeki^d whether it 
were poBBililo lliat the Virgin-mother of God, of whom 
thej apohe, could pmt her pnjer to have a childt 
And the/ BDawered. withoot donfit, Tliereupon ahe 
called them in, and gsve them alma, and meat end 
drink ; and nddreascd her praj'cr, full of failh, lo the 
Hoi/ Virfi;in. Her prayer was heard, nod she brought 
forth a danghtec, to whom Bhe gave the oBme of Apol- 



bar the wonderful circumetanceB of her hirlh ; and thus 
ahe became a true Chrialian at heart, and willi a long- 
ing wiah to be baptized. With this pnrpoBo, and di- 
rected by an anccel, she found her way to St. Leonine, 
the disdple of St. Anthony, and dcsirrd to be made a 
Christian ; ao ho baptized bcr : and suddenly there ap- 
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ST. APOU.ONIA. igj 

penred bd uigel holding » ganasnt of dazzling tvliitc, 
irMch bo Ihrew over the joiuden, eayinB, ' This ia 
ApoUonia, [ItQ wrvanl of Jeaus 1 go now lu Atcxandria, 
and prcodl tlie Cuth of ChriBl-' Sl^e, hearing ttic di- 
vina voice, obeyed, and prenciied to the people witli 
wondrous eloquence. Manj were converted ; others 
can to coiDpliiia to her ^hcr, and to actusa her of 
breaking the law; hue she defended beraelf; and her 
fuller, iaceuMid, gave her up lo the power of [bo bcathoa 
governor, wlio cooimanded her instantly to fall down 
sod worship the idol set up in the city. Then St. Ap- 
oUonia, lieing brought before the idol, made the sign 
of tlie cross, and rommanded the demon who dwelt 
withiu it lo depart ; and iho demon, uttering a loud 
cry, broke the statue, and fled, shrieking oat, ■ The 
Holy Virgin ApoUooia drives me forth 1 ' The lynint, 
■eeing this, ordered her lo be bound to a column ; and 
all bor beautiful tooth were pulled out, one by one, with 
a pair of pincers ; then a Are wua kindlod, aud as iho 
persisted in the faith, she was flung into it, and gave 
up her soul to God, beiog catrted into heaven hy hie 

The caulious Baillet admits that tho Virgin Apol- 
louis was put to death in a tumult of the peoplu agajust 
iheChrialiaus, and that " iLt iui casahrunt d'abord loutes 
lea dents par dcs coups horribles." But the above ia 
ibo legend folluwed by tho pwntorK. 

St. Apollonia is repreieoted with tho palm as mar- 
tyr, and holding a pair of pincers with a tooth : or the 
piiu<er8, as in later pictures, are placed near her ; in the 
beuidflil picture of St. Apollonia in our National Gal- 
lery, tho pincers are lying on a tabte ; in a pivtoro by 
Hemlinck, she wears a golden tooth, suspended as an 
omamenl to ber noi-k-cfaain. There la a St. Apollonia 
hy Fonni in the Rinuccini Palace at Florence, a head 
of Angular beauty, bent back, as if preparing fur the 
UrtniB ; tho ferocious oxccntionor seen behind. Sha 
doe* not, however, appear ta be popular as a patioa 
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wini, nor are pictares of lier Tery conuoon. 
finest I liave seen i» chat bj FnuifXaco Graaa^oi in thd 
Munich Gallery, ll i» a unglo flgnro. nearly life-aixe, 
■od forms one winj; of a beautiful alur-picM, wbich 
Granacci pmatcd for tho aako of a fiivorite niere, vrlio 
wai &nun tn tha convent of St. Apollonia at Florence. 
Orwiacci wM a fnvoriio pupil of Mitlmel Angelo, and 
caught some of hiB graadcur of form ; but in hia treat- 
ment of n subject he rather rvtcmblee Ghirlandajo. On 
the predclla beneath he rcprcacnted in six conipartnientB 
the life of the aoint. 1. Si. AjKtllonin, after her bap- 
turn, ivion the voice of angels sending her fbrth to 
preach tbe Gospel. 3. She is preaching to the peo- 
ple, — a noble fignre ; her audiiora ate principally old 
men, who appear to be pondering her words. 3. She 
is brought before the judge, who, according to one ver- 
hIos of the legend, was lier folher, and Just such a cruel 
pagaa as the futlier of St. BBTbaia. i. She is bound 
to a pillar, and scourged ; thcscene is a guard-room or 
ptiEon, with soldiers in iho backgronnd. 5. She ia 
seated viitb her hands bound, and lias all her teeth 
pulled out by an executioner, 6, She kneels, and a 
soldier behind is about to strike olf her head with an 
Euce. This predella, separatod, as it often happens, from 
the principal sabjcct, is now in the ■' Accademin dolle 
Belle Arti " at Florence. 

It is necessary to obeerre that St. Apollonia has a 
pur of piDcexs, and St. Agatha a pair of slieora, which 
in some of the old pictures are not well diBcriminated. 

The Martyrdom of St. Apollouia is sometimes found 
in the chapuls dedicated to her. She is generally bound 
to a pillar, and an executioner stands near ; I haie 
tiBYcr Been him in the very act of pulling out her teeth, 
except in ooe or two coarse miniatores. In the duomo 
Bt Milan, which docs not abound in good pictnres, oua 
of the best is Frvcacciuo's Martyrduoi of St, Apollonia 
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Tub Seven Slebpbbs or Ephesus. 



DcRixa the peraecnlioa under tlie Emperor Deoiaa 
there lived in the citj of Ephesns Eavea young Hl'^n 
who vere Christiana ; tlieJr anmoa were Moximian. 
Malchus, Mercian, Dion/si us, John, Seraplon,and Con- 
KaalJDe ; and as tliej refused to oSl-r sa^rilite to [ho 
idols, tbof v/ere accused before the Iriliniml. But ihaj 
fled and escaped to Mount CicUaii, where tliey hid 
thDmsolres in nuave. Being diecovereU, the tyraut or- 
dereil that thay should roll great stanes to the mouth 
of the cavern, in order that lliey mii;h( die of hunger. 
They, embracing each other, fell asleep. 

And it came to pass in the tlilrlicth year of the 
nign of tho Emperor Theodosius, that there broke oat 
that dangerous heniay which denied the resarroction of 
the dead. The pious emperor, being greatly oUtieted, 
retired to the interior of his palace, putting on sack- 
dbtb and coverint; his head with ashes : therefore God 
took pity on him, and restored his faith by bringing 
back these jiut men to life ; wliich came to pus in Ibis 
manner. A certain inhabitoat of Ephesus, repairing 
10 the top of Monut Cmliaii to build a stable for hia 
ottle, discovered the caveru ; and when the tight pen- 
etrated thereiD. the sleepers nwoke, believin;; that their 
■Inmber had only tasted for a single night ; tliey rose up, 
tind Malchus, ana of the number, was despatched to the 
dty to purchase food. He, advancing csutiaualy and 
htifaiij, beheld to his astonishment the imago of ths 
cross aarmounting the city-gale. He went (o another 
gate, and there ho found another cross. He ruhbeil bia 
eyes, believing himself still asleep, or in a dream, and 
entMiag the city he heard everywhere the name of 
Chiist pronounced openly ; nnd he was more and mora 
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confounded. Wbon be repaired to tlio baker's, he of- 
leml iu papnenc an iLnrion.c coin of iJie lime of the 
Emporor Dcciiu. uid Uicj luoked at him witli astonish- 
ment, lliinLing that he had fonad a hidden Ixcagiiie. 
And wlion they accuBcd bim, he tuew no[ what to le- 
p1;. Setting Ilia confosion, thcj boand him and dnigged 
him tbnjugb the Blreetn with roatumel; ; and ho looked 
raanil, Bcckin^i; some one whom he knew, Lnt not a taea 
ill all the crowd wo* familiar lo iiim. And Wing 
brouglit before tlie bisliop, the truth was diucloKd to 
the great aroaiement of all. The bishop, tiie govemot, 
and the principal inliabitanta of tlic city, followed him 
lo the entrance of the cavem, where the other six youths 
were round. Their fates liad the fruslitiess of roaes, and 
tliQ brightaesB of a holy light was around them. Tho- 
odosios himself, being informed of this great wonder, 
hastened to the cavern, and one of the slpcperl aaid to 
him, " Believe in us, Etupcnir 1 for we have been 
railed before the Day of Judgment, in order that thou 
mighiesE trust in the resurreulion of tlie dend I " And 
having said this, tliey bowed their heads and gave up 
tb^ spirits Co God. They had slept in their cavern 
for one hnndred and niDcly-sii years. 

Gibbon, in quoting this poetical fahle, observes that 
the tradition may be traced to within half a century of tlie 
supposed miracle. About the end of the sixth century, 
it was tramilated from the Syriac into the fatin, and wu 
spread over the wliole of Western Chrialendom, Nor 
was it confined lo the Chnstinn world. Mahomet has 
introdqced it as a divitio revelation into the Korsti. It 
has penetrated into AbywinijL It has been fooud in 
Scoudiniiviu : in fact, in the remotest regions of the Old 
World, this singolar tcadilion, in one form or anotbet, 
appeara to have been known oud accepted. 

The Seven Sleepers of Ephesua, extended iu thdr 
cave side by aide, occur perpolnally in tlie miniatures, 
ancient sculplorc, and stained glass of the thirlcenlh 
and fourieonlii centuries. Thus they are represented u 
the liie2c of the Clmpel of Edward the Confessor ■ 



THE SEVE.y SLEEFEKS OF EFHESUS. 

WcetmiBBter. In i^nGr&l tbe namo of eacb 
over bis head. "They oittj palmi as martjrs. I have 
never seun them with any other atiribuica, bat in ihe 
Gennan " Icouographie " it is eaid (hat " in an old rep- 
resentacion," not otherwise described aa to age or locsl- 
i^, Ihe seven elecpen are thus individ nail zed : — John 
and Conatantine bear each a clnb, Maximian has ft 
knotted ctub, Malchus and Marcian liave axes, Serapi- 
on a torch, and Dionj^ins a large nail. What these 
altribaica ma; signif/, — whether alludiog to the trades 
Ihey exereised, or the kind of mortyrdom to which they 
Rtm condemned, but did not eulTer, — in not cxploioed; 
and I have never met with any effigies thus discrimi- 
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. CECILIA and St. Catherine present 
thomsclvis bofore tlio fancy as iho ratiEca of 
Christian poetic art; — the former preaid- 

■ ver mnsic ond song, iJib latter over lit- 

e and ptiilosophj. In tlicir chRnicler of patron 
aaiata, wb might ihereCbre expect to find Ihcin oftcncr 
combined in llio Bamc pitlurc ; for llie appropriate dif- 
ference of exprcHtiioti in each — the graTo, inlellectosl, 
contemplative dignity of Si. Calherino, and the rapt in- 
■piration of St. Ceciiia — preacpc the most beanliliil 
contrast that a painter coaid dcEirc. It is, however, 
bnt setdom that we find them logether : wlien gronped 
with other Bainte, St. Cecilia ia (^ncrallj- in cDDipaaion- 
Biiip with St. Agnes, and 8l. Catherine with St. Bnr- 
heXA or Mary Magdalene. To noderEtand this appar- 
ent anomalj vie mast hear in mind that, while Ihe Greek 
patronesses, St. Catherine, St. £uphcmia, St. Barbara, 
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ST. CECTLIA. 1J5 

St. S&rgsrct, Hro ranowncd tbrooghoat all ClimCGD- 
dom, (lio Four Ghbat Viboins or tkb Latih 
Church (for anch is iheir proper dcflL(;naiio»). St. Ca- 
rilU, St. AgDCB, Sc. Aj^ha, and Sc. Luoia, ars almost 
entirely cDaltnGct to Wcstcni Art, and fall nmurally in- 
to companionship. Of these, the Iwo firat were Roman, 
and tho two Infl Sicilian, mnrtyra. 

The beautiful legenil of St. Cecilia is one of the most 
Endenl haaded down to as by the early Chnrch. Tbo 
veneration paid to her can be traced back to the third 
century, in which »ho is supposed to have lived ; and 
there can be little doubt tliat the main incidenta of her 
life and martyrrlom are foDQilod in iiict, though Dii^ed 
up with the usual amount of niarvele, parables and prs- 
cepCa, pootty and allegory, not Ihc less atlraclive *nd 
proiirable (brcdiiieatiou in timca when men listened tnd 
believed with tho ondonhrinj; faith of children. In inis 
as in other instances, T shall make no attempt to supa- 
mte historic truth from poetic fiction, but give lh« le- 
gend according to the ancient version, on which [ha 
painters founded their representatioas. 

" St. Cecilia was a nohle Roman lady, who lire4 in 
tho reign of the Emperor Akxnndcr Bevorns. Hor \ ir- 
ents, who secretly professed Christianity, brought linr up 
in their own fcith, and from her earliest childhood ulre 
mu remarkable for her enthusiastic piety : she carried 
night and day a copy of tho Gospel concealed within 
the folds of tier ro'ie ; and slio modo a secret but solemn 
TOW to preserve her chastity, devoting herself to liea*T3n- 
ly things, and shunning tho plcasarca and vanitied of 
the world. As she excelled in music, she turned her 
good gift (0 the glory of God, and composed hynina, 
which she sang herself with auch ravishing sweec:iess 
that even the angels descended from hearen to listen to 
her, or to join their voices with hers. She played iin 
all instrumenls, but none suffic-cd to breathe forth that 
flood of harmony irith which her whole soul was fillcJ ; 
tlierefbre she invented tlie organ, consecrating it to Ilia 
service of God. 
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" Wlicn «iie vbi ftbont ajxtcen, her paicnti marned 
her 10 k ynunt; RmnaD, vinuoiu, rich, ftcd of nolils 
birth, iiamcd VuleriiLn. He was, liovever, eliU in the 
dirkncBB of tlic old religioD. Cecilia, in obedionra to 
her parenn, ai^'epted of the husband thej had onlaiaed 
far her; bat beneath bcr bridal robcg she [rat on a 
coitne garment uf punance, and, aa ahe walked to tbo 
temple, renewed ber vow of chaality, prajing to God 
that efie might have strength to keep it : — and it ao fell 
out ; for, by ber ftrvenl eloqiicoco, the not only per- 
wuded her husbiuid Voleriim to respeet her vow, but 
coaverted Mm tu the tme^th. She told him that she 
hod B gnardian nnfcl ulio WDti-bcd over her night and 
day, and would sutfer no earthly loixr to ipprouch her : 

Thjt wHh grta.! love. Hhcthfr 1 ifate or >lMp, 

And when Valerian desired to gee this angel, ahe sent 
him to seek Iho a^cd St. Urlinn, who, being persecnted 
by the heathen, hart aoog-lil refuge in iho catacombs. 
After listening to tlio instruction of that holy man, the 
conversion of Valerian wkb perfceted, and he was bap- 
tized. Bctnming then to his wife, be lienrd, aa Ira en- 
tered, the moat enchanting music; and, on reaching 
her chamber, beheld on acigct, who iiaa standing near 
her, and nha held in hia hand two crowns of rosea gath- 
ered in Famdise, immortal in their freahneea and per- 
fiima, hut invisible to the eyes of unbelievers. With 
these he encircled the brows of Cecilia and Valerian, u 
they knelt before him ; and he aaid to Valerian, • B&- 
canae tboa host followed the chaate coanael of thy wile, 
and hast believed her worda, ask what thou will, it shall 
be granted to llioc.' And Valerian replied, ' I havo A 
brother named Tibtirtiua, whom I love aa my own EOul : 
grant that hia eves bIho may ho Opened to the iruth,' 
And the angel replied with a cdestial smile, ' Thy re- 

• v. Chsnofri — who hM gin™ »n almost lllerilTenion of UiB 
BUiegcDd is the "&e»DdNi>iui«iTBle." 
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qaott, Vnkrian, is pleaaing to God, anil ja slutll both 
1 to His presence, bearrog the palm of monyr- 
Anil tho angol, haTtng spoken ibaso words, van- 
SooD afterwaj^ Tiburdos entered the chamber, 
and perceJTing the fh^granee of the ccleBtial rose^, but 
jt Msing ihem, and koowitig ttmC it wm not the sev 
iQ for flowera, he was astonished. Then Cecilia, tnm- 
g to hiiD, e^plaiocd to him the docn^uca of tlio Gos- 
pel, and dot before him all tliat Christ had done for 
ub; — contrasting his divine mission, and all ho bad 
done and suffered for men, with tbe gross worship of 
idoli, Diade of wood and atone ; and she spoke with 
■adi a convincing fervor, eadi a heaTca-Jnepired ehi- 
qnenca. Chat Tibnrtius yielded at onco, and hastened to 
Urban lo be baptiioil and etrvngthcned iu the faith. 
And all three went aboot doing good, giving alms, and 
encouraging those who ware pnt lo death for Chriet") 
pake, whose bodies they buried honorably. 

" Now there wa« in those days a wicked prefocf. of 
Home, named Almachius, who governed Iu the ctcper- 
ta't absenca ; and be sent far Cecilia ami hor hiutnnd 
•nd brother and commanded Chem to desist &oia tiM 
practices of Christiail charily. And they said, ' Hotf 
can ita deiusC from that which is our duly, for fear of 
anything that man can do onto as ? ' The two hrolhen 
were then thrown into a, dungeon, and commitlcd to the 
cbarga of a centurion named Maximus, whom they con- 
' Tertod, aad all threo, refusing to join in tlui aacriflce to 
Ju)uler, were put to death. And Cecilia, liav lug washed 
ir bodies with hor tears, and wrapped Ihem in her 
lea, buried them together in tbc cemetery of Calbo 
:■ Then the wicked Almachius, covetous of the 
wealth which Cecilia had inherited, scut for her, and 
commanded her lo sacrifice to the gods, threateuiuf; Iier 
witb horrible turtorcs In case of refusal ; she only smiled 
In KOra : and those who stood hy wept to see one so 
young and so beautiful persisting in wliat tltey termed 
obstinacy and rasboess, and entreated her to yield ; bnt 
1, and by her eloquent appeal so touched their 
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bcflltB, thut Ibny persons declared themselves Chrf»- 
linus and rexdv to die vilh her. Then Almaehius, 
BEnii'k with terror and rage, exclnicned, ■ What art thoa, 
woman ? ' and she anaircred, ' t am n Roman of Dobte 
nuv,' Ro said, ' 1 ask of tlij retigion ! ' Bud sho mid, 
' Tlioii lillnil one, llioa art already anawered ! ' Alma- 
chine, more and mora enraged, commanded that tliej 
■hoalil i:arr7 her back to her own house, and till her 
both wilH boiling water, and raiat her inlu il ; but il hod 
no more eflect on her bodj than if she had batheil ia a 
fiesb spring. Then Almachina sent an esecutioner ro 
pel liBr to death with the sword ; but bis band trembled, 
BO that after heTing given ber three wmnda in the neck 
and breast, bo went bis way, leaving her bleeding and 
half dead. She lived, however, for the apace of three 
days, which she spent in prayers and esbortations to 
the eoDrcMs, distribtiting to the poor nl) she possessed; 
and she called to her St. Utfcan, and desired that her 
house, in which she then lay dying, shonld be converted 
into a place of worship for the ChristiBDe. Thus, Ml 
of feith nnd charity, and singing with her sweet voicB 
praisea and hymns to tite last moment, sho died at the 
end of tliree days. The Christians embalmed her IxMly, 
and she was bnried by Ucbaii in the same cameierj with 
her bosbond." 

According to her wish, the house of Cecilia wbb con- 
secrated aa a church, the chamber in which she suSered 
martyrdom being refjarded as a spot of peculiar sancti- 
ty. Tliere is mention of a comicil held in the church 
of St. Cecilia by Pope Symmachus, in the year SOO. 
Afterwards, in the ironblcs and invasions of the liarba- 
riona, tltis ancient ctiurch fell into rain, and was rehnitt 
hy Pope Paschal I. ia the ninth century. It is related 
that, vrhile engaged in this worii, Paschal had a dream, 
in whiefa St. Cccilin appeared to him, and revealed ths 
spot in which sho lay baricd ; accanlingly Bearch was 
made, and iicr body wbs fbnnd in the cemetery of Ca- 
lixtus, wrapt in a shroud of gold tissue, and round her 



ST. CECILIA. 



ftet a linen cloth dipped in her Wood ; ncnr her 
the romHins of Valerian, Tlburtins, and Maxi 
which, togelhsr witli hers, were deposited in tlio 
chnrch, now St. Cecili»-in-T™»teTere. The little room, 
MntAining her bdth, in which she wis mnrdcred or moi^ 
tjred, ii now a clmpel. The rich freacoa with which 
it wits deeomted are in a state of attur Tuca frum aga 
and damp ; bat the machitieij Ibr heating tiie batli, the 
pipes, the stQTSB, yet retaajn. This chureh, having 
BgRiQ (alien into min, was again repaired, and snraptn- 
oualy emhellishod in the tuste of the Biiiccnth Mninry, 
hy Cardinal Sfbndcati. On this occasion the earcoptin- 
gos coDCaining the tiody of St. Cealia was opened with 
great solemnity in the presence of several canlinnls and 
dignitorioi of thn Chnii*, among others Cardinal Baro- 
nioB, who has given as an cxatrt description of the ap- 
pearance of the body, which had been bnried by Pope 
Paschal in 820, when exhumed in isgs. "She was 
lying," says Baroniiia, "within a coffin of cypress 
wood, enclosod in a marbla aarcDphBgns ; not in the 
manner of one dead and hnricd, that is, on licr buck, 
but on her right side, as one asleep ; and in a very 
modest aUitade ; covered with a simple stofF of taflety, 
having her head honnd with cloth, and at her feet the 
Tommns of tho cloth of gold and Bills which Pope Pns- 
ehal had found in her tomb." Clement VIII, ordered 
that the relics should nmain untonctied, inviolate ; and 
the cypress eoilin was enclosed in a silver shtine, and 
replaced ondof tho aftar. This re-intcrment took place 
in presence of the pope and clergy, with great pomp and 
aolemnity, and the people crowded in from the neigh- 
boring towns to assist at the ceremony. Steiiino SCa- 
domo, wIki was then in the employment of the Cardinal 
Sfbndrati aa sculplor and architect, and acted as his sec- 
retary, was not, we may suppose, absoot on this occa- 
sion ; by the order of the Cardinal ho e.\ecutcd the 
beautifnl uid celebrated stsine of ■< St. Cecilia lying 
dead," which was intended to commemorate the attitude 
in which she was fbnnd. It is thus deacribud iiy Sir 
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Cbarira Bell : " The body lici on ill side, the limlM 
k linio drawn up ; the handi uro dolimtc atid fine, — 
they are nut lockvd, bat rroued ax the wrieCB : the arms 
Kre gtrvlclied out. Tho dn-peFj is besndlDllj modetled, 
&nd modestly cavers the limbs. The head U enveloped 
in linen, bat the genenU form ie Ecen, and the anist bos 
Miolrivcd to convey by its pobillon, thou(;h not offen- 
■irely, tliat it is separated tram the body. A gold dr- 
del is round the neck to conceal the place of decolla- 
lioD(?). It is the EUtue of a lady, periwl in form, and 
affix'ting from the resemblance to reality Iii tlie drapery 
of whito mariilc, and the unspotted appearance oF the 
Btdtne altogether. It Ues as no liiing body could lie, 
and yet correctly, ns the dead when left to expiro, — I 
mean in tho gravitHtion of.^o limbs." 

It must be remembered that CedUa did not sufier 
decollation ; that bor head waa tat separated from the 
body ; and the gold bond is to conceal the wound in the 
neck: oihenviH, this description of the statue i^tcm 
exactly with tho descriptiao which Cardinal Baronius 
has given of the body of the saint when found in 1599. 

Tho nmamenls round the slirine, of bronze and rara 
Mid precious marblea, are in the worst taste, and do 
not harmoniM with the pathetic simplicity of the figure. 

At what period St. Cecilia came to be regarded as 
the patron saint of music, and accompanied by the 
musical attributes, I cannot decide. It is certain thai 
in tlie ancient derotional icprescntations she is not to 
distinguished; nor in the old Italtbti scries of sulyects 
from her life have I found any In which she ia Bgmed 
OS singing, or playing upoti inatruments. 

Tho oldest reprosentation of St. Cecilia I have met 
with is a rude picture or drawing discovered on the wall 
of the catacomb called the cemetery of San Lorenzo. 
It is a half-length, with the martyr's crown on her head, 
and her name inscribed.* 

Next to this is tho colossal mosaic flgnro to the apsis 
of her chnrrh at Rome. Tho com|)osilion in one of tha 
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most majestlp of these grand devotional groups. In 
tho peniro iXuaili ilio Redeemer ; the rij-ht hniid, raised, 
gives tbo benedictioD in t)ia Uruek muancr ; in [!ie led 
be has a. mil of writing : on hia led hand Btanda St. 
Peter «it)i the keys, beyoiiil him St. Cecilia with a 
citivn in her hand, and her huaband St. Valerian : oa 
the right of Christ ia St. Psal, and beliiiid him St, 
Agatha, with a crown on her bead, and Fopo Paschal 
I., by whom tlie edifies was dedicated. The dale of 
this raoEaic is about 817. 

Tho third iu point of antiquity to which I ran rcfbi 
is aa undoubted picture of Ciniabue, painted fur the 
old chnrcb of St. CGcilia at Florence (now destroyed). 
She id here qnile unlike all our conventional ideas of 
Iho yoothful and beautiful patroness of music, — a grand 
matronly tigure seated on a. throne, holding in one hand 
the Gospel, in the other die palm. The head-dress is 
a kind of veil ; the drapery, of a dark blue, which has 
inmed greenish from age, ia idispoacdwith great breadth 
and timplicity : oltogelhor it is as sotcma aud striking 
as the old moeaic. This picture stood orer iha high 
altar of her church, and around it ore eight small cotn 
partments representing scenes from her lite; the inci> 
denn selected being precisely thoao whirh were painted 
in tho portico of her church at Rome, and wliicii ia the 
time of Cimobuo existed entire- 
Previous lo the bc^nning' of tho fifteenth century St 
Cecilia is aeldoin seen witb her musical inalruments. 
She has eenarally, wiion grouped with other martyrs, 
the palm aad the crown of r^ and while roacs, with 
occasionally an attendant angel. But St. Dorothea has 
aluo the palm, the crown of roses, and the uo^l ; it 
is thorefbro necessary to o!>3erve, first, that Dorothea 
generally carries a book, while St. Cedlia, when sho 
has anything iu her hand besides the palm, has a scroll 
of music ; secondly, St. Dorothea, besides tho roses on 
her bead, has lie^nently rosea in her hand, or in a 
basket; thirdly, the atigel attendiug on Cecilia carriea 
a garland, or some musical iostruoient, while ilia aiigul 
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■tiondiog OD 6t. Durothoa curiei fruit and Bowen in ■ 
liuknl. When ■ci-umpMucd by her musical utribale*, 
Kl. C'wilU i* enntlj diuiiigiuftbed ; she is in general 
ridilj drcued, wearing jewels, or a inrbati on her 
bead, wlwn *t« diKs noL wear her wrealli oT red und 
whiu roMs, — ibc rows gatLured in parxliee : she holds 
tlie palm and miuic id her hand ; an orgau or toms 
oibcr niusiral iu«munonl it placed near Iter. Some- 
litDBa she is toBL'hing the cni^ii, and singing to ber own 
occuinpiuiiincnt ; or ehe ia playing on the viol ; the at- 
•endaut angel near her e-itlicr holds the scroll or the 
palm, or ha crowns her with roses. 

The most colebnted of ibo modern rqiresontatiDai 
of St. Cecilia, is patroness of music, is tlie pictm« by 
Kaphaul, painied bj him lor the Kliar-piece of her 
chapel in the choTL-h of fian Giovanni-in-Monle, near 
Bolc^a. SliD stands in the contro, habited in a rich 
robe of golden lint, and h^i huir confined by a band of 
jewels. In her hand sbe bea/a a Bmall organ, — but 
seoros about to drop it aa alie looks up, listening with 
6Cilalic GXprcKsion to a groi^i of angeb, who are sing- 
ing above. Scattered aud broken at liar feet lie the 
inBlmments of secular music, the pipe, flute, tabor, Sx. 
To Iho right of St. Cecilia atands St. Paul, leaning oa 
his sword : behind him is Bt. John tlic ETangelisI; vrith 
the eagle at his feet : to the left, in iront, the Magda- 
lene, as already dcscriliod, and behind hex St. Angastine. 

B^ihael's original dnnring, engraved by Mare Anto- 
nio, has always appeared to me preferable to the finislied 
picture. The sketch ia from the siluplo, beautiflil figaia 
of the St. Cecilia. 

Sir Joshua Beynolda has giren us a parody of this 
fiunons picture, in iiis portrait of Mrs. BillingtOQi but, 
instead of llie organ, lie has placed a music-book in ber 
bands : a change wliicli showed both Itis laslo and his 
judgment, and lent to tbu boirowod %ure an original 

• It E>" DccuiDD alH (a Ike bipp^ cainpllDiFDt ptid to tlx 
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We wilt rom now to u Gi^'mMi St. Cecilia. In ilic 
piotura by L. v. Leyden, in the Manli^h Gsllerj, aha is 
Btanding, magniRraDtlf attirQcl in a vialut-calurud tunic, 
Bod over it ■ crimsoa mantle ; her hair trauml y'nh a 
small jowcUed tnrtaHi | a little angol, with friezled hair, 
much lilie a wi|^, Hustains ■ Bmall orf;ui, on wtuuh 
she playa with one hand, blowing tho bellowa niih the 
other. The exprcsaion of the fiioe aa aho listeiil, ropT, 
to horawn gwi^at imutc, ^ — ^thu odd but poeti^^al u)nce|)- 
tion, — and the vivid aplendur of the coloring, are very 
remarkable. The tignra IM about one third the aize of 
life. 

By Uorollo we have two beautifbl repreaen lotions of 
St. Cecilia as pBtronfsi, Biwnded by olhvr saitiu. 

I. Sbo etandi in llie centre of the picture, holdiog 
the organ nader her left ana ; wiib the rij;bC ahe em- 
bracca St. Luda : on the other side staada St. Barlmm 
grantfnliy Uaning on her tovier ; St. Agnea aud St. 
Agatha are seen behind, aad the Holy Spirit desceadt 
apoQ the groDp from abovo. 

3. In die picture in Sau Giorgio st Verona. Hera 
tha composition is raned. St. Cecilia ia ia ihu eontrH, 
crowned with rai»a, and allired in magnificent red dra- 
pery ; aho lODta up with an expreaaion of adoration , 
the organ and acroUs of music are at her feel. On the 
right are St Lm^ia looking down, aod St. Catherino 
looking up ; on the tefl, St. BBibara, also looldng up, 
and St. Agmss with her lamb, looking down.* Both 
iheaa picturca are full of chanKtor and expression ; and 
here St. Cecilia is not only patronesa of music, but pa- 
trou aainc io a, more general Bud exalted seose. 
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Bomctimes a dramatie Idling bw bctm given lo tbess 
rcprc«cnuitiDTis ; for ioalanee, where St. CcciJia u pla;- 
ing to llie Virgin, Bnd St. Anlony of Padua is listening, 
■« ID ■ picture by Garofdo. Aguin, where St. Cecilia 
it seated before an organ, M^red la tiio rich Flureniine 
costume of the aixtocnth centnrj ; near her sunda &I. 
Catherine listening to the heavenly slmins of licr com- 
pantoQ : OS in B pictare by Oinlio Campi.* In s com- 
lioailioD b; FannigiaDO she is plajing on tbe spinet, 
whith is held before her by [wo nngeli, — an idea which 
■ppeaiB to havB been bocrowed by Paul Dclaroche. 

Domenii^ino wus Bi, liome on tlie occtuiion of tho 
opening of tbe eartophi^^ of St. Cecilia in the reign 
of Clement VIU., and wbcti the diacovery of the relice 
enlira had kindled the popular entliusiagni lo an ex- 
traordinary degree : during- the next half-century there 
were lew artistB who did oat attempt a St. Cecilia ; bat 
Domenicbino led the way. He painted set single Sg- 
nrea of St. Cecilia as patron saint Of these, one of 
the most boantifiil is the half-length which reprctenis 
her in rich drapeiy of tIoIM and amber, croniicd with 
red and white roses ; an angel bearing her palin h seeD 
behind, and an organ to the left ; she holds a scroll of 
music in her hand.t Tbe noble air of the head, aud 
the calm inlcllcctual expression of the features, seem, 
however, better suited to a St. Catbeiine (ban to a SL 
Cecilia. She ia here B great patron saint in the gen- 
eral sense, and the attributes serve to individualise her. 
In the pictnro in the Louvre, an angel stands before her, 
holding open the miuic-book, from which she sings, iw- 
companyiug herself on the viol. In tlie Borghese pic- 
ture she wears a magniflcent jewelled lurbaa, and is 
listening with aa entranced expression to the sotig of 
invisible angels. 

But, in exjyreiafum, Lord Lansdowne's DomeDichino ex- 
ula aU the rest ; and here St. Cecilia combines tho twt> 

* Cmnaiu. E. SigtimoDdo. 

t It vu In the eullpclicin of Mr. Wclis of Ri:d-lp»f, md Ihert It 
a Bne engiaving bj Slmrp. 
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cbaractera of Chriitian martjr and pacrDoesa of maaii:. 
Her tunic is of a deep red with vrliita eIggvcs. and on her 
head bIib wears a. kind of whjta turbun, wliii'ii, in tbe art- 
Icaa disposition of its folds, recslla the linen head-dress in 
whiuh h^ body was found, luid no doubc was ialcndod 
to imitate it. Silo holda ttie riol gnwefully, and yoa 
almoel hear tlie tender tones ehe draws from it ; slio 
looks up to bearcn ; her expreesion \a not ecstatic as 
of one listening to the atigels, but devout, tender, mel- 
anehol;, — aa one who anticipated her fate, and was 
resigned to it ; sba h listening to her own song, and 
her song b, " Thy will be done I " 

1 might cite many other beantiful examples of St 
Cecilia oxhibitad aa patmnosa of mnaic, but the anbject 
ia one which needs no interpretntion. It is a frequent 
and appropriate dccomtion on the doors of organs. I 
remember an orjptn on the inner doora of which were 
painted, on one side St. Gregory teaching; tlie vhoris- 
tera, on the other St, Cecilia singitig with the angels. 

She is very seldom represented in devotional pictures 
w the vii^n-martyr only ; hut I remember one strik- 
ing example ; it is in a picture by Giubo Prococcino. 
She leans back, dying-, in the arms of an angel ; her 
hands bonnd, her hair dishavelled ; tha countenance 
isioed to hearon, full of tender, enlhnsinatic faith : one 
angel drawa the weapon from her breaat ; another, weep- 
ing, itolds the palm and a wreath of roses. This pic- 
ture was evidently painted for a particular locally, be- 
ing on a high narrow pane!, Iho figure larger than Ufe, 
and the management of tho space and the foreslionen- 
ing very skilful and fine.' 

I know not any picture of St. Cecilia deeplag, except 
Alfred Tennyson's ; — 

^Ther^lD a cinr walled dtfon the tea, 
Keu Elided l^'ela-plI^e9— lier hkir 
Bnuid vlUi rhm n»te ~~ ulcpt Hi. OeeUj ; — 
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\trjr\ittmaig\ — but the roMS bnuighl froin pora- 
dilo (Iwalil be ml and uAtfa, (Tmbolkal of lovn Mid 
pnrilj, fur in pB»diM ihe two are iiueparablc, and pa- 
rity iricboot love ni imporaihle tu lovo witboiu parity. 
There ii ■ very lovely figure of St. Cecilia by Luioi ; 
■he ftanda crowned with wluie loBea and auemonGB, 
with [fae piJin, and book, and orgui-pipea at ber feGt.* 

Dccachcd scodes from the life of St. CorJIia do not 
often occur. ThoM generally selecied ru^ » the angel 
crawning her and bcr biubond," and ber <■ nianyrdoni." 

The first, wliich ia a most BltractiTS Ealiject, I have 
never eoca well tivatcd ; all the exampln wliii:h bsve 
fallen andor my ootitv en vapid or iheacricid. Tbere 
is one ia the Gallery of Coaut Hairach at Vienna, a 
Venetian picture of the Cti{;!iari school, wbiiJi U iiiier- 
esting : tbe fa<.*ce ore like portrait. 

Hot martyrdora ia represented in two wayB ; slie ia 
wlher exposed to ihu fiames iu bcr bath, at stabbed by 
tbe BKOCQtioner. 

In tlie Illuminated Greek MeDolagy {ninth i^ntnry), 
perhaps tlio oldest existing example, she ia mardeinl in 
her baili ; Valerian aiid 'tibnrtia» lie headless on tbe 
ground. The bntb is often in tbe form of a great citl> 
droo, with flames beneath, and sometiniee we find the 
gapcracripllon (Ps. Ixvi. 13), Per if/imm a uyuum, &c. 
" We went ilirongli fir« atid tluaugb water, bat Tbon 
broughleat us out into a wealthy place." 

There can be no doubt that tbe so-called " Martyrdvm 
of St. Ffiicila," engraved alter Kaphael by Mare An- 
lonio, and oue of his £neat prints, is tbe Manyrdom of 
St. CcdUa, and tliat the two lieadless figures on the 
groond represent Valerian and Tiburtins, There ok- 
isls a wood-cut ef Iha aame compoaition, exectitcd be- 
fore the death of Enphaol (al)out 1517), insuribud ■' the 
Martyrdom of St. Cecilia," which seems to set the qucs- 



^.^ 



BT. CECILIA. 107 

hi plunge his airord JaU her boaom ; tha orgnn ia is 
the badigroiuid. a violin and a tiook Ho near her, nJid 
an as^l dv^'uudi from above wilh a wreath of roses : 
as ia a muoh-pmiBed picture bj Riminaldi, painUid for 
(he chapel of St. Cwtlia at Pisa.* 

The compoBilion bf Pouraia is votj fine and itrO' 
malic. Ceiiilia tuu rcueivcil her deaih wound, and ia 
djinjj ou the marble floor of her polaee, supjiortcd in 
the axait of lier womea ; St. Urbiui and oi!ji:ra stand 
bj lamenting. Here, as well as in Donienioliinu's 
froKO, two woiwin ojre iwcnpicd iu wijiing up tha blood 
which flows tram her wounds. The introdu<![loa of 
thia digagTocablD and RupcrBooua incidcut oiay \x ac- 
cooDled for by llio tradition tlut the napkin Elainod 
with her blood was found in tlie catocomla at ter feet 

The Alartyrtlom of St. Cecilia bf IjonuUo Spoda, in 
the Saa Miebele-in-Boaco at Bologoa, ia inuDh prgjacd 
bj Tjnin Slie is exposed to the flames in her bath : 
" — BOH vnJuBOBCotiBenievioacechBiaaio nuniudorauh 
taion." It is DOW scarcely visible. 

Ia (he MuDJch Gallery is a half-length St. Cecilia at- 
tiibuLcd to Leonardo, but not by him ; which ratber re- 
minded ma, in dress ajid acraiigcmcat, of the Giovanaa 
d'Acra^Oiua iu the Louvre. 

The lifb of St. Cecilia treatod as a series aSbrds a 
nnuber of beautiful and dramatic subjects. Tliere ore 
several eKamplea, aome of them femoua in iho history 
of Art. The roost andcnt of wliicli tliere is any men- 
tion is, or rather mu, a set of frescos paioted ia the 
portica of her cliun.'Ii at Roioe, supposed to have been 
executed by Uyziuiiiuu painters, iu tliu ninth century, by 
order of Pope Paschal L Tliesa were utterly deeiruyed 
when the church was rebuilt in tha sevoniccnth century, 
with the exception of one compartment ; but eon-ect 
EOfue* had been previously made, which c^sl in the 
library of tlic Bnrlierini Palais The series comprises 
the CJlowing subjects : — 

• Hunan, PUU Ptl. 
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I. The marriage fesit of Vnleriin and St. Cedila. 
3. Si. Cecilia Kat«d id disooano widi bvt hugband. 

3. Valerian niouna bie horse and goes to sevk. St 
Urban, i. The bapdfm of Valerian. 

5, .1^ angel crowns Valerian aod Cecilia. 6. Cc- 
dtia pniactica Co ihc gunnlH. 

7. SliG it exposed to the flames in ber bath. 8. Her 
roariyrdom. 

9. Slic ia laid in the tomb. 10. She appears in a 
»i*ion 10 Pope Paschal. 

Tho compartment containing the lust two sotyicts 
remains entire, and is fixed againet the wall in the in- 
terior of her chnrch, lo the right of the high altar. 
Pope Paschal is wen nsleep on bis throne with his tiara 
on his head ; tho saint stands t)cfot« him, and appears 
to b« revealing the place of her bnrinl in the cHtaronibs ; 
on tho other side the Same Pope ie seen with his atlend- 
anu in the act of lading her body in the Karrophagns : 
the Blory is very expressively liiough artlessly told * the 
style Groco-Il*lian. It is worth roniarfcing, thai St. Ce- 
cilia here wears a head.^rcsB like a turban, and tliat 
vhen her body was fband her head wfta liound in folds 
of cloth. As great attention was drawn to these re* 
maiu3 just when DonieoichiDO and others of the Ca- 
raeci school ncie pointing At Rome, tlie idea majharo 
been tlius Buj^estcd of repreEenting her in a son of 
turban, as wo see hor in so many pictures of the soted- 
Iconlh century. 

On each side of the %nre of St. Cecilia hy Chnaboe 
(already dcBcriltcd) are four small subjocts from herli^; 
the scones sclect&l are the same as in tho old frescos of 
Pope Faecbal, but the treatment is widely diSiirorl. 

1. Cecilia, seated at a banqnet with three others, 
and five attendants, of whom two are playing on the 
tabor and pipe. S. Cecilia, seated on a couch, con- 
yetses with her husband Valerian, who stands before 
her. She is exhorting him to observe the vow she 
had nuulu lo heaven before her nuptial vow to him. 3. 
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Urtmn bnptiitos ValeriBO. 4. An angel crowns Cecilia 
and Tulorian. 5. Cecilia conrcrtB Tiliunins. 6. Co- 
cilia pniaclieB to lliu people. T. She ix brought baforc 
the prefect. 8. She is put into the tiath full of boiling 
water: three executioners anrroaod her. 



Franda, aaaiittcd by Lorcnio Costa, pointed tho life 
of St. Cediia ia tea compartmeDts round tlie walls of 
her ch^wl at Bologna. The huilding ia now ttoso- 
cratod, and rorins a kind of public passage leading 
from one street lo another. The only tsinipartmCQt 
in tolerable prcservHtloa is tbo scene of the marriage of 
St. Cecilia and Valerian, chturujag for simplicity and 
expression : she secnia lo ehTink back reluctant, while 
her tnother lakes her hand and plania it in that of 
Valorian. In the sams soiios, Uriiaii inatrui-ting Valo- 
lian, and the alms of St. Cecilia, both by Lorenu) 
Costa, are very beaatitnl. Of the other compartraCQM 
only a figure here and there can be mode out. 

By Pinlurcchio there is a series of five sraoll pic- 
tures from iho lifa of Sc. Cecilia la the Berlin Gallery. 

Lastly, there is the scriea by Domcnichina, celebrated 
in the history of Art. A alio-rt time efter the discovery 
of the relics o( St. Cecilia, a. chapel was dedicated lo 
in the churdi of San Luigi at Rome ; and Dome- 
liino was employed to deeoraio it with tho history 
of the saint. 

The story is lold in fire large compositions. 

1. Cecilia distributes her possessions to the poor. 
She is ID the backgroaod standiog on the tennco or 
balcony of her house, while a crowd of eager half-naked 
nretchos ore seen in the fro'nt ; twcnly-two figures in 
bU. It is a rich dramatic composition, but the atten- 
tion, instead of being concentrated on the benign saint, 
i« distracted by the accesaariea, atnoog which are two 
Dangh^ boys quairelling for a garment. This is surely 
■ disctinl in point of scnlimenl. S. An sagel crowns 
' h roses St. Cecilia and Valerian as they koccl ou 
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each m'de. 3, Si. Canlia rofuies to iafTifim lo idol*. 
4. Her mutyrdum. She lies wonnded to death on 
•otne nutrble steps; — her attitude vcrj gracrfhl and 
pathetic. St. Utiian looks on pitying ; tvo women ore 
wiping np the blood. In all, fifioen fifiirei. 

On the ceiling of the ch&pel is the apotheosta of Ihs 
niol. She !g carried into heaven b; aog^lg. One 
bean the organ, othera tha sword, the pnlm, and tha 

On tlia whole, St. Cecilia ia not bo fr«iiient a anhjeet 
of painting as we might have expet-ted frum tlio beauty 
sad antiquity of her legend. Slie ia seldoni seen in tlie 
old f reach worlia of An : she haa been a fiivorite with 
tlie RomBD nnd Bologneao ichools, hue t'omparatirely 
nuglocted by Venetian, Spanish, and tiennnn painters; 
and in point of general po-pnlarily she yiuida both to 
Si. Calheiine and St. Barbara.* 



Si. AoMfls, YiBoin and Mabtyiu 

£iil. Btuca AgwL I'aJ. Bant' Akhch. S^a. SbdIb Ids. Tr. 

The legend of this illnatriouB virgin is one of tho 
oljcit in tbe Christian Church. It is also, in its mun 
poittts, one of tlio most authentic, Bt. Jerome, writ- 
ing in the fourth century, informs ua that, in his time, 
the fame of St. Agnes was spread through all nationi, 
and that homilies end bymiiB, and other ctliieions in 
prose nod verae, liad been written in licr honor in all tan- 
guages. Her tender sex, her almost childish years, her 
beaoty, iiraocence, and heroic defence of her ciiBality, 
tha high antiquity of the veneration paid to her, have 
all romhined to invest the person and character of St. 
.Agnes with a charm, an interest, a reality, to which Iho 
most sceptical are not wholly iiuionaible. 

* We h*n nn olunha In Xnflud dedluted to hn ; one it 

AdUook, ill BiulEi. ud auutber it Wau SUuny, iu Murtulk. 
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The t^iend docs noE (ell na who were her patenti, 
nor what Ihcir rank in life, bat takes np her hisEorjr 
abrupily. Thns: — 

■■ There livod in the city of Rome n mairten whose 
name was Agnes (whether this nama was her owd, or 
given lb her hecnuse of her Umb-Iihc nieekneas and in- 
nocence, docB not srem cleaj). Showas not moro tlian 
ttiinesD ^rears old, bat waa filled with sll ppoH ^fla of 
the Eolj Spirit, h&ring lored and followed Christ Groin 
lier inroDC]', and was as distingiiiahed for her grariom 
sweetMBS and hnmility ns for hor gnrpesBing beauty. 

" It chanced tliat the son of the prefect (^ Rome 
beheld ber ono day as he Todo (hrongh the city, and 
becnme violcatly enamored, and desired to have lier 
tot hit infe. He aakeit her in marnago of her paranta, 
bat the maiden repelled all his advances. Then he 
binu^t rich presents, brnraleCs of gold and gems, and 
rare jewels and prociona ornaments, and promt«ed her 
bU the delights of Che world if she would consent to bo 
his wife. Bu[ she rejected him and his giOs, saying', 

'Amy Tttim me, tempter \ for I am already beCrothed 
to a lover who is gniater and faJn^r than any earthly 
Buicor. To liim 1 hare pled^d my Aiilh, and he will 
crowo Me with jewels, compared lo wlrich ihv gifts are 
dross. I have tasted of the milk and honey of his lips, 
and the mnsic of his divine voire hos sounded in mine 
ears : he is so faa that the sun and moon are tnvished 
by bis bconty, and so mighty that the aDgels of heaven 
are hb sorvania ! ' 

"On bearing these wonls, the son of the prefect was 
eejzed with such jealousy and rage, lliat he went to his 
home and fell upon Ids bed and became sick, almost 10 
death; and wlion the pbyaifiaiiB wore called, iliey said 
to the fiilher, ' This youth is sick of unrequited love, 
and onr art can avail nothing.' Then tiio prefect 
questioned his son, and the yonng man confessed, sny- 
ing, ■ My lather, onlesa tboa procure mc Agoci! to be 
Rty wife, I die.' 

"Sow tbe prefect, whose uamo was Scmpronius, 
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tender!/ loved Ills ion ; and ho repitired, wcefiing, to 
Ajpioi luiil to her pan.iiB, nod twioughl tbcm to accept 
his son : bnl A^dcb nuiilo llie Bsme answer at before, 
BOd llicprarect«B«aiig«n»t to ttiiok thatuiotiier sliuutd 
bo preroTTcd before hu son, and he inquired of tlie neij^h- 
bon to what great prince Agnes was betrothed ! And 
one said, ■ Knowcst thon not that A^^oes ha£ been A 
Christian from her infancjr apwords, and the hnsbauid 
of whom she speaks it no other than Jeeus Christ?' 
When iho prcfbct hoard this he rejoiced greatly, for an 
edict had gono forth againsi the Chrisiiaiis, and he 
knov that she was in his powor. Es sent for her, 
therefore, and said, ' Siaco thon art so resolved against 
on earthly husband, thou shalt enter Iho service of the 
goddess Vesta.' To whith Agnes replied with disdwn, 
' TLinkcBt thou that I, who would not listen to tliyson, 
who yet is a man, and can hear and sec, aud muvo snd 
Bpcak, will bow down to vain images, which are but 
insonsibla wood and alone, or, which is worse, to the 
demons who inhabit then T ' 

" When Sempronins heard those words ho fell into a 
fury ; ho threatened her with death in the most liideons 
fonns ; he loaded her tender limbs with chains ; and 
ordered her to bo draped before the altars of the gods ; 
bat she remained firm. And as neither tcmptotioD ik» 
the fear of death could prevail, ho thought of other 
means to vaoquiah her resistance ; he ordered her to be 
carried by (brco to a pUcQ of in&mj, and exposed to 
the most degrading outrages. The soldiers, who drag- 
ged her thitlior, ati'ippcd her of her garmeals ; and when 
she SBW herself thus oxpoaod, she bent down her head 
in meek shame aud prayed ; and immediately her hair, 
which was already long and abundant, became like a 
veil, covering her whole person from head to foot ; and 
those who kiokcd upon her weie seized with awe and 
four as of somothing sacred, and dorud not lift their 
eyes. So thoy shut hor op in a chnmhor, and she 
prayed that the limhs that hud k'cn I'onBocralisl to 
Jesus Christ should not be dishonored. And snddenty 
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ff before ber a wbiw and shming garment, with 
she clothed herself joyfnUj, pniisiug God, and 
tayiog, • I llumk thee, Lard, tbut I am fimnd wortliy 
lo put OD lliu (^tueat of thy olevt 1 ' And tbe H-hole 
plate was filled Hith miracaloiu light, brighter than die 
■ua Bt Doondaj. 

" BuL meantime the young SemproDiDS thought with- 
in Mmself, ' Now is thia proud maidun eubducd to mj 
will.' 80 he vamB into thecliamher ; but tb« moment 
be RppronGhed her he was struck with blindness, and 
la in convulaionl. Bad "wne carried forth as one 
His tiither and hia mother and all hia relations 
ran ihither, weeping and lamenting, until Agnoa, melted 
to compaasion by their tears, and moved by that spirit 
of charily which becamo the espouseil of Christ, prayed 
that he might be restored 10 health ; and her prayer 
waa granted. 

" When Somproniua saw thia groat miraclB, ho would 
&iD have saved St. Agnea ; but the people, instigated 
by the priosw, cried out, ■ Thia is a sorcoreaa and a 
witch, who kills men with a look and reaton^ them ti 
life with a word ; — lot her die 1 ' And tlic tumult in 

tite prefect, being uTraid, >>ent one of bis I 
deputies to judge the maiden. 

" As the people persisted in their clamorooa criel 
•gwnfil her, aud as she openly and boldly professed her- 
•olf a Christum, the doputy ordered a pile of fagon 
Id be heaped together, and a fire to be kindled, and they 
threw Agnca Into the midat ; but when Ihcy looked to 
■M her consumed, behold the flames were suddenly ex- 
tinguished, nnd she stood unharmed, while the execu- 
!ia around were alaia by the fores of llie fire, which 
bad 00 power over her. 

But the people and the idolatrous priests, instead 
of Hoing in this miracle the hand of God, cried out Iha 
more, '8heisa«orcere8B,BndniuBidiel ' Then Agnoi, 
Ykising her hands and her eyes to heaven, thanked and 
^tleaaod the Lord, who bad tliaa openly asserted hia 
and defended her innoceneo ; but the wicked 
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dopatjr, indted bjr ihe Inmulc of the people, nnd f^aN 
in^c tat himwIC comnmnded ona of the exetntiDoets to 
McKiiil the p)lB and end ber wich the aword ; whic^ ni 
done : &nd alie, looking sUndGuil; op to heuyen, yield- 
ed up ber punt spirit, and foil baihed in liur blood. 

" Her parents and her reltiiives took her bodj and 
rarrM it, ireeping and sin^og iifmitt, to the cemetery 
•utaido the titj. oa the Via Nomentana ; and there the/ 
laid hor in a tomb. And da7 and night the Christiaoi 
Hwmbled in that pUco to oRiir np tlwir de*otiona. 
And It happened that, on a certain day, aa lior pueni* 
with inanj otbere were praying by hor aepalchre, 8t> 
AgneK bcnelf appcBrcd bcrore them, all radiant of aa- 
port ; bj her aide was a lamb, whiter tboa the driven 
•now. And she loid, < Wwp not, dry your toaw, and 
n^ico with PXFcGding joy ; Ibr me a throne is propared 
by llie aide of Hira whom on eanh I pruferred to ail 
Mh«ra, and to whom I am united forever in heaven.' 
And having said lha«e worda aha vanished. liien the 
Cliriuian DKHimera wiped away their tean, and re- 
torned to their boueea nith joy and thanksgiving." 

St. Agnea is the favorite aaint of the Bomnn wotoen ; 
the traditional ruvcrcnco paid to her roomory has been 
kept alive even to Ibis liaur by tbsir local aaBociationa, 
and by the two fanions chnrrhea at Home bearing her 
same, one within and one withonc the walla. 

Tho flrat ainnds on tlw wmt side of iho PioEm Na- 
TOna, on the very eput whiire aloud tho hooae of inA>- 
niy to which alie was dragged by the aoldiera. The 
chamber which, for her pntserVBtion, whs filled with 
heavenly light, has bccnme, Irom the change of level all 
over Rome, aii well ua cho position of the eburch, a 
aabterraucHn ctll, and la now a ^apel of peculiar lanc- 
tily, into which you descend by lordi-lighi. The floor 
retaina the old mosiiic, and over thn alcnr ia a baa-relicf, 
nprcsanting St. Agnos, with clasped haiiiU, and cov- 
ered only by her long tFesses, while two ferocloua aot 
diera drive her before them. The npper cbnrcb, a* a 
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piere of ttrrhiCertDra, is branliJuI. and ricli in prociom 
nurblcfl aail antique columne. Tbe works of lut ai* 
bII mediDcro, and nf the Bevcnceenth century, but tht 
(latoe over her Bltar has conaidcrable degam'o. Often 
have I seen the steps of this church, and the cimrch it- 
self, so crowded with kneeling worahippeiB al matini 
uid vespers that I coald not make my way among 
thorn; — priticipally llio women of the lower ordara, 
iritb their dial^i and market-bankets, who had come 
there to pray, through tlie iotercesHoa of the patron 
aaiat, (at the gifts of tneckaesa and chastity, — gifts not 
■bounding in those regions. 

The other church of St. Agnes — the Sant' A^ 
»ee beyond the Porta-Pia — is yet more lotenating. 
According lo the old ImlitioD, it was erected by Con* 
■tantine (Jia Great, at the earnest request of his dnugh- 
ter Cotwlaniia, only a (bw year* after the death of Ap. 
nes, and lo eommemorate tlie spot in which she wM 
laid. This has been contcovertod, but it remnins cei^ 
tain that the church was in G3S on ancient ediflcc, and 
U thU time restored. Ni>twitlisbindli^; many aul>se- 
qoent renoi'ations, it retains its antique form and mott 
of ita antlqae decorations, and is certainly one of the 
moat remarkable and Tencrable at the old chnrt'liea at 
Boma. So deep below the present level of the soil ii 
tbe floor of the cbnrth, that wo have to descend into it 
by a Si^ht of marble steps. The alalue of the wunt, 
c^ brooie and oriental alabaster, stands over the high 
Altar : beneath it ia tbe aarcophagos containing her rfr 
maina, — more authentic than sudi relics usoally are. 
The mosaic in the apsis (a, o. 645-638) reprcscnti 
lier standing, crowned, and boliliti); a book in her hand, 
in the Byzaatino manner. Out of tlie earlb spring 
flowen, and a sword lies at her feet ; botli in allusion 
to her martyrdom. On the rigiit is Pope Hoixirius, 
liolding the chnrch ; and on ilw other aide, fope Sym- 
machus, holding a book. 

So ancient ia the worship paid to St. Agnes, that, 
vext to the Evangelists and Apostles, there is no saint 
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wbon cfflg; i« older. It is foand on the andcnl glnsa 
•nd tnnbonware resscts used hy [lie Christians in Iha 
earlj pan of the third renturj, with her name ioBcribed, 
which IcKVCB no doubt of her identity. But ndlher in 
these images, nor in the mosBJc, is (he lamb introduced, 
whii^h in Inter limes has Veome her inseparable attri- 
bute, as the patroness of mBidons and nuiiilenlj' modestj. 
She beam the palni as martyr, — setdom the book. I 
have seen her Jiolding a hranch of alive toeelbcr irith 
the palm, and sometimes crowned with olire. 

As her cfRgies are not easily mistaken, and abound 
in every form and every Bi-hool of Art, I shall confine 
myself to a few celebrated examples. 

1. She is ofteti looking down meekly, as in a beauti- 
fol and rare engraving by Martin Sclioen. 

2. As martyr. She is seated, partly veiled, holding 
her palm in the right hand, with the other embracing 
her lamb, and looking up with a mild, trusting faith ; 
the dtspery amber and violet : as in a picture by An- 
drea del Sarto in Iho Dnorao at R&a. It is the bead 
of his hcauiiful but worthless irife, more idealised dian 

3. As martyr, she presents her pabn to Christ ; as 
in a pifltiro by Titian in the tcuvre. 

i. As patroness of maidenhood, she pnsents a nnn 
to the MadontiB ; as in a lovely picture by Paul Vero- 

5. In the altaT'piece by Damenirhino at Windsor, 
she etauds Icnning on a pedestal, in Iho likeness of a 
young girl of about tweiva or thirteen, magnificently 
attired, and her long hair confined by a tiara; ber 
hands are joined in snpplicnlion, yet she loots up lo 
heaven is one trusting and assnred; at her side an 
angel eoreasos a lamb ; another angel descends from 
above with the palm: — a splendid picture, well ro- 
mumbered by ail who have visited the Windsor collee- 
tion, and univeraally known by tin famous engraving 
of Strange. I do not admire it, however; — it is not 
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In character; it ia too crgal, too sumptuous, too tri- 
umphauC; and the portrsil-Uke head, and ruthcr heav;' 
Sgars, deiicicDt allogclhei' ia ideal aauutity and eleva- 
doQ. Tliera is a tradilioa that it is the portiait of the 
mist's daughter. 

DumeDichino professed an espedal Teneration for St. 
Agnes, and was oftco called apoo I0 paint bcr. Be- 
tides the single figure at Windsor, he painted for het 
church at Bologna the famous Martyrdom whii'll is now 
n tliQ Gollerj tbeni. Tha saint kneels upon tliu pile of 
fagots ; ihe fire has just been eittinguislied l>7 divine in- 
terposition i two of the eKecntJaoers lie pniatratc on ths 
ground ; a tliird has seized her tinir, and, drawing back. 
lict head, plunges tlia aword into her bosom: tlisre oro 
■everal spectolors, and among them the usual group of 
frightened women and children. Abovu, the heaveoa 
□ in glorf, and Christ delivers to an angel die palm 
: crown which aro to recomponio the martyr. This 
xm, whicb han always been, reckoned amongst the 
most celebrated productions of the Bologna school, as 
K ma^rpium of dramatic arraajrcmont and expreasioii, 
me sovereignly displeasing. In the Iirst place, 
is something not only shocking, but poaitivelynn- 
Dalnral, in the stupid, brucat indifiereuce with vthich the 
exacationer slaughters the yoaog and beautiful saint. 
a murder, and not a martyrdom, whioh we ses 
ns ; — the women who look on ought to fly, or 
Ikide their faces, from such a spectacle. To complete 
fbe discordant feeling, and in contrast with the cold- 
blooded horror of the lower part of ths picture, we ba- 
Iwld a choros of angola piping and Addling up in the 
■ky, with the moai uiisympathi^lng self-complareuoy. 

The Sfcrtyrdora of St. Agnes, by Tintoretto, in the 
6. Uaria deU' Orto at Venice, [s treated like a theatri- 
is a flight of atops, on which are a 
tumber of apoctatom, and on the summit is the saint, 
tneeting, attired in virgin white, and prepared to re. 
e tha stroke of the executioner. 
!W same subject by Jobbob, at Madrid, " contain* 
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•oniK hcantilU Raphaeleaqne bcadi." I kuow not boir 
llw (iciion it reprcwntol. 

With St. Alctm is ntmeljines introduced facT friend 
and fiwtpr aiawr ErmentiaiiH, who was iioued b«caius 
the rupnj<eil tliG pag^DS for their btrtiarilj^. 

Oiher aulijms from Ihe tilb of St. Agnes tnngt oi'cor 
nrcly. I ramenilier but one ; she nstoras the son at 
SemproniaB to life. The vision of the gloriliod saint 
to the Christian moarnera appean to mc rapable of the 
most bcaiiUrhl treatmeat, lint I have not met with one 
example. It ia generally as the patron saiol of inno- 
c«nr«, or aa the virgin mort^, that St. Agnei is broug'ht 

Richnrdaon describes a picture of b joung mint 
kneeling, and protertod ftom yiolonto hj the appari- 
tion of an angel, wtio fills the whole chamber with 
lit;h[. He calls the subject St. Cecilia, hut it is evi- 
dently 8i. Agnca. In his time this pictora was in the 
Burgheso Palace, and attributed to Comiggiio. I have 
DO recollectioa of suuh a pictnra. 



St. Agateca, Virgin a 
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" There dwelt in the cily of Catania, in Sicily, 
a certain Christian maiden wboao name was Agalha. 
In those days reigned the emperor Deciua, who had 
su^nHlod hia predecessor Philip ; and, to moke it be- 
lieved by all that he had put him to death out of great 
aeal and for being a Ctirisdan, not from motives of 
amtutiuo, thia Declus seol bis emissaries chronghout 
the empire to oppress and persecute tlie Christians, and 
many were put to death. And to Sicily Dut-ius sent 
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his rreatnre Quiiitiiuias, &nd maije him king over Cha 
wholu iilutul. Not long had Quintianua roignEil in 
Sicily wlien lie heard of ibe great beauty and perfei-tioa 
of tba miuden Agoilui, and he wot to Iravo her bronght 
before him ; and be tempted her with rich {ireaeiits, and 
flMioriei, and pmraiEea, but slio rejcctni all with dis- 
dain, Tliun Quialiaoiu lunt for a courtesati, tiomcd 
Froodiuii, who lud nine daughters, more wicked and 
abandoned tiian Imrself, and be delivered Agatha into 
Iheir bands, and he said, 'Suhduo this damiel to my 
will, and 1 will give ye great riuhea.' Then Froudisia 
look Agatha home to her house, and kept her there for 
thirty-three days, and tempted her with great promises, 
and flattered and ciuoled liQr ; and seeing ihla availed. 
SOI, they pergecDtsd hir day aud night : but hei' heart 
was fixed as a roL-k in the faith of Jesus Christ, and all 
their promiaos uid all thoir threats were aa the empty 
air. At the end of thirty-three days, Frondisia re- 
turned to Qointianna and said to him, ■ Sooner shall 
that sword at thy side become hke liquid lead, aud the 
rocka diuoire and flow like water, tbaii Che heart of 
this damsel be subdaed to thy will.' Then Quiulianul 
in n fury (.'ommandDd her to bo brought to him, and 
said, ■ Wiio, and what art thou, aadaeious gitl ! ' And 
Agatha replied, ' 1 am a (reo woman, and the servant 
of Jesus Christ.' And he said, ' Dost tlioa ciill lliyself 
&M wlm art constraineil to serve 1 ' And alio said, • I 
am the hundiamd of Christ, vhom to serve is perfect 
freedom.' Then Quintianus said, ' Abjure ihy master, 
■nd servo our gods, or I will liaro thee lortorad.' To 
which St, Agatha replied, ' If thou sliouldst throw 
me to tlie wild beasts, (be power of Christ would ren- 
der tbQDi meek as lambs ; if thou sliuuldst kindle a 
fire (a consume ma, the angels would quench it with 
dews from heaven ; if thou sbouldst tear me with 
sconrgee, th« Holy Bpirit within me would rentier thy 
(ortures harmless.' Then this accursed tyrant ordered 
Sl Agatha u> be bound and boatea with ro^la ; and ha 
commanded two of his ilaTes to tear her lender bosom 
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tTUi!ll}'«ith itoii atiCBis; and ss her blood floired A»tb, 
■he laiil to him, ' O thna tjnmt I ihuncst lliou not m 
traat mc *a, — ihoa who hiut be«n nonrislird and M 
Irom the breast of a mother 1 ' And this was her onl; 
plaint. Tlien >ho waa carried from the plki;c of tcHtaie 
inlo > dark duii)i:con. And obont midnight there came 
to her a man of a fair mid venerable aspect, carrring 
in hilt )inn'l a vaw of oinlment ; and before him woJIied 
a juurli bearing a waxen torch : it was the bolj apusllo 
pMcr. Mnd the youdi was one of the angcliof God ; bat 
St. Agaiha knew it not, and auch a glorioiu light Gllcd 
the priMjn, that the guards were ter/xA with lerror, 
and tied, learing tlio duor open. Then oaiDe one to 
St. AgnlliH and cried, < Arise and tly ] ' But s)ie 
said, ■ God flirlid timt I should fly from tnj crown 
of mnrtyrdotn. and be the occasion that my keepers 
should suffer fur my fliglit tonurcs and dca^ : I will 
tiot H/ 1 ' Then St. Foter said lo her, ' I am come to 
hoal tho!, O my daughter 1 ' But she drew her v«l 
more closely over her wounded bosom, and replied with 
Tirgin modCBty, * If it be the will of my Saviour Christ 
that I should be healed, he will hinuelf heal mc.' St. 
Fcter answered, ■ Fear not, for Clirist has sent me to 
minister to thoo I' So he ministered to her, restoring 
with celestial medicines her mulilaled bosom, and her 
body lorn with stripes; and when he had dooe so, bo 
'vanished, and St. Agatha knelt and blessed the power 
at Christ, who bad visileil her with this groat mercy. 
'■ The rage and fury of Quinlianus not being ap- 
peased, he sent again to have her brought before him, 
and being astonished to behold her restored, he aud, 
' Who hath healed thee ? * She replied, ' He, whom I 
oonfi«8 and adore with my heart uid with my lips, 
bath sent his apostle and healed me and delivered me!' 
Then Quintianns ordered a great Are to be kindlod, and 
they bound the holy maden hand and foot and flung 
her upon it; and in tlint Hnoment a terrible earthquake 
ensued, which nuidu the lity qunkc, and the people ran 
armed to the piiluce, and cried out, ' This has tolloa 



Dpan Ds bemnae of (he Bufferings of thia ChrisCiBn dam- 
■el 1 ' and they thrraioncd, thai if Quintianus die! not 
desist from tormeiiling her tliey would lium him in hia 
palace with all hia bmily . So QoinCianug ordered her 
to be taken from the flamea, and again caat into tha 
dnngaon, acorched and ia miserable pain ; and alio 
prayed tliat, having tlioe far suSi;red and proved her 
Buth, aho might ho permitted to »cc the gloiy of God ! 
which prayer was heard, for her pure apirit imroediatoly 
dopaned and Bweadcd to etomsl glory. TIio Chris- 
is who dwelt in Catania came to the prison and cur- 
ried away her sacred remains, and emhalmed them, and 
buried her Viith great devotion in n tomb of porphyry. 
"Now you shall know thaC nigh to the ctly of CatOr 
a in Sidly there is a hui^ monntain, apd on the 
tnmiC a voat leaping chasm, wljence are Toniited fira 
id unoks : tho blessed St, Giegory saith that it ia one 
of the mouths of hell, but the people call it Mon^bcllo 
(Mount Etna). In aboat a year after the martyrdom 
3t. Agatha, this mount^a opened itself, and thcra 
flowed forth a etream of fire, ponsnuiing all before it ; 
and the inhabitants of the dly of Catania, men and 
nen, Christiana and Pagans, fled for refum to tho 
tomb of the martyr Agatha, and taking her bilken veil, 
which lay upon it, they tixed it on the top of a lance, 
and went forth in long pror«ssion to meet the torrent 
of fire, which had already reached the walla of ilio city ; 
but it pleased Gud that by llio virtue of ihla ssicred relic 
the flie was tamed aside, and tho monnluin ceased to 
beliovr, and ttiere was calm. On beholding thia great 
miracle, all the heathens who dwelt in the eily were 
convened to tho fatlh of Christy and received baptism."* 

When represented as patron saint, either as a singlo 
flglue or grouped with other aainla, St. Agatha bcnra 
in one hand the pnlin, in tlio other a diith or salver, on 
wliieh la the female breaet, in allusion to her nntrtrr' 
dom: if alio wear the crown, an in some earl; it prescn la- 
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tion*, 1l ia the train] af Ih« hride and nwrtTr of Chrut 
The shean, Iho insimmeiK or her miel maityrdani, ars 
lometimca in her huid, or bestflo her. She geiiorall]' 
warn A lon^ veil, in alluniott to her iogend. 1'ho ex- 
pn»iioD should be thst of tmyest^ na well as modesly. 

OiiT the high altBT of her ohnreh at Brcscui u a 
Urgu pirtnre by Caliato da Txxli, ropresenling St. Aga- 
tha auapendcd on a rroei. She is di«ucd in a dark 
olivc-grcen tunic; the uttitiiile fine and simple; snd 
tho e:i|irEuiiin of complete 'but dring iwignation in the 
licftd moat IotvIj ; the maaner of iier aufferlng iodi- 
(Ttted by a few gpota of blood on her boaom, whieh, 
however, ii dclicaielj- veiled. At the toot of the croui 
•tand St. Peter, St. Paul, and two martjr Titans, — I 
think St. Luda and St. Boi'bora. 

The alrorioua snbjert of her martyrdom has lieen 
toldom rcpTC6Cnt»d, and ia rarely seen pKhibited in any 
diurch, perhaps liecauw of the eflect it is likely to pro- 
dnco on the feelings and fancies of women. In Bpilo 
of all possible discretion on the part of the painter, 
nnd CTcry nltcmpt to poften the circiunswnctjs, linsy n- 
maiu in the higtieiit degree horrible and revolting. Shu 
is usoolly bound to a pillar (in the early represenia- 
tiona atways to a crosa), nndraped to the waist, and on 
each side a slave or execationer with a pur of ehear^. 
Tho moat tiimons picture of tliia Babject is that of So- 
baslian del I^ombo, painted for the Cordimil of Arn- 
gon, and now in tho I^tti Palace, on which are Uviehcd 
woaderfhl powers of expression and eolor — as it it 
said — for I never conid look al it steadily. Vandyek 
also has treated it with horrible Ibn-e and tmth, and 
both ttiesu painters one might addro^ tin roproui* 
which Sc. Agatha addressed to her Cormeotoi'. I 
gome pii-turea ahe ia merely bound and preparing for 
the torlnFe, the bosom bared, and liic eyes uplifted witlt 
»n expression of devout ftith and resij.Tiarion ; ■ as la 

• Thi flna bead by DnmeidcihlDii. In the »ll«t!aii of Lad Bll»> 

pulrooMs, 3u Agom, wboao bmotn wm trauaatcd bj i awort. 
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tfw noble rresco h^ Fanni^^o, and in tvo oiher com- 
positions hy Campi nnil t>y Ticpolo. la llio Dnomo at 
Verona, tlioro ia an altsr in uiarlilo dodieated to Sl 
Agatha. At tlia lop ehe is on a croas, »afiering her 
crael niartf rdom, an BXDcutianer with ihe shears ou 
eauh side ; beneath, she lieg ia Ihe tomb, wilh her long 
Tcil giacerully thrown over her ; [he wholo treated 
vriih ginguki elegance and g^xxl tasw, and more ea- 
duralilo in scnlplore than in paiuling. 

" Sl. Pcler healing Sc. Agatha in prison," is a sub- 
ject sometimoi met with. The scene in a dungeon ; 
8l. Agatha lies extended on the ground, her drapery 
drawn over her bosom. Tho apoatlc, a rencrabte man 
with a long white heard, beads over lier, a vaao of 
ointment in his band, and bCEiile lutn a box tike a 
medidne chest, uoutaiuing rials, &c. ; a youth (or an 
angiel) beats a torch. This is tho obvious and usual 
treatment, al^hlly varied ; anil it wonlil be a IcauliM 
auhject if Ihe associations wero less intensely painfnl. 

Among the remains of Art relativo lo St. Agolha 
mny be meationed the rabUrranean chipol al BlBiUii 
According to a tradition of the island, the ground once 
belonged to her family : it ia carved out of the living 
lock, and the walls coTOrcd with frescos, containing at 
kaU twenty-four figures nearly life-size ; most of them 
bavB peeled off the eiirfaco, hut those which remain are 
of extraordinary beauty. The style is that of tbu early 
Tuscan school ; the date, aboot the middle of tho flf- 
teenih century. 



fiiK- BL tone, or lucy. 5V, Stt, lace, or Lada. Patrmmiot 
Ifae dt; of Sxrvcqse. PHlraDCu a^tut sIL dliwiKa dF the cya ; 
and pUron uint ot tbo liborlDg poor, Dec 13, x. n, 303. 

" WuBs tho wicked Diodotian, and Ihe yet more 
wicked Maximian, ascended tlie throne of the empire, 
they sent as goyemor to Sicily one of r 
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man mIiI to *11 evil, muncd Pucastni. At that tims 
Hum livvil in the city of SyraruBe r noble nnd vinuotu 
damaol, whoM name was LAcia ; her loolher t>cinK a 
«ido«, nuned Euiychia. Lnda, who bad been earlj 
innroctnl in ChrisliMiiej, aecrecly dodicaicd bcr maid- 
mIhkhI [q Jteat Chriit ; but faer niother did not know 
il, m\i, »t tlio »ge of (bnrteon, Lucrin nas betroibed !i)- 
bcr relationi to a youib of the same dly, noble and of 
gnwi rii'lica ; but he wia a pagan. 

" Now it happened that tho mother of Lucia bad 
long lufturcKl from a grievous disorder, aad her daughter 
counnellcd her to make a pilgiimnge to the [omb of the 
elorioDs virgiti St. Agatha, assuriag bar that by her inter- 
cesiuon, and the power of Cliiist, ihe would Krlainty be 
ttstured to health. Accordingly they jonrneyed logetlicr 
10 the city of Catania, and wMlo praying fervently be- 
side tho tomb, for the reaianlion oT her tnoihcr, Lncia 
behold in a vision the martyr St. Agatlia, wlio appeared 
to Iicr, siuTOandnl by a cliotr of sDgcU, ilad in pre- 
CLona Btoncs, and brighter than llie Ban, and said, ' 
nj BiBtor-lmndmaid of Chrja[ E well w% ihou mlled Lu- 
Fta, who art indeed a light and a tnitror to the iBilhfal ! 
What dost thoa ask of me which shall not be grants 
to ttiitie own faith and sanctity ! Behold I thy toother 
in from this hour healed ; and a^ the ciry of Catania 
has been through me defended, so shall the vity of Syr- 
acuse bo for thy sake iavorod and protKled of heaven.' 
When Lada heard these words, she awoke from her 
vieioa with groat Joy, and found her mother heated ; 
and she porauadcd her mother to allow her lo rcmait: 
unmarried, aod moivovcr entreated that her dowry 
might he given to the poor. Her mother was troubled 
at this request ; but she B.nswered, ' My child, I am 
content ; do with all my possession! ag ^lou will, only 
let me die first, lest during my lifetime I bcconie a b^ 
gar.' Whereupon Lncia smiled, and said, ' Of a cer- 
tainly, O my mother, God hath little care for thai whicli 
H man dedicates lo Ms service only when ho can no 
longer enjoy it himself. What doth il profit to leave 
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moEher, being atrai^k with these words, Raid, ■ Do us 
llion wilt, mj daughter.' So Lucia boIcI all ihcir poa- 
Bessions, and guve ihe monej to the poor and the sick, 
and the widows Siod the Drphana. And when the joaag 
man to whom she was betrothed saw this, he was en- 
rngod, nnd he wont nnd denounced her to the governor 
as being a ClirlBtian : so PasmeJDS ordered her to be 
brought befocB him, and commanded her to sacrifice to 
hia idols ; and wlicn she refused, be ordered her to ba 
carried to a place of shame, and treated with indigitit7, 
and hnnibled to liis will. And she said, ' My body is 
JD thy power ; but know, that there eao be ncitlior sin 
nor Bhanio to whieh the minil doth not consent. If 
thou ahauldst cut oS* mj hand and with it odcr incenae 
to tbine idols, Ood would not impute it to mo as sin. 
Thou mayst not force my will, for that is beyond thy 
power.' Then Puacsains, in his fnry, commaniled that 
they sliould drag her away ; bm, behold a mimclo I — 
fbrwhen these bold and wicked and shameless men ad- 
Taneed to seiio her, alio becatifce suddenly, by the power 
of God, immoTalde. Thej brought ropes, fuslening 
Ibera to her waist, ber arms, and legs ; aod men and 
oxen palled with all their might, hut in vain ; the more 
they pulled, the mora firmly she stood there. Then 
Pascaaius sent for tlie magieians and enclianteis ; but 
(hey also failed, with all their spells and onchantmonta, 
to move her from the spot. Then be ordered a great 
fire to bo kindled around her ; but she prayed iliat the 
fire migiit not harm her, and that the enemies of Christ 
night he confounilcd. Pascasius, seeing thai she was 
not dcatroj-cd by these means, became more and mo[« 
fbnous 1 whereupon one of his servants, to do him 
pleasure, pierced her tlu^at with a swurd or poniurd. 
Thoa she died, and the Christians took her body and 
buried it exaetly on the very spot where she had suf- 
fered martyrdom. There a cliurch wns erected soon 
sticrwords, aud called by her most blessed name." 
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Then b nt mmtioQ here, nor In 0117 of the oldM 
legends, of [ho lou of her ejia. The device of «omo of 
the vtiXj painltTt, to mirrm her name, I^iHa, lyhl, tj 
the rmhlom of >n eye or c^ea plared near her, Menu W 
Lave ginn ri« to tlic iavenlira of this additionBl ind- 
deni in hef »tory : > il^al inntaoce of thui conTcision 
of the imago or metnphor iuto » fiut, which 1 hare so 
often hail orrwion 10 notice. 

The aarj lU (he more modem l^^d ii thus te- 

■' In the dty whctraa the binucd Locis dwelt, there 
dwvll also a joalh, who, hsTing once beheld her, became 
enamored of herbe«ul;, aid, hy messages and promisee 
and i^rllt, he ctaacd not to woo her; but Lucia, being 
a CliriHtian and fbtriDg- God, reeisted oil ihese altucka 
on hot Tinne. Now this yourti, in his letteis and bis 
tender speeches, yma accustomed ro [irolcst that it was 
the hrighmces of her tyta which ioflftmcd him. and that 
it WAS fbr tlie sake of those beautiful ejres he pursued 
her, leaving her no rest, beralue tinse eyes left Hm no 
real, by day or \>j night. Lneia, constdenng these 
things, and calling to mind tlie words of Christ, ' If 
tliine eye ollbnd thee, plack it out, and cast it from tbeo,' 
and fenrini; lest her eyes should be d;e cause of damna- 
tion to the jonng nun, and perhaps also to herself, 
railed for a knifo and took out her beaulifht eyes, and 
rent them to hor lover in a dish, witli iliese words : 
■ Ilvro hast thou what thou hast so much dmired ; and 
fur the rest, I beseech thee, loavo me now in peaca.' 
Whereat the young man, being mterly astonished, and 
fnll of grief and remoreo, not only ceased his pursnit, 
bnt became also a convert of Christ, and lived ever 
aftcrwarila an example of yirtno and chastity. 

" Bat God would not infer that the hleased Lucia, 
having given this proof of her courage aud piety, shonld 
nmiHtn blind : tar one dity, aa she knott in prayer, be- 
hold ! her eyes were reslo rod to her more beintifid than 
bvfol«. And if atiy one doubts of this great mimele, let 
liioi consult the nritltigs of that learuod end p^aisewo^ 
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Ihy mwi Filippo BeiTromctiBO, »nd also of llutt ftmoai" 
Spaniard Don Jiuln Maldonato, where tlicy will Bud it 
all St!! tlown as 1 have rclalt^d. And this ia the rekson 
that St. Luda is invoked aguiiBt blindneaa nnd all diS' 
GosCB of thu Byofl, and that in lior elBgy sha U repre- 
■enlcd bearing two ejca in a, dish."* 

Thero ia aTeraiOQof her legend which represents her 
US having siitfurcd martyrdom by the loss of her cyea, 
and this has somelimoa been followed by (hs punters ; 
liiu it ia DO authority. 

Devotional pictures of St. Lucia bearing her eyes in 
1 dish, or on a silver, are caoiroonly metwith. Aa ber 
syes were borcil out by an awl, she often carries this 
itiEtratoenl in her baud; I liavo aeon her with her two 
ejes on it ai on a akewer ; buC tbie is utterly bad taste : 
neither are the eyea an invHrittblo ataibnte i much raoro 
beantiful, and far superior in eignilicanee and feeling, 
am those flgnres wiiich represent her as enrrjing a flam- 
ing tamp in her hand. When she statids with her lamp, 
'n appears io the charat'tcr giren to her by Dante, — 
Ihe type of ccleatiHl light or wiadoni. She is thus reti- 
rcKcnled in a grai^ful bas-rdicf, hj Luca, della Robbia, 
r the door of her church ax Florence. In an altar- 
;e within the same church she stands on one side of 
the Madonna, with her eyes in a dish ; — this pictorc is 
nimarttablc and interesting, as being the only nndonbtcd 
production of Uumcnjco Veaaziano, who was aaaassin- 
■tcd by Andrea del Caslapno. F. Angclico repreeonta 
ber with her lump, beautiful, fair-haired, and in palo- 
gieon dnipeiy. 

' y Baroccio, St. Lucia presents hoe 
palm to the Mailonna, while an angel hobla her eyes ia 
a cup, and Sl Antony ia in da:p ^]l^diIa[iu^.t 

' nos a sword or poniard in her nei'k ; 
or a mnud in her neck, from which n3'a of Hgki pro- 
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cecd, in ktloaion to her luma ; oc in a picture b; Carlo 
Dolce id Iho Florcdca Gallery. I have not fbnod in 
tlie old mulura rnij cbsrftrterieCic Upc of cxpre«BioD. 

Piclnm trom her liiilorj' arc not romiDonly mel 
with. Id her martj'rdoni sho ■» iNwa with ropcl aboin 
W woist, her ncrfc, her artna ; tana and oxon tea lug- 
ging with all tlicir might in rain : as in tho ancient 
Ineco at Padan. nlitro her air and attimde, to expres- 
«Te of meek confidence, are charming. Or she !i 
bound to « stake, nnd a enldier is about to pierce her 
neck with a Bword : aa in a picture hy Massarolti, in her 
chureh »t Cremona ; Bod in a picture by Pcsellhio, 
where the tyrant orders h-cr execution, and tlie execa- 
tioner pierce* her neck with s poniard.* In her apotho- 
osiu, slie IB borne into heaven in a glorj of angela, one 
of whom carrioB her eyes : aa io a pictow by Falma in 
her church at Vcnice.t 



Id looking biu^k to (he legends or these famoiu Yir- 
pn-Martyre, we cannot but feel that they riHO op io the 
Taney with a distinct individuaiity, which has not always 
— indeed hea but Boldom — been attended to by the 
best painters : in general, when grouped together, they 
are too maeb alike ; nod in the BCparale Bgnres, the old 
painters give us certain abstraetioua of fcminino parity 
and grace, without ranch rognrd to characteristic dis- 



la St. Cecilia, the Roman Lady and the Muse, we 
should have mBJcsty aod a rapt inspiration ; the eyes 
should listen rather than look. 

The cxpreatiioti in St. Agnes should bo extreme sim- 
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plicit; BDd moekneBa, and the girlhood should not be 
fbrgotten : sbe ma; look down. In Si. A^tlin, tbe 
chaTiLCler Bhoald be a noble fortitade. wilh a look, per- 
bsfB, of trustful eupplicalion iot tho power to endure. 
Id St. LiKia slionid previul a calm intollcctital i^xpres- 
Eion ; with ejes aa beaatiful and raTalgent as possible : 
she IB ^e tvpe — not of learning and knowledge, for 
Ibis IB St. Catharine's duparlment — but of wisdom, 
" tbe wiadom from above, whieh ia pni« and gentle." 
ThoB Dante hoa introdund her aa tho mcs^eugei from 
tho Virgin to Beatrice, — 



the gentleneBB, and. tbe "eccAi b^i, lucenii," 
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THE ROMAN MARTYRS. 



ilHE followine martrrs are to be foimd yaou 
I frequentl; In tba Rwmia. clioiches and 
I oF ait. Man/ of them arc exclO' 
1 »ive\j Rnman : thej are. in &et, raerelj' 
lU. fiat et Rome local inSaences fill tba 
mind, at Roma ileelf once filled the nnir«rae. 

The efiect prodai'cd apoa the fancj bj the remaina 
of early Christinii Art, still exiuing within the woila of 
Some, will vaiy of cunraa with the chunicter, torn of 
toiod, uid earlj aeiociatioaB of thow who vieit them ; 
but to none can tbej be wholly Indifferent, and on 
manj they will leave a profbnnd, and even tnclancholj 
imprcBsion. Whether coTncmplBted in connection with 
religions feeling, or relig:iotlB history, they are fiill of 

For myielf, I most say that I knoir nothing to com- 
pare with a pilgrimage among ilia antique churclKS 
Kattered over the Eiiquiline, the Cslinn, end the Aven- 
tins Hilla. They etund apart, each in its solitude, amid 
gardens, and vineyards, and heaps of namelosa raiiii ; 
— here a group of cjpreaBM, fliero a lofty pine or 
lolitaiy palm ; the lulclary saint, perliaps, some Sanf 
AAiUfo, or Sania Bibiaaa, whom wo never heard of 
before, — an altar rich in precious marblts, — columns 
of poiphyry, — the old (rews dropping from the mill, 
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— the eTcrlsBiJDg raloseal mosairs lixAiii^ down m 
colomn, BO dim, ao ipectral ; — tbeac grow apon us, anlil 
UeachsQrDOcding vieit tbuj thomiolves, and the HHaocia^ 
tioni with which They are surrounded, baronie a, pan 
of oar dail; life, and rnii} be aaid to boltow tiuO, dailj 
lile when conaidcred in a ri^tt qiirit True, what la 
most Baored, what is most poetical, ia otten deaccrated 
to the Saacy by tbe iDtrusinn of those [H^»aic realitiea 
which esaily strike prosaie minda; by diaguat at the 
Toolish Stbrications which those who recite theiti do not 
believe, by lying inacriptionB, by tawdry pii;tDrEa, by 
tasteleaa and evon profane restorations; by niiirh that 
•addona, madi Chat olfends, much that disappoiiita ; — 
but tJiOD eo much remiuDs I — ao much lo awoken, lo 
otevaCc, to touch the heart, — ao macfa that will not 
from the momoi? ; so much that niB)[Cs a. part of our 
Bftar-life. 

The pleasure and the intereal that I had in connect- 
ing these venerable and desolatG old churches with the 
Unditiona of the early faith, I would now uharc with 
othcM. And first, in ibitt hollow at the foot of th« 
Esquiline, and near to the Santa Maria Maggiori^, vre 
come upon two ancient chnrchea dedicated to two 
charitable aialera : one of which ia conaidored as the 
first building ever consocraled pablicly for Christian 
worship, — ill other words, sa the most ancienc chnrch 
'n the known world. 



St. Pbaiedeb win St. Piideiitiana. 



Salute FaUDiltDoE. July 11, U&; I», '. D. I-IS. 
T ia related, that when St. Peter came to Rome he 
jed ID the houae of a potriciaQ wlioae name vaa 
PttdmiB, and that, in a short space of time, this Pudena, 
with his wife Sabinolla, hia son Novatoa, and his two 
ghtcra, Proxedea and Pudentiaiia, were converted 
10 the bith aud baptized : eoon afterwards, their pareou 
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■ml brotljen bnni* dotO, tbe rislen were left alone, in- 
horiling gnia,X rScluM, uuang whic^h were certBin public 
baths, and MrenI houM* at the fbot of the Ksquiline. 
At this time l)cgBn the fl rat great perMPution of iha 
Chnrch, in tvhioh St. Peter and mBnj eaiats perished. 
Am) these two aiston, Praxodcc and FudeDtiana, went 
nliout aidin);, and roiDroning, and ennmmging Ihdr 
poorer brethnti. Thcf sotigrhi oat those who hud been 
lorrurv'l and mutilated, roceiied then mto their liouses, 
and ministered lo them ; Oxj Tinted those who were in 
prison, SQiidiDg them food and clothing. Suth works 
of TDSiKj as teudFriy-nurtuTcd women sliriDk from, ihej 
perfonnisd fiMrlcssiy: the bodioe of the martyred Chris- 
tians, which wore cast oat in numbers, without burial, 
they iought for, and rcvercnlty washed and sbtnoded, 
atkd lud in the cavot bencutli tlieir house ; and the blood 
they rolJerted with a spoofie, snd dcposiled in a rertain 
well. In all these things they were assisted by a certain 
holy man named PasioruB. who waited upon them with 
exceeding devotion. Thus they parsed their lives in 
works of piety, daily braving, for the lakc of (heir sofler- 
ing brethren, the power of the tyrant, and the terrors of 
the law, yet by some miracle escaping the fme 10 whldl 
ihoy weio ever exposed : at length they died, etler dis- 
tribndng all their remaining goods to the |ioor, and 
were buried in llie cemetery of Piisciila. Faatorua, 
who unrvived them, wrote a brief chronicle of ihoitTJr- 
tues. The house of Fndens, already sanctified by Che 
preaching of Peter and by the good works of the two 
holy sisten, was consecrated as a place of Chmtian 
worship by Pope Pius I. in the year 141. 

Their charches are among the most inlereeling relics 
of ancient Christian Rome. That of Santa PruseedB 
is remarkable for the poetical significance and richoeas 
of the mosaics execated by order of Pope Paschal L 
abonC the year BIT, when he restored the then ontient 
and ruined church. The decoration of tlie apsis nearly 
resembles that of the elinrch of St. Cosmo and St. Do- 
inisji. The Sarionr, a m^'estic colossal figure, stand* 
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In the miilsC, one hand extended, the oilier holding the 
Gospel as a rol[. On the right, St. Peter pivaeDting 
St. Praxedes ; on the left, St. Foul preiientmg St. Pu- 
deatuma: the two Minu are rielily ilnpi'd, and bear 
crawiu of oSeriuf; En their hands. Farther to the left 
is Been St. Zeno hohling the booh of the Gospel;* last 
on the ri{;ht is Pope Paachal, (he restorer of the cdiflee, 
hearing a church in hit hsacls, nod with the nquare 
nimbus ovur hia head, deuotiag thtit he Btill existed at 
the time, and had not the dignity of soinc Palme 
close the compoaitioa on each aide : oa one of them sits 
the Fiuenix, emblem of Immortality ; bencslh tliia, and 
cunning round cho spsia, are seen Christ as the Lamb, 
and the twelve Apoatlea as ahcep, in the usua! maaner. 
In front of the arch over the tribuna, we have the Lamb 
of God throned, and the glotilication of the martyrs as 
deactihed in the Itovelationa, Lower down, the cldora 
betuiag crowns in their hands : and in front of the areh, 
over the choir, the sama mod/ continued. The heavenly 
Jemsalem is seen above, guarded by angels, Christ 

Handing in the midet: the blessed company of suliiia 
and nunyns are seen in multitudes on uach aide ; soma 
boariDg crowns and some p&lms; all assisting, as it 
were, as witneasea of the exaliatioa of the two piooB 
•nd devoted aistors, who had been tticir rcfugo on earth. 

In the same church arc eotno bad modem frescos 
lepresenttng Pudcns and Sabinella, and in Ihe centre 
is the well which received tbe blood of the martyrs. 
They show among the relics in the sacnsly Ihe holy 
iponge of 81. Praxedes, in a silver shrine, remarkable 
for its execr^le lasto and bad workmanship. 

The chnrch of St. Pudontiana — the more ancienl of 
tbe two — is even mure curious and interesting, though 
the moBaic decoraiions are less rich. This nioaaic of 
tbe apsis represents Christ ia the midst, and on each 

• TbliSt.Zono b not the Bishop of TcranB, who will bs feand 
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Me 8(. PmxedeB and St. PndcniUiia beariog mann 
crown* iu their hands. In gold and grvcn draperr, 
and, u hr fu I nnild anitersUDd, prticnting etvrb 
Ave manj'ra ia white gHimcnu to the Ssviuiir. The 
fnmtvni Hlur^piecc by l^meruidD, exhibitB the im) 
■kaient wiping np the blood t£ iho nianyn ; one gqneoei 
the apungv into » ctip; iha priuit auieting reprueuta 
Posiuriw. Aliove, ia a ^kny, n "im apotheosis of 8l. 
PiMlcniiuua. In the Gacluii Chapel, on (he left, there >a 
■ Dno modem mosaic after the cartoon orPrcdefie Zuc- 
chcru, tvpngeating again the two sisten wifring np tho 
Wood of the glfiughiered raincs. Thoro ia beto another 
well, eonuifilng, as it ia said, the relics of three tbott- 
•and martjTB; an J a modem pirfnre, reprBGenting St. 
Peler liapli^ing Pudena and his family. 

ElsDwhi'iQ I haTB not met with anj picture of these 
enrliesl Sisters of Charitj. 1 hare Boan a jirlul bearing 
the name of Con'eg:^o, representing a heaatirul fetnale 
awDt with Sowing hair and a Tcil ; a cap in one hand, 
and in the other a spotige diitillinf; drops of blood ; 
unilermaih is inwjihcd, '<Slt Pix&aiinm." Of 8l. 
Proxoilos I have nertir met with any eeparatn re|)reiK>n- 
td.^oa. Thero is on ollor dedicated lo her in the 
Cathedral at Milan, which perplexed me till I r«rol- 
leeted that St. Cbarlea Bosomoo h'oi cardinal of fianta 
PraModo.* 

On the other side of the Eaqnlline, and on the 
rood leading fh)m (he Colosseum to the Lnlcren, sur- 
mouDting B heap of sand and rnins, wo coma to the 
church of the " Quatlro-Coronati," the Four Crowned 
Brothers. On thie spot, some time in the tbnrth 
century, were foond the bodies of four men who lutd 
soflered deiapitation, whoee names being then nnknowo, 
they were motclj dislIngniBhod as cohokati, cramwf, 
that is, with the crown of martyrdom. There is great 
obscurity and confusion in the history of tlicse saiiils, 
and their comjianions, the five martjTg, "I Cinqoo Kar' 
■ ace the^'UDnsiLioLcgcndfl-" 



l^_ta 



J 



THE " QUATTEO-COEOSATI." 



H tin." who are honored in the same place and on I 

H lame dnr. It in plain that l)ia oarty psinim did i 

H diiEinguiali tiuun, End theretore I shall not attempt 

I ' 
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Tba legmid ralalea tlut, in the reign of Diocledan, 
BIB liTed in Roma font hrotheis, who wers ChriitUoi, 
and who were cuuniii); arlitl<.-erB in wood and Etone, ex- 
cellLng in ■coJpCnre and oFcliitocliire. " In tJiOHO daja," 
a^ja Gibhau, " erery art aod ercrf trade that was in 
the least concerned in the frsmiDg or odaming of idols, 
tree, ia the upiaion of the ChTiattani, polluiud by tha 
staia of idulatrj ; a severe sentence, ainco it doTotod to 
etarnal minery tha fiir greater pan of the community 
employed in the liberal or mechanical prafiueiDUS " ; 
irhik tiioM who refuDod to profane their art were ua cer- 
tainly condemaed to poverty and etarvation if not to 
martyrdom. And this woa [he fate of the four cronno) 
brodiarB. They Klaaad to exercin their known skit) ia 
obedieaee in ifae umperor, laying, " We cannot build a 
tempirs to false gods, nor shape images of wood or sCaae 
tg esiiian llw MulH Of Diben." Whereapaa bdioo of 
them were scouted, and some were enclosed in iron 
cages aud thrown into thu sea, and soma were decapi- 
tated (Nov. 4, A. D. 400). We are not totd how these 
puitithiaanta were awarded, nor how their names and 
bte wore afurwaiHls revealed to a " miilo haoiuo " : hut 
bot« lUuda tliair church lu witueas to their tonsfieatiuot 
piety and coura^, aud here it has stood lor Ibunoon 
ceotnrias. It k h«id in panicolxr respect by the builders 
and icon&^Dttera of Home, who are die proprietors of 
lbs principal ehapel is It, whiHi is dedieated tu St, Syl- 
TCistsr, while the Donreat attached to the cborch belong* 
to a SiiitorhDad of Charity, who lure the care aod adat 
catioa of deserted orphans. 

ThcM " Btnti Curonati," and their companions tb« 
" Ciuqoe Maitiri," of the same trade, are found not only 
in Roman Art, for I bavo seen them in the old scalp- 
Inn and (tMued glass of Gormany, and, as I remember, 
in a carioiu old piclnrv al Horemberg. They are easily 
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iliMlDgniahnl whml tJicj' in occnr, for thej itand soms- 
tlnrn four, lomelinu* flro, in a row, bearing palml 
with crowns upon their hvtuii, and Torious implement 
of ut. sucli u iho rule, the equue, (he mallet, the riiiael. 
at tlicir fcrt. Si'encs fmni their legend nra tctj iincom- 
mon '- in ifaoaa I hare Mcn, the subjecia selected bavg 

1 . The; icTusG to bnild the idolnimas temple ; tbej 
are kneeling hefore tho eiDporor, holding their imple- 
mcntii in their liunda ; six guarde arannd. S. Thej 
are hoond to four pillars, and tortured. 3. Tbey are 
■hot up in an iron cage, and ca^t into the ses. 

Theae three picturen 1 found in a pcedella, bj AJ&ni, 
highljr floUlied, and fnll of expression.* 

4. Thej aro tjing together in a ssrcopliaens, with 
crowns upon their headi. This gubjed I found io their 
chnrch. 

The names difii;r, and tbeicTore I giro those nsaall; 
inscribed either within their glories or over their licads : 
— ScvcrianuB, Cnipophonis, Sovcrus {or Sectmdns), 
Victorinoe, Clandios, Symphorian, Castorios, SimpU- 



On the other side of this sotiCary lane stands the far 
mora celebrated cliurch of San Clemenle, one of the 
most i»:tnu>rdinary monuments of Christian Rome. 
Here, according to ao ancient tradition, repose together 
the relics of St. Ignatius, the famons bishop of And- 
och, and St. Clbhomt, the fellow-laborer of St. Paul. 
I shall not here give a description of ttiis singular and 
iaCoTcstiog church, the favorite study of artists and anti. 
quan'ea ; It may bo (bnnd in Flattner, Vasi, Murray, 
and every German, Italian, and Enp;tish guide lo tho 
uitiqnitiag of Rome ; but content mvEtrlf with telling 
what they do not tell, — tho legend' of St. Clement, 
whose dwelling stood upon this spot. 

He WEB tlie diiwiplB of St. Peter and St. Paul, nod 



ST. CLEMENT. 
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the third bishop of Home. He is also considered as ons 
of the Fathers of the Church, and tho auaa person to 
-whom St. Paal nlLucIos in hia epistio ta t)ie Philip|)Uns 
(ch. ir. 3), " I ealreat thee, true y oke-lalluw, Imlp tlioEO 
WQUion which labored with mo in the Gospel ; with 
Clemeat also, and witli other my fellow-laliorers, whom 
Damea are in the book of life." 

According to tlie legendary tWey of St. Clement, ho 
presided over tha church at Bome for many years, coa- 
TErting numbers of people to tbe true ftulli, and amongst 
ochWB DomitilU, the niece of the Emperor Doniitia.n, 
and anothec ooblo Roman lady whose name was Theo- 
dora. Throuijh the protection of Domitilla, his life 
was socura during tho reign of Domitiun. In the year 
100, under Trajan, bt^an the third genend persecatioa, 
which WHS tlie more afflicting because this emperor was 
in other respects famous for his bamaaity and Ids justice. 

Tho prefect who governed Rome, during; the absence 
of Trujan on his expcdittou against the Dacinui, com- 
manded Clenieot to be Inonglit before him, and on his 
refiuftl Co sacriSce to the falsa god» be ordered him to 
be banished to an island whither many convicts were 
■enl and obliged to work in the quarries of stone. There 
did many Christiaus already sigh in chains, uid euvural 
yolaaiarily accompanied Uie good bishop, willing to 
parukeof his baoislimont. Ciement found tbe unhappy 
prisonew not only condoraned to hard labor, but Buffer- 
ing cruelly from the want of trater, wbiL-h they had lo 
bring from a distance of ten miles. Tbe saint, moved 
irilh compassion, knelt down and prayed ; and, raising 
liis eyes, ho gnddenly saw a lamb standing upon the sum- 
mit of a rising ground, whii-li, remaining invisible to all 
beside himself, bo knew could be none odier than the 
Xiamb of God ; therefore St. Clement took up a pick- 
tutci, and want before the pooplD to tho bill, and, dig- 
pug there, a dear and abundant stream gustied fortli, 
to die great consolation of [be people. {Observe the 
btanliflil and significant allegory I) This miracle only 
die mote ioccntiod his enemies, and they ordered him to 
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be )»iini1 to Ml unchor and ceel into tho lem. But (bMt 
wu their irioraph ! for, « the prayer of tbe Cbriitiu 
dudpl«, the BM wilhdrev fbr the space of thice inilca, 
»dA ibpy dbcoT«i«<l A little ruined temple wfaiiJi hod 
bran TunRcrtj buried bj the wB.i«n : atul, woodcrliil id 
relate, within il was ftmod the body of St, Clemenl 
with tbo onrhor round hh neck ; tnA, w it is related by 
rredihte witneBaee, thti miru^le did not happen only 
oiit-c, but uvery year M the •nntTereary of hie mutri^ 
dam the sen n-iirHl during aeien dnys, leaving a dry 
piUii fbr tboae who vieut to Lonor the relics of lliu saiul 
In thia noir spcdee of tubmuiiH) tomb. And this tasted 
for tnany jetn ; and many grave autbon, who affirm 
this miracle, also relate, ihai a ecrlBia woronD, ae- 
companled by her son, being at prayer within tbe tem- 
ple, her child lell asleep, and tbe eea riang suddenly tbe 
mother fled, leaving him behind in her fear, and «riim 
■he reached tbe iliore the irmtig her handi, weeping 
bitterly, and passed that year in great affliction. Tba 
next year, returning to pay her devotions at the sbriite, 
to lior joyliil surprise aba faiiDd bar bod itiae, ile^iii^, 
just as she lutd left him. 

St, Ctoment, in the derotional jaetores, appears hab- 
ited as pope, Bometimes with tlie tiaiH, bat geocraily 
without it ; an anehor at liis side, or a small anchor 
sospended round hia aeoli. In tlic anrient mosaic in 
bis rhurch at Botnti (twolftb ccnturr) he is thus rcpru- 
scQted seated by St. Peter and holding the anchor in 
his hand. In the frescos of tho liule chapel already 
alluded to, on the wall opposite to lite life of St. Cather- 
ine, Maaaecio or one of his schoUns pMnted a scricB of 
the tile of St. Clement, now in a most riuned state ; va 
can distinguish the scene of lh« flood, and St. Clement 
diacorering tho ftranlaiu of living waters — the walenl 
of religions truth and eunsolation — to bis thirsty and 
filintine disciples. The olbor subjects are scarcely lo hs 
TOCOgnized." 

* TheobDrc 
•alDt. Tbe di 
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u> atray from these cbarcbss, and in s draolate «pot 
amiii viueyanb uul raias, between the Santa Crwe and 
the Forte Hn^ore, Mauds [he small ancient church of 
Santa Bidiaka, dedicaUid to her about the jea i&i. 
Bba was a joung Roman lady, who, with her iiitliin 
FlarianiiE, her mother DafroEa, and lief slater Demetiia, 
~ ed nutrlyrdom in die reign of Julian the Apostate, 
iting in her Guth, sbe waa acourgod to death, or, 
Kcording to another authority, firat scourgi^d and then 
pierced with n da^'er (Dec 2, a. d. 3Ba). The eolunrn 
M which she was hound is «hown within the cliunh, 
plaieed then bj- Urban VIII. wbeQ be restored (he 
rained edifice in 1033. 

be itatne of £t. Biburnn, in nuu-blB, by Beruiui, 
ts upon the altar ; a graceful figure, leaning i^atnst 
II pillair, and holding th« palm in her hand. The oars 
•f the church is painted with a sones nf large fresuol, 
trhkh exhibil her story in detail. 1. Bibiano rcfiisea 
'tOBBcriike to idols." 3. The death of Demotria, wlio, 
•ceording to (he legend, fell dead to the earth befoia 
ihowu touched by the exBcnticinLT. 3. Bibiana bouud 
4a a (olamn, and srourged. 4. Her body, Iwtng cast 
Ibrth uaburied, is fuund by b, dog. i. Olympla, a 
teble Roman matron, tbunds the chorcb, which is dedi- 
BUed by Pope Simpliclns. 

Between these largo historical suhjocta are gingla do- 
votional figures, of a colosBal aizc, represeutin); Bibiana, 
'Dafrosa, FlaTianua, Dcmetria, and Olympia. Thoneh 
in a mannered taste, tliey have much f^ttm^m, and aiv 
1«akoaed by Lanzi among the finest works of the mas- . 
— Pieiro da Cortona. 



On the brow of the Ccclioa Hill, and i 



* Xaf. by UenaU, lasB. Birtich, i 
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•triting uCiuUioll, looking across to the ruins on ibe 
Palatine, stands ibe rhnrch of tho two hrothera St. 
JouK ond 8t. Paw., who were martyred in the some 
jvar with Bibiana, and wboae church baa existed unce 
the yi»r 493. Tbej were officers in the serriLti oT 
Consuncia, whom the old legvnda persist in rejiresent- 
ing u a most vinaoiu Christian (though, I bolievc, she 
was far otIierHiso], and were pot to dcaih hy Julian the 
Apostate. Tbcu* hoosa stood upon tliis spot, one of 
tlie most beautiful sites in anricnt Kome. 

In devotional picturos tltese ssjnts are alwajs repre- 
sented slxnding tagctlier in the KoniaQ mililar? cos- 
tamo, and bearing the sword and the pnlm. 

Their famoos charch U Venicii, the SS. Giovanni e 
PaoJo, can never be forgotten by thoEe who have lin- 
gered oroand its woodroBS and piccioos moauiaeats ; 
but among them wo may seek in vain for tlie Boman 
tutelary sainlH, — at least I did: and I believe, notwith- 
standing the magnifleenco of their church, the Venetians 
know nothing about lliem. The Bominicana, who 
raised this ediflue in the thirteenth cenluiy, were emi- 
grauta from the convent of St. John and St. PatU, at 
Borne, and carried their patrons with them. 

On the goutbom side of the CBtlian liill stand the 
San Stcfano and the Suntn. Maria della NaviccUa : then, 
as wa descend into tho volley, in that desolme hollow be- 
tween the Cielian and tlie Avcntine, and close to the 
batlis of Coraculla, stands tho old chunih of SS. Nesbo 
and AcHlLLKO. 

Those two saints, Kerens and Achilleus, are peca- 
liar to Rome. They were the chamberlains of Flavia 
Domitilb, grand-niece of the Emperor Domitian, and 
ditughtcr of Flavins Clemens aivd the elder Dotnitills, 
both of whom had suflered for their adhcsioQ to Chris- 
tiocity. Flavia Domililla was betrothed lo Anreliui, 
son of the consul ; hut bar two chamberlains, zealous 
Christians, prevailed upon her to refuse this union with 
rtu idolater; for which cniise they were beheaded, and 
Domililla was at ihc some time put to death HI Terra- 
tins {Msj 12). 
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St. Nereoa Bad St. AchUleos are represented stand- 
^ ID secular haiills, bearia}; patms in their hands, on 
each side of Domitilla, who is nehly dressed as pria- 
cesa, and bears lier palm; — aa in a piclHro by Rubena, 
painted when he was in Rome in 1 fi04, and now orer 
tiie high altar of S. Maria dellB Vttllicella. 

The MartTrdom of SS. Noieo and Aehillco in the 
church of 8. Maddnleoa do' Pnzu at Florence, is ^ditf- 
iaimn of Pocetli. 

Not far IVom (hia church is another of great aniiquitj, 
dodicMed to St. Cesakbo. vho perislied at Terrocina, 
because he opposed himaelf to Iho worship of Apollo. 
Though rery little is known of hiDH, he was celebrated 
in the sixth eenlDrf, both in ihe East and in tho West. 
At present his name and fame seem to be confined en- 
tirety to Rome. 

On the other Bide of the baths of Carocatla, and at the 
Iboi of the Aventino, wc come upon the UttJo chnrch of 
8&NTA Balbina. Of its foundation all that we know 
fa, that it waa an sncietlt chorcll in the dme of Grej^-ory 
tbe Great (a. d. 590). 

St. Balbina is another stunt peculiar to Rome. Ac- 
DOrding to the legend, she was the danghler of the prefect 
Quiriniu, and discovered the chains of St. Peter, which 

1 long been lost (March 31, a. d. 130). She is 

iresented Tailed, sad holding a cliaiu in her hand, or 
With fetters near her. 

On the summit of the Arcntino are several of th« 
■Host interesting uf these old churches. That of St. 
filBin* was dedicated to a noble Roman matron, who 
■nffiirod inartjrdom in the time of the Emperor Hadrian 
(Atlg. as, second centnry). This church, built npon 
'le of her house, eKiated iu 423. Though spoilt, 
^^^ lal, by whitewashing and restoration, it is aingn- 
ifcUlf elegant. The altar-piece, bj Frederic Zucchero, 
Bpresenu St. Sabinn as dragged np the marble Elcps 
t a temple by an executioner with a drawn swonl. 
With het was martyred her Greek slave Ser^hia, who 
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nil. u tbo legend retmu. 
St. Sabina. tbouch • 

I Dol confined to llonKi 
nw mc Vcnicv, is the Sun Zaccaiu, b moM lovri; 
pinura by tha Virariai of Hanoo, m wlikch sha b lep- 
Tcsetitei] witb her palm and crown, riiUj dressed, aitd 
■untmnded hj worBhififiiiig angels ; on the rifjhl, St. 
Jounie : and no the kift, another uim in a than unic, 
foaiened wiih a |^ld belt, bearing a palm. The «x- 
qoiBilB eoflnCBs of this pirlora, Ihe lotelj color, and llie 
divinB cxprcnion in die toast, leodcT it one of the moat 
beancifal pntdactktiu of ttn cody Venctwn school. 



Not far lioni the church of Bl. Sabba is that of St. 
Prisca. 

On this spot, accoriling lo the old tradition. Hood the 
boitae of Aquiln and PriKilla, whct« St. Peter lodged 
when at Rome, atid who are the same meucioaod bj 
6t Rtal as leiii-iiuilcera ; sad here ie shown the Ibat 
from which, according to tlie same tmdicion, tit. Fel^ 
bapti7«d the Srst Raman convortB to Chriitianity. The 
alUr-pioeo repnuonts ibe baptiam of St. PriicB, whoae 
remaios being aTtorwanla placed in this church, it hai 
since home her niuDC. According to the legend, she 
was a Roman Tii;gpn of illiutrioos birth, who at the age 
of thirtfCQ was c^poEed in tlic amphitheatre. A fierea 
lion was let looae upon her, but her youth and inno- 
oonce disarmed the fury of the aavage bcut, which, 
instead of tearing h«r to pieces, hnmbly licked her feet; 
■—to the great consolation of the Ctuistiong, and the 
coDfnsion of the idolaters. Being led back to prison, 
she wa* there beheaded. St, Prisca >» not peculiar to 
Romo; she appears in old prints and pictnres, and in 
French sculpture and etunod glass, bearing her palm, 
end with a Uod at hec side : sometimes also an eagle, 
becaDM it is related that ao eagle watched by her body 
till it was lud in the giawe ; fiir thu^, Euys the sloiy, 
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rm Tir^in ionoceace bonoicd by the kinglj bir<1 ns *e[l 
s by the kingi; beast. St. Fruca was bo maah ven- 
erated in England that her name ia preserved ia onr 
retbnaetl calendar. 



1 



In the vntley lichiiid the Esquiline, In that loDg, 
loDel; road between SantA Harta Maggtore and the 
I^temn, etaada the eharcb of SS. Pietro e if'trceUIno, 
whom we Mjle St. Fbter Exoscista and Ma.rcei.- 
LtNifB. Tboj ata alwajs rcprosentod i*^ther. Their 
legend relatei, that in the laat peraecution nnder Dio- 

iaa they were cut into prison. Artemius, keeper 

he dungeon, had a daughler naTned Paulina, and 
she fall llok; imd St. Potor oSered to roatarc her to 

Ith if hortatherwoQld belicrvein the trneQud. And 
tbe jailer moekod him, saying, " If I pat thee into the 
daepait dnngcon, and load tliee with beavior Lhaioa, 
*iU thy Qod (ben deliver the» i IT be doth, I will be- 
liero in him," And Foier uuwered, "So it lo; tut 
It of regard to thee, for it matters little lo our God 
whether such an one aa thoa believe io hini or oat, but 
that the name of Christ may be glorified, aad thyself 
MDfoanded." 

And In the middle of the night Peter and Horcel- 
HoHS, in tthilo sbming garmcata, onlercd the chamber 
of Aitemiiu as ho lay ashM3p, wbo, being atrut-'k with 

>, fell down and worshipped t)iB name of CbrlsC ; 
■od he, his wife, his daughter, and three liandred others, 
were baptized. After this tlie two holy men were con- 
demned to die for the faith. And the executioner was 

■red lo lead lliem to a foreot three miUs from Rome, 
that the Cbristiatia mi^ht not discover their place of 
•epatlDre. And when he had brooght them to a soll- 
taiy thicket overgrowo with brambles and Iboma, ho 
decbu«d to them that they were to die, upon which they 
(rficerfUlly foil to work and cleared away b gpaeo fit for 
the pnrpuie, and dug the grave in which tli^ weie lo 
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liiw Tame of SS. Pietro e Marcellhio U not confiiwd 
to Rome. In the reign of Charlemagne they were 
venerated u n»rtjn chroaghoBt Italy and Gaul; and 

Egiohord, [lie lecretnr}' of Charlemagne, who marrieil 
his itanghter Emma, u said to have held them in par- 
ticDlar honor. Everyone, I believe, knows the besuti- 
fal alory of Eginhard and Emma. And the connection 
of these sainli with them ae their chosen proteclora 
lends an interest to tbi^ Bolitsry, deserted church. 

They arc always repteaented together, in priestly 
habits, bearing their palms. In the Booia SaHtmaea 
of Bosio, p. ISG, there is an andcnt fragment fonnd 
in tlie catacombs which represents St. Peter Exorcittu, 
St. Morceliinna, anil Paniina standing together. In a 
tncturc by Gervosio Gatti, over the altar of their church 
at Cremona, the two aunts, habited as priests, bspUEs 
Paulina, iho daughter of the jailer; the rest of the 
fomilj tmd many coDverU being proaent. 



On the wesiam brow of the Aveniine, and tiot &r 
from the Priorata, there stood, in the year 305 or 306, 
a little oratory, which a Greek woman of birth and 
fortune, named Aglac, had reared over tbo remains of 
her lover Bonifiicc According to the story, Ihey had 
lived together in Din and Inxuiy for many years ; but 
when the last dreadful penocntion of the Chrialdana 
buret forth like a storm, both were sdied with a deep 
compassion for the anSerers, and with compunction br 
their own sinful and ahatncAJ life ; and Agloe sent 
away her lover with much gold and treasure for the 
purpose of redeeming the Christian martyra from tor- 
ture, or at least their precious remains from insDJl. 
Boniface did as he was cotninanded, but in his leal ho 
exposed himaolT to death, and expiated his former sins 
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by a gloriona tnartyrdoni. Hia mndlaKiI liody being 
brouglit liomu to Aglac, she im mediately retired from 
tlie world, distribnled her goodn to the poor, ajid built 
a hermitage ami an oraioiy, in which Blie deposited the 
reoulns of Boaiface, and gpvnC the rest of her life in 
prayers, tears, and peaiteuce. Botk were subBcquontly 
canoniieiL 

But the oracory of Aglae and Boni&ce was aooa 
afterwanls DlmoBt forgotten in. the euperior &me of tha 
cliurcli of Si. Alexis, whose story, as pvnn in tha 
Legeodario Itomano, is one of the most beautifiil of 
tbe sacred romaacea of the middle ages.* 



IT.i. 



<.*!», 



Ir tbe days when Innocent L wsa pope, and ArCBr- 
dinsandHonoriuBroignodoToc thoEaatand West, thero 
lived a man in Rome whoee name was Euphemlan, rich. 
and of genalorial rank ; ho bsd a, bonso and great pos- 
lesdons on the CicKan Hill, bat he had no son to inherit 
Ilia wealth. He and his wife, whose iiBmo was Agloe, 
besought the Lord earnestly to grant tbem ofispiing, 
and tbcit prayer was heard ; for after many years Ihey 
had a son, and railed him Alexia. And Alexis (Vora 
Ms childhood hod devoted hituself to tha service of God, 
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uul berame renuiliicd \ija!& lor Mb liamlUcjr, hU {nely, 
and Ilia rlisrilv. Allhough outwHnUj' he went ekithcd 
in silk and eold, at bccnnie hu mnk, jet he wore a hair 
tbirt ncil hia bod; ; and thongh he had b sinjliiig and 
plvaunt countenance towardB all, yet in Ilia chamber he 
wept Sni«naiitly, bewuliog his own tiraM Etatc and ihst 
of llio world, and made a Kcrct vow to devote himself 
wboU? lo the service of God. 

And when he was of a proper age his (klher wished 
bim to man-;, and chose out for his wile a maiden of 
noblo birlli, beautiful and graceful and virtnooB, one 
whom Icwai imposaible to look oa without being irre- 
liMibly Bttractedi Alexis, who had never disobeyed hit 
parenu from his infan(^y apwards, trembled within btm- 
solf for (lie vow he had spoken, and Bering his bride, 
how fair she waa and how Tiitnons, lie trembled yes, the 
more ; but ho did not daro to gainsay the words of his 
bther. On the appointed day the nuptiala were rel- 
ebrated with great pomp and fcBtivity ; but when ereaing 
cams the bridegroom bad disappeared, and they aoagbt 
bim everywhere in vnin ; and when ihcy questioned the 
bride, she snawered, " Beliold, be came into my chambci 
and gave me this ring of gold, and this girdle of pre- 
cious stones, aod this veil of purple, and then be bads 
me farewell, and I know not whither be boa gone I" 
And they were all asConiehed, and, seeing he returned 
not, they gave tlienuelvcB up to grief : his mother spread 
sackcloth on the earth, aod sprinkled it with ashes, and 
sat down npon it ; und his wife took off her jewels and 
bridal rob^, and darkened her windows, und pBl oa 
widow's attire, weeping continoally ; and Eaphemian 
Bent servants and racsBengcrs to all parts of the world 
to aeek his sod, but he was nowhere to bo found, 

In the mean time, Alexis, after taking leave of hil 
bride, disguised himself in the habit of a pilgiim, Sed 
ftom hia father's bouse, and throwing himself into a 
little boat he reached the mouth of the Tiber ; at Ostia 
he embalmed in a vessel boand tor Laodicea, and tfaenco 
he mpaircd to Edcssa, a ci^ of Mesopotamia, and dwelt 
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thero ia great povert7 and hamility, spending liia days 
in minisRriDg iq ihe sick and poor, and in dcvocion )o 
ihe Madonna, nntil (ho people, who behold hia great 
pietir, cried out" A luunt I" Then, fearing for liis vir- 
tae, he left (hot place and embarked ia a ebip lioond for 
Tirana, in order to pay hia devotions to St. Punl. Bnt 
a great tempest aroac, and after maaj dajs the ehip, in- 
stead of reaching the desired port, was driven !□ ibe 
month of the Tiber, aad eotereil tbe port of Ostia. 

When Alexis foand himself again near hia native 
liooie, ho thought, ■■ It is better Ibr me to live by the 
cbaril; of my parents, than to be a burdan to etran- 
gBTB " ; and, hoping that he waa so much changed (hat 
no one vodII recognize him, ba entered the eity of Rome. 
Aa ho approached Eiia father's house, ho aaw him como 
fbrth with a great tBiinno of servants, and, accosting 
him humbly, besonghC a comer of refago beaeath hia 
roof, and 10 eat of the cmmbs u-hii-b fell from his table : 
tad Euphemian, looking on him, knew not that it waa 
hia son ; nevenheleaB he felt lib heart moved with un- 
nstuil pity, atid graated hia petition, tbinkinf; witliin 

hiniBClf, " Alas ibr my Bon Alexia I perhaps he ia now 
■ wanderer and poor, even as this man I " So he gnve 
Alexis itt ehargo to his aorvniits, commanding that he 
shonld have all things needful. 

Bni, aa it often happens with rich men who have 
many servitors and slaves. Eaphemian was ill olieyed ; 
for, believing Alexia to bo what he appeared, a poor, 
l^ged, way-worn beggar, they gave him no other lodg- 
ing than a hole under tho marble steps which led to his 
father's door, and all who passed and repassed looked 
on his misery ; and the servants, seeing that ho bora oil 
uncomplaining, mocked at him, tJiinkiiig him an idiot, 
and pulled his matted heard, and threw dirt on his head ; 
bol he endmied in bQcdcq. A far greater trial waa to 
wicncM every day the grief of hia mother and his wife : 
for hia wife, like aoothcr Rnih, refUsed to go back to 
the boose of her fathers ; and often, as he lay in his 
daik hole ooder the steps, he lieacd bet weeping in liet 
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ehwnber, and nying, ■' O my Alexis ! whitber art thtra 
gaae 1 whj hut thua cepotucd ma only to roraikf me 1 " 
Anil, hiairing her tbo* (endcrlj laincntiiig and njibnud- 
ing his &lwence, he vu sorelj tempted ; nereithclcss he 
romainMl gtewUiut. 

TliuD man^ fcara pancd ava^, imtil his emaciated 
frannj sunt nmier his Bulferiogs, and it waa revealed m 
him llial ho should die. Then he procured tram a Ber. 
vnni of ihe house pen and ink, and Brroto a fn!l bccoddI 
of nil these thingBi and all that had happened to him in 
his life, and pot the letter in hia bosom, expoctiiig deatlu 

It happened aboni this time, on a certain feast day, 
thM Pope Innorant wai robbraliag high mass before 
the EraperoT Honorttu and all his court, and suddenlj 
a Toii-o wna hesnl which said, " Seek the servant of 
Ood who is abont lo depart from this liic, and who shall 
pra; fbr the atj of Home ! " So the people fcU on 
their faces, and another voice said, "Where shall we seek 
him ! " And tbe first Ti»ce ansttered, ■' In the booM 
of Ettpbcinian the patrician." And Enphemian was 
Btnndlng next to the emperor, nho said to him, " What ! 
hast than such a treasnre in th; bonse, and hast not 
dimlged it 1 Let ns now repair tbicber immediaielj'," 
So Euphemian went before to prepare the wnj ; and as 
be approached his bouse, a servant met him, saying, 
" Tbe poor be^^ar whom thou hast sheltered hnet died 
witliin thiE lionr, and we have laid bim on the steps b«- 
Ibre tbe door," And Euphemian ran up the etcps and 
nneovered the face of the beggar, and it seemed to hitn 
the face of an angel, snch a giocy of light proceeded 
from it; and his heart melted within him, and be ii>ll 
on his knees ; and as tbe emperor and his eotirt came 
near, ho said, " This is the- servant of God of whom tlie 
voice spake just now." And when the pope saw the 
letter which was in tlie dettd hand of Alexis, be hombly 
asked him to deliver it ; and the hand [elioquishcd it 
forthwith, and tbo chancellor read it aloud before all tbe 
assemblv. 

But oowwbnl words sliall ctescrilic tbe emntinna nf his 
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bcbor, when he knew that it was his Ban who laj before 
him 1 and how the mother and the wifh, rushing forth 
diBtractcil, Bnag thotoselves ou the BeosoleBS body, and 
could with difficulty be separated trom iti and how Tor 
Mvea ilaya tliey watched and wept besidD him ? and 
how tlie people crowded to touch his mcrcd reiuuns, 
and many tidt and inlirm were healed thereby '! But 
all this 1 paa9 over : tet it suffice that on the Epot where 
•tood the houae of Eapbemian the church of St. Alexis 
r stands. The marble stops benoatli wliich he died 
preserved tn the church, iu a chapel to the left of 
the enCnuice, and beneath tbetn is seen the statue of llie 
lying extended on a, mac in the mean drc><a of a 
poor pilgrim, his staCf beside him, and tlio letter in his 
IiMld. The rsmaiua of Aglae aud the martyr BomlJKfl 
90 rest in this chorch under the high altar. 

Although St. Alexis did not perish by a, violent 
ath, yol, through hia eKlrenui Bufferings, and the 
spirit of ivsolule yet humble resigoaUou tn which they 
iKte met uid erulured, he ia auppoaed to have merited 
the honors of manyidom. I have seen figures of St. 
Alexin in wliich, in addition to the pilgrini's liabit, rug- 
ged and worn, and the bec^^'a dish, he carries the 
palm. Ia the moaoics of Abinrealo ho stands among 
the gloritied martyrs, of colossal size, in a white vest, 
ft blue mantle, tlie crown on his head, and the cross, 
through which he triumphed, in his hand. 

~ ' general we find Sc. Alexis represented in tho 
old pictures and prints as penitent, pilgrim, and beggar', 
the churches of the ascetic orders, and in hospitals 
d houses of refuge for the poor, which arc placed uik- 
r his protection, wc Had his effigy with the character- 
litic ragged attire, and expression of pathetic resigno- 
i and humility. 

. There is a fine statue of St. Alexis on the fafade 
of tlie church of tho Trinitk at Florence. 

3. In a picture by Pietro da Cortona at Alton Tow- 
I, St. Alexis ti dying tmder the steps of his lather's 
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Hoax, hoMitig ihe ctohs and a paper pressed to his 
boaom. The ligiiTO 19 life-size, aod very fonibiB in 
color a.ai expressioD. 

3. In n very fine picture by Annibal Canicci, painted 
for lIiD Mendiomli at Bologna, St. Alexis, as pilgrini 
and beggar, stands with St. iJouis, St. Catherine, St. 
Clam, and St. John the Baptist: he might bctnisioken 
for St. Roch, but that the last-named saint has always 
the pUguc-spot, whith diatingoiahee liis effigies from 
those of St. Alexis. 



At the foot of the Capitolino Hill, on the left hand 
aa we desi'ejid from tboAra Ccelt into the roruui, llicro 
stood in very ancient times a Hmnll chapel dedicated lo 
the memory of St. Martisa, a Roman virgin, who was 
martyred in the persecution nndor Alexander Sefenii. 
The TEneratioD paid to her was of very tariy date, and 
the Koman people were accustomed 10 assemble thens 
on the HrsC day of the year. This observance was, 
however, cottfiucd to the people, and not very general 
mi 1631 ; an era which connects her in rather an inlei- 
esting manner with Ihe history of Act. In this yrxr, as 
they were about to repair her ehope], they discovered, 
walled into the foandationa, a earcophBgos of terra-cotia, 
ju which was the body of a young female, whose severed 
head reposed in a sepsrutc casket. These rcmiins wera 
very naturtil] j supposed to be those of the saint who had 
GO long been honored on that spot Tlio discovery was 
hailed with the ntmost exultation, not by the people 
only, but by those who led the miods and tho eon- 
sdOQces of the people. Tho pope himself. Urban Vm., 
composed hymns in her prmse ; and Cardioal Francesco 
Barberini undertook 10 rebuild her church. Amongst 
those who shared the general enlhusinBm, was the 
painter Pietro da Cortona, who was at Kome at the 
:, and who very earnestly dedicated liimscif and hrs 
powers to tlie glorification trf' St. Martina. Her I'lmrib 
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lud tiready beea given to the Academy of FaioKra, 
and coiMCcroied to St. Luke, their patron uunt. It 

iw "Sod' Lnca e Santa Martina." Piotro da 
Conona erccled at bia own coat the chapel of St. Mar- 
tina, and, when he died, endowed it witli his whole 
fortune, llu painted for the allBT-picce liia best ptature, 
in which the BainC is represeoted aa triniophing over the 
idols, while the temple, in which she bad been ted to 
BBcritice, is etnicli bj lightning from heaven, and falls 
in ruins around her.* In a votive pieture of St. Mar- 
tina kaeelinj; at the fact of the Virgin and Child, she 
is represented aa very young and lovely ; near her, a 
horrid instrument of tortaro, a two-pronged fork with 

>i extremities, and the lictor's axe, signify the 

ler of her dea^. The picture called " une Jeana 
Martfre," by Guido Cagnacci, in the Orleans Gallery, 

St, Martina. 



Not fiv from the cbnrch of San Gregorio, and just 
uider tjie FtJntine Hill, wo find the church of St. 
Amastabu., who, notwithstanding: her beantifnl Greek 
tiamo, and hor fame as one of the great Baints of the 
Greek calendar, is represented as a noble Itomau lady, 
who perished during the persecution of Diocletian : the 
lame, I presume, who in Diilron's 'iMannal of Greek 
An" is styled " AnastasielaRomuno." Herslorfis 
mixed np with that of St, Clirysogonus (GriHogono), 
who also enffcrcd niartyrdani at ^a£ time, and is chiefly 
colebmled for his influence over the mind of Anastasia, 
aai the couriigo with which he inepired her. She was 
persecuted by her husband and family for openly pro- 
fessing the Christian faith, expo§cd to many trials, 
■oiTows. and temptations, and through all these, being 
ftutoined by the eloquent oKhortatioas of Chiysogonas, 
■he passed triumphantly, recoiving in due tima the 

a of martyrdom, being condemned to tlie flames. 

here U namall Mpy or LbLs oace-admired picture in Ibe Dul' 
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ClN7»eonot WM pal to dcttdt b/ tbi nrord, aad Jtii 
tod/ dirovn Into the »>. 

Anurdlng tn ilie but nttlhcrriiin, these two watt did 
BOI attfibr al Rome, but in IIlTna ; ya u Kome we are 
Hiaml that A nuuuEft. nfter her Duuirnhnn, was huricd 
bjr Iht frimd A|Ml1ina in the pudra of her liouee, nn- 
ilrr tl« I'atnline Uill, uid ckwv It> Ihe Circna Maximos. 
There itoad iho clian-li dedicated to her in tlie fonrtL 
c«DtDi7. snil Ihere il uon stands. 

It wM one of the principal rhucrbes in Rome in llie 
d(M of 8l, Jcromo, vho, arcoidiDg lo an oocieDt (radi- 
lioa, celebrated mass at oae of Ihe altars, wliich is su'il 
R^Brdeil on ttiiB acruiuit with pocuiiar Teneration, To 
BL AaaMaciaiB deiliesleil abeantUiil chatch at VeroDBi 
where, hoirefor, I looked in vain for any pkiure repra- 
■cnting her. Th^ \fropet atCribates are the palm, the 
Make, ami tlw fa^la. 

With n^anl )o Sl CbryiogoDiiB, his fine chnrch in 
the Tra«te»ere, existing- sino; 599, waa tnodcnuied by 
Soipio Bai^hew, cardiDuI of San Griso^no, is 1633; 
wlten Guercino painud for the ceiling oi ike nare hii 
gland picture of the saint earned np to heaven hj 
■ngela. This picture now decorates ihc ceiling of tlie 
Doke of Sutherland's gallery at SlaHbrd Hooso. I 
Iiare never seen any other pictare of St. Chrj'sogoiins ; 
his proper attributes oic the snord and the paltn, which 
in Gucrcino's pictare are borne by angels. 



Not fBi from the chnich of San Grisogono, and on ■ 
rising groand, sainds the church of San Pamraxui, our 
St. Fan'cras. !□ the pcrsccntion under Diocletian, 
this j-oung saint, who wfis only fourteen ycois of age, 
oObrcd himseir volunlarilj' as a mttrtyr, difimdlng bold- 
ly hcfbrc the emperor the canae of the Chrisltans. He 
WBS thereopon beheaded b; the sword, and his body 
was honorably baricd by the Chri^tinn women. Ilia 
rliarch near the Gate of San I'uucnuio, al Home, lioa 
existed since the year SOO. 



ST. SUSANNA. 

St. rancrafl waa in the middle igcs regarded as tho 
proleuloroguiist lalee oaths, end the avenger of petjurj. 
It wna tioUuved that ihose who swore hy St. Pancriis 
Taieely were iiamediately and Tisibly pnuklied ; hence 
hig popularity. We have a, cborcb dedicated to him in 
London, &nd a, large parish bearing In'a name : French 
kings oiidimil; confirmvd their treaties ia the tiame of 
Bt. I'ancraf. I recollect no cffigjol'hitn; but he ooght 
to be repreeontod as a boy of a very boantiful counte- 
nance, richly dressed in the eecuhir habit, and bearing 
his palm and sword. 



Except at Homo I have never smu any cfBgy of St. 
Sdbanna ; — but I think it probable t)iat sueh may 
exist. It appears, however, that tboso who bore the 
name of Susanna preferred ai tiieir patroness the cbaate 
moliun of the Old ToBlaracnt to tho rirgin martyr of 
the Roman legend. It is related that (his Susatiua was 
of illnstiious birth, tbe daughter of Gabinioa, who wan 
the brother of Pope Caiua, and also neiirly related to 
Ibe Emperor Diocletian. She was very &ir, but more 
especially remarkable for her leamiug and her subtle 
and penetrating inlollBcl. Diocletian, hearing every- 
where of her praises, vraa desirons to marry her to hia 
adopted son Maximns; but nho, who had made a vow 
of perpetual chastity, refused to listen to these tempting; 
oObrs. Whoraapon the emperor daaired his wife, the 
Empress Serena, to send tor her, and to endeavor to 
overcome her obstinacy. Now tho empress, unLnowa 
to her husband, was really a Christian ; therefore she 
rather encoara^ Snaanna in her resistance. Diocle. 
tian, being enraged nt her linnncBE, sent an exectitioner, 
who pnt her to death in her own house (Aug. 11, a. d. 
390). 

She is chiefly honored at Homo, and would appear 
to be little known out of that city. Her statue in mar- 
ble by Pioniingo, over her aitar in tho church of Santa 
Uuiii di Loretto near the Fonun of Trujan, is one of 
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Ills flnesl works, and verj aimpte und elegant. SI 
liotiLi Iha swonl and palm as mortTr; but I know di 
nay oilier aCtribnte bf which she u distingiiiBbed. 



St. CliryBttnthoB (or San Grisaote) bqcI St. Daria 
snifered mBitp-dom together aC Rome, alx>ul tbo year 
257 ; or, as othois Bttj, nnder the niign of Numcrian, 
about S84. Their Btorj ia very obscure. One legend 
represents St. Daria aa b Vestal virgin, nho, on her 
conTOrsioD to Oiristiaiiily, extinguished the eai^red fire, 
and was cooscqacntly buried alive ; and it ia also re- 
lated that ihe was mBrried to St. Chrjsanthus, who 
mnvGncd her. I mention them here becaoto they ap- 
pear in the early moEaica at Ravenna, and have been 
introduced into ihe magnificent allar-piece, by Gialio 
Campi, in the church of St. Sigiamond at Cremona. 
This church was dedicated by Francesco Sforza, on the 
occaaioD of hia marriage with Bianca Maria Visi-onti, 
the heireu of Milan, which waR colehmted on the fee- 
tirri of St. Chrysanihua and St. Uaria (Octoiwr 85) • 



^ 



St. Edobiiu, anciently one of the most popnlar and 
potential sunCs in the Roman calendar, was the daughter 
of Philip, pnK^onEDlofEgypt in tlie re^ of Commodus. 
She was brought up at Alexandria in all the niadom 
of the GentUca, waa converted to Chrisuanity, and, in 
learning, eloquence, and courage aecms to have been 
the prototype of St. Catherine, by whom, however, ahe 
has bean completely eclipsed. According to Ihe legend, 
she put on man's attire, and became a monk in Egypt, 
under the name of the abbot Eugiuiua ; bnl Bfl«rwMTl», 
returning to Rome, she Eutfered martyrdom by the 
sword, under the Emperor Severus. She rarely ap- 

• For » fnnher Kctnint of Ihia pluturt, ttt the " I*gend> df tii9 
Haaaitlo Orders," 
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pears in works of an, having lost her popularitj- before 
the period of the revival. We find lii^r in tiiB proces- 
Bion of miutyra at Ravenna ; and I linve scea a picCnro 
of her manyrdom in llie Uologna Gailcry, by Giovaniu 
Sementt, troueil with much s«iitinient. 



The two Eaints who follow, though counteil among 
the Hoinan martTra, are ofgCQCral interest. Thoy have 
nanj chapeU at Kome, hui uo ehurch dedicated in ihetr 



I SeVB^J SOSH, MiBTTRS. 



" In the reign of the Emperor Marcus Anrclin* Aa- 
toninoa, there was a great pcnci^ntion of ^le Otrisdang. 
Tbey were deemed the cause, if oot the authors, of all 
the terrible colamitioa, the plagues acd wars, famines 
and earthiinakes, wlijch at that time desolated the em- 
pire, and an incsocable ediet condcniQcd them cither to 
Mdiflce or to die. la this persecution, Poljeaip per- 
ished in the East, and Juittin in the West. 

"At the same time there dwelt in Rome an illng- 
trioos matron named Felicitas, a. widoir having seven 
sons, whom slie broogbt up in the Christian foith, de- 
voting hersolf to a life of virtnoos retirement, and 
emplojing her days ia works of pioij and charity. Het 
inflaeneo anil example, and the virtuous and modest 
deportment of her sons, cansod many to become Chiis- 
tiaoB, so that the enemies of the &ith wen) greatly 
eniBged against her ; and as sho was exceedingly rich, 
those who shared in the spoil of the martyrs were eagct 
to accnsG her. She was accordingly ctiod beforo the 
tribonal of Publius, the prefttt of tlio city, who, at firat 
with mildnesa, and then with threatening words, en- 
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dravored ia Tsia to iodaM her to deny Christ, end 

Mcrifirc to the fotao goda. And tho ptefeot «ud to ber, 
' If thou host DO regard for thyvclf, at Icul have com- 
pMuion on ib; aoiu. ojtd ponnikdc (hem to pold to the 
lnw.' But «1)e replied that her kidb woold know bow 
to cboiMC bolwcea tvcrlasting dcalti and cverbwling lile. 
Then [he prefect called ibcm all ouc after another be- 
fore hill), niul comniaudetl them to alijure Cliriit, on 
pain of torinonu and of death ; lint their mother encour- 
aged them to persevere in Teeielance, saj'ing to thein, 
■ Mf stins, tie Btroog fn heart, and look up to heaven, 
whore Christ and ail his eaitiis await jour coining ,' and 
defy this tjrant boldly, lor bo shall the King of gkuj 
lenard joa gtcatl}'.' On hearing these words the pre- 
fect was enraged, and be connnanded the cxecutioneis 
to Btiiko her on the moutli, and put lier (o ailencej bnl 
she continued to cxliort bcr song to die rather tluui (o 
jield. Then, one after anottier, they were tortured and 
put to death before the eyes of their mother : lirsl, the 
eldest, whose name wbb Juiuatius, was scourged witb 
tbonga loaded witli lead until be died ; oext to him, 
Felix and Philip were beaten with clubs ; Sylvaaus was 
flung from ft rock ; and Aluuinder, Vitalis, and Martial 
were decapitated. During their Buferings tlie motliet 
heroically stood by, and cesaod not to comfort and 
encourage tlieiu ; and when she beheld them extended 
in death before ber, she lifted up ber Toice and blessed 
God that she bad brought forth eeron sons worthy to 
be saints in paradise. Her hope was to follow ihciu 
speedily : but the tyrant, through a refinement of cruelty, 
caosed her life to be prolonged tor four months iu prison, 
in order that she might aufler a daily mortyidoin of 
agony, hoping to sobdus bec spirit through afflieiion i 
but she remojoed firm in the faith, stlil refusing steadi^ 
and meekly to yield, and desiring no other merey bn( 
that of speedily following her muiyrcd children. At 
length the time of her delivemnco arrived, and, being 
dragged from prison, she was tortured iu viiriuus ways, 
and then beheaded ; or, as some say, throwu into a 
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oddron of bailing oil. This hB{>poii?<l on tlio 33d daj 
of Noverabor, a. d. 173." 

St. Fellcitns hears the palm as martyr ; aa matron 
kod widow aha ia hooded or voilcd, with amplo drnpccy, 
u in a beaatiliil figure by Spinello : * she ia oEually 
sccompaiucd by her seven sons. The carlioit example 
Is a moat curious fragiaont of froBco, found in the cata- 
combs, and aow preaerveil in the Vatican, She is 
funding in the midat of her Bom, with Bmia onCapread 
in prayer, and of colossal proportiona compared with 
llie other figures, who are ranged in a tine on each aido, 
and thoir nnmea insmbed above. 

In a singular picture, atn-ibnted to Neri de' Bicci {a. 
D. HT6),andnowpros«rved in the sacriaty of tlie church 
of Santa Fcliciik at FlorcDoe, she is siialcd on a throne, 
a majestic colossal figure, holding in one hand the Gos- 
pel, which rents on her knee, in t3w other the palm, 
while her aong, small in proportion, and treated as 
Mceaaarros or anribntea, aro ranged on each side, the 
youngest atandiug mther ia front. All have palms and 
goldaa glories, and woar rich dresses ; and all but the 
jDUD)^! t^>pear as warriors. 

By Oarbieri. Hi. FoliciCas presents her seren sons 
•t the feet of the Mhdoima and Child. In the clmndi 
of St. AbaricD nt Mantua. 

In the Bo^^lled " Martyrdom of St. Felidtns," a. 
bmoos compoaition hy Raphaol, a female saint is repre- 
senled standing in a aUdrou or bath, her hnnda clasped 
in prayer. Two hoadleiw bodies lie on the ground : 
the prefect is aeen on his ttibunal surroandeil by his 
IktOTB, and gronps of amaiod or sympathizing apcc- 
tators are standing around. Ao angel, exquisite for 
grace and movement, and rioaving the air like a bird, 
comes down from above with the crown of martyrdom. 
There can be no doubt tliat we have here the death of 
St. Cecilia, and not the death of St. Felicitaa ; that 
this was the suhjecc designed by Raphael probably 

• One at the UleDilsnt Sgurea In n CarncaibQ or tli« Vlr^, fa 
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The aeven Jewish brethren, wlio with thdr home 
mother nre celebrated in the Second Book oF Mnccor 
bees, Are aamctimea iatro'laeed into crclRsiaEtieftl doeo' 
ration. Tlicy hare a place among tlie Greek martjil, 
And the repretentntion U lo exoctlj like that of 8C 
Felicilas and her sou, that I know not how to distin- 
guish them further than to obsGrrc, Ibal in churches 
conBtruelcd aniler the inHuencc of Byzantine Art. sovotL 
yonng miirtjre graaped tugethcr with their mother most 
pmbablj represent the Jowiih brethren (Its nq-t Jfuclia- 
bten] ; for St. Fclifitns, though so fiunoua in tho West, 
was not accepted in the Eost-t 

* The campoalUon tdi palDtHl bj mp of Ihe pniillB tiT Bapluel 

hut El it Deuly dHtrofc^. Tlie flpc eDgravlnE oT 3tirc Aatanio 
has, haweTcr, prucrved the arif Inal dctiga in M l\a beauty. 




fir. VEROSICA. 



Thsfenlnl sTSL' 



It is 



St. VEHONiaA. 
.Teronlu. /T. Salole Ttconlqae. 
enmlca (La St\ala f&ce de J. C] Ii 



it traditinn, that when our Savioar wai 
n his way to C3,lvary. bearing hie (rross, ha ps^sed bj 
Ihe door of a compass ionaaj woman, who, beholding 
tlie drops o! ai^ny on his brow, wiped his face irith a 
napkin, or oi oibon eaf, with her veil, and t!ia featurei 
of Clirist reniBiiued miraculouBly impreseed npon tlie 
lineo. To this image was giren the namo of Vera 
loon, the trot image, atul the cloth itself was stjied the 
Sudarium {tUd. II Sndario ; Fr. Le Saint Suaira). All 
the stories rciative to the Biidarium belong properly to 
the l^endarj life of Christ ; I shall therefore only ob- 
serre here, that the aamo g^vea to the image wa« insen- 
sibly tTRDsferred to Ihe woman of whom the legend is 
related. The active imi^^nation of the people invented 
k Moiy for her, aceordin;; to which she wan Veronica or 
Berenico, the niece of King Horod, being the daughter 
of his sister Salome, who had been devoted to the pomps 
tai vanities of tho world, but, on witnessing the suit- 
ing and moekness of the Saviour, was suddenly con- 
verted. Tbe miiaculons power of the sacred image 
impressed npon her napkin being nnivcrsalty recog- 
nized, she was sent G>r by tbe Emperor Tiberius to cure 
him of a mortal malady. But the wicked emperor 
having already breathed his last, aho remained at Kome 
ia company with St. Peter and St. Faal, nntil she 



■uRtred n 



irtyrdora under Nero ; 



, according tl 



with Idzarus and Mary Magdalene, and snf&red mor- 
^frdom either in Provence or Aqaitaine. I think it 
these legends, which 



luvB been rejected by the Church s 
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centarj- But ths menioiy of ihn eompvasIoDnte wtnnui, 
and tlie Icynml otHia miraculouE im«^, i.-aittmiie to be 
blended in the i^u^ciIl■aIlU of the people. In the 
ancient piciure* of the proe«wiun to Calvary, St. TO' 
ronica is (eldoni omitted. 

The devotional ligurca elira}^ represent lier sg dis- 
plBTing Iho mcTfd handkerchief, ^mietlmes. in slln- 
siun la the te^fvii'l. she is stjiniling between St, Peter 
and 8c Pui[, aa in ■ picture b; Ugo da Carpi in the 
.■aerii)}' of the Vatican ; and. in a iroodcat hf Albert 
Diircr, — very Raa and eolcnin. Somatimos the mirac- 
uloni inume in of coloaiial proportiow ; aa in a vei7 
cnrimu old ptcluro in the Boisser^ Gallery. In St. 
Pelor'a HI Borne, one of the chnpcla under the dome ia 
dedicated to St. Veronica. An ancient image of our 
Savionr, painted on litien, end styled the Vera Jcnti,* 
is rt^w^ed by the jteople as ihe rerilable napluii of 
St. Veronica, and ig exhibited amoog the tdics of the 
church. In this chapel the mosaic over the altar, after 
a design by Andrea Sacchi, rnprosont9 the Savioitr 
sinking under the weight of the croBB, and St. Veronica 
kneeling beside him in nhito. It ia a simple, eli^ont 
composition, rety matter o.r fact, ood not in the Icu^ 
either myalcrious or poobcoL 



I have now done with the Roman Mortyis. Thosa 
which follow hei« are honored principally in the north 
of Italy, and their efflgica are to be found in the works 
of Art in Tuacany, Lombardy, and Venice. I hare 
added those lew French and Spanish saints who hare 
B,gfneral interest iu connectioa with Art, either (lecause 
their coiebrity has been widely Uiffiiscd, or becauio of 
the beauty aod impurtancio of those prodnctiouB fn 
which tlioy liave been represented. 

* mioiKS it lb lappoKil tbit tlw lume of ytrataea b diclTCd. 
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■ MARTYRS OF TUSCANY. LOMBARDT^ 
I SPAIN, AND FRANCE. 



n-jg^jJiiHK early Msrtjra, nho Sigam almost c: 

gSBja Bivelj in pictures of Iha TuEcaa gclrnoU, n 

SH^P rarher mrioas as snbjecta of ancient Arl^ 
K^>^g| than cither interesting or celehraloil. 

St. Rbfasata was for six jitmdred years (from GSO 
J 1298) the chief patroness of Florence. According 
1 llie old FlorenliBe legend, sbc was a Tirgin of Cesarea 
in the province of Cappadoria, and bravely snttered a, 
mwl martyrdom in the peniccution undi^r Detains, when 
•nly twelve years old. She was, after many tortures, 
beheaded by tbe anord ; and as she fell dcai^ her pnre 
q>irlt was seen to issno from licr mouth in form of a 
dove, which winged its waj- to heaven. 

The Ihiamo at Florent'c was formerly dedicated to 

.Ecparaia; hataboQtl298 she appears to have been 

deposed from ber dignity as sole patroness ; the city 

waa pkrod under the immediate tutcIagB of the Vii^in 

St. John the Baptist, and the church of Si. Kepa* 

was dedicated anew under tba title of Santa Marian 

del-Fiore. 

I bavo never seen any representation of Santa T! 

ata eiccept in tbo old Florentine pictures. Ii 

•he ia fi^iiently introduced standing alone or m 

Uodonna, bearing the crown and palm us marl^ 

limes also a banner, oa which is a red crui 

trliite gronnd. 



lit sacri:d and legendary art. 

InapkmroliT AngcloOBildi slio w»or« » green wbe, 
■nil tmin tiM nuwn, book, txiA bannvr. In ■notlin' 
MioiriiC Plnrcnline pirlure she i« in a whin rulic uid 
nd manik. with ilio «aiiie mtrihum. In m ^nuid com- 
potiiion of Fra Bortoloineo, n'pmenting the Hndonnri 
snrrunnilitd hj mnny HunU, uid espiwisll; the pn>- 
IMtuni of Floronvc, St. Itcparala, who is on the left of 
ihf Virgin, bcnn the palm, and lenns her bond mi the 
book. Sho in BomutimiM rcpncenlcd Binndine with St 
Anianu, the pniron of SicDs, as in a pkture by Simone 
Menimi.* Snch pictarra, 1 apprchcod, ■mast hare been 
ptdnted when Florence and Siena were at peace. It is 
difficult to distingnish St. Hqmmia from St. Ursnla, 
ntilcBB wlien the Inuur eaint bean lier javetiu : where 
there is a donht, and the picture ia Bndcniably FIor«>t- 
tinc, (he loralilf and the tradibona must be coDsnllod. 

Another aaint, who ia Bomwimos represented in ilio 
old Florentine pictures, a St. Verdlana (a. d. 1223), 
nanoUj dressed as a VaUombrosiaa niiB, bnt she did 
not belong to any order. She ia repreGented with ser- 
puuts ruKiing from her basket. 



Who, that ttmembera Florence, does ni 
well the Sas Miniato-ih-Montk towering oa its lofty 
eminence above the ci^, and visible along tlie Lung' 
Amo Irom the Fonto alle Grazie to the Ponte alia Car- 
nga ? — and the enchanting views of the valley of the 
Amo as seen from the marble stops of tlie ancient 
church 1 — aod the old dismantled fortress dc&tided hy 
Michaol Angelo against the Medici? — and tlie long 
avenue of cypresses auil the declivities robed in vine- 
yards ami olive gronnds between the gale of San Mini- 
ato and the lofty heigltis above i But fur the old saint 
himself, he Laa fared not much better ttuiQ St. Eepa- 

According to the Floroutine legend, St. Minias or 
■ AU tlie above pIctuKi are la the FlDieDU OiUerr* 
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MinUto WHS an Armeeimi prince acrving ia iho Itonmii 
Ktmy and«r Deems. Being duuouncoil as ii Christian, 
he wftB hronght before the emperor, who w-aa then en- 
miaped upon a hill oauido the gales of Florence, and 
who ordered him to be thrown to the bcaaia io the Am- 
pbilhCBtra. A panther woB let loose npon liim, hut wheu 
he ciJled upon our Lord he was delivered ; he then inf- 
lered the naiml tormonta, being caat into a. Boiling cal- 
dron, ind afterwards snspeniled to a gallows, atoned. 
Mid shot with javelins ; but iu his agon^ an angct liiy 
tcended to comfort him, and clothed him in a garment 
of light : fiaally ha was bclieudcd. Uis martyrdom is 
ptaeed in the year 3S4. 

There is a town hearing his mime half-way between 
Elorent^ and I'isa, celebrated as the birthplace of Fran- 
cesoo SforxB, and the first sea.t of the Buonaparte fam . 
ily. 

Effigies of this saint are pcnfined to Tnsrany ; bU 
those I have seen are in his church near Florenco, never 
having risitsd the cathedral at San-MIninto. He is 
represenied in the atdra of a prince, with a um\H rohe, 
B golden crown, one or two javelins in his hand, a lily 
knd R palm ; and is thus exhibited in a very old picture 
of the Criolto school, with his life in eight small com- 
pcutmenla painted around the principal figure. 

The Greek mosaic in the choir of his church (olev- 
enth century), ropresonts him as standing on one side 
of Christ (the Virgin and St. John on the other) ; he 
wears the regal crown and mantle, and holds the Greet 
cross. An old <i-csco, engraved in tlie " Eiruria PiC- 
ttiee," represents him with simitar attributes. 

St. Asbano appears only in the pictures of the an- 
cient Siena school. He was, until the end of the thir- 
teenth oentury, the chief patron of the city of Siena; 
but bis popularity has waned botbre that of tho modem 
patrons, St. Bernardino and St. Catherine. 

Ansanna Tranqnillinos waa the son of a noble Ko- 
mao. His aorsc, Maxima, a Christian woman, caused 
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him to be kttmIj hajitiicil : he ^w np lo ihe age of 
nineteen in Iha tiiith of Ctmst. nnd Ihcn diwioeed bla 
Rtij^on, poovErting nnd hnptizing miiny ; 1iGiin> he is 
ruiuiilarwl u the MjMMtle of Siena. In tho terrible pcr- 
wcimtinD under Dioclaliiin, after many suBerinfe and 
imuiy roim^icA, oporatcd through faith and charity, 
Aneaniu wad tiobowlnl on the banks of the river 

tit. Ansano ap]ican in tin 8im» pii'tnrca as a youth 
richly drened, lieannc the palm. Tho city niih iu 
nuuuive lower* in ofiun introdncod into the background : 
BQmetiinin as patron, he cairiea it in his honil. As one 
wbi> preached the failb, nod baptiied, he buars also the 
slonilard of the cross. 

Then) ii a graecfiil figure of St. Aneano in a pictnre 
by Simone Mcmmi, in which he holds a palm with a 
cluster of dotes ilcpeoding from it ; tho t'OiDpaaion fig- 
ure, called in tho catalogue St. Jotitta, a eaint irho had 
no connection with this part of Italy, I suppose to be 
St. RcpBratB.t A fine statue of St. Ansano baptiiing 
the Biaoose coiiTem la i a tho Buomo of SieDs. 

Santa Fina ia scarcflj- known, I believe, beyond 
the walls of the little lowtk of San Gemignanct. Sbo 
was not properly a ninrtyr, not hsTing died a violent 
death ; but long aod cmel snCferings from dJEease, en- 
dured not only with patience but cheerfulness, during 
which she worked with hor hands as long us it was pos- 
sible, and ministered to the poor, procured her the honor 
of (Auonizotjon. The people regarded her, while living, 
with emhusiastic Tenecotion ; and it is related, thai at 
the moment of her death all the bells in Snn Gemigna- 
DO tolled spontanconsly, untouched by human hands; 
— a poetical figure of speech, expressing the ioteiue 
and universal grief. She bad been warned of her ap- 
proaching end by a vision of St. Gregory, whom she 
held ia especial honor ; and when bome lo llie plilM of 
lepulturo, she was seen lo raise ber emaciated band and 



* OsttlDgnii SuclDTum ttallis. | Flnreoce Qal. 
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BT. TOSPET. 

bleu her agfA nnreo, vlio waa tharcnpon delivarcd &oia 
a griovaos mniady. 

All ihosa incidents wore pnintol in the bOHUliful liHio 
chnpel of Santa Finn, in the cathedral of Suu Gemlg- 

no, hj Sebafldan MaiaardiT with a doHcate and pa- 
thetic grace, and a Emch and tenderness of sentimenc, 
worthy of Angelico himself. There are no tragic hor- 
rors, little to Btrike the eye or eeUe tlie atlcutioa ; bnt ~ 
the whole story, aa espre^ed in Art, is the glo " 

:, fortitude, and charity. St. Find 
died on the lath of March, 1253. 



Effigies of St. ToRpft, or Tokpbt, appear to bo 
:uliar to the locality of Pisa ; ho wu llie patron u 
of that civf, until superBeded by San Banieri. Aceord- 
hig to the I^san [egeod, he waa a nuble Homan, who 
torred in the guards of tbe Emperor Nero, v/aa con- 
terted by the Apostle Paul, and siiffiircd martyrdom for 
tho feilh in the yew 70 (May 17). The perpctaal in- 
terconise between the porta of Western Italy and those 
of Provence introdocEd St. Torpe into Prance, where 
lie was long known and venerated under the name of 
Si. Ttopfe. Tho port of St. Tropcz, enst of Maraeillea, 
bean lus name, aud has a fine old chnrch dedicated to 
bis memory. 

Except in the churches of I^, I have not met with 
Bl TorpS, In the Dnomo there, is a picture represent- 
ing Mm ail a Komati warrior, and bcaritig tlie white 
banner with a red cross : anywhere elra he migbt be 
mistaken for a St. Ucqi^. In the same church ia his 
maityrtlom ; he is beheaded by an executioner. 

The old Fisan chrotiicle relates, that in a frightful 
learth caused by the want of raia, the bed of the Amo 
being completely dry, the head of St. Torpe was carried 
in grand procession ihrongh the city ; and sui^h was the 
efficacy of his intcrcesBion, that a suddet) flood desi'ei 
tag from the mountains not only overflowed the ban 
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of the rivpr, hut iwept »,in.j pari of tbc pions prucM- 
■ion, >nil with it the hcnd of tlie ^nt. The people 
mn in de«|iiur ; bnl, lol two axigeU appeoreil lo ilie 
nicuc, ilivrd nniler the wiri% and bronglil up the lieod, 
whifh tlicy nMorol to tho huuls of iho an-liliiebQp. 
This pirtuiVKiiue alory ii also reproscnled Id the Duomo 
atfiM. 

St. Turpi dues not appemr in Uio moHt ancieiit nvorke 
of Pisnn Art, pot even in ttte Campo Saato : before the 
thinccoth coDtury he had been complete!; eclipsed bf 
Bi. Ilaiiicri ; but ia the Krcntocntli ccrttury hU celeb- 
rity ruvived, and all the pictures I ulw of lum were of 
that period. 

Bt. Gpugbds and St. FoTtiOB (SanC* Efe«> and 
Sbd Polilo) are nlso, 1 belier«, peculiar to Pub. Tho 
legend relulcs that &l. Epbeaiu, an officer in theservira 
of the Emperor Diocloliui, Was eent 10 destroy all the 
Chrislians in Sanlinia ; bat, being warned in a dream 
not to perBscntc the aeimoa of the I«rd, he turned his 
arms BgoiiuE Che Ya^giVi, bimI with \m frivud St. Foti' 
tns, a native of Cagliori, euSered mai^rdoiu in the 
Christian caoEe. 

The Pisana having snbdned llie island of Sardinia in 
the eleventh centutj, bore ilie relics of these two Sai- 
dinian eainls in triumph to their citj, and placed thent 
within the preeincte of Iho Duomo. 

The legend of St. Ephe»nB id among the freccos of 
tho Campo Santo, paisted b; Stunello Aretiiio. 

1 . He kneels, in the habit of a warrior, before the 
Roman emperor, and receives his commiBsion to extir- 
pate the Christians. On the other aide is aeen the 
apparittoo of our Lord, who comDiaods him to detOBt 
from pcTEOcnting the servants of Clirist. 

2. St. Ephesua, having become a Christiaa soldier, 
Aghts agaiuBl the heathen, and icceiveB ftom St. Mi- 
chael, an armed angelic warrior on [lorselacfc, the 
Cbristiua standard (the cross on the red grouud, whirh 
a Che standard of Pisa] ; ia the next conjparciiiDDt ba 
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fa seen combating the Pagnn», assisted by St. Michael. 
Thu insalur poaitioD of &&rdlai&, vi'ilW reheard 10 Fisa, 
is expitaacil by water flowing rounrl it, wiih lisliea, Sx. 
3. Tlie Maityrdom of St. lEpliesus ; he is seen in a 
bine robe emliroidered with aturs, kauplini;, utiliurmed, 
in tho inicL<t or a fiery tnnucc, trhilQ tba Silidcs insaing 
&oin it dcBlruy tho soldiers and executioners. 

Throo oilier compositluntt, which represented tlio 
[nanyriloui of St. Fotilo, and the trnuslaliuu of t)u9 
relies from Sardinia to Pisa, are now wLully nuued 
^ud elfaced. 

St. LiuEBALE (April a7), Teneraled In the Fiiuli, 
Is stud to bo represented by Giorgiono ia a beautiful 
picture now la the Duomo at Caslelfmuco, and in a 
picture by Vorotlori, in S. M- dei Cofmine at Venice.* 



Tho patron saint of Rimini is St. Julian of Cilicio, 
one of ibe Greek uurtyrs wJio have been eelvbrated in 
Western Ait Nothing ia known or recorded of him 
but the conr^e with which he endured a cmel and 
prolooeed martyrdom, of which St Chryeostom boa 
^ren a full acraunt. I imagine that it is this St. Ju- 
lian of Bimini who is introdaced iota a splendid pictnie 
by Lorenzo Crcdi, as the pendant of St. Nicholas of 
Bori ; they would naturally be phteed together aa prttron 
cainta of two of tho greatest ports on the eastern shore of 
the Adriatic He iaalso standing with St. Nicholas, and 
accompanied hy St. Barbara and St. Chnstina kneel- 
ing, in a beautifu! little ■■ Coronation of tlie Virgin," 
bf the lame painter. In the devotional pictures, St. 
Jtilian is represented young and gracefiU, of^en with 
SowiDg hur; with a melancholy yet benign aspect, 

• Tbs Sgwe nailed St. Llbemls (.miTe protaabl; a BL OiurgeJ, 
tir OlDTf Innu, h the tmm flgare (pearl;) aa the IIUIb Si. Oeor^ 
vbidi batodgod to Mr, ItDgvni, aad which la nov \ii the NatmorJ 
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rirhl; dreoed la the (eralar habit, bearing hts palm, 
tomclimu the Handsnl of vjrtoiy. and the >wonl. 

His whole biitoty is painted in the churrh at Son 
Oiuliano at Rimini. One of tho tcencs rcpre«enis him 
u llirown into Ibe sea, in a «ark full of serpents : In 
anollior the earcophagns eonlaininf; his tied; is gnided 
over tho wQTCs hy nngeU till il arrive* on the shores of 
tlia territory of Kimini. I hare never soen these pic- 
inrea, which are by Bettino, an early artist of Rimini, 
and dated 1408 ; hut Lord Lindsaj praises them high- 
ly." In tlio same rhurcli is the Martyrdoni of llie 
siuDt, over the lugh sjtitr, \>y Paul Veronese. 

There are do les« than twelve saints of this name ; 
but llic mo moat fiunous nrs this St. Julinn the Mar- 
tyr, who is represented jn>ang, and with the palm and 
sword ; and St. Julian Hospilator, the patron saint of 
travellers, who '\3 generally in the dress of a hermit, and 
accompanied hy a stag. 



The martyrs who nppear \a the pielures of the Lom- 
bard Ecliool, tltoii)rh in some instaDces obscure, and 
confined to eertain localities, ere interesting from the 
beauty and value of the pietunts iu whidi they arc rep- 
resented. 

I begin with those of Milan. 



llal. BB. Orrva^i s Frotallii. Tr. Bt, Gr-miti O. SU Frolals. 
Jane IS, 1. D. «B. 
Tna patsion for relira (for I tan call it by no other 
name) wliii^h prevailed from tho third to the fourteenth 
century, had been introdoced from llie imaginative 
Enat ; and, aa I have already observed, may bo ac- 
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eonnted fbr on the most natnnil groands. TIiq rcmdnB 
of tliose who had perished noblj For an opprcesod ^th 
verc flrat buried with revoRoitiivl tears, and tben guarded 
rith reverential care. Periodical feosls were celebrated 
in their tombs, — the lovB^feaata [agi^ta) of the ancicnC 
Ciirialians ; eubseqaentlj, their remiuns were transferred 
~ cea of vorghip, and deposited under the table or 
Altar froTii which the sacrament was distributed. Such 
pltwet of worahip vrere supposed, of oourse, to derive hq 
'Bspecial saDctity, and theuce im especial celebrity, fram 
" a posseseioQ of the relics of marijra highlj and nni- 
.Tcnally honored. I have not time to trace more in 
detul the growing inflnonce of such impressions on the 
popular mind ; but to this particular aspect of religioui 
enthnsiastn we owe sotno of tho grandest remainH of 
•DcieDt Art, in architecture, icnlpture, and painting. 
Already, in the fourth century, no sacred edifice was 
. deemed comploie, or could lay claim to the rovcretice 
of the people, unless It could boast the posaeBslon of 
some hidlowod remains; and as tho oflbringa of the 
'&jthful Were multiplied by iheir devotion. It became too 
h the interest of tho pricstbood to lend themselves 
tt these pious impositions ; and even tbo chunihnmn of 
'li^ie»t Tank tor energy and inlellocl were either 
1 by the prevalent cntliusiasm, or turned it to ac- 
eount fbr Iheir own inlerestB and purposes. 

When St. Ambrose Ibunded a now church at Milan 
^A. D. 387), the people besought him to coasecraCe it 
f some holy relics : these, however, weni not easily 
Mocured ; at that time they had not became articles of 
iiartaroT merchandise. St. Ambrose was raost onxioiu 
gratify his faithful people ; it was also an object of 
ipottance to intercept some of the pilgrims, who day 
il)y day passed by the city of Milan on their way 10 the 
fiiriaei at Borne. The legend goca on to rekle, that, 
"while possessed with tliese thoughts, St. Ambrose 
ent to pre; in the cbnrch of 8 1. Nabor and St. Felix ; 
sd B8 ho knelt, a kind of trance, which was not ex- 
»ly Bleep, fell upon liim. In a vision he bebehl two 
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young men, of incomparable beauty, clothed in white 
gnrmODts ; wiih ihctn were St. Peler and St. Paul : and 
it was revealed to St. AmUroso that these two young 
mcowera martyrs «hoic bodies lay near the apot where 
be bnelt. He ihea coDvokral hii clergy, and com- 
nuuiclcil thai senrch should be niadc, and the bodies of 
two meu were discoFered in the a[>ot indicated. They 
were of gigantic aize, their heads irerc fonnd separated 
from the bodies, and a quantity of blood nai ia tba 
tomb ; also a record or writing disclosing iheir noniM 
and fatP." 

They were GorraMus and Protasios, — twin brotbeis, 
who had snBered for the &ilh under the Emperor Ncto. 
Having be«a senc hound to Milan, logethcr with Naza- 
ma and Celsui, they were brou^C before Count Ar- 
ICEioa, who, shariog in the enmity of his master agtunst 
the Christians, commanded them to sacrilice to his idola. 
On ihcir refusal, he condemned Gervosius to be bestea 
to death with acout^es loaded with lead; and ordered 
FiotasiuB to be beheaded. A good man, whose nama 
was Philip, carried home their bodies and buried thim 
bonorably in his owa garden ; and tlicy remained undis- 
covered until this wonderful reveUtioa to St. Aiubroae. 
On the second day oiler the discovery of the relici, th^ 
wen borne in solemn procession to the Basilica. And 
as they passed along the streets, many of those who 
were sick or possessed by evil spirits threw themselves 
in the way, that they might touch the drapery with 
which the bodies wore covered ; and immediately they 
were healed. Among these was a man named Sevuua, 
well known to all the city, who had been blind for many 
years, and was rednccd to live upon the alms of the 
charitable; having obtained permission to touch the 
bones of tliese lioly martj'rs, he was restored to light ; 
which iDiracle, being performed before all the multitude 
who accompanied the procession, admitted of no donbt, 
and raised the popular enthasiosm to its height. St 
Ambrose gave Ihauks to Qod Ibr his mercy, and laid 
the bones of the iminyre beneath the altar, saying, ■• Lei 
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vii^ims bo baniB iu [riiitnph to the place where 
Christ is the sacrifice : he npan the almr, who Roffirod 
for all ; thej bcnc&th the altar, wlio were reileeTued bj 
his BuiKiring ! " The Arians, the cncmios of AmbroM, 
at dbIj mock at thia revelation, they even accused 
>>' havii^ biibed Severos aad others to play b part 
IS religions drama ; but hia aatborilj carried crerj- 
whero convicEJon, and the church was dedicated uadoF 
the names of the new aoinia Gorvuslus aiui Protasiiu. 
AAer the death of St. Ambrose, who was laid in the 
eame spot, it took bis name, and ia dow ■■ Saot' Am- 
brogia Maggioro," one of die most remarkable churclica 
in Chtiatendom. It does not appear that St. Gorvautu 
and St. Ihutasins obtained great populorit; either in 
Italy or Spain; even at Milan they aro loss esteemed 

ttlian soTcral other soiats. But it is oibenviso in Franco. 
Some part of tiidr relits having been carried thither by 
St. Germain, bishop of Paris, in SfiO, their story at 
once seized upon the popular imaginalion ; under their 
French nomea St. Gerixiii el St. Prolai^, they became 
the patron saints of five or six cathedrals, and of parish 
chorchfs ianuraomblo. The boet pictures of theeo taiule 
are to be met witli in the French school. In the de- 
votional effigies they uanall; Bland together, Gervosina 
bcariog a scourge with the thongs loaded with lead, a* 
in the legend, and Protasius bearing the sword. WheiB 
one only is raprBseaWd, it is St. Gerrasins. 

At Venice, in tlie church of SS. Frutaaio-o-Gervasio, 

t colled by the people, after their peculiar manner of ab- 
breviation, San Trovafio. there is a picture by Laz»r 
rini, of the two sainta iu glory, cairyiug palms, not 
very BO<id. 
The fine pictures relating to the faialory of these 
saljitB, executed when tlic convent of St. Gervaie at 
Paris was at the height of its richoa and popularity, 
are now dispcrwd ; tliey wete the ehefnTaaBre of the 
French school of the seventeenth ccotory, whon distlo- 

■ guishuiL by hucIi artists oa Ntcculb Pou^tn, Lc Snenr, 

■ aud Champagne. 
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1. St. Ambrose sees in a Tiston GervnsiuB nnd Pn>- 
tasina, who are preBented to him by St. Paul, a. St 
Ambrose, attended by Lis clergy, digs for the relies. 
Two designs by Le Sneur, to be oxeeulcd in itoined 
glass ; \ety fine and limple. Engraved in Landon, 
aod in Ibe Mds^, bat not now ia the Louvre. 

3. St. Gerrosius and Protosius, bcin^ brought bcfote 
tbo Btntun of Jupiter, refnee to sitcHlite : many ligUKi, 
life-size, BDd more dnttnatii^ itian is usual with Lo 
Sdcdt ; the heads of the two yoang saints bare a pale. 
meek, refined graee, tDosl; expn^ssivo of their vocalJoa 
m Christianii, and in contrast with tbe cortbd forms, 
furious luuka, and violent gestures of [lie pagan piicsta 
and soldiers around tiictu. 

Far inferior are the pictnroa of Champagne, in the 
Louvre, also large life-size compactions, each about 
twenty feet in length. 

1. ProtasiuB and Gervasius appear to St. Ambrose, 
who is not asleep, but at prayer. 2. The rolics of the 
■aints conveyed in grand procession to the basiticSi of 
St. Ambrose (not to the cathedral, where they never 
lepoaod) : ifie martyred brothers lie cKlended on a bier, 
the faces seen as if newly dead ; which is a deviation 
from the legend : the sick and poBBCSEcd crowd to kisa 
the white dmpery which lies over Ibcm, covered nitb 
flowers. Among those who press forward is tbe blind 
man Sevcms ; St, Ambrose and his clergy follow, sin^ 
ing hymns ; both pictures are scenic and ihealrical, and 
the heads comtnonplace. Neither in lliis piciare, aor 
in any others I have seen, are St. Gervasios and St. 
FrotasiuB represented as giants, which, in strict ad- 
herence to the story, they ought to liave l>een. 



According to the Arabrosian legend, St. Vitau*, 
the famous tnnrtyr end patron saint of Ravenna, waa 
the father of St. Gervasius and Protasius, served in ths 
army of the Emperor Nero, and was one of tiie conrein 




ST. VITALIS. 
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Seeing a Christian nrnrtyr Icr] lo death, 
speared lo be sinking, lio exiiurtcd bim 
ely lo tlio eai), carried off his body, and 
buiivd it hononUilj' ; for wbith crime, on il; was tiion 
coDsidcred, he was first tortured, and then buried alive. 
Hia wife Vaieria, and hia two sons Gorvaaius and Pro- 
tasius, fleil to Mil&D. The church at lUvcnna, dedi- 
cated to tliis saint in tlio reign of the Emperor Justinian, 
is one of the must remaikable monuments of Bpiontiuu 
architecture in Italy. It wa9 EFoclcd over the spot 
where he waa baricd alive, and dedicated bf St. Eclo- 
slas about the year ^47. The Greek mosaics in the 
vault of the tribune represent the Saviour scaled on [he 
globe of the nDiverae : on bia right bond St. Vitalis 
offers his crown of martyrdom ; and on (ho left St. 
Eelesios presents hb chorch. Bound the areh of the 
choir, are the heads of the Twelve Apostlci, St. Vitalii, 
St. Gervasius, and St Protasius, in medaliioDS. For 
this chorch, Baroccio painted the Martyrdom of the 
patron saint now in the Breraat Milan. It ia a crowded 
composition; the exacutioncra thrust him down into the 
pit, agd fling earth and stones upon him : and among 
the spevtalom are a mother and her two children, one 
of whom preaonIB a chcrrf to a magpie. I have seen 
this incident praised as enpressing the complete inno- 
cence and unconsciousnesB of the cliild ; but it interfbres 
with the tragic aolenmity of tbo scene, and is, to my 
taste, trivial and disagreeable. The celebrity of San 
Yitnlis extended, with that of St. Oervosius and St. 
Protaaius, all over Europe ; there are chDrcbcs dedicated 
to him not only in Italy, hut in Franco and Germany. 

For the high altar of the church of San Vitole, at 
Venice, Carjiaccio punted his masterpiece, — the saint, 
habited as a Roman soldier, mounted on a white charger, 
and bearing the Chriadan standard of victory. 

It was in the church of St. Nabob and St. Felix 

that AmbroBa knelt when he was viaiied by " the levela- 

lion," as described above. St. Nabor and St. Felix 

Cliriaiiana of vrhom noibiug mart' is related 
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than tliaC they ilj^ for the Aiith in the leigTi dt Dio- 
rlptian. They wen? martyred in the ciiy of Milan, 
hnried by a Christian named Philip in his garden, and 
an oratory was built aver thnir reniahia, whirb in the 
time of St Ambrose had become Che chm^h of S8. 
Nftl>or and Feli.t ; it is now San Froncci™. The oH 
mosaicK in the ehapel of San Saliro represent them in 
■ecular and classiial coetame ; bat in a pirCare by Bam- 
inaechini (a Coronation of the Virgin with Bcvera] 
sainte), SS. Kabore and Felloe stand in front in com- 



St. NizARins and St. Cblsub (Ital. SS. Nnznro a 
Cel^l are two Milanese martyrs of great cdebritjr in 
Art. 

St. Nazarins was the son of a iTcw named Africanns, 
bat hia mother Perpelua was a Christian, and canwd 
her son to he bapciicd by St. Peter, NiuarioA grew up 
nnder his mother's tnicion a fervent Cliristian, and, 
accompanied by a yonng diseiple named CeMns, ha 
travelled throngh Cisalpine Ganl, preaching the Gospcd 
and converting many. They came to Genoa, where 
the people, being obstinate pagans, laid liold of them 
and flung them into the sea ; bat the sea refused to 
drown them ; and, after many wanderings, tfaey came 
to Milan, where Gerrasius and Prolasius had testified 
(o the trath, and Nazarius comforted and altfngthened 
them. Some short lime ailorwards he and his youthfiil 
disciple CclsuB Buflered together, l)eing beheaded out- 
Bide the Porta Ttomana at Milan. The heantiM an- 
ti(|ue church of San Nniiaro Maggiore, at Milan, atiU 
stands a record of their names and fate. 

Even more rcmarkaMe ts that exlraordinary monu- 
ment of Byzantine Art, the chnrch of SS. Soxaro-^ 
Celso at Itavenna, better known as the " Maosoleitm 
of GoUa PlacidiB," built and dedicated by Ibal 
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r about the year 447. Among Che uitiqne iDOsa]t?s with 
which the wbUb ore covered I eought in vain for tbe 
tiitolnry snincs. 
Tlioy UK! ilwiiys repi'esantod togetlier, St. Nwtanw 
old, nod St. Calms aa & Toath and Bometimos even oa 
a hay. They bear the palm and the sword a» raanyre, 
but are not otherwiee diatioguisbed ; there are eSigioa 
of thorn in the chanh of St. Nuaro at Milan, but 
probably not of very great merit, for 1 tronfeas that I 
have no recollection of thsm, while Titian's altar-piece 
in their eharcb at Breacia cannot easily be forgotten. 
The central anbjoct ia the resurrection of Christ ; on the 
left wing is the portrait of the proroet Avuroldi, fbr 
whom the picture was painted, and who la recommended 
to the Divine favor by St. Nasarios and St. Celans. 
8t. Niizariua ia bearded; St. Colaua, as a, youth, atanda 
in front, and both are in armor. On the right wing ia 
a bcaniifol figure of St. SebsBtian, drooping and half 
dead. The picture is a votive aSering in commemo- 
* a pcatilenco. 



I 
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St, I.[rpo, Duke of Be^amo, his wife St. Adelaimb, 
their daughter, St. Grata, and St. Alexantibr, the 
Ktartyr, form a gronp of saints iatoresting only at Ber- 
gamo. The two last aie patron aainta of the city. 

St. Grata, alter the death of bar husband, waa con- 
verted to Chrtatianity, and led a moat chaste and holy 
life; and when Ahjj^andor, one of the soldiers of tha 
Theban legion, was decapitated ontsiilo the gate of Ber- 
gamo, she wrapped up the aevered head in a napkin, 
and buried the sacred remains honorably. According 
to the Bcrgameaqoe chronicle, St. Grata converted her 
father and mother from the superstition of the Pngani ; 
and Duke Lupo, by her advice, founded tbo CatboilrBl 
at Borgamo. After the death of her parents, Gists 
governed the republic of Bergamo with singular pm- 
dcncD, " rtdiug tbe people more by kindneaa Uian by 
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leal, and room hy couinplo (h«ii bf ttio tcitun of Ihc 
kw"; — aad rvcrrwhcre proiwiing und prcpOEmidng 
Chrittianil;, She baill tlirec I'limvlieB, uiil Ibunded an 
tKMjiiUl Tor the poor and livk, in whii^b aho minigtercd 
to tlie soSiron with her own lianils ; and, alter goTera- 
ing lb« glBio in gnM prospeillr Ibr Mvenl yeais, she 
(lied, Bud her pare spirit aecendcd into hcafen, tliere to 
mxive the dau reward of Iter riiihteouanesH. (a. a. 300.) 

Id the picmrca gf Coriani, Salmcggia, and Lorenzo 
I>otlo, ail oxrcllcat painters of Bergaino, we find tSum 
aidaMconstiLntlj' re presented. St. AicxaQder is habited la 
a Roman warrior, bcarinf^lhe palm ; St. Grata is usnallf 
csTTf ing tlio lioul of St. Alesootlcr, which is her proper 
Bltribnie ; St Lapo wean a royal crown, and St. Ado- 
]aide a crown and long tcU : as in a picture by Sat 
tneg^B, now in the Brera at Milan. TLgcb is a fine 
■uitao of St. Lupo in a tabernacle alwya the porch of 
the Catiiodral of Bet^amo. 

In the cbnrdh of Sant' AJessBDdro-in.Coloniui, at 
BergBTno, I found two vcrv poetical and dramatic pic- 
tnrcii of the mnnjrdom of St. Alexander. In the first 
he is decapitated ; in tlie seeond, he ta homo to the 
lomb by two Christian converts : St. Grata follows, 
carrying the scTered head teverenllj folded in a napfcin : 
as the drops of blood fall to the earth, flowers spring 
forth, which are gathered by the nuidcnn attending on 
St. Grata. Here we hare, in a novel form, the familiar 
and poetical allegory which repreaents Bowcn, or fonn- 
laina of pore water, or branches of olive, springing 
from tlie blood of the martyr. 

St. Adelaide of Bergamo most not be confounded 
with the Germiin St. Ailchiide, wife of the Emperor 
Otito the Second. 



virgin, tnarlrnid in Corsica about 
[lutiinca ii]>pcars i^ruupcd wjlb llio 
of the patruucsBca of iho city. 
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Hor relicg w:!re brought from Corsica to Brescia, and a 
bennliriil citurcb and convent were ilKlifatei) to her. 

An altar-pioco bj Andrea del Sartu, in tliu Berlin 
Gallery, repreuetits iha iluitneil Virgin and Child ; oa 
hwrtghthaad, St. Peter, St. Benedict, Bud St. Onofrio ; 
on the loft, St Fanl, St. Anthony with lire in hia liantl, 
and 81. Catherine ; in front, bglf length, St. CeLius ia 
a rich lOCDlaT costume, and St. Julia, jonng, beautiful, 
and ikiily dressed, holding her palm. I presume tha 
picture to have been originally paiutcd for the conveut 
of SantB-Giulia, in Brissi'ia. St. Julia aud St. Afnt 
8 found togetlier in ihc Brcsdan pictures 



Si. Panacea. I have ooly seen this saint in ona 
picture painted by Gaudcuzio Ferrari, in bq altar-piece 
in B«o Qiovanni at Vnrallo : she was a poor e;irl of the 
Tatlaja, canonized for her cbastily, her industry, and 
the perfect patience with which she sofiered the iujuriei 
a cruel step-mother.* 



The other patron saints of Brescia, Sak Favstii 
I and Sax Giovita (Fanstinus et JoWta), and St. Arax' 
1 appear in some beautiful pictures of the Brescian schooL 

At tbe time that St. Apollonius preached the Gospel 
I at Brescia, Fauslioo and Giovita, two brolljers, went 
1 converted to Christianity, and led a most holy and 
I exemplarjr life, preacliing to tba pcoplo, miuisteriag to 
I tile poor, and being zealous in all good works. Tliej 
goia»d hj order of tbo Em jietor Adrian, and thrown 
K ]nto the Amphitheatre; hut as the wild beasts refiuod 
K to attack them, they were beheaded aulside tlie gates of 
I BrcwiB, in the year 119 or 1^1. 

I Tlie BrCBcians honor, as their patroness, St. Aira. 
I Wilb regard to llio identity of this saint, there is some 
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iMXplIralilo confuaion, whirl) tntdl ua to mpposa diat 
tlicru were iwo uinte of lliin nmnE. 

Tlio Bn-scian St. ATra, wliora Doblo clinrch is one 
of llie chief onrnmentB of iho riiyi spppiifs to have 
bocn a womui of pairiciui binli, wlio was raoverted 
by wimewing the good woria of San Fnnstino and 
Siui Oioiila ; ahc alM> KaHered a cruel martjrdom, 
togrtlivr niih a certain Calocenu. These saiou appear 
in the iiieiuiui of the best Bre^einn painit'ra, Moietto, 
Foppa, ItAiuaniiio,' Gambora, and Co^alo ; and ooly 
in (be diurelips of Brtscia, where iho group of thfl 
Bishop ApolloniDB with Panstino uid Giovita, Boms- 
titnes with anil somEtimM without St. Afra, ranstantly 
rccnis ; Apollonius in tlie cpisi^pal rolws, and Fans- 
lino anil Giiivita somolitncH luLblled as duacona. 

I. Basaano. luhw chtirdiatBreacia, St, Afra,aiid 
olticr converts baptized by St. Apollonius : FauBtino 
and Giovjia administer the BncraBient. A scene by 
lotcUlight, ill compoaod, but very oliective. 

S. Paul Yeronene. Over her altar on Ibe loft side 
of tbe same chnrch, is the martyrdom of St, Afra ; slie 
is npon a high scaffold, attired in a. rich dniES oF gold 
network, and looking up to heaven with a beanlifnl 
expression of resigned faith ; the headlc&a bodiM of 
Faustina and Giovita lie on the grouml (one of the 
severed beads ia the portrait of Paolo himself, and very 
fina), and St. Apollonius is oxhoning and comlbrting 
the martyr ; one of Uia finest works of the painter for 
color and dramatic expression. 

3. Grazio Cossalo. During the BiegO of Brescia by 

are Eecn defending the dty, and hnrUng back tbe can- 
non-bttlk of tbe enemy. 

The other St, Afba, whom I will mention hem to 

* In S. MBHa-Catdren al Bicscts (■ the muicrplEu at 0. B4- 
maiiLno, npivfipntlng tbe BlBbop Apnlkmliu dfBpenBlDg tbe btAj 
■lunuDcnl u> fBiuIliia, Binlla, Calmn, and A&s, wbo kneel 
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BT. AFSA. 

prcTent confasion, is the pntrojiess of Angsbui^. " Sha 
waa a \iataa.a of tliac atj who lind fur a long lime 
followed the profession of courtesan ; and it liappencd 
that a cBrt^n holy man whoae name vna Narcissus, 
flying from the persecution whicil afflitlcd Ilia Chrri- 
tians in Ihe reign of Aurelian, took refu^ iti the house 
of Afra, irithout knowing that she was alHuidonGd to 
nu. When she found out that it was a CKrisCian 
priest, she was overcome with fear and respect, and by 
■ (oeling of shamo for a profession which it cost her, 
for the first time, an effort to avow. The Rood mart 
look Che opportDuit; to exhort her to repentaura ; she 
" iQBd to htm weeping, and fell nt hia fiict, entreating 
10 baptized; he, knowing tiiat Clirist had uoTer ro- 
jocied a repflWaiit ainnor, adininistared to her baptism, 
and assured her of forgirenesa. 

"And Afht luid tbreo handmaidens, who, like her- 
self, had led a. dissoiale life. She brought them to the 
fbot of the Christian priest, and begged that he would 
instruct them also in the way to salvation. Meantime 
those who were in pnianit of the priest came to search 
toe him in the dwelling of Afra ; but she concealed 
him, first in her own houao, and then in that of her 
mother Hilaria ; and, \>j her help, he afterwards escaped 
I his own country, wluch was Spain. 
" But the idolaters seized upon Afra, and accused 
ir of having assisted in the escape of a Christian, and 
of being a Chriatian herself. The jadgo, whose narao 
ms Gains, aud who had known her former prolbesion, 
was astonished at the modesty and dignity with which 
(he replied to his qooEtions, and acknowledged bcnKlf 
to be a follower of Christ. ' How I ' sud he, ' do yoa, 
a womau of ovil life, expect to be accepted hy the God 
of the Christiana ? ' To which Afra meetly replied, 
'» tnie I am onworlhy (o bear the name of Cbris- 
; Devcrthelcas, He who did not reject Mary Mag- 
le, when she washed his feet with her teais, will 
1 sot nyect me.' And, continoing constant in the faith, 
I Bha was condemned to be burned alive : so they tied 
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bcr to a (imkD, taA beaped ronnd her u jah of vine- 
Imurlics. 'riien *lie lilted up hue ejte to licnYcn, snA 
jmyiid, saying, ' O Tboa, irbo ditlft ndl, not the nghl- 
eoiu, lint tbo emng, to ropcntance, ttrd who but prom- 
ised that even u tlie elaveDth hour Thou Trouldsl 
rxviva the wnner who called npon Thee, fti^cept (if mj 
pciiitcnrc, and let tbo tomienti I nm about to suffer be 
received IK itD expiation of tnj sin, that through this 
tempurol fire I niay be delivered from Ilie eternal fira 
which Bhall conauine both bodj and »oal I' Having 
■aid thcao wonls. her spint departed, and was carried 
hj tlio MigeU iiito heaven ; and a feiT days ofleiwocds 
her mother Uilaria, and her three maidens, Uigna, 
Eiinumia, and Eutropia, also perished for the faith nilh 
a like coDBlanc;." [August 5, A. D. 30T.) 

This St. Afra agipcara only in the German pictorci 
of the Boabiau school. Behind tha choir of the Cathe- 
dral at Angaharg, there is a large altar-piet-e by Chrti- 
loph Amberger, in which tho painter haa ivpreseuled in 
th« eentre the Madonna and Child ; on tlio left wing, 
ihe Biabop-patTOu of Augsburg, St. Ukich ; on the 
light, the martyrdom of St. Alra. Li llie prcdella 
beneath, five half-length %iireB; — St. Uilaria in the 
cenn^, and on each aide St. Eunomia, St. Entropin, 
St. Digna, and the holy man, St. NarcisGUB. I aaw 
tbia picture in 1855. It hat a peculiar mixtaro of Ger- 
man and Italian feeling ; a correctly drawn, and full 
of relined sentiment in the expression, particularly in 
the St. ^laria. Over the high attar in the aoma 
church, tho aame saints are rcpreeenteil in colored scnlp- 
toro, modem, hut in an admirable style. 

When a bishop is seen in company wllU the German 
St. Alra, it is St, Ulricb, bishop of Augsbui^ ■□ 973 ; 
white tbo companion of tlie Breacian Si. Afra is St 
ApoUonius, bishop of Brescia in 300. 




J 



ST. CBRlSTiKA. 



St. CUHISTINA AND St. JuflTIS*. 

These are two fiimoaa Virgin Mmtyra wlio figuro in 
the cbarchea all over the North of Italy, bol)i bfiiig 
patroneaaes of the Venetian States. Tlicre is, how- 
ever, this (lifibrcnco : that whclc the farac of St, Jnetina 
of Psdoa ia confined to ItaJj', and lier efflgy lo Italian 
Art, St. Christina is Tenerated in France, Sicily, and 
Bohemia. 



M,».D.2e6. 

The legend of this saint ia one of Chose which have 
leen rejected bj the Roman Catholic Chnrch. The 
linls town of Tiro, on the borders of Lake BoUeiui, 
whieh, according to iradition, was her birthplace, has 
» been swallowed up hy the waters of the lake, and 
trace of it remains. She is celebrated, howoror, all 
OTer Nortbero and Central Italy ; and is the subject 
)f tome bcaatiful pictures of the Venetian schoot. 

Her legend, as given in the Pa-fftto Cajaidario, rep- 
csenis her aa the daughter of Urbanus, a Boman 
_Mtri(nAa, and governor of the city. Ho was an idol- 
ater, bat bii daughter, who bad been early converted 
to iho IWth of Christ, cnllod herself therefore ChrlEdaa. 
" One day, as she stood at her window, she saw many 
poor and sick, who begged alms, and she had nothing 
to give them. But suddenly sho remembered llial her 
&tber had many idols of gold and silver ; and, being 
filled with the holy zeal of piety and charily, she took 
these lalB« gods and broke them in pieces, and divided 
n amongst (he poor. Btrange it was to see one 
carrying away the head of Jove, aod another (he bond 
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of Voniu, and n ihird the lyn of Apollo, and b Ibarth 
the trident of N^ptuDO. But. ftUa 1 when hvr (kthcr 
retnrnci], and beheld what liad bcea done, wbst nords 
conM BxpRM Ilia ngo aud furj 1 Ho ordcpud his sei- 
Tanu to seine hci and Ki be&t her with rod*, and throw 
her inio s doik dungeon ; but Ibe sngela of heaven 
visltnl and comfurted her, and liealeil her wounds. 
Tlii'u liur &[lwr, aoeing that tonnente did not piv«ul, 
ordered tliem to tie a millctonc round her neek, and 
throw h«r into the lake of Bolsena : but the ntigda Btill 
watched over her ; they EUEtaiaed tlie stone, en that atut 
did uut sink, but flouted an the snrhce of the lake ; 
and the Lord, who behold from heaven all that this 
glorious Tirgiu luffeicd fiir his sake, ieut an angel to 
clothe her in a white garment, and to tonduci her safe 
to land. Then her father, uttcrlj astonished, struek 
his forehead and cxcUimed, ' What mcaneth this wilch- 
croft ? ' And he ordered Ifaal they should light a fiery 
fumaee and throw her in ; bat she remained there Ave 
days DDlianaed, singing the praises of God. Then he 
ordered that her head ehoold be shaved, and IhU she 
should bo draped to the temple of Apollo to saerigee ; 
but no sooner liad she looked upon the idol, than it fell 
down before her. Whco her fatlier saw Ihia, bis terror 
was so great that ho gave np the ghost. 

" But the patrieian Julian, who snccooded him as 
governor, was not leas barbarous, for, hearing that 
Chriaiina in her prison sang perpotually the praises of 
God, he ordered her tongae to be cut out, but — oh 
miracle 1 she only sang more sweetly than ever, and 
uttered her thaoliBgivings aloud, to tfao wonder of all 
who heard her. Then he shut her up in a dungcDD 
with serpents and venomous reptiles; but ihey be^-ame 
in her presence harmless as doves. So, being well- 
nigh in despair, this pervcrw) pagan caused her lo be 
bonnd to a post, aud ordered his soldiers to shoot her 
with arrows till she died. Thus she at length received 
the hanlly-eamcd crown of niar^rdoai ; aud the angels, 
tiill of joy and wonder at such invincible furlilade, bore 
her p'jB spirit into heaven." 



ST. CBRISTINM iSj 

Ih ths island of BiaeDtlnu, in ihe lake of BolBena, ia 
a Bmall cliun:b dedirated to har, and painted it ia Said 
by the Coracci ; but few, I believe, have visited it. The 
superb Cattiodral of Bolnena id also conaecraled in hur 

la devotiona! pictures, the proper atlribnto of St. 

Chiigtiaa is the millstone. She has also tlio arroiv or 

r hand, and bears, of tourso, tlio crown 

and paltn as martyr. Wlien aha bears the arrow only, 

's not easy to ilisliiiguish her iroio St Ursula; but 

early Italian Art, a female snJDt bearing (he arrow, 

1 not distinguished by any of the royal atttibutea, ia 

aoTtainty St. Christina. Pictures of her are common 

in alt the citiea of Northern aud Central Italy, but 

re especiall; at Bolsena, Venice, and Treviso. Wa 

find her frequently grouped with the other pntrous of 

this pan of Italy ; fur CKamplo, witli Si. Barbara 

of Feirara, with St. Catheriuei of Venice, with St. Ju9- 

ina of Padua, Sk. 

I shall ffVB a few examples. 

1. Bt. Cliristina, as patron eoint, stands, crowDed and 

hl^""j; her palm, betweeji SS. Futur oDd Paul. In a 

beaodfiil picture bj D. Mazza." 

'., Johan Scboreel. Sbe sbonda as martyr, one haod 
on B millstouo, the other bearing a palm ; her dress ia 
that of a lady in the lime of Hcury VIII. 

9. Vinccnzio Catena. St. Christina kueelingoa the 
Btltbce of Lake Bulsena ; augele eustain the millstone, 
which is fastened round her neck by a long rope ; in 
'w ski«s above, our Saviour appears with his liaaner, 
I victor over sin and death, and gives to an angel a 
white shining garment in which to clothe iho martjr. 
This U a variatioD from the commonplace angel with 
(he crown and palm ; and the whole picture is as pure 
and charming in sentiment as it is sweet and harmoui- 
in color.t 

. Lorenio di Credi. St, Christina kneeling and 
holding the utdw, grouped with St. Nicholus of Bui, 

til. I Venice. & MariS'Matet-Dciiiiliil. 
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Bl Jnliui of Rimini, and St. BurbsiB of FemiB. 
Abort a tlie Ooroiuuion of tlie Viigin." 

Hi. Ctiriftiaa is wroetiroe) reprewDled iviih % iword 
in bcc bofom, ai in aa allar-piecc hj Bitsolo at TrO' 
visD, and anuiher by Palina : it is ihcn diffimU to ia- 
tioi^tsh Im from St. JiiB.tiiia.t la an ancieDt |)ii;tiirc 
bf Jaropo Arann, in the Bologna Oallory, site a bound 
in a iTcc, aud two cxecutiottDm ihoot \Kt with ftirowi, 
ia lbi> prewncu uf pit<feM Julian. 

Paul Vcninceo painlBd tin) whole hislorj of St. Chrii- 
tinain aacriei of ten pictans, which extsTed rormerljin 
die cbnidi of Sant' Antonio in the island of TorcelloU 
Vonien. I saw six of thesa in the Andvmy at Vunira, 
tlio otheiB apinreDtly are diapcrevd or loet. I. St. 
Clirislina is baptized. S. She infuses to adore the 
■taiue of Apollo. 3. Slic breaks the gold and silver 
idols, and ipvrd them to the poor. 4. She is scourged. 
S. She is TOmfuned bj angieU, who bring to her Iruits 
and flowers in her dangEon. 6. Slie is in el boot on 
Lake BoUena ; two men prepare m throw her oreriioard 
irilh a millBtono round her nock, while her fuilier in 
•sen giving liis ordciB from the shon). 



r Padca, TlRQIS A 



TiHs snint. famous in tlie Paduau and VmietUn terii' 
toriea, was, awording to the legend, a virgin of royal 
hirth, who dwelt in the cit; of Pnduu. King Vitolidno, 



wdnoD snt ot ilgbt nf vMUn, 
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sr. JuaTLN± 

her (ktliar, haviag been tapnxed bj St. Pcododma 
(Prosiloeiniiis), a diadple of the Aposllu Futer, brought 
<p liis dfluglilci' in tlie true fuith. After che dealh of 
her fiither, Jostina heing aisnaeJ before tha Emporoi 
Hoximian as a Christiikn, he commanded that tha 
should be slain b^ Che sword ; and she, oponing ber 
amia to reoeive tha stroke of ibe cxecuciaaer, vaa 
plorccd through the bosom, aad fell iltiul. 

In tlis year 4S3, Opilio, a citizfo of I'udoa, fbuodcd 
in her honor the magDiflcent church which bears her 
name; and aa early as the sixth century we fiud her 
almost OB celebrated in the West, as her oamesnke, the 
iUoBCiious vii^ti and martyr of Andoeb, was in the 
East. Her cbnreh at Fadiu, having fslten into ruin, 
was sniaptnausly reatored by the Benodietine Order in 
the beginniag of the lixteentli century. Tlie coUectioos 
made fbr this purposu throughout the north of Italy 
Bmtkened the enthusiasm of the neighboring staUis, and 
"rooi this time that >ve find Juatina reprcaonted in 
ictures of the Pndiiiui and Tonetian schools, and 
frequently in tho piclurea of Paal Veronese. In 
tbe single figures she is riciUy dressed, wealing tlie 
(Town and bearing her palm, aa princess and as martyr, 
and in general with tbe sword traoaliEing tur bosom, 
whicb is her proper attribute. She is thns represented 
ia a heautirul figure by Vittore Carpaceio ; " and in tho 
fiesco bf Laini in Saa Maarizio, at Milan, where she 
is called by some mistake Sc Ursula. In the Venetian 
mlur-pieces St. Justina is often placed on one side of 
(he Madonna, accumpanicd cither by St. Mark or St. 
Cuherine. As patroness of Venice, we find ber inter- 
ceding; in heaven for the Venetians, as in a pictnie in 
(he Arsenal at Venice : in aoother, we have St. Justina 
and St Mark ptoaonting Venice (under tho form of a 
ieaqliful woman, crowned and sumptnously attired) to 
the Virgin ; the naval battle of Carulari is seen below : 
a gnuid, scenic, votive picture, painted for tho Stain by 
Paul Veronese, t 
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til the magnificeai chnidi of Santa Oiualiii& ikl PadUH. 
the kJlitr-picra by Pnul Voronetc represents ihe tame 
of her lunnyrdom : aiuitl a crowd of people, iliB cxecu- 
tioniir plmii^is ■ awunl inlo bur boioin ; Chrial, mth ilje 
Virnia, St. Jahn, pad k numeroiu coinpBDy of aainu 
and fttigcle, rwcirci her inio glorj above. Thic, to 1117 
tuto, in & lioavy, cruwdeil picture ; ths fine engrHving 
hj AgtisliDO Canieci hu {^len it more celebrity than. 
it dcsurves. la iha lune church, in the centre of tho 
choir, EiHnd« a chest or slirinc, on whicli is sculptured 
llie liistory of the life of Santa GioBiina in Svo coni' 
pnrtiDCDIs. 1. t!he is baptized by St. Proiiocinio. S. 
The baptism of her psrcnis, 3. She ia seized by the 
cmiHsarici of Maxim inn, and dragged oat of her chariot. 
4. She i» nntnyrcd by the sn-ord. 5. She is borne 10 
tliQ grave by Si, Piodoeimo and otbera. 

lu some VcTicdan pirturen the allribnte of the uni- 
corn, which belongs properly to St. JuEtiua of Aniiorh, 
has been given to St. Jaetinn of Fudua ; and wiien iLis 
U the case it h not easy to detcrmioo wLether Ihe 
mistake arose from ignorance or design. In Domeni- 
chino'fl picture of St. Jufiina caroBsing a unicorn in a 
forest, it is, I imagine, SL Justina of AnCioch wlio is 
represented.* In Moreno's splendid picture of the 
Duke AlfboEO I. at the feet of St. Jostina.t I should 
Bnppose that the artist hud the patroness of Padua and 
Venice, and not llie martyr of Antioch in his mind; — 
or perhajHi confounded the two. Neither mnat it be 
forgotten that a heautifol female attended by a unicorn 
ia sometimes merely oJIcgotiral, representing CliaEticy; 
but when tho palm sud sword oro added, it is un- 
donbtedly a St. Justina; and if the picture be by a 
Venetian artist, if ilie figures be in the Venetian cos- 
inme, if Venice be seen in the distance, or St. MaA 
introduced, — then it is probably St, Justina of Padua ; 
otherwiao, when a female saint appears alone, or in a 

■ Or Ihc alli^(LPi7 of ClwKiij. I VltDiiaOal, 
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ST. F/LO.VENA. 

eoropany of martyra, attended by a unicorn, it is SL 

Juslinu of Antiodi. 

St. JosCiDai figarca on tbe Vunctiim coios stmok bj 
s Doges LeoDardo Douato and Posquala Cicogno. 



The Imt of lliese Itiiliiin roanvra who nppears worthw 
of record, as a subject of paiatiog, 19 one of very re 
Celebris, and, porhaps, Iha moBt apocryplial sain 
whole calendar, — which ia saying much. 



St. FiLOJiENi. 

Ik the year 1S03. white some excavations were going 
forward in the catacomb of Friacilla. at Rome, a, aepul- 
Chre was discovered containing the akelelon of a yonn); 
ftmnle ; on iho exterior woro rndoly pwnled some of 
the symlKilB constantly recunin;; in these cliatnbers of 
the dead : an anclior, an olive branch (emblems of Hope 
and Peace), a acource, two arrows, and a javelin : above 

the following inscription, of which tho beginning _ 



The retnjkins, reasonably supposed to be those 
pt the early martyrs for the faitb, were sealed up and 
the trenanry of retica in the Lai«ran; here 
nnained for some years unthought of. On the 
of Pins VH. from Franco, a Neapolitan prElato 
inc to congratulate him. One of the priesta in 
■Ml truQ, who wished to create a aeoBalion in his div 
.ttict, where (he long residence of the French had proba- 
My MUaed some docay of pict^, begged Ibr a, fcri relics 
JD carry home, and these recently discovered romning 
heuUwed on him ; the inacriptian was translated 
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■■Mlrhu traij, V> rilgttifj Sanla Pkiliasma. rat in 
■Mat. AmtH. Anolbcr priest, whoae name is Bup- 
{■HNd hmnw 1^ kin rimil hanilili/, wh> laTond by n 
Tuioa in th« bnuu) noos'lsy, in which lie bebeld tbe 
glurioiui virgin l^lororna, ntio via* plowd lo reveal (O 
him ihal alls liod sutlbred diiith for pnTi^tring Ihc Chits- 
tj«u faith aod lior ruw uf cliutil; to tlie adilresscs of 
Ihs GiD|>«tDr. wlio wisliKiL to tnake her liis wire. This 
vtiioii toavlDg macb of her bislor; obscure, a certain 
jwtitg nrtiiit, wJiom name ia alto Euppressrd, perhaps 
beiviuo of his gtau. humility. «bs infonaed in a visioii 
that the omperor alluded lo won Diorletian, and at the 
some time the torments uad pereccalioiis Kufli^ted by ihe 
Chriitina virgia Fikimena, an well bb her ivoiulcrfnl 
conalancj, were aUo revealed to him. There weni 
aume difflcBJEiea in tbe way of the Emperor DioeleEian, 
which iudine tho writer of the hislorieat ncceiinl 10 in- 
cline to the opinion that the young artiet in his vision 
RH^ have made a miatake, and that the emperor may 
have been, not Diocletian, Imt Moximian. The &cis, 
however, now udmitied of no doubt : the relira were 
nuried by the priest Francesco da Lucia to Naples ; 
Ihoy were cneloBCd in a case of wood resembling in 
Ibrm the haman body ; this Hgurc was habited in a petd- 
eoat of while satin, and over ii a crimson tnnic after 
the Greek fashion; the face was painted to reptwient 
Dotiiro, a garland of Sowers was placed on Ihe head, 
and in the hands a lily and a Javelin with the point re- 
vorged to express her parity and Iter martyrdom ; then 
she was laid in a half-sitting posture in a sarcophagus, 
of wbieh the sidei vrcre glass ; and, after lying fbr some 
lime in slate in the chapel of the Torres flunily in the 
chnreh of Sant" Angiolo, she was carried in grand pro- 
cession to Mugnano, a little town about twenty miles 
from Naples, amid the acclamatioQB of tbe people, work- 
ing many and surprising miracles by the way. 

Such is the legend of St. fllomena, and snch the 
anlhority on which she has become wilhin the last 
twenty yeara one of the raoit popular sajnts m laty. 



ST. OMOBOONO. 189 

/ewcls to tho vnlno of ninnj thnusand crowtia have been 
oSbrcd at Ijer uliriae, aud soleninl^ plnecd round ths 
neck of her image or Bimpctided- to her girdle- I found 
licr t&gy in tlie Venedaa cburehes. and in thuEe of 
^logna and Lomban!^. Ilcr worship hits exceoded 
enlightened Tuacany. At Fi^ tho church of San 
Lncesfio containi a chapel dedicated lately to Santa 
filomena ; over the allac is a pictnra bj Babatelli rep- 
iGsenting tbs saint as a biautifn! nymph-UUe Bgura 
flootiiig down Srom heaven, attended b; rao angell 
I bearing; the lily, palm, and javelin, and beneath in tha 
tbregraond Ibo siek and muiiued who are liealoil \>j her 
intercession ; round the chapel are euspeuded liuudreds 
<|f TOtivB oBsrioga, displaying the power and the popu- 
larity of the aaint. There is also a graeeful German 
nrintafterl'iihnch, roprOEcntiog her in the same attitude 
it which tho image lien in the sbriue. I did not oX' 
pact to encoDuter St. Filomcnn at Paris ; but, to tny 
IDTpnae, I found a che^l dedicated to her in the church 
)f B>- Gervais ; a stattie of her with the Qowera, (he 
Iwt, the bcDUrge, and tbd Anch&r ander her feet ; and 
nro pkturoa, one surrounded, af\er the antique fashion, 
Wth scenes from her Ufa. ]n the chnrch of Saint- 
^fierrj, ai Paris, there is a chapel rccently dedicated to 
■^ Bte Philomuna" ; tlio walls cOTorod with a scries of 
^wcea from her legend, painted b/ Amaury Duval j 
,— ATCrylaJrimitBlioQ of tho old Italian style. 

' ' 'B heard that St. Filomena is patronized by the 

even so, it is difiicuk to account for tho cxteo- 

iion and popularity of her staty in this niuotoenth 



Bs. Okobdoso, tho protector of Creroooa, and pa.- 
pni Mtiot of tailot^, was neither a martyr, nor a monk, 

en a bcnnit ; hut as eftigiea of him ore confined 

J to pii-iurca of tho Creinoneso and Veaoiian 
nlwuls, I thall place him hero to mako luy eliaptvr of 
'' e local Italian saints complete, lie ia regarded all 
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According to Uio Ic^Qd, Oraohnono was a 
of CranuMiA, who liftd rweivod tit>m liU (alhcr lini little 
tchool learning, jn, from tbe moment llt^ cntcml on 
tbo nuiaa^inciit of llli oon af&lrs, a trlsdom mora 
than liumiln seemed to inspire evety action of his life ; 
diligent and thrifty, IiIr atons inocBSMl daily, and, <nlh 
his possessions, hia almost boundless diariiy ; ntir did 
his charity congist merely in giving bie money in almi, 
nor in fooading hospitals, but in the derotion of his 
whole heart towards relieving the sorrows As well as 
tho oecessitiea of the poor, and in exhorting and con- 
vening to repentance tlioso itIjo had been led into erit 
Foorst's : neither did this good saint think it neceseary 
to lead a Ufu of celibacy ; he was married to a pmdenl 
and virtuous wife, who wns eomelimee nncnsy lest her 
husband's cxccssivn bounty to tbo poor should bring 
her cliildren to be^aiy ; but it was fur otberwiee ; 
Omobuono increased dailj in riches and prosper!^, 90 
that the people of the citj believed that his stores were 
miracalously mnltipUed. It is relotc^d of him, that 
being on ajourney with his femity, and meeting some 
poor pilgrims who were ready to fiunt by (ha woysido 
with hunger and thjret, he gave Ihcm freely all the 
bread and wine be had provided for his own necessitjei, 
and going aflorwarda to fill his empty wine-flasks from 
a running stream, the water when poured out proved 
lo be most excellent wine, and his wallet was found 
full of whcaten bread, supplied by the angels in lien of 
that which iie had given away. 

As tho life of Omobuono hod been in al! respects 
most blessed, so vraa his death ; for one morning, being 
at bis early devotions in the chorch of St. Egidto, and 
kncelitig before a cmcifi:(, just as the choir were Eing- 
ing the " GItrria in excdsia " he stretched out his arms 
in the fortn of a cross, sod io this attitude expired. 
He was cnooniited hy Popo Innocent IIL on the earneel 
petition of his fellow-citizens. 



ST. OMQBnOKO. 19: 

Fibres of this amEable citizcn-siiint oei!ur in the 
piotnrus of Ginlio Campi, M^Dsao, Anijrca Mainordi, 
Borroni, and other painters of Ci^niona. He 19 gen- 
orallj hnbiied in a looM tunic trimmod with fur, and cup 
also trimmed with fur, and as in the act of distributing 
fbod and alms to the poor ; BOmetirnes winc-flaaka stand 
near him, in allueioo to the famous miracle in his Icgeod. 
lo a flno enthroned Madonna by Bariolom 00 Montagna, 
Omobaono stands in an attitude of compassionate 
thonghtfiilneaa, with a poor buggar at his feet,* la 
the church of St. Egidio-cd-Omobnono at CrEinona, I 
Ibnad a scriea of pictures from his life. 1 . Ho fills his 
emptj flasks at the stream, and finds them full of wine. 
3. The bread which he distributes to the poor is miisc- 
nlonalj mnltiplicd in hia hands, 3, He clothes the 
rnee^ and naked poor, 4, He expires before the cm- 
ciiiK, sustained by angels. In the cnpola of the same 
cborch he is seeo carried into paraitise by a troop of 
rejoicing spirits. These were puioted by Borroni in 

ie84. 



I have met with vary few amoog the French and 
Spanish manyrH who have attained to any general im- 
portance as subjects of Art. The most inleresting of 
dte Spanish saints are those of the monastic orders, and 
th^ will be found in their proper place among the 
monastic legonds. St, Vincent, whose fame has be- 
come QniTersai, is the most distinguished of the Spanish 
eariy^ martyrs. There are some others almost peculiar 
to Spanish Art, who, from th« bcanty of the rcpresen- 
tuions by Morillo and Zurbaran, are interesting to a 
loTer and hunter of pictures ; bnt as very few, even of 
the best, o( these are known through engravings, and 
as my own ncquaintaoce with Spanish Art is limited, I 
riiall confine myself to those nioel popular. 
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. TcaTi^ AXD Sr. ItDriM*, Patboxkbbes t 



THBtn wore iwa Chr»ti«n Bisters direlUng t 
dty. The; were ihe daughter i>f n potter, and imde 
a Uving by selling oartlienwiire ; and conteutioj; ihem- 
tclvM with iho bare neceasariei of life, thcj ^vo all dta 
roM to ilu: poor. CcrtaJn women wiio lived ncxa them, 
and who wore wonbippers of the goddess Venus catDe 
to Uiur shop lo \iay Teseels for llieii idolatroas sacrilice. 
Thp two sialera answered that tliey had no vessels for 
siub a purpose ; that their ware should be osed for the 
service of God, and noc in tlie woraliip of stocks and 
Etones. Upon this the pagan women broke all the 
earthenware in their shop. Juala and fiofina t^taliiUtid 
by Billing upon iho image of Venus, which they broke 
to pieces and DuDg into the k?nnel. Thij populace im- 
mcdiatcl; collected before their door, seized them, and 
carried them before the pieftct On being Bcrnsed of 
sacrilege, they boldly avowed themselves lo bo Chris- 
tians ; and being condemned to the torture, Jnsta ex- 
pired on the rack, anil lluflna was strangled. This 
came to pass in the year 304. 

The two sisters aro itpreeenlcd as Spanish girls, 
bearing the palm as martyrs, and lioliling in their 
hands earthenware pots. Pictures of them are en- 
tirely confined (o the Seville school. They are gen- 
erally represented with the Giralda (whu'h is supposed 
to be under their especial care and patronage) between 
them. According to Mr. Ford,* their great miracle 
osa the preservation of this beautiful and lar-Auned 
tower in a thunder-storm, in 15(M. When Esportero 
bombarded Seville in 1843, the people silU belierad 
that the Girolila wns encompaiscd I 
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gels led by Ilulina and Juatu, who turned asidi 

Mnrillo Iioa tceqncnlly painted them. Tho Diiko of 

\ Sutherland hns two beautiful hnlf-lcngtit Dgun» of 

i\a, hoidiug each iheir polma and iilritira- 

L> (earthenware pots). In the Spftnish gallery uF the 

DHTTO, there are several rcpreaeatations of them bj 

I Zurbaran and othera. Zurharan repre-sents Ihcm 

richly dresacd ; but Mnrillo liaa generally painted 

I tbem as midmiJias, Spanish girls of the lower clues. 

There was a magnificent siietch by Mnrillo in the 

Agaado Gallery, repreaentint; the Virgin in glory; 

and, kneeUng iti adoration bcfbra her, St. Buliiia and 

St. Jnsta with Ihoir aicarmais at their feet, aeeoni- 

panied by St. Francis and St. John the Baptist: 

punied, 1 presume, for the Capuebins of Seville. 

St. Edlami Off Mbbida (Dec. 10.) was a Span- 
t isli martyr wtioso story is related in one of the hymni 
I of Prudentias, He tells us that, at the time tim tcr- 
a edict of Dloi^lctian was published, Eulalia, who 
only twelve yeara olii, escaped from her mother's 
I bcHiM, and confronted the tyrant prefect, who was sit- 
* Ig in judgment on the Christians, aiid reproached 
ax with his cruelty and impiety. The governor, aston- 
ished at her audacity, commanded licr lo he seized, and 
idoeed on one side of her tlio instrnraeuta of torture 
pr^nred for the disobedient, and on the otiicr the salt 
and frankiQCBuse which they were about to oftbr to 
tbtir idol. Eulalia immediately Qung down the idol, 
and inunplDd tlio oiibring nodcr her fbct, and spit in 
the faoi of the jadge, — an action which, aa Butler 
observes, " could only be excused by her extreme 
youth." She was immcdiaKly pot to death in the 
midil of tortures, and at the moment she cxpirod a 
e doro iMued from her mouth (the usual allegory 
' * ' ■ ' towards 






1 winged il 



She is renowned in Spoin, and I believe only ti 
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met wlch in iBo Rpanlah cliareliM and work* of wt. 
Mr. Fonl, in hig Tliuvl >«<«);, vrnrna " ignontnt infiddl" 
■piiniit mnfbuuiling liijs St. Enlatia witli anotlier Si. 
KulnliA of Barccions. wbow ainr^ is eo similar thst the 
diffirully vroald con«ist, it thmAA •wni, in proving any 
distinnton between llinn. It in tme Ih<!ru are two dif- 
furent IkkIIch, noe Iving at Manila Hud (he otlin a 
Barrelunn; bat llii* might Imve been arranged by ■ 
olinwie. Ono of tlicBo two minti must liavo been 
early unci widi'ly celebrated, for we find a St. Eulalia 
lit tiie grsnd procceaion of Virgin MartjiB at liavcnDii. 

St. Leocadta (April SS), the renowned patroneas 
of Toledo, wb* a native of that city, and in the per- 
secution uf Biocleciau she wbb seized by tlic crael gor- 
cmnr nnd ihrowD into a deep dark dungeon. After 
being kept there fbr some time in daily cxpectatiiin of 
deaHi, she heard in her prison of the martyrdom of lier 
IHeiid St. Zulalia, and cBmestly prayed to be tinited 
with her by a glorious death. Her prayer was 
granted ; for iho expired in prieon, and her relit« 
SttTe ever since been preserved in that eiiy, where 
three of the grnndeat choTchei in Spain, dedicated to 
her honor, show the reverence in which she wb» held. 
Bat BCCOiTiing to another legend she was cast down 
tcora tlio roclu by an order of Docian. A rhapel was 
boili on the spot where eho fell, and there, db it is related, 
angola appeared and removed the stone froin her aep- 
nlthre, wlien she arose clad in a mantillB. and revesltd 
» St. JldefoUBO, who had written a treatiso in Imnor of 
the "Virgin, tlie approbation with which his woA wa* 
regarded in heaven. Before she bad time to dls^ 
pear, St. Itdefonsu cut off a part of tier veil, which wm 
preserved amongst the treaanreB of the Church. 

Sl.Leocadia is repreacnCed onlyin Spanish worka of 
art. At Toledo, in the magnificent ehnn!)) dediMted 
to her, there is a series of pielnrcs from lier Bib by P. 
Rlcci ; and id the hospital of Santa Crux, is a pictms 
which represents her rising; tmm. the tomb to speak to 
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St. UdefoDso. There is s SHrtoe of this saint over the 
gnte of Toledo (Piierta del Caiobroii), cxccuicd bj 
Bemigncte, which Mr. Ford dcscrihpa ns " Florentine 
In st}>lc, tender and tieaQtiful in furm, and ewcct, goii- 
tle, and tenons in cKprcssioii." 



) St, Ciiiapit.sc9. 



Dordlng to BalUet ; Add uairdlnf to the Kdih&ii Ifgeoclt a. d. 
SOO. 

TsK IWo holy brothers, Crispin and Criepianns. de- 
parted from Bomo with St. Deuis to pcGoeli the Gos- 
pel in France ; and, nut williu}; to be a burdun upon 
others, th«y, after the exaraplo of St. Paul, labored willi 
their hands, beinir bj trade shoemakcrB, " \vhii:h is a 
Torj' bonost and peaccal>le calling." And these good 
siunts made shoes for llio poor withont fco or rework 
(for wbicb the angiils supplied dicm ivilli leather), 
va&\, deoonneodas Christiiras, theysufFered martyrdom 
at SoisMtis, being, after TDnny tortures, beheaded by 

The deTolional figurcB, which are eommon in old 
French priol^, represent thcso saints standing loj^thcr, 
holding the palm in one bund, aad in the other the awl 
DT the shoemaker's knifo. They are very otten met 
with in the old stained glass, working at their trade, or 
making shoaa for the poor, — the asnal enhjects in the 
ihoemakeca' guilds all over France and Germany. 
Italian picturoa of these Baints are rare. There is, 
howevor, oae by Guido which represents the throned 
Madonna, and Sc Ciispin prpsenting to her his brother 
St. Crispionna, while angels from above scatter flowers 
on the group.* Looking over the old French prints 
tif St. Crpapin and St. Crcspinien, which are in general 
rither grotescjuo or commonploce, I met with one not 
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easily to be forgotten ; it representa these two famotu 
lunti proceeding on ihdr miSBioo ID preach iIiq Gospel 
ia Franco : Ihcy am careering oyer the sea iu a. bark 
drawn by sea-horses and attended lij trilona, and are 
attired in the Full caurt-dreaa of tho lime of Louis XV., 
with laced coats, cocked bnta, and rapiers. 

These French saints were very popular in England 
OB protectora of the gailil of elioem^era ; and arc re- 
tained, not witliout reason, ia our reformed calendar, 
the day on whivh they ore nlebrated being famous in 
English history and English poetry. The readers of 
Shakespeare will reraomber it as the anniversBry of iho 
battle of Aginifflurt : 

" And Crispin Ciispion nbnll ne V gd by, 
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b| BE eorlj Biehops of tho Chnrch — 
I lired in Ihe fint five or 

lid not belong to any of iha regalur 
\c ordara — farm, in their relation to Art, a 
nry interesting and picturesque group of saints. Their 
importance, gcnoral or local, in tho propagation of 
Christianity, renders them indispeuEable in ecclesiua- 
tical decoracioa; and whetber thc/Btand done, or in 
HuuuK, as the paatora and founders of 
'eapoctive churches, hleesing from their t&bcr- 
le above the porch, or shining from the storied witi- 
aow, or prBsenting the volar; at the altar, or inler- 
codiug for their Sock at the feet of the Virgin and 
Child, their mild majestic ajr, venembte boards, and 
splendid sacordoial robes, render tliora oxiromoly eftbc- 
tire and ornamental as subjects of Art : to tlie educated 
eye and raSectiog mind, they have, however, a far 
deeper value and interest. 

In general, we find that tho (iret Christian misaion- 
ary who preathed the Goapel in any city or locality, 
and giatberud a Ciirislian commaniiy aroand him, was 
rtf^arded aa the founder and UrBt biHhop of tbat chnrch ; 
anbaequautly, ho camo to bo venerated by the inhabi- 
taota OB tbeir celestial protector and intercessor, as con- 
tinuing in heaven that care and superintendence he had 
in earth. Though removed from his place 
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•tnoDg tliam, Iio wtt ilill ihcir luahop, thrj wcie atiU 
)i)i flock : blacfBgyttood conB|jk-aoutlj Id llieirdiarchei, 
■ui] uill umivnileil tiM luiiiil in booedirtioii otgt Ibcm. 

In ihe iIb}^ or tlio free rejiablics of Italy, tlicir i^oin- 
■go bore, inUcod of llis head of a poientatc oi tfittM, 
ttMtof thdrtdtvlnryuini; iu idwc cases, the biJiop who 
bod been tlic first in bring to them the glad liitings of 
aalvaiion, oi who bad sited bin blood, either in lestfnioiiy 
to hie fnilfa. or Id ilciiinra of hit flock. Thus, on the 
eoLDs of Arczxo, we find tlio efflg; of 8i. Douatiu ; on 
Hmse ot Bologna, St. Petronins; on tlioee of Ferraro, 
Sc Maurolius; on those of Kaples, St. Jnnaarins. la 
the fourteenth century, all tho coiDBge of Italy was 
solcmnl]'' plnctd andor the protodioD of ilw gnnrdian 
saints. On iho coins of Milan we have on one side St. 
Ambrose, on the reverse St. Gervi«iaB and St. Frola- 
sins: on those of E1orei>ce, St. John the Baptist, Bikd 
St. CoEino and 6t Damiao. Perhaps it was some 
association with the sanctity of the ima^ impressed on 
it whii'h made the cODDIinfeitiiig of money a sort of 

sBttilcge, and induced Diuite to place a coiner in. one 
of the lowest circles of h^ll.* 

Tbe representations of these primitive biahopi hare 
an cspociol tntcroet and proprialy, 1 might almost say a 
SBDCtity, when contemplated within ibo walla of the 
cbureh consecrated to tllcir honor in a spirit of grateful 
veneration. Wo may con««ive iliis sort of interest by 
imagining liow we shoald feel, if, within the walls of 
Westminster Abbey, we were shown the figure, how- 
ever idealized, of Idm who lirsc brought the tidings of 
the Gospel to this island. Is there any one who could 
tarn away (rem it with indifiereiice or inattention i — 
who would not feel it to be more in hannony with the 
place than General Monk or Sir Cloodfaley Shovel! 

It is not, liowerer, the less trao that with some of 
these mBdifcval bishops thu impression of iho teered 
and the venerable is somewhat spoiled by the Ic 
attiihutos which actompany them. '' 
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to Bco a bishop walking' withonC his liend. like S(, Denis, 
orflourisliingftscoBrgoIikeSl. Ambroae; but even sach 
tepnsenuiiions, liomNver grotesque tbcy may appear, 
Birike Ds in qnilo anoth«: poinl of view when we con- 
«ider the meaning of these attributes and their rolatiDll 
to history, to the cliaracter of the inilividuiil, and the 
manacrH anil morals of ilie ^13 in which he lived. 

la former times the ChnstJanity of a eil; or district 
waa, like a patent of nobility, tlie more hoooTabta fbr 
its antiquity. A eommunity traced liack its Cliristinnity 
M a noble irtu'iul hook his gencakigy, its lar as It was 
possible. The object was to prove tbal one of the 
ApOBtlra. OF at least some im.mcdiate delegate or disci- 
ple of Peter or Paul, had b<n^ tlie flrst to gather tliotn 
within the palo of salruion. Each, too, jealous for tlie 
dignity of the local patron, multipiied and hoisted of his 
miracles ; and if St. Petronim performed a wonder at 
Bologna, it was immediately emulated by St. Gau- 
deniio at Rimini, or St Mnureliua at Ft^rrara. Henca 
tiie uncertainty which has been aludionsly thrown round 
the origin of tho early chtircheg ; and hence the amount 
of legendary invencionB with which the people sur- 
ronndad the memory of their founders, till (he sim- 
plicity attd credibility of the old tradition were wliolly 
lost. Hence, too, the perpetool repetition of the Eame 
extravagant storioa, only varying tho uamea of the ac- 
ton; BO that, when thtse vcaerable persoangea appear 
in Art, it becomes, fiom the moment they are removed 
from the locality fur which they were painte<l, very diffl- 
dUt — often impossible — to discriminate them aright, 
tliey are so much alike in appeeraaco and habllimcnli, 
and ihe same siorioi and atcribntes are so constitatly 



A bishop is imraedialely recognised by bis dreaa ! and 
hers tho grand diatinctioD is between the Greek and iba 
Lotia bishops. The primilive Greek bishops wear ihe 
aiba or surplice, always while, and over that tlie white 
pIoHtfa or dasMe embroidered with purplu croBBee. 
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Tlwlr mMler, when OiHf hnve one, u a BlafT iuf- 
mountcd by a crosa, «nd (licy wear no niitre. Tho 
talter arlbu freqnontlj rommil Ihc error of pytag lo 
tb« Groek btahops the Latin tnitre, and lo the ijxtia 
buhojw iha Greek eroaier- 

In Weslcrn Art ilie ycsltnenw given to the bisUopa, 
miiri'ly na dutiarlivc of the Epiecopal rank, were nut 
iIkwo proper w ilio age in which they lived, line thosD 
of ttio time in which llie piolnre wai painted. The 
diBercncc, liowever, was only in the cut of the garb, the 
gaA ititetf was the same. They wear. Rrst, tlie while 
tonic (alba) faMCned round the waist with a girdle, and 
which has a wide lace border falling to the feet, and 
Eoen beneath the nppei veatmcnis. Over thie is thrown, 
in the manner of a luvrf, llie Mole., a long narrow piece 
of clolh richly embroidered with crosaca; the two ends, 
fringed, are crossed upon the breast and hnn^ down on 
each side, and often appear below the ckasiMe (or pin- 
nfta), which ia the proper eneharistie robe. The pta- 
nota wns at firat, as I have described it above, only a 
drculor piece of cloth with an aperture in ilie middle, 
hot for tho soke of conrenioneo it was cut shorler and 
shorter OD each side, tiQ it hung only before and behind, 
the back part being embroidered with a lai^ cross. 
The palUam, the insignia of dignity worn over the 
ptaneu only by archbishops and patriarchs, resemblea 
the stole : it is a white woolten band about tliree fingen 
in breadth passed round the shonlders, and fFonj which 
depend three short bands embroidered with crosses ; two 
hajig behind, and one towards the li^it shoulder hangs 
in front. Over the wlwlo is thrown tlie cope or p/uin'- 
aU (literally, rain-cloak), because first adopted merely 
as a covering from the weather, in the processions fhim 
one chureh to another. Sobseqnently it bcrnme a part 
of the episcopal costume, fclling oTcr the whole person, 
generally of pnr^ile or scarlet, most richly embroidered, 
open in the front, and bstoued acmas the breast with a 
jewelled clasp. The frioves, with the ruby on the back 
of the hand, figuring tho wounds of Cbrkt, and the of- 
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fidal ring on the furelin^^ of tho riglit hand, nra Boina- 
times, but not always, introdnixd ; tho mitre almost 
alwajs; tlio infutm, two bnnLls or tuppcts, depending 
from tba mitro buhiod, distinjruisli ibc bisbop from ibo 
abbot. Tbe staff, in the form of a shepherd'ii crook 
(fiacuha pcalomliii), complates the Dpigi.'QpBl habit anil 
attribulea. What ia properly the crosia; the elaff sur- 
monDted b; a cross, is borM bj arthbisbops. 

At tho head of (ho early Bisliups we plaiia the Bie- 
larch* of Ronie. first styled Popes about the year 500. 
'F^w are of general interest in their pontificBl tliaracter, 
considered, I mean, as snbjoota of An. St. Gregory, 
for instance, dues not figure as pope, but as a doctor of 
the Church ; nor St. Clement as pope, but as martyr: 
of both I have aircaily spukcu at length. St. Sixtiu 
figures in tlio pictures of St. Tjiuirenco ; ami St. Urban 
in those of St. Cocilia. 81. Comulias, pope in 250,* 
and St. Cyprian, bishop of Cartilage, are generallj 
foond in the same picturo, b<^cBU»o Ibey were fricoda, 
contemporaries, aJid, as majtyre, commemorated on tho 
MUU daj. 

St. Leo, anraamcd the Great, when Homo was tlireat- 
ened by Attik, preserved it by hii bold and eloqnent 
inKrcesaion. "The oppariiioti," utya Gibbon, -'of the 
two ^lostles, St. Peter and St. Panj. who menaced the 
Inrbarian (ritb. instant death if he rejected the pray or 
of ihdr successor, is one of the uoblcat lG(ro°ds of ec- 
oleaiaaticsl tradition. The safety of Homo might dc- 
Mrve the interposition of celestial beings ; and somo 
indulgence is dna to a fable wl«ich has been represented 
by the pencil of a Rnphncl and the chisel of Algaidi." 

Oapliaol's fnwco, alylod " The Attila," is in the Vat- 
ican : it is rather historically tiun religiously beatud { il 
is, in Gift, an historical picture. T)ie marble oltar- 
pieee of AlgardI is plareil In St. Peter's, over the 
chapel of St. Leo, Tim king of tho Hubs, terrified 
by tlio i^porition of tlie two tLpostles iu the ur, tntna 

• A ulBI, muiug [he ccl|>1e Uu* sad huldliic ■ boni (earnu), 
kSkCunieUas, but he U Terr ruely met with. 
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hi* Wk Mill flies. We h>To hero a pirtnre is mailk, 
whh all ihe (kuln of tuto nnd sljlo which pi«VBilet1 al 
that limi!, but Ihe worknuuuhip in cx(«llenl ; it ia, per- 
hapa, the lar^en hae-relieT ia oxjileius, axcopiing ihs 
Kick aculplDTC of liio Indiana and Egypiiaos, — at Igou 
flftecn fust in beigbt. 

Tlxira is an efflg; in raoeiuc aud a grand tresN k^ 
reiciiiing St. Mark (tho only papc who hore tljia name, 
aud who lived ia 340), in the chutuh of San Marco at 

Tlie popes, ns biabopi of Rome, are diBtinguishcd by 
the triple tiara, and tho croaier aurmountad b; a douUa 
crou. The diua, I lieliere , was tiret adopted by Boni- 
face VIII., and guppoaod to vigni^ the triple crown of 
our Saviour, — tlie crown at' glory, the crown of mercy, 
and thp crown of martynloni ; bot others have iater- 
prated it to bli^lfy tlie triple dominion atBened by ibe 
KoDian pontilF, a* Qod's viccgGi«Dt over bcavun, eonh, 
and hull. 

Cardinal priesta did not «itiet btfbre tiia eighth oen- 
tary, and Hinoag the csriy prelates only Si. Jerome 
wears, liy usage and conrtesy, tlie cardinal attributes. 
The earlieet cardinal iwat, properly bo Elylcd, was St, 
BonaveDtnra the Frandscan, whose curiona legend will 
be found among those of tlia Mooiutic Orders. 

Next after the popes and cardinals follow the Gie^ 
bishops ; at the head of these ve place the Greek doc- 
tors, and immediately after them, the nniversal bishop 
patron St. Nieholaa, who, in Western Art, is always 
attired in the vestments proper to the Latin Churcli. 
Next to him the Greek hiahopa most universally hon- 
ored in their elfigies ore St. l^'natius, St. Blaise, and 
Bt. Erasmus. 

At the head of the Latin bishops we place St. Ant, 
brose and St. Augustine, who generally appear in their 
higher chaMcter of lathers of the Church. 

The other Latin bishops who Jigure in Art fall nato- 
ralty into two gtoups, — thqse who wore martyrs, aod 
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I wbo take the first rank bj' virtue of thoir palm; and 
I IlKwe w!io wpro conftssoM. 

The obscnra pustors ol' the asrly Italian cbaidiE's ere 
□aeecrated anciw bytlic exceeding beantj 
I and value of those works of Arc in whicti thej figuro. 
f I shall, therefore, particnlaria) a fcw of the most iuter- 
long ihem. 

I begin my chapter of Bishops with the story of St. 
I Bjlvester, puriardi of Borne, giving hiin tlie prece- 
' Ge, OS 8uuh ; the title of Poem was nuc in nite foj: 
It least after his tiiue. 
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SrLVESTERwasbom at Romeof virluomimreDts; 

at (be ihna when Cunsmntine was still in the dark- 
Bess of idohitry and pcrsei'uted Che.Christiiuis, Sylvoater, 
irho iuMl boen elected biahop of Rome, fled from tba 
penecution, and dwelt for some time in a cavom, near 
the suanut of Monte Colvo. Wbilu be lay Ihcro can- 
fiesled, the emperor vom attnckod by a horrible leprosy : 
and haTiag called to him the pricata of liis fekc gods, 
they advised that he should bathe himself in a bath of 
children's blood, and three tliousond children were ml- 
Ittcted for this purpose. And as he proceeded in hit 
chariot to tha phife wheic the butlt was to be preporad, 
_|hB mothers of these children threw themselves in his 
»^Bdth dishevelled bui-, weeping, and crying akind for 
Sercj. Then Consiantina wasi moved to teara, and lie 
tfdeied his chanot to stop, and he sud to his noble* 
»nd to his attendnntB who were around liim, ' Far better 
it it that I should die than canee the death of these 
iaaocents ! ' And then ho commanded that the chil- 
dren should be restored to their mothers itith great gilts. 
In nicompensc of what they hod suSbred ; so they weni 
Way fiiU of Joy and gratitodc, and the emperor returned 
to Ids palace. 
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" Ciu ihu sunc iriglit, ae he lay ulcep. Si. reKrttnd 
Sl I'buI Dppwnnl at his bcdaido ; hiiiI ihey ElTeldwd 
thtrir \\iaiAt orer hini and stud, ' Because tlioD hut 
fbtnil ID ipill the innocctit blood, Zea>» Christ hai sent 
tM lo liriug the* good connsel. Send to Sylvester, who 
Hei liidilen Bniun); the rnonntiuns, and he shall shov 
tlim llie pool, in whi-^h having WHshcd lliree times, (lion 
shall he dean of tliy leprosy ; and henrtfonh ibou shall 
ndoro the Ood of the Cliruilaos, Hud thun eluilt ceue 
10 persecnte and to oppress them.' Then Constandne, 
HViiiking Iniai this vision, scDt his soldiers in search 
of Sylvester. And nlien tlicy took bim, he sappoeed 
that it was to l«ui him la death ; nevenhciou, he want 
fhi-Frfully : and when lie appeared before the emperor, 
Coiisumtiiuj arose aud sb1uI»I him, and said, ■ I would 
know of ihce who ore those two gods who appeared to 
ine in iheviiioiu of the night 1' And SylctiaKr re- 
plied, * The? were not gods, bat the apostles of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.' Then Constantino desired that hO 
would show him the effigies of these two apostles ; and 
Sjlveslar scat for two pictuics of Sc Peter and Si. 
Paul, which were in Uie possession of certain pious 
Christians. Constantine, having hcheld them, saw tbat 
Uicy were the same who had appeared to him in hi* 
droatn. Then Sylvester baptined him, and he cams 
out of the fool cured of his malady.* And, ihe first 
day after his baptism, he ordered that Jesus Christ 
should be adored thronghout Rome as the only trae 
God ; oa the second day, that those who blasphemed 
against bim should lie put to death ; on the third day, 
that whoever should insult a Christian should iiave the 
half of his goods confiscated ; on the fourth day he de- 
creed, that theuceforUi the bishop of Bome Bbonld be 

• CanBtantlne wu not baptlnd MU a ho dHy> lierm bit doiUi, 

reader nf tbe wide djirer«iu» licLirFen Uie CoDttantloo i>r blBtorr 

Una to the blabopg ot Rame vu br aga conaidEnd m (onibli 
KTUit, bat li Daw unlvenaOf Tflguded as BpoFioia. 
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the chief over nl] tho bishops of ChriBtendom, — as the 
emperor of Home was the first among the sovfrcigna 
of the earth ; on iho fifth diy, ho granted the privilege 
of anncnur/ to all the Chrialian churclies ; on tho sixth 
day, he decreed that no one ahonld build a cbiirfh viith- 
ODt the aothority of [ho bishop; on the aevcQth daj-, 
that the tithes of all tho Roman domains should ba 
I iho Church. On the raghth Ab-j, BfUf con- 
fessing his sins and receiving forgiveneaa, he took a 
apado and dog with Ma own hands the fbnndation of a 
new basilica; and he carried upon liis shoulders iwelre 
bodfliU of tho oortli that lie hod dug out. Then he 
the first stone of tlie great basilica of St. John the 
Baptist, sioco called the ZiHterau. 

"No>r when the Empress Helena, Che mother of 
ConstanCitie, heard theso Ihings, she reproached him, 
aod told hitQ it would have been better for hira to have 
followed the God of the Jews than the God of the 
Christians (for Helena at this time inclined to Jaduam). 
And Conatantine wrote to her that ahe should bring 
with b«r the wisest of the Jewish Rabbis, and that ihej 
eboutd bold an argument witli Sylvester. So ahe ro- 
paired to Bomc, bringiog with her one hundred and 
fimj' of the doctors moat leamecl in the law : and the 
emperor appointed a day on which to listen to thorn. 
He nanetl oa arbitrators two famous Greek philoso- 
phBn, Cmto and Zeno ; and it wsa wisely decreed bo- 
jbiehand, that only one should apenk at a time, and all 
the others should keep silence till he had finished. And 
Bylrwter, being inspired by tim Holy Ghost, dearly 
Bonvicted these meu out of the Scriptures, and pat them 






Then tho ic 






magicmn, 



t loBraad among the doctors, 



defied S 



o a trial of 



i power of his God, and said to him with scorn, 

'Dost thou know the name of the Omnipotent, that 

name which no creotuiB can hear and lire ? I know 

[ it : let tbem bring me a wild bull, the fiercest that cau 

I be fband, and when I have uttered tliat name in his ear, 

I- ho will &U dead.' Then they brooght ia a fierce bull, 
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nhich It reqitind ■ hundred tnim vt reetmn. And 
whi'ti Z&mhri the nmgidan huA *hiBp«iwi thM Mrrible 
Tiamu I& hi* rar, he ni![eil hts c^u and fvW ieaA to the 
ETOUiid. Then ths Jcw» prieil om aloud, and threw 
diPtneclTM with fnrr opon Sjlvcatw ; the two pbilMO- 
pljpre wvto etmi.* ilunh, and e»eti Cnnstantine wm 
KTiit^rpit. But Sytrnter mid mlmlf, ' The name 
whirh he haa pronoiiDml ainnnt bo iliai of God, but 
of Batnn ; fbr Clirisl, who ii uur Itcdeamcr, doc« not 
Mriku desd tho liviug, bat restom lile to the dead ; tho 
Jtowerto kill bclonga equally to men and to wild lieaels: 
lions, ^icra, serpents, cnn destroj life. Let Zambri 
TCffiore wiih a word lh« n^ature ha has slain ; as it is 
wriucn, " I will kilt, I will make alive," ' Thci^ote 
the jadj^es desired Zamhri to restore ihc bnll to life, bni 
ho could not do it. Tben Sylvester mnde the sign of 
the rroM, nnd commanded the bull to rise and go in 
ponce. And thu bull rose up as tnmo and as gentle u 
if ho had been in the yoke from the hour of his birth. 
Tlien the Jews ond the doctors, and all others present, 
being t^oufbtrndbd bj tbia mitacle, believed and were 
baptized." 

Tlie nxoTf which follows is rather a parable than a 
legend : — 

" Some time after the baptism of the emperor, the 
prieals of tho idols camu to him and said, ' Most Sacred 
Emperor, since jou have embraced the faith of Christ, 
tho great dragon which dwcllcth in the moat hath de- 
stroyed every day more than three hundred men by his 
envenomed breath.* The ompcrorronenltcd Sylvester, 
who replied, ■ Have faith only, and I will sttbdne this 
beast.' HttVing said this, he went down into the moat, 
to wliich there was a desccnit of ona hundred and fbr^- 
tivo steps, and having cxordsed the dra^n in the name 
of Him who was bom of a virgin, n^rified, baried, and 
raised from the dead, he closed and boand up the month 
of T lie dragon with a thrtsd, twisting It round three timea, 
andseahngitwitb the nga of the cross; and thus be da- 
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M-nwi the people from a double dealli, — the death of 
idolatry nnd the iteoth of sin. (Hero tlic ohvlous alle- 
gory raqnireB no oxplsnation ; it is merely anothor ' 
of the itDcient myth of tlie dr^on orcrcoma and east 

" Alw it is related of Sylvester, tUnt ho gave a rcfnga 
in his hoiiae to a Cliriat-an whoEO Dtimo niu TimolhciiB, 
knd who afterwurdB gnflered martyrdom for having 
preached iho bilh of Christ. The governor, Tarqnln- 
ian, being persuaded that Timotheos had left greaC 
ridiea, called npuQ Sylvestor to deliver them np, Ilircnt- 
ening hini nith death and divers tortures. And Syl- 
vester said, ' Tboa fool, thin night shall thy Bonl he 
reqaircd of thee, and shall be tlcliverod np to torments.' 
And so it came to pass ; tor when Tarqainian wu at 
dinner, a fish-bone stuck in his throat, chobed ium, and 
"le gave np the ghost." 

"After this, Sylvester was present at the i^reateonn- 

til which WM held at Ificoa, a city of Biihjnia, in 

I >Aich Arins was condemned, and many ordinanvcs did 

fl^vestet make for the good of the Church. When 

I %e had governed for twcoty-thTeo y«sn end ten months, 

I lie died, and was haded in the cemetery of PrisdllH at 



*he single Egores of Sylvester represeot him in the 

pontifical rohes, andvreariog, Mtmetimes, a plain mltic; 

eoDHlinus tho triple liaiit, with the hook and the crosier 

M biihop. I have seen a small full-length figure in 

irfaicb he carries in his hand, merely ns his attribnte, a 

I Bmall dragon, and around its month arc tho three 

I twisted threads.* Ho has a bull crouching at his feet, 

■ ■ " :h is hiB proper attribute, and generally accom- 

ie« his Gothic effigies, whether in sculpture orstainod 

B : in such examples it is necessary to observe, that 

r Va episcopal attire alone distinguishes him fitim St. 

t Luke, who also has tho ox. Sornetimea lie holds in 

\ In* hands tho portraits of Si. Peter and St. Paul, or 
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poinu 10 Uiem. T1um« i» n foll'len^h fignre of a papa 
holdiitg the pirtDro, n> I'Oir. uf Ihe two Rpositi?s. mlied 
t?K> punralt of llriian V. r '"W if it ho rcBllj u portrait, 
kod ro)niMcnl thi» |>(ipo (wblcli 1 iloubt mach), it is in 
the dioraclcr uf Si. Sflvwicr.* 

Coiutuititic is rvpmeatvd ia tho drtaa of a Boinaii 
emiwrtir, ura Itmnnn wonior ; in one hitai] the liibaruBi, 
or MiiDdard of ilii: i'ros«, vliidi is aomctiiurB a banacr, 
■nil MitiietimeB a Iudcq eormouDted by the monogram 
uf Cluist. 

As dio legend of Sylvester and ConstantiQc, half 
romantic, half allegorical, ia one of ilie loost corioiu 
aiiil iuiponanl in Toiy early Art, I shall ^vb one or 
two examples which maj render othecs inteUigiblc and 
interesting. 

1. In the Bordi chapel in the Santa Crore at Flor- 
ence, Gioltiiio jmlnted, in tliree compartments, the dis- 
pate witli the Jews ; the l^cnd of tho resuscitation 
of tbc bull i and Ilio drogon bound and ailenred foreTcc 
by the power of tlie cross. These fwscos, which cover 
the right-hand wall, thongh much ruined, are stitl qtiite 
intelligible ; and the compoaitiouB, for epirit and dra- 
matic power, sarpriBing, considering tbe period at which 
ihey wore painted. 

2, The whole stoiy of Constantine and Sylvester, 
in a series of very antique frescos, as old jierbaps as 
tho eleventh century, at tlie upper end of the cbapel of 
San Silveetro in the church of the " Qualtro lucoro- 
iiBti." 1. CoQstantinc, ia his chariot, is cncoonlcrcd 
by the bereaved and wcoping mothers, to whom lie 
restores their children. 3. He seee in a vision St. 
Fetcr and St, Paql. 3, Ho sends messengers to sum- 
mon Sylvester. 4. The mcggcng^ts arrive at SyWea- 
ter'a oil] on the Monlo Calvo; he looks out oC tho 
grated window. 5, He sLows to iJiu emperor the effi- 
gies of St. Peter and St. Faul. C. The baptism of 

* Bulosna Oil. 
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inBtBDtiQD. T. HciscroTrocdbjSt. Sjiresler. The 
dime compnnmcnia wtiich folluiv aro in a. most ntiued 
Wace, but wo con jiuc discern tlia miracle of tiie wild 
bull. Tlie whoto seriea in engraved in D'Aj-umiort's 
worit. 

3. Tlie legend of St. Sylvester in three rompart- 
ents. in a lieautiful prcilclln by Angelicu ila Piueolo.* 

4, Tilts Btory of Sl Sylvester and Timollieus is must 
Xlaboratelj- painted in tlurty-Doa difiirruat sabjccts ou 

of tlia wlnilowa of the Cathedral of Cbartrea. 

-. ConsCantine and Pope Silvester are seated on a 

AroiM togstlier. The bi^bopi and the Empress Uolea 

' iu A drde ; several executioners are burning tbe 

kra«tical books, and tbu Holj Ghost descends in h glory 

" >ni above. I believe dm ancient picture represent! 

a first council of Nice.t 

6. Constautine bestows, by a deed of gift, the ci^ 
id territory of Rome on Fopo Sylvester and bis snc- 
nora. (a. s. 325.) One of tbe grand fEescoa in 
B VBtican. Tbe scene r^reaents the interior of tha 
1 cliiin* of St. Fuicr; to the left St. 8ylvMter. ia 
B pontifical habit and seated on a throiie, reeoivet 
the kneeling craperar tha g;iFt of tbe cit; of Boms, 
is here represented by a Bymbolical ligurc in 
tho hood of SylVDSttir is The porlruil of Clement 
the reigning pontiff. Among tbe numerous per- 
bo surroand tbe popo and the emperor aa 
are several distingiushed characters of that 
ime; for instance, Connt Caaligliono, tho friend of 
laphael, and Giulio Romano, to whom the design as 
eU a* tbe execntion of the fresco is ascribed by I'as- 

In the Hime hall are eight grand ideal flt:ure« of tha 
nst celebrated of tha early popes, attended by alio- 
Kical figures representing tbo virtues for which e»ch 
>ntiff was retnarkable, or expressive of eotue leading 
in his life and character. 
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I. Sl PetM, in the pondfiod hftliit, Blteodcd b; the 
Church and Kicrnltj. 2. Cictnent I. (iho mamr), ai- 
Kndftl hj Moilonliao and Gentlonesa. Tbe beBuciful 
fignre of Goutlaiiew, with ihe lamb at ber fwl, ba» 
been engnveil liy Strang, and might be mistaken for 
■ St. Agaa. 3. Alexaader J. (or Silvester), aticndcd 
bf Falih Mill Bcli^a- 4. Urban I., the friend ot St. 
Cerilln, uteddvd by Jastice and Charitj. 5. Damascus 
t (A, u. 366~3M). attendiHl bj Foruighi and Peace, 
6. Leo I. (x. D. 440-463), attended bj Puril; and 
Tmth. 7. Felix III., attended by Strength. 8. Gt<^- 
orr VII. (the famous Ilildebrand, i. d. 10TS-108S), 
attended by a aingle female Ggnre holding a thunder- 
bolt in one hand, in the other the OoEpel; nccording 
to I'oHavant, Ngoifying Spiritual Might. 

Hnch might be aoid of this aerjea of Popes and 
thdr aitendant virtues ; and, ipdecd, the whole of ihia 
llall of Conslantine Buggi^ta a tbouBand thougbn, 
which I mnst leave the reader U) iJiink oat (or himeelf. 

I will ODl; repeat, that the papal »uats,wiih tbeexw|)- 
tion of Bl. Sylvester pod St. Gregory, are not ot genera! 
interest in the liielory of Art. 



St. Icnatids TBB0PHOBt7s, Bishop Aim Mabtts. 

Ilal. But' IbmiIo. fr. Bilai Ignue. Otr. Dtr Hallige Ifnai. 

" loKATiiiB nnd PoLvoAHi" wtrc disciples t<^ther 
of St. John the Evangelist, and linked together in 
friendsliip, ns they were associated in good works. It 
is a tradition that St. Ignatius hud seen [he faM of the 
lord ; that he was tha »arao whom, aa a child, the 
Saviour had token in his arme, and eet in the midst of 
the disoiplcB, saying, 'Ofsnch oth the kingdom of 
hcnvcn.' Il Is also related of him that be gnnv op in 
... ,. ; ._ _ _j. ],gjj( and purity of life, that to him 
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it was granwcl to henc Ihe angola eing ; hctifo, whon he 
aftfrwards boritme biehop of Anliocli, he introduced 
into thfl servioc (rf hia chiircb the practicMi of siaj^ng the 
piwBea of God in responsci, aa ho had heard the clioin 
of angels answering cocjh other. 

"And it happened in those dajrs that the Empinvr 
TnyaD went m fight againat the Sfjthians and Da- 
riaua, and ohtuined a great Ytetoty over them. And 
lie couimandod that thankBgiTiaga and sAcrilii^e in tha 
'also godu should ho offered up in all the provinrcs of 
lis Tast empire. Only the diriatiana rafuaetl lo obey. 
" When Tr^an cunieto Antioeh hearilered Igautin* 
o be brought beforo him, ancl ropToachcul him for se- 
ducing tlie people from the worship of their gods, 
lising him infinite rewards if ho wouhl sacrifice in 
emple ; bat Ignatius replied, ■ O CiEsar, wcrt thoa 
Ibr mo all the treasnrca of thy empire, yot would I 
:ease to aduro tlie only true and living Godi' 
And Trajan said, < What 1 talttest thou of a living 
God! Thy God is dead upon the cfobb. Onr gods 
Wign upAn Olympus.' And Ignatius said, ' Yonr gods 
were Tlcions mortals, and have died as sndi ; your 
■Tove is buried in Candia ; your Esculapius was shot 
with an arrow ; yonr Venoa ties in the island of Pa- 
phos ; and your Hercules burned himself in a great fire 
bocause lie could not ondnro pain. These ho Jonr 
gods, O Emperor 1 '* When Trajan heard this, he 
cftused his rooolh to be stopped, and commanded him 
» be led forth to a dungeon ; and at first ho resolved 
a put him at on(% to death, but oTicrwards bo reserved 
liiin for tlie amphitheatre. 

"When Ignatius heard his sentence, he rejoiced 
greatly ; he assisted his guards in fastening tlie cliains 
on his limbs, and set forth on his joomcy ; and being 
ime to Smyrna, ho met I'oljcarp and other of his 
ieoda, to whom be recommended the core of his 

■ Thli reply al IgnsUiu dou Diit ttam corsul^nl wrth Ihe xut- 
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chnrrh. And all irept, and Polycarp etiA, • Wonld to 
GoA that I too miglit be found worthy to fuHet forthii 
r«u»e!' To whirh Ignntiaa replied, -DDiibt not, 
Tnothcr, lliii 1I17 time will come; Imt for tlie present 
the Charch lius nwd of Ihee.' So Ihcr embraced, 
weeping, and hia friiaiila kfesed ha hand(. his gBtmcTils, 
his chains, and hid him hrewell, T^fncing- in his cour- 
age and fervor. Ihax X^atius and his piaAa em- 
barked in a TEfSel and sailed for Rome ; and lieing 
come Ihcnt, tlic prefect on a certain fcasl-dav ordered 
bim to he broi^hi forth and placed in the midst of the 
amphitheatre. And Igneiias, snndiDf in the midst, 
lifted up his voice sod cried, ■ Men and Romans, know 
je that it is not for an^ crime Ibat 1 am placed here, 
bm fiirthe glory of that God whom I woreliip. 1 am 
■9 the wheal of his field, and must be ground by the 
teeth of the lions that I may become bread worthy of 
bang sen'ed np to him.' Snch were the words of thia 
boly and coaragcous man as they have been truly le- 
forded, and no sooner were they uttered ihan two fnii- 
Diu Uong were let loom upon him, and they toi«liiin 10 

pieces and devoured him, to that nothing nas left of 
him but a Inw bones." (But according to another veis 
rion of the story he fell down dead heforo the lions 
Tcarhcd liim. and his body remained nntouihed.) 

A few days after his death hie remains wera collected 
by his disciples and rarriei! to Antioch ; and. according 
to tradition, some relics were bronght to Rome abotlt 
the year 540, and deposited in llie ancient church of 
Han Clemen le. 

The etory and the foie of Ignatius are eo well attested, 
and 80 sublimely aflccting, that it has always been to 
ne a cause of Eurprise as well as rcgi^l 10 find to few 
representations of him. T do not remember any figuro 
of him in a devoiiona! pictnte ; bnt he ought to he rep- 
TOsented in the dress of B Greek bishop, with & Hon or 
two lions at his Eide, 

His martyrdom is a more frequent Inhjeet. There 
is a carious miniature in tbe Greek Mcnology, executed 
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Ibr ibe Kmpcror Bnsil in the ninth ccnincy. The orig- 
inal is on a gold giound tlio atlors Btill most vivid. 
At Serilla there is a piutara of St. Ignatius e:tpos«l in 
the amphitheatre, b; F. Boclas ; and 1 bave seen one at 
Tionail by Creotifelder. None of these are worthy of 
the subject ; but in truth it is one which wo crmid more 
easily endure Co see ill than well exprcsaed. The hor- 
ror with which we refrard it is iarreaseil by the rwral- 
lection tluu St. Ignatiua oulj represents odb of laanj 
baodrcds who pi^rished in the tamo manner for the 
atrocious pleaaura of a Banguinary populoije. 

Ou the side walls of the tliuich of San Clcmctite are 
some lajga and very bad frescos, or rather disiBmpoi 
paintings, represcnung sceaea from the life of St. Ig- 
natius. Tlicy appear to bo of the tinio of Clcmcot 
XL, that is, about I TOO. I am informed that the 
modem frescos \n the churclt of St. Ignatius at May- 
enee are extremely liQC ; but canoot speak of them 
fh>m my own knowledge. 

There are several drauuK on tho story of St. Igniip 
tins. A tragedy entitled " The Uartyrdom of St. Ig- 
naliaa," written in 1T40, was acted at HaU in 1781, 
and the {larl of IgnntluB performed by Steplien Kem- 
ble : 1 do not know with what buccwb, hut it was pro- 
nounced more pious than poetical. 

St. Folcycarp. bishop of Smyrna, was eondcmiie^l 
many jeara afterwards to tho eamo cruel death; but 
tlie games being over, he was barned alire, iti llie reign 
of Marcus Anrelins. Of this celebrated martyr and 
father of the clinrch I have never seen any cfligy. 
Some of the Ecunea of his hfc — for iasianee, tlie pari' 
iiig with Ignatius, or his condemnation by the people — 
would furnish tiue picture^uo subjects, and the autlicn- 
licity of his story roodcra the neglect of it Ihe mote ox- 
traordinory. 



j,4 SACRKD JJfD LEGENDART ART. 

St, Bliisb, Bibbop op Sbbastb. 
nal. Su niwl"- Fr, Snlnl BI^k. Q<t. Der Helli^ Bluluji 

TtlE If^nd of S[. Blaise, a popular saint in Eng- 
land and Fmnce, is of Greek ori^n. lie was bbbop 
over tlic Cliristian Churcli at Sebaste in Cappadofia, 
and governed his flork for man; yean) with great vig' 
ilanre, till tho petsotuaon tinrter DioclctiaD obliged him 
(o fir, ond lie took refoge in a moantatn tave at some 
distance from the rity. Tbis monnlBia was the haunt 
of wild boasts, bears, lioD9, and tigers ; bnl tbcso an- 
imiils were so eomplclaly subdued by iho gcnllenesi 
and piety of the good old man, that, fur Irom doing; 
him auj hnrm, thej camo everj taoming to ask his 
btOBBing; if ihoy IbaDd him koeeling at his devoCtons, 
tbey wdCed duteously till be bad finished, and having 
received the BCcastoined benediction tlicj retired. How 
in the oity of Sebaste, and in ibe whole province, bo 
many CbriBtiSina were put to death, that llioie bagso to 
be Bscarcity of wild beasts for tho amphitheatres j and 
Agricolaas, the goveruor, sent his hunters into tho 
mountain! to collect us many lions, tigers, and bears as 
possible; and it happened tliat these hunters, arriving 
one day before the mouth of ihecave in nhich St. Blaise 
had tnken rofago, found tiim seated in Trout of it, and 
aurrounded by a variety of animals of diSureot spe- 
tasa ; — tbe lion and the Iamb, the hind and the leop- 
ard, seemed to hare put off their nature, ond were 
■taoding amicably together, as ibough there had been 
ercrkisling peace between them ; and some he blessed 
with holy words, knowing that God caroth for all things 
that he has made; and to othcis that were tick or 
WDDoded he ministered gently, and others ha repro- 
handed because of [heir rapacity and gluttony. And 
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vhen tbe lianttn bslield tbis, they were like men in a 
dream, the/ stood aalonisheJ, tltinkin{> the; hod found 
lome encliaatcr; a.nd thcj stiaod liim and carried him 
before the goremor, and, as thej went, tbe good Llshop 
returned thanks to God, and rejoiced greatlj, that, st 
length, be had been Inund worthy to die forlhe cause of 
Christ. On the jonm(>f , ibey met a. poor woman whoso 
only child liad swallowed a fish-boae, which liadaluek 
iahia throat, and he was on tbe point of Iieing choked ; 
and seeing the bishop, tbe mother fell at bia feet, say- 
ing, " acrvani of Cbriat, have mercy npon me 1 " and 
he, bdng moved with compassion, laid his band upon 
die throat of the ctiild and prayed, and the child was 
healed, <uid he restored !iim to bia mother : and going a 
little fcrther, they found another poor woman whose 
only worldly riches bad consisted in a pig, which the 
wolf bad carried off; and he who had obtMOed povrer 
over all Ibe savage beasta, told her to be of (n>od cheer, 
for her pig should ho restored to her ; and the wolf, at 
his command, bronght it back nnharmed. 

When, U length, he appeared before tbo Iribunfll, 
the CToel governor ordered him to he aconr^ed, and 
cast into a dnngcon without food ; bat the poor woman, 
whose pig he bod saved, having meanwhile providen' 
^ly killed her pig, brought him a part of it cooked, 
with some bread and fruit, bo that bo did not periab ; 
and ho blessed this woman, with whom all things pros- 
pered from that time forth. Then he waa bronght 
k aecond time before tiio governor, and ho, far more 
savage than the beasts of tho forest, ordered Si. Blaise 
Ant to be tortured hy having bis desh lorn with iron 
combs, auch aa they uisa to card wool ; and finding that 
M* causlancy was not to be subdued by this or any 
other tormenla, he commanded hie head to be struck 
off, which was done. TbnsF (he good biahop received 
the crown of martyrdom \ and seven pious women. 
wiped ap bii blood. 

Plctnrea of St. Blaise ora not frequent. In single 
figures and devotional pictures he ia represented m an 
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aid man with n while baud. Mdred ■■ a biafaop wioi 
iha pinni?!* Bnd nuxrr, holding in one faand a omsici. in 
tlw otJKr an irun comb. Hich u a oscd br the tnwl- 
eomtiers, llie inMmnienl of hia torUie : tliia k hit, pera- 
Uar Mlribau. Ho ii tbna lepresonled on the ooina of 

A pirmra hy MonsigDori (of Verona), engnved in 
RoaBinl's Ilinorr of Punting, npi^aenla him Etiipped 
mdy (or llie tortara, hi* huidi tied above his head ; 
on onu tide *Iand> on togel holding the iron comb, on 
the other aa aoj^l holding the crosier and Dittra. 

St. Blaiw ritting at thH month of his cave, and mr 
rounded by a tatietr of aoimald, with his hand tssed 
in iho art of benediction, is a subject frequent in Iba 
aneient tnininmrea and stained glues. 

In " The Martyrdom of San Biagio," hy Carlo Ib- 
ratti (in ths Carignano, at Genoa) he has, vith great 
good tnste, aroiiled the dreadlol end disgusting a* bi 
aa possibie. The execaliooers lire in tlie act of noting 
the aged uunt by meani of a pulley, to sospend faim to 
a gkllotri ; oClien are sianding by witb ihu iron oombK 
prepared to torture faim ; nhile he, with an expression 
of |Hous resi^Btloo, raises his eyes to heaven, and 
Beeius to pray for fortttade to endure tlie impending 
torment. In alluBion to the "pious woiaeo" men- 
tioned in the legend, ona or two wnmen are genenlly 
introduced into the martyrdom of St. Blaise. 

Thi< siunt keeps his place in the English re&rmed 
calendar, and as patron and protector of wool-romben 
and wool-^laplers is espocially popular in Yorhsbire, 
where ha la regarded aB the inventor of wool .combing, 
and still romraemarated in the town of Bradford by a 
l^tival hold every seven jean, wherein Prince Jaaoli 
and the Princess Medea, Bishop Blaise ond his chap- 
bun, all walk Uigelhci in grand procoasion.* 

St. CrrsiAN, Biabop of Carthajfe, who perished in 
the potaeculion nnder Valerian, and whose marljrdom 
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of the most aalheatic and intorFsling in ibu Iiis- 
tor/ of the Christian Churdi, is so rarely inci witii oi 
a lubjuct uT Act, tliat I ran recollet't but uas mtaniplo, 
ia a (Mctore bj Pual VeroaiMe, in tbo Brt;r& at Milttu, 
where St. Aitgastine sils eathioDeil, and iMforo liiia 
stand St. Cypnui with the palm and mitro at liin feci, 
and on the other lide lik friend Sc Cumuliiw, pupo in 
251, 



DDder Diocletian and Maxiiuian at ITormia, uuw Molk 
di Goota, betwcuu Roma aod Napl^. As hie firmneu 
■mthBlood alt ordinary lortarra, for him a new and hor- 
rible death waa (irepared ; lie was cut open, and his en- 
trails wound otF on a sort of wbeel sacli at they use to 

wind oflf skeins of wool or silk. SncUan iroplBmcnCis 
ploood in his hand, and u liii peuiliar altriliute. Ue i* 
lepreeenCoit as an aged man attired aa d hiehop. 

HiB EDpposcd mortyrduni — for the alfnghtod iniagl- 
nation ia obliged to take refuge in doubt or iiicreduliqr 
— is the only aabjeM fivni hia life wbich 1 havs mat 
■rith in a |iicture, and fortunately it ia very nuc. It 
araa painted by Niceolo Pous«in, — though how hia len- 
der and refined mind eould be brought to Htuily all the 
detwlg of H BubJccE BO abominable, ia diiticult to con- 
.; — it was commanded by the pope, Urban VIH., 
'» perpetuated in a moaaic wbieh ia over the altar 
of St. Eniamo in St. Peter's. It is said to bo in point 
of tipreSBon one of I'ousbiu'b beet works ; and that iho 
tead of the saint, agooized at once and (iill of heavenly 
tUth and resignation, ia a maaterpiece. I nerer could 
tMk at the pictare long enough or steadily enough to 
wrtifyto the truth of this euloginm, and! should rather 
ohecriba to the jaai rcmarka of Sii Edmund Head: 
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^» «l«witaf Am d>a ]>hk1i artiiti in gcocrrtl do 
■M teim W M " Iks bnn wliirh Brpgnte ihu l^orribla 
" ~" '" i; -ThcMbjeclUnoExfuBo 
"■a been well ob- 
tt bj tba election of a moTneiit 
'n PKTTDigiauo's St. 

e of Sanf Elmo, is b- 

■ ef dw MediKmncui, in Colabrin, 

L «■! Sfaii^ «lMi« dc nurioera jntoke him 




ar ■■ Ki band or on bis lieail. Errrj 
■Md Kaplu <HI1 TemetnheT the ccte- 
j tmk fciliuiii placed under his pro- 
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b tk( tad ynr «f the rta^ of tbe Emperor Tupa- 
dH^Apotfnarii, fiD«l*dMi|i of Baireiuu, was martyred 
iiiiliiiVi A* gMv of dat M7. 

h in ttAtmA of fain iku he •FcompBiiied the i^mile 
n«r feoB Antiod, and ms br axat time hi» rom- 
yyti ud agJMani at Rone : btu, after a while, St. 
tV«cr KM hnu n picath th« Gospel on the eastern 
«MM «f tlil'i hiTii^ Gnt bid his buida on Um and 
sweated to hia those ^ifts of the Boly Spirit 
h Wa voodiGafed ■> ibo ajnetln. 
MUiaari)^ t)M(«fote, none id the dly of BaveDiia, 
b be pnadwd dw 6Jih of Christ wiih so mncb 
IB thai he r»ll«c»d UDiuid him a. lai^ coDgiegar 
riON, and perfonncd niiacles, sileocir^ vheicvei be 
came the tuira of the biac oracln. and overcoming the 
dnnOQ* ; hut the bi-atheiis, heing tilled wiih rage, threw 
Inia inlo prtson. wbenec e«c^>ine by the Iki-or of his 
julor, be Ocd At>m the dij bj the ^ate which leads to 
Kitiuai. IQc eBemies pnisned bim, and, haTlog over 
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vDunda, ho that when his iliaci^ 

■ftorwBrdB bo died in tliejr arms, und Ilia spirit fled ta 

On the spot where he suffered, aboat 531 jeara aCter- 
wards wis Imili and iledicalcd [o hia honor the mng- 
nifiMne basilica of St. Apollinaris-in-CliuBU. Ic is still 
■eui BtaDdiag- in the midat of a soliEsiy, manh^ plain 
nev Ravenna, surrounded with riee-grouuds, and on 
the verge of thut vast, tnelanuholy pino-forcst mode fa- 
mous in the wori^s of Boccaci.'io, Dante, and Bj'ron. 
^e full-length flgnro in modajo, in the apsis of this 
ftntiqua t^urch. c^ihibiis the oldcmt of the few reprcKu- 
btions I have met with of this saint, whose celebrity 
Bod worship are chiefly conflnod to Rarcnna. He is in 
the habit of a Greek bishop, that ia, in white, the pal- 
Hum embroidered with black croases, do milre, and 
irith gray hair and beard. He etands, with hands out- 
tpmA, preaching to bis congregation of converts, vrho 
im lepTBianRd by several sheep, — the wtHwoa sym- 
bol. Another of the wonderfcil old churches of this 
dtf, also dodicalcd to the saint, stands within the 
walls : it was built by Theodoric, aa (he chief place of 
Tforsbip for the Arians, and close to his palace. Tlia 
Interior is covered with moaaica in the Grcuk style. 
Among them is the gmnd procession of martyrs, already 
deecribed.* 
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Qlnitrioos hirtli. •nil was brougbl up witL Jaliari, botU 
lleill);Cllal^aIed in tho Chiistian fstth ; bat when JulUn 
becamB emperor, aatl spoEtatiicd fraw tlie truth, be 
penMUied the ChmtiaoB, u>d pat luuiy of them lo 
deotli, luic) unoDg them wbb iIic fslLtr of Donatm: 
tluirafons DoniLtui fled froia Rome, and look refuge in 
Areuo. Ue hed for liie compaoiuii the monk Uiloriou, 
B tn&ti of most holy life, and logelher Ihej performed 
mtiii]' TDiracIeK, liealinf; the aicli and furing those who 
were iKMMwicd bj evil spirila. There was a etrlain 
ti)Bn wlio was the taxgatlicrer of ihe province, who, 
having occasion to go on a jODrnt;, left all ibe money 
in his fio^B^^'"" d»^ ^ l)'" impciial treasory in tlieeare 
of his wife EuphrosioK. It ivas a large gain, atid she, 
fearing to bu robbed, dug u bote in a tomei' of lia 
house nnd buried it. Having duno this, she died sud- 
denly williout liaving revealed tlie spot in which she 
had hiddao the money. "When her hosbnud reinmcd 
lie was in great trouble, fearing lo be put to death w a 
deikaller, and ho liad rcconree 10 St. Donatoe. TliQ 
holy man, liaving conipiuaion on him, neat with him 
to tho Eepulehre of his wLte ; and having Srst prnycd 
earnestly, he called oat with a loud voice, " Euplirosina, 
mako iuiown to ub where tbou haet bidden the tMsa- 
ore"; and she from tlio tomb answered Mm; which 
was a greaE wonder, and w-itncesed by numj people. 
And after these tbinge, being made bieho[i of Aieixa, 
it happened that on a certain day, as ho was celebrating 
the communion, the sacrajnenlal oup, which was of 
glass, was broken hy Bomo rude pagsna who thought 
to insnlt the ChristioM ; bat, at the prayer of the holy 
bishop. Ihe fragments reunited in his band, and it be- 
came as before, and spilt no drop. This miracle, which 
is related by St. Gregoiy in hii Diahjgiies, was the 
cause that many were converted, and so enraged the 
heathens that the Roman prefect ordered Hilarion to 
be BMiurged to death; and St. Donalus, after being 
tortured, was ilecapitalcd. The bodies of both lie buried 
under the high altar of Che Cathedral of Arsiizo. 



^ 




ST. ZENOBIO. 

Tho Bhrioe of San Donato, esecoted for the people 
of AnziD by Oiovnuni Pisano, a. d. 1 286, stBnds upaa 
the altnr, wliich is isolated in the chnir, itiid ia I'overed 
OD Bit Bides with bas-reliefs, rqircsi'iitlng llie life and 
tnirBcles of the eaint. It u very i.'elelirated aa a louti- 
nmont uf Itnltaa middlodgc Art, but appeared to mo 
IXEremelj une^nol : some of the GgureB full of i^race 
Kd feeling; others rude, clutnsj, and diBproportioned. 
Farts of it are engraved in Cicognara'a WDtk. 

SeTGral pictursB from the life of St. Doaato are iIeo 
in the cathedral, among wtucb his mBrtyrdom a die 
beet. His effigj spears od tbe anctent coins of Aiczzo. 



St. Zehodio of Florence ta extremely interesting ea 
connected wilb the beantifTil eiTleBiagtical edifices of 
PIorCDce, and with some of tbe finest and most ini|ior- 
(ant wotkB of the early Florontiiie school, bocb in painl- 
iag and sruiptare. 

St. Zenobio was bom in the last Tear of tho reign of 
Conalaotino, of a noble fiunilj. His fnthor'B luune 
was Lncian, hiB mother's name was Sophia. They 
bronght him np in nil the wisdom and lenniinB of tho 
OentiloB, hat he was converted BeeretJy by liis icachcra, 
■nd afterwards coarcrtod his poienls. Ue tiecamo him- 
■elf diningniBlied by his ptous and modest deixirtment, 
■nd by hii oloquenoi as a preacher of the faith. He 
afterwards rosided with Pope Damasns I, as deocoo and 
Mcrelary, and boing soat to appease the reUgiona dis- 
ienrions in his native city, was unaniniouBly elected 
bidiop by the Catholics aad Ariaus. He continoed to 
lead a life of poverty and self-deoial, honored by tho 
good, respeclcd by the wicked, converting iiumba^ to 
OlTistianily, not less by his example than his (rarhiog ; 
and died at length io the reign of Honorins (May 35, 
*17). 
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Daomn «t Floranfo, be if KpuMcated eDthronetl, in his 
rpUcopal Tobci. and with tits hnnd nisod in die act cif 
bcncdiriion. lie \aa no j>srticiil&r uttribnte, liat oo»- 
■iunall; in tbe old Flocentioc prints Bonie 1cg:ciid from 
hla lifts 11 repTMcnted in llio batkgronni], and thU serves 
to t% ihs Identity : ■ tree hontl^ inio leaf is, I think, 
the Wlrihucn usually adopted. Soiuotiiuce it is b laolhet 
LnovliilR by her diwl child ; but this, being applicable 
to tcvcral other sainti, is deceplire. 

" It is rained that when they were btfliing the te- 
nuitu of St. Z«nobio through the city in order lo deposit 
tliem under the high altar of the cathedral, ttie people 
CTDwded raand the bearers and picsEcd u|)on the bier 
in nnlcr to kiss tbe bands or touch (he garments of their 
ImIovcU old hisiiop. In passing through the Piazza del 
Duonto the bodj of the ssiut was thrown igaitut the 
traak of a withered elm standing near the spot wiiere 
the baptisterj' now stands, and suddenly the tree, which 
bad for yeais been dead and dried np, burat into fresh 
leaves."* 

This aiory is the snhject of an admirable picture by 
Bidolfo Ghirlandajo, in which there arc beads worthy 
of Raphael for bcaaty and intcDse CKprcssioD.t 

" St. Zenobio made a journey to a city among the 
Apennines, in order lo consecrate a Christian church. 
On this occasion his fi-iend St. Ambrose sent messengeis 
to him with gifts of preciona relics. But it happened 
that the chief of the messengers, in passing through a 
gorge in the mountains, lell, with his mule, down a it«^ 
precipice, and was crushed to death. His companions, 
in great grief and consternation, brought his mutilated 
body and laid it down at the feet of St. Zenobio, and 
at the prayer of the good bishop the man revived, and 
rose up, and pursued his journey homewards with prayer 
and thanksgiving. 

" A tVonch Indy of noble lineage, who was perform- 
ing a pilgrimage to Bomu, slopped at Florence on tlia 
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mj, in order to see the good bisljop Zeaobio, of whom 
■he hod hoard so much, and, having received his b1«»- 
iDg, she proceeded on to Rome, leaving in his cure her 
little son. The day before her ratnrn lo Florenee, the 
chiLl died. She was overwhelmed with ericf. and took 
the child and laid him down at the feet of St. Zenobio, 
who, b; tlic efficKf; of his prajcrs. reatorcd the child 
to life, and gave him bade to the arms of hi» mother." 

This popular legend HppeAn in several of tlie most 
beaDtifal works of the early Florentine school : — 

1 . Id a pictare by Masacdo. Here the resoscilatioa 
of the child ia represented in the artless manner usual 
with the early artists. The dead child lies on the 
grooad, and the living child stands bende (he lifeless 
«ffigy of himself. 

E. In the picture by RidoUb Ghirlandaj'o, the dead 
(Jkild lies oa the earth, crowned with flowers, as if pre- 
pared fbrtbe grave : the mother koKlswilh dishevelled 
hair, and the bishop and his attendants stand near. 
The scene of this miracle was the Borgo dogli Albiz:^, 
well known to those who hsTs visited Florence. 

" A little child, having strayed from bia mother in 
the streets of Florence, was run over and trampled upon 
by a cor drawn by two unruly oxen, but n»lorcd to 
lUe by the prayera of the holy bishop Zenobio." This 
Story also frequently occurs in the Florenline works of 
Art 

3. On the bronze sarcophagus executed by Lorenzo 
Ghiberti to eontiiin the remains of St. Zenobio, are 
three beaatifiil groups in bas-Tclief. 1 . The Restoration 
of the Sod of the French Lady. a. Tbc ResoscltatioD 
of the Messenger of Si. Ambrose. 3. The story of the 
Child trampled by the Oxen.* 
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in the Dnmo tb««, nnk ainoDp tie finoT irorki of one 
or the finvjt of tho inicldio«g« sculpton, MaCtco C^iitBla 
ili liui'i'a. This Sl Rc^Iub nas an Alriran hitliup. 
who, in the diapnie* between the CathoUcE and Ariaiu^ 
fled ftom hU dioccM in Afrtra, and took refuge in To*- 
(vnj, where Tor some time lie lived in liolj solitodej 
but on the intanon of Iral^ by Toiils, kin|; bf the 
Gotha, he suflcred roBrtjrdom. hcing beheaded b; Mime 
h«rbnrinn soldirrs on mftninK to appear before their 
kJDkc. The lefiend relates, that he took hu bead in tiii 
luuidi and wnlhed with it to the distance of two Bladia, 
and there lat down, when two of hia disriplcs coming 
up, ka doUvered to them his head, wliiih thcj with 
great awe and rerecence buried ou Ibe spot. I do not 
n^memiicr that this incident is introdnred in Civilale'e 
bas-relief, nor do I recollect in genuine Italian Art anj 
bishop reprcBunted without his head, even where ihe 
legend jnstilics it. 



St. Fhbdiaso (Friedianog), the other patron of 
Lucca, wag un Irish saitit, who migrated to Lucca, and 
becsmo bishop of that citj in the sixth century (a. d. 
560). It is rektod that in a terrible inundation which 
threatened to desiro}' Lneca he turned the coarse of the 
river Berehio, Iracinfr the direction in wliich it wa* to 
flow by drawing a itarmiv along the ground, and the 
river obediently followed the steps of tlie boly man. 
Thng we find itoeticaHy shadowed forth those costly 
embankments tliroagh which the course of the Serehio 
was changed, and its terrible annunl itiundations ren- 
dered lees doalructivo. In Ihe extraordinary old chnrch 
of San Frediano at Lucca (dating from iho seventh 
century) Froncia painted tho whole hislorj- of the saint, 
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itas celebnited. tiir bis charity and Cbrisdaa virtaca, uid 
Tor Ehe mnnner in whii^li be kept together his flock in 
limca of grant tribulatioa. Actording to oud veisian 
dT bu legouil, he was martyred by JoJiaii the Apostate 
(April 12, A. a. 3S0). 

He is honored chieflj at Verona, where bia very aa- 
cioDt cliurch JB one uf clui moAt interuating monuments 
of art in ali Italy. !□ this L-liurub in a nt&tue of liim 
liold in great veooralion by tbo people. It is of wood, 
painted to imitate life, Uo is aciiled in bis pastoral 
chair, and holds a long fiahing-rod (or reed) is bia 
band, with a flah hanging to tlie line. The eomplexian 
is vary dark, and the oxpregaiou not only good-lmmorcd, 
but jovial. Tlie dark color is probably gircn to in- 
dicate his African birth. Acroriling to the legend at 
VeroDB, be was very tond of fiabing in (he Adige ; bat I * 
imagine [hat the Ush is here the ancient Christian aym- 
liot which reprEsenlcd conversion and the rito of bap- 
tism. 

The " Coppa di San Zeanae," preserved in thia church, 

IB a large vase of porphyry, ia whkh the saint need to 
IwpliM bis converts. According to the Veronesa legend, 
it was brought by a demon frotn Palestine, by command 
of iho bishop, and in a single ni(;ht. 

Ll tho early picturea of the Veronese school, those 
fbi instance by Liberale and Uoraado, a saint, in the 
habit of a. hisliop, and witli a Ssh suspended from hia 
crozier, may be prcaunied to ceproaent St. Zuno.' 

It is rebttcd that King Fepin held this saint in such 
liStiniBtion, that ho desired to be burii:d iu the same 
grave with him. 



St. GEicraiJiHCS was bishop of Modena about tha 
jsnr 450 ; pictures of the legends related of him appear 
only in (be churches of that city. He was sent for to 
" ' ' '* (bo danghlcr of tho em- 
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peior, who tallcKil gncvoosly ftnni a dcrmon ; * ho sleo 
by lib InMTccoioD mtgcI ibe city vf Hodona. wlivn 
■limttcncd bj Atdk, kii^ of the Haas ; and lastly 
{kfter liU doath), prMcrred the ouhedral from being 
datrufwl In a ^Tcat inundation. 

He liguro OD Ibe Foins of Modcoa, and also in some 
«dalitB(cd picliUM, aa imtroa and protector at the dtj. 
» Comqtgio, '" his fiunons picture, ■' the Mndonnn 
(iiui^o," [miotcd for the DominicBnE at Modena, 
w at DrcMldi, haa represenlcd San UcminiaDO 
g from an aiigil the model of a church, and aboat 
went it to the Infant Redeetner, vlioHt liands are 
mt/geAf stretched oat aa if to save it. Tliis, I believe, 
allndes, veij poetically, either to the dedii'alioD or the 
prvserration of Ibe railiedral. On the other Hide arc St. 
Potcr MarljT the Dominican, St. John the Bapljac, and 
the admiralile figure of 8t. Ocorgt. 

S. I'!buI Ven)D«ae. St. Geminiaoo, bishop of Mo- 
dem), and St. Scvems, bishop of Havcnnn, arc seen 
reading the Gospel out of the same book ; this alludea 
W (bo legend that St. Sovenis, while reading th« ep»tle 
in the service at Rsrenna, saddeuly fell asleep, and be 
held in a vision the death and obsequies or Sc Geminia- 
nua. ( At Venioe, but I now forget in what cbnrch. ) 

S. (iaercino. St. Geminiano, in his episcopal habit 
and wearing the miire, rt-reivei from an nngeJ the city 
of Modena (represented as a small model of tlie dtyj, 
which he is about to prcacot to the Savionr. This 
alladuB, poetically, to die preservation of the city trom 
Attila.t 



Sast' Ercolano (HerculantiflJ was bishop of Peni- 
G7B abont the year 546. At this time took place the 
invasion of tbe Goths nnder Totila. During the long 
siege of Perugiu, the good bishop assisted and ebcour- 
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aged his peopio ; and whou tho city waa at length takon, 
Totila ordered hitn to be beheaded on tJic rnmparti. 
Hia body was thrown into the ditch, mhero being Bf^o^ 
wtfda found with a little child lying dead beside liim, 
Au)j were both buried in the aamo grave. His eSigy 
ia on tho coinagB of Perngia. 

Of St. CMTkSzQ (ConatontiuB), bishop of Perugia 
in tho third or fourth ccninry, nothing is known but 
that lio was martyred In Che reign of Marcos Aurolina. 
Hb is Tanerated in this part of Italy, and the territory 
lietween Pemgia and Foligno id called tlte Sirada di 



These two e, 



.ig at Pemgia, ae they 

mtirul pieCnnw of that school, purticu- 
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DCCBr ia somo beautirul plet 

Jorly in those of I'erugino : 

^n«[ wurki, the allar-picco ^v, .>. >.u,. , ^.,.^^.., 

the " Stiidoana run (/inUtn Sunii," which whb one 

pictiu«» carried off from Pecog-ia lo France in i; 

&t.P8TR0MiUB, hjsliop and patron Mint of Bologtu, 
Vos a Roman of llluatrLons Urtli, and an early cunv^t 
to Christianity. Ho distingnijibed himself by banish- 
ing the Arians from Bologna, which appears to liare 
been liii chief merit ; he died October t, a. d. 430, and 
ii not entitled to the honors of a martyr. 

FlUores of this saint are confinod to Bologna. Eveiy 

bsreller in Italy will remember his beaulifiil church in 

thnt city. The most ancient representation of him is 

the Ml-leogth effigy, carved in wood, and painted, 

wMeh sunda within Ills churtli, on Che Icfl-liand lude. 

He weara the c[iiscupal robes, niitrc, and crosier, with K 

black heard, a diaracterimic not usoally followed 

IB Bologna painters, who exhibit birn eitlicr with 

»rd at oil or with very little. In tho dt^votiouol 

Ifdcturea he holds in his hand llie ciCy of Bologna, dis- 

■ tinKoished by tho loll central tower (the Tnrrt AtiaM), 

tnd the leaning tower near it. 

As he is the subject of many celebrated picture*, I 

t riull give a few exampks. 
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He » mthroned m psiron and Iriihop. hehreen St 
Priini-i> rf'Antiil iui<l 8(. Thoniog Aquiotw Ihe Doniin 
iVjui ; \iy \Aircntio Costn,* 

Si. Veminias, M«tal, holds tho rity in his lituifl, 
oppiMile to liim St. Jolm tha EvangeliBi rciidiD); Ma 
Ounjirl ; by Fmnrrsro Conat. 

In A braurinil figure by Lorenio CmIi, he slatids on 
the rlpht of tliB Virpn, bolding the dty ; St. Tliocla 
if on tlia Irl). 

" Tlio Bcaoenl of iho Holy Ghost " ; — the Tirgia 
M well >* t)>e KpOSt\<» Iwing pn^cnt, and St. Gregory 
waA Si. Pctronius natiding by w iviloesses of this stn- 
pendouR wens. Thie appears tin aoKci^onTitable com- 
binniion, till ne iGom that the picture nas punted for 
tbo brotherhood of the Santo Spirito. 

But the matt celebrated piirture in vrhieh St. Petro- 
nius nppean is the masleipioce of Guido, tho Pietk in 
tho Bologna Gallery. 

Another pictnre, one of Guide's finest works, wu 
dodintcd on the c««£lion of n terrible plague in 1630. 
Bt. Pclroniug ia rcprcscnlod as intercediDB for his city 
U the feet of the Madonoa and Child in glory. 

St. p8O0tiT,tis is snoihcr bishop of Bologna, who 
ftppeora in the Botogncse pittui'es ; he was mitnyred !>y 
Totila. king of tlie Goths, abont 445. Ha must not bo 
confoundod with St. Procnlus the aotdier, also aBolog- 



6t. MBttctrniALE, Sret bishop of Forii in the second 
rentury, appears as patron bhidI in some tine pirtnres in 
tho Ehurehes at Forli. He has the common attribute 
of the dragon, ns having vanquished sin and idohitry in 
that part of Italy, as in a picture hy Cigoli. 
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ST. MAURELIO, ETC. 319 

Bomnn, one of tho mnvcrts of Sc. Peter, wlio kdc hitn 
to preoi^h tho Gospel lu the people of Fiesolu, ihun una 
of the greiileit of tUo Etmacan i:ities. Romulus, ao 
cased uf beiug *. Chrietiaa, and uken before the jjriclor, 
wu oondemned lo death ; he wan firat bound Iioiid ani] 
6tot, and thiovrti into a duugeon, where be ruiiiiuiieil 
four dajB, and then, after aany tormouls, dvajialched 
with a dogger. Ho Buffered under Hem (Jul; S3J. 

The old C&thedral of Ficsolo U dedit-nted lo him. 
The line oltar-piore by Allan represenii Si. Romuloi 
baptizing the coavena. He in found also iu the aeutp' 
tnrea of Miao da Ficsolc and Andrea Feroi'ci ; by the 
latteriB the fine baBEo-relievo in his chunh ruprusunling 
hia martyrdom. 1 hare also found St. Romulo in the 
ehnrches of Floren™ ; bo wears tho cpiafopul balnt. 
and carries the palm. 

Sam Maoselio (Maarelins), first bishop and patron 
of Ferrara and Irnola : he was beheaded. This saint 
appean on the coinage of Ferrara. Tiie martyrduin 
pf San Mnurelio, ptunted by GnercJno for the ahbol of 
Saa Gior^o, is now in the pnbliu gaJlery of Ferrara. 

Sak Casciano (St. Cossian), patron of Imola, wai 
a schoolmaster of lliat city, and being denounocd as « 
Chriudan, the judge guve him np to the fiiry of hia 
■chohtrs, whom the severity of his discipline had in- 
spired with the deepest hatred ; the bo;^ revenged 
themselves by putting him to a alow and rmcl death, 
piercing him with tho iron styles used in writing : hit 
Btorj is told by FradcnCius, and is represetited, aa I 
have been informed, in the Cathedral at Imola. 

St. Gai;pekkio (Gaudentiua), bishop and patron of 
Rimini, was siMurged, and tlieo etoncd, by tlje Arian 
party, which at that time had the nppcr hand in Italy. 
(October 14. a. d. 359.) His effigj- is on the early coin- 
ago of Rimini. 
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St. Sibd (S.mis), Rnt bishop or Pavia in tlio roorth 
oentury, giwerncil ihe rharcU there for lifty-eix yean i 
whether ho was nuutyred is uaMrtuin. Hia effi^ ia 
on lliv enrly coine ot Paria, and a beautiful ttalne of 
him is in the cathedral. 

St. AnnoNDio, fourth biahop of Como, mia a na- 
lire of ThcsBBlotiii'a, c«nt(.-mporary wilh Leo I. Ho ii 
tlw apostle and pnCron of llmt part of Italy, and figures 
in the Cadiedial ai Como. 

St, HiLiiiT, though properly n French sainl (ha 
waa li>sho|> of I'oitioni in ttic fourth century), it con- 
Eiilerod as one of the lights of the early Italian Chun'ii, 
and (tiEtlnguighed hitniclf in Lombardy by opposing 
the ArianB ; hencv he in reverenced through the North 
of ItaJy under tho namo of Sant* Ilario. As one of the 
putonn of Parma, where aoma of his relies are eud to 
repose, he ia the subject of one of Corregeio's splendid 
frescos [n the cathedral there. Ho has a I'hurrh at 
CromoDa where 1 retnemher a very fine pictnre by 
Giolio Campi, leprBscnting the grand old bishop seated 
on a raised throne reading the Gospel, which Ues open 
on bis knees, while Si, Csihertne and St. Apollonia 
stand on each side.* It recalls the best mantier of 
FarmiKLano ia style and color, and is about the same 
date (1537). 
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8T, JANUARIUa, 331 

St. Januarius (Ital. San Gennaro; Fr, Saint 
Janvier) is the great patron of Naples and protector of 
the city against the eruptions of Mount Vesuvius ; as 
such he figures in the pictures of the Neapolitan school, 
and in pictures painted for the churches of Naples. 

The legend relates that he was bishop of Benevento ; 
and, in the tenth persecution, he came with six of his 
companions to Naples, to encourage and comfort the 
Christians : they were seized and carried to Puzzuoli, 
and there exposed to the wild beasts in the amphithea- 
tre ; but the beasts refused to touch them. Then St. 
Januarius was thrown into a burning fiery furnace, 
and came out of it unharmed ; finally he was beheaded 
(Sept. 19, A. D. 303). 

Li the devotional figures he is represented in the 
robes and mitre of a bishop, holding his palm, with 
Mount Vesuvius in the background. 

The miraculous preservation of the city of Naples 
when menaced by torrents of lava, is a frequent subject 
in the churches there. 

Domenichino, when at Naples, painted his large fresco 
of St. Januarius appearing to the Neapolitans during the 
eruption of 1631. And by Spagnoletto I have seen the 
martyrdom of St. Januarius : he is thrown into a fur- 
nace. Except at Naples I have never met with any 
pictnres relating to this saint. 





l^jHE legend whiiii confounds DioojsiuB iho 
J Arcops^ta nith St. Deoia of Fnnce (liUhop 
f Paris in the third centarj) nill not bear 
Pj any crilii'al remark or invesligalion ; liul ta 
B that which preseots iiselt everynbcro in Art, I 
give it licre at it wa» popalarlj received. 

" DioBysiuB wag an AtiicniaJi philoEopher, nbo, for 
his great wisdom io hcaveolj things, was named Tlio- 
oaophas, and lieing a jud^ of the Aroopagae, was also 
called tlie Areopagile. He travelled itilo Egypt to 
Btody astrology under the priests of that country. 
Being at Hcliopolis with hie companion, the philoso- 
pher Apollophanes, and studying together the conises of 
the stars, tJiey Iwheld the heavens datiiened, and there 
was darlcneua ov«r the heaven and earth for tbres hours ; 
and Dionysins n>iw much troubled in BpiHl, tiol linow- 
ing what ihianiiglit signify. He knew not then, though 
be afterwards learned, that this was the dartcness wliicii 
fell npoD the earth in the same liour that the Bodecmcr 
died for onr sins, — the darknoES tvhiili preceded iha 
dawning of the true light. And on thubo tilings did 
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Sionrsins medltalc rontinnaUj. Some time after hia 
Rira to Alliens. St. Paul arrived lliere, and preached 
tlie peoplu : and lie pruacliedlo tliem the unknowk 
God. Dionj^us liateaed with wander, and aflerwardB 
be soaglit Paul, and saked him coDceniiiig this unknowo 
Ood. Then Paul explained all the mysteries of the 
ChiiBtian religion, and Dionyaiufl believed, and was 
liaptiied in tlie &jth. The apoEtlo ordained him priest, 
and be became the first bishop of Atboas. 

■ Among the writings altrilinled to tliid crcat saint 
rsTtaJD loners, in which bo tells as that ho travelled 
to JOTOgaleni to pay a rinit to ihe holy Virgin, and that 
tie was stTDck with admiration and wonder to behold 
the glory which sliono around her, and dnzzled by Iho 
glorious company of angels which continually attend 
upon her. Also the same Dionyslu^ tells ns that he was 
present at her death and bnrial, aod he has recorded the 
es of the apostles wlio were also present on that 

AfteriTBrds he returned to Athens, and tbenra 
travelled into Italy and Fraoca, and having joined Paul 
Borne, he atleiideil liim to his martyrdom. After 
tliat he mu sent by Popo Clement, the GuccesBor of 
FMw, to preoeh the Gus]>el iu the kingdom of France. 
And Clement gavn him for his companions, to aid him 
In Iu£ labon, a priest, whose name was Rusticos, and 
* Mon, who was called Elomborius. 
St Denis (for so the Frenoli afterwards called him) 
•rrivad at Paris, the capital of that conntry, an exeocd- 
ingly great and rich city, fnll of inhabitants, and well 
provided with all the good things of this earth ; the 
•IdeB wero bright, and the lands fertiie : < it seemed to 
DioajnnB another Athens.' So ha resolved to fix his 
□ce titere, and to teach ttieso people, who were 
A, and happy, and rich in all things bat those 
which coDcemed their 9alvatic^n, the way of trulh and 
l%hteoQanOES. Therefore Diooysios preached lo them 
tlie Gospel, and converted many. Moreover, he sent 
* inarii>a in all tlie provinces of France, and even 
into Germany, 
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" Now joa ran en/Wv believe that tlicee Things were 
particularlj displcnsing to Sainu, thai enemy of the 
human mce. He stirred np many of the noblee and 
Othert ^hIiisI the good hishop, anJ rartaia of their 
cmiBsaries arcueed him to the Emperor Trojan ; but 
others say it waa the Emperor Domiliau, and that this 
wicked etnperor deapaCched the proconEul FeecenniDB 
ftom Bone to Paris with ordera to eeixe St. Deoia, and 
throw him into prison, together with his eompanioDS, 
HnstiruB and Elemljci^uH. The prefbi't ordered them 
to he hronght before him. and, Rnding' tliat thej per- 
Bieted in denying and contamning his goda, he com- 
manded that tbey Ehauld be dragged forth to death ; 
and being coma to tiio ploee of cjioeution, DionyBiua 
kucit down, nn it mining his hauds and hlBejestoheaTen, 
ho eommendod himaelf to God, and RoBticns and Elea- 
therioa responded with a loud amen. Then Ilievenersr 
He and holy prclaio DionysinB said to the cscculioner, 
•Do thine office'; and he, being diligeut, in a few min- 
utes Htmck off all their beads, and left them there, aa 
was usual, to be devoured by the wild begstB. But the 
Lord did not forget his servants, nor was it his will 
that theit holy remains should ho dishonored ; there- 
fore he permitted a most stupendous miracte, namely, 
that the body of Dionywna rose np on its feet, and, 
taking up the bead in his hands, walked the space of 
two miles, lo a plafe wiled the Mount of Martyrs 
(sinee called Mont Martre), the angds Einging hymns 
by the way. Many were converted hythia great mrra- 
cle, paiticnlarly Laetia, the wife of Luhriue, who, har- 
ing declared herself a Christian, waa also hchcaded." 

The bodies of St. Denis, of Bt. ElenthErina, and. 
St. Rusticos were buried afterwards on this spot, and 
the flrsl person who raised a church to their honor wai 
St. Genevieve, assisted by the people of Foria. In 
the reign of King Dagobert the holy roiica were ra- 
moTed (o the Abbey of St. Denis. The saint became 
the pntroo saini of the French motiarchy, his lutme 
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tha frar-CTj of the French armies. Tlio fumons ori- 
flammB — tlic BtanJord of Frnnco — wm tbe banner 
conaccnttcd apon liis tomb. About (lie jcar 754. Pope 
Stephen 11.. who hud been cdutnied in ihe monHstcry 
of St. DeniB, transplanted his native taint to Rome, 
and from tliis period the name of St. Donis has been, 
known and venerated through all Europe. In Ihe 
fimo of LouiB lo TWbonnaire (A. t>. 811) certain writ- 
ings, said to be ihoao of Dionjaius the Arcopn)cite, 
were brought to France^ and thmi it became a point 
of honor among the French legendary writera to prove 
Adr 8l. Denis Of Pari! identical with the famoua 
convert and disciple of St. Paal; in which they have 
•0 Sir Rneceeded, that in aacred Art it has becomo diffi- 
cult to consider tbera nt diflcinct persona. 

The popular effigica of St. Dunig, those which an) 
iisoalty met with in the French and Geminn prints, 
in the Gothic acalptnrc and stained glass of the French 
churches, represent him in his episcopal robes, carry- 
ing hie head in his hand ; somaiimcs. while he weaia 
his own mitrod head, ha carries also a head ill hia 
hand, — which I have heard sneered at, as adding the 
practical blonder of the two beads to the ori^nal al>- 
sm^^ of the story : but the &ct is, that in both in- 
itancea the original signitiFation is tha lame ; tlic attti- 
bnte of the severed head CKpresses merely martyrdura 
by decapittLtinn, and that the martyr bringB hie head 
Ko oB^ring to the Chnrch of Christ. Sucb figures 
appear to have suggested the le^nMids of several head- 
lau (Bints promulgated to gratify the popular taatu ftw 
marveU and miracles- 
Devotional figures of St. Denis are not coinmoa in 
the Italian schools, and in these I recollect no instance 
in which he is without his bead. 

There is a very fine picture of Ghirlandnjo.* in 
which San Dionigi and St. Thomas Aquinas stand on 
each side of the Vir^^in : the former, a most Di^eaiic 
and venerablo figure, sIbjuIs in liis episcopal robes, 

• FloTEi™ Adul. 
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lichlv and elobonucly embroidered, holding his croaier; 
St. Thomiu. in hU UomiDitan babic us a doctor of 
tbcolocj. holdiTrg lii« Imut : they «rc bera Erignificantly 
uid intentionally isaociiteil aa two great lights of the 
Church who liave both ITGatcd espec;ia1Iy of the heav- 
enly nyttoriM nnd the Biigeiii; Iiicrarchics. St. Clem- 
Ent, who waa lh« gpiritnal falhoi of Si. Denis, and St. 
Dominic, wlio Mood in the same rolBtion lo St. Thom- 
u, ara kncelini; oa secondary ptrwma^. Tho picture 
WIS of course puliitud for Ibe Domipicans. 

TliG Sicilians Iiove oddly enoogh mixed nji the a^nt 
Dion^siiia with the tyrant Diouyaiiu, and claim him 
OS ■ mint of their own. There a a piciuro oter the 
high altar of his charcb lit Messina, in which lio is seated 
io bis episcopal throoo, aa tlie superior saint, and sur- 
rounded in the oaual manner by other saints standing. 

Sulijccts from the life of Si. Denis are very common 
as a series, in the sculpture and stained glass of the 
French catlicdrala, and in the modem reslorationa of 
ths Cathedral of St. Denis : one of the lln^t ia the 
grand windov ia the Cathedral at Chartres. Tbo 

sepftTBle pictures and prints from his l^endary story 
are principally confined to tho French school. 

1. St. Denis at Heliopolia, seated on the summit of 
a tower or observatory ; he ia contemplating, Ihrai^ a 
Idacope, the crucifixion of our SavioDr, which is seen 
in the tkr distance. This snbjcct I saw once in an old 
French print; underneath, in Latin, the versa froia 
laaiab (xxir. 33), CoiifanMar sal, &c. "Then tho 
moon shall be confounded and the sun ashamed, when 
the Lord of Iloats shall rrago on Mount Sioo." 

2. St Denis converted hy St. Puiil is a frequent 
tulgect in old French prints. In Rsphocl'a cartoon of 
"Paul preaching at Athens," tho figure of the man in 
iroat, who, as Sir JobIluh aays, " appears to bo think- 
ing all over," ia probably DiooyBina. 

S. Le Sueur. St. Dents at Rome takes leave of 
Pope Clement, and trccives bis blessing before he de- 
parta on his mission to Paris.* 

• UAbaeD OdU. 
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i. Joflopli-Mario Vieo. St. Denis preaching to the 
PariBiniis.* 

6. Tbe martynjoni of St. Denis. He is fleca walli- 
ing witli hie head iu hia hand, and austBiacd on each 
ude by angels, — "en pareil ens," as the witty French- 
WOtntn obiierved, "tx n'at que le premier pas qjii coule" ; 
nevertheless it innst he CDii<:eded that the snstiuiilag 
ang«ls greatly diminished the incredibiliiy of tho 

6. St. DoQia, St. Mauri™, and St. Martin rescue tho 
Boul of King Dogobert from denions : reprusentcd n-iih- 
in the Gothic raucaa orer (ho tomb of King Dagobert, 
on which lie lies in effigy, toll length. The alory is 
told ia three compartmeDts, one abore the oilier. 1. 
The anchorite John is seen aelcup, and St. Uifnia re- 
veals to him in a vision that the soul of King Dtigobcrt 
is tormented and in danger ; to the right is seen Dago- 
bert, standing in a little boat; demona eeizo him fbrd- 
bly.and onaof thorn takes offliis crown, a. St. Mar- 
tin, Sc. Maurii-e, and St, Denis come to the rescue of 
Di^bert ; thoy a« atttndod by ttvo angals, one of trhora 
mingi a censer, and the other holds a vasa of holy 
water; St, Martin and St. Denis seize upon tho soalof 
Dagobert, while St. Maurim, sword in hand, attacks 
tbe demons. 3, The three saints, attended by angclg, 
hold a sheet extended, oa which stands the soni of 
Di^bert in the altitude of prayer. The Divine hand 
t^pearfl in rt glory above, as if about to lift him into 
hesTen. The whole is executed with e>itruordinary 
spirit, bat I should be donbtful as to the date aaaiguod 
by LeNoir (a. d. G32-G4d) ; or rather I have no doubt 
that it is a tnislokc : the stylo is that of (ha fourteenth 
century. 

A TBry remnrkablo monument appertaining to St 
Denis, is a manuscript memoir of his life (according to 
the legend must bo understood), wbicb exists in the 
Boyat Library ut runs, and which cannot be of later 
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dAIE ihon tbe jrear 1323. The mmmmres in thia hena- 
tiful iDBtiDstTipt I (lid Dot roont, liat lliey miuil hacQ 
•xc«e<led, I think, a hnmlteil and fifty, drawn with 
a poD, and alightly nnlcd ; ibo fiti;un3 Gothic in taste 
uid Wing, jrot with a certttia ddicw; in tlw chukcter, 
uid a longthiness in Ibo forms, surli as via see in tlia 
btal Qalhic ecolptnre of tliU puriod, I can only mea- 
tion here a few of (lio lubjenu, whiuli from their heaaXj 
and peculiarilj' atrack ma moat. 

1. The Athooiam raise to Tkc UiJoiovm God ta 
altar, on which Diooyeiiu a in the act of writing the 
inscription Dbo It.xoto. 2. Paul preachini; lo the 
Athenian pMloeoplieri ; in the background the nltnr, to 
vrhich lie poiota. 3. Paul converts DionysiuH and Da- 
maria. 4. Paul consc'rates Dionjeius first bisliop of 
AtlieuB. 6. Dionysiua writing liis famoDB trealiBB ou 
the celestial hierarchy. The nins cboin of angels are 
hovering over him, snnnonntod by tlie Trinity, 6. Ha 
carries his liead (two anj^s snslnining; htm on either 
aide} and prc«cnta it tO' the Chiisiian woman, here 
called Csiulk: she reccivoa it ia a napkin. 7. The 
spirits of the throe martyrs (in die nsnal form of naked 
infants) are carried into heaven by angels. 

The composidons throngboat ore superior iDq>iriled 
and dramatic expression, but inferior In purity and 
grace, to the couCompoiary Italian school, — that of 

Tlieco are several other saints wbo are represented in 
Gotliic Art in the samo manner as St. Dcnii, that is, 
in the act of carrying their own heads. In every in- 
stance the ori^nal meaning of the attribute most be 
borne in mind. 

St. Cheron, bishop of Chartrca, waa a contemporary 
and disciple of St. Denis. Being on bia way from 
Chaitres la Paris, to visit St. Denis, ho was attacked 
by nAbere, who Btruek off his bead ; whereapoo the 
saint, taking hia head up in bis haoda, coQtiaa«d. his 
journey. Bis whole history is rcpreaenicd on one 
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of die magniQcent windoiTB of the Cathedral of Chix- 

St, Clair, canying hia head, I eaw on one of tlie fins 
windowa of St. Muclou at Rouen : he was luartTred be- 
tween HooEQ oail Pontoise In tbe third Kcatacj. 

St, NicMSB {Lot. Hicaflins), bishop of Rhoinw, fa- 
noiu for his bucccss in picaching the Gospel, was 
besieged !□ Rheims by tbe Vandala, A. i>, 400, aud he 
went forth attended hy hia clet^ to meet tho enemj, 
singing liymns : one of tho Iwrbarian loldicOT Btnick i^ 
dto upper half of liii head ; nevertheless the sa' 
timied singing his Btave antil, oiler a few steps, 
dead. A pictnre by Jan Scborecl represents St- 
uns in hia episcopal robes, without tho upper part 
ha head, nhicb, with (ho mitr« on it, lie 
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" 8L Valerie, or Sainto Yal^, without her head, 
which she carries in her bonds, approochfs the allat 
and presents her head to St. Mutial." I aav Ehia 
strange subject in a \Bige mosaic in the Studio de' Mo- 
taid, at Rome : it was execated for St. Pcler's, but 
■omo miBgiving happilj prevented it from being placed 
there. These two saints, patrons of Aquitaine, lived in 
the third ceatury. Tho i^end sets forth that Martial 
inu first Bishop of Limo)^ ; that among hia early 
convralB was a beautiful rirgio, whose name waa Vale- 
rio ; she [Biusing to listea to tho addresses of tbe Duke 
de Onyenne, " il entra co ano telle rage qu'il lay fit 
trattcher la teste, couronnant sa Tirginit^ d'an laar^re 
bien signaM, car a la veuij d'nn chacnn alle prit sa 
teste, et la porta jasqaca au |ncd do t'Antel oa B. Mar- 
eial disect la musse ; le bourreau, la suivant pas^^pas, 
mmlrut dans TEglise, apr^ avoir clairement protect^ 
qu'il Toyoit les auges il I'entonr do son corps." I have 
been thus partirubu: in giviog this old French legend, 
because (ho story of St. Martial and St. Valerie ap- 
* Uupld) Uti. 
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pmu« Ml Ircquontly in ibc cbucd Bud enamel irotk for 
which LiiuQgM wns famous from the twulfth lo the 
sixtMDth cenlurr. Si. Martial did not soSbr maitjT- 
dom. I hsTD 8BCD him atanding in his bishop's rnbee, 
and St. VaU-'rie holding her palm with a stnak or miirk 
iDUad her nevlc, in some ivory cun'ed work whicll 
svrvod as the cover of k book ; the whole etoiy is rep- 
resented OD one of the irindows of the Cathedral of 
Limoges. 

St. Bohaitt, who was bishop of Ilonen in the limo 
of Clovie I., ia generally coneidcred as the apoBtie of 
Normandy. He overthrew the heathen lemples, and 
preached Chrittianit; among tha Oania of (hat disiricl. 
Tlio Seine, havio); overflowed its banks, nearly do- 
atrojcd the city of Roaen : St. Bomain commanded the 
waters lo retire to their channel, but from the mod and 
slime left by the receding flood wai bom a monilrons 
dragon, called in the French legend ia Gargoaille, which 
spread terror along the shores. St- Bomain went forth 
against the venomous bciaBt, and, by the aid of a wicked 
murderer, vanquished aod bound the monster. Hence, 
down to the time of the Revolution, it wna a privilege 
of the chapter of Gonen. to deliver and pardon a crimi- 
nal condemned to death. Tlio whole hisiory of St. 
Romain is painted on the windows of the Cathedral of 
Rouen, Bud is commonly met with in the Norman 
churches, and the dr^on-Iegend of the GargouilU is 
merely the luaal allegory so often referred to, — the 
conqneat of Christianity over Paganism. St. Bomaia 
died Oct. S3, 639, and was succeeded by Saint Ouen. 

St. Trophimo of Arlcg (whose church ia one of the 
most magnificont in all France, and one of the few 
wlilch escaped desimctiOD in the dme of the fir«t Revo- 
luiion) was tlie disciple of St. Panl.* I mention him 
here b«<.'anBO the Bculptuie of the Cathedral of Ailes is 
celebrated in the history of Sacred Art. 
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This illustriom eaint, second to St. Nicholas onlj 
leciuiss confinud lo Western Cbrislcadom, is one of 
those whaiu (he midille ngos most delighted lo honor. 
There can be no doubt of the extraorditiar; tharector 
of tbe mnn, nor of tiie extraordinarj influence he exer- 
cised si the time \a which ha lived, nor is there any 

It of whom so maDf stories Sind legend:! hnve been 
promalgated on such liigb ecclcaiositca.! authority, ond 

mivenally twliuved ; still, thon^h eo gcnemlly ven- 
eiwed throughout Christeadom, be has never been bo 
great a fiivorita in Italy and Germttnj as in Franco, 

sceae of his life and miracica ; we ^nd him, conse- 
quODtlf, less populnr ns a subject of Art than maDf 
taixM who may be conaidored as comparalively obscure. 
81. Martin was bora io the reign of Conslanlino tho 
Great lit Saboria, a. city of Pannonia* He was the 
of a Boman soldier, a tribune in iho army, and big 
parents were hoalhona; but for himscir, even when a 
child, he was touched by the truth of the Christian rclig- 

, and received us a ctttechumon at the a^ of fifteen ; 
ImU before ho could be baptized he was enrolled in lbs 
cavalry and. sent to join the array in Gaul. Notnith- 
atsnding bis extreme youth and the ticenac of his pro- 
ftsnoo, St. Martin woe a striking example that the 

with the duties of a valiant soldier j and &om his hn- 
mQily, his mildnosa of temper, Ids sobrieiy. chastity, 
1, above all. Ilia boundless charity, he excite! at ouca 
0>e admication and the love of his comrades. The 
le^on in which he served was quartered Dl Amiens ir 
■ How Sula In Uaagitj. 



341 SACRED AND LEGENDARY ART. 

the TCitr 33S, and the winter of that year wae of auch 
KtcwJing wveritj thai men died in the Btn*ts ftom 
exr«asiVD mid. It happened one dav that Sc. Martin, 
on going out of tlio gaioof the ritj, was met bja poor 
naked beggar, Bhiverin^ with cold, and he felt compsE- 
tiou for him : and having nothing bat hJa doah sod hie 
armf, he, with his eword, divided hu cinah in twain, 
and gave otio half of it to the beggar, covering bimeeif 
as well ais lie might with the other halC And iJiaC 
uune night, Leing aglf«p, he bcbcld in a dream the 
Lord Jesns, who stood before him, having on hie ahonl- 
dcre the half of the cloals which he had bratowcd on the 
beggar ; and Jesus said to the angeis who were around 
him, " Know ye who tjoth thus armjcd me ! my ser- 
vant Martin, though yet unhapiized, hath done this ■ " 
And St. Martin, after this vision, hoaicnod to receive 
baplisni, being then in iiiii iwen^-tbird jeai. 

He remained in the army nndl lie was forty, and 
^ea, nishing to devote bimself wholly to a religions 
fife, he requested to be dismissed ; but ttie emperor (Jd- 
liatt the Aposiaie, according to tfie legend) reproached 
him ECornfiilly. saying, that be desired to be dismissed 
beeanse he mished to shun an impending fight; bat St. 
Martin replied boldly, ■■ Floee me nalied, and without 
defence, in front of the battle ; then shait thoa sec that, 
armed with the Cross alone, I shall not fear lo encounter 
the [egiona of the enemy." The emperor took him at hia 
word, and commanded b guard 10 be placed over him 
for the night; but eorlj the oext morning the barba- 
rians sent to offer terms of eapitnlation : and thus to 
the faith of St. Martin tlie vicloiy whs granted, though 
not exactly as he or his enemies might have antici- 

After leaving the army, ho led for many yeara a re- 
tired and religions life, and at length, in 371, ho was 
elected bishop of Tours. One day, wlien preparing to 
celebrate mass in the cathedral, he beheld a wretched 
naked beggar, and desired his attendant deacon to elotho 
the man ; the dcactm showing no haste to comply, St 
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Murtia took off his sapcrdoEal habit and threw it him- 
solf around the beggnr: and tliul day, while ofiiciacing 
at ehub, a globe of Rra wus Been above his head ; and 
when ho elevated the Host, his urmB heng expoacd bj 
the shortness of the sleeves, the^ were mirnculonslj 
covered with chains of gold and silver auapcndal there 
bjangeht, to the great astoniebmeDt and ndniiriition of 
the spectators. At ODOther time, the son of a poor 
iridow having died, 8t. Murtin, thrangh bis praj'^ra, re- 
stored him to his disconsolate molher. He aXui healed 
a fiivorilB slava of tho prowinaul who was possrasod 
by an evil spirit; and matiy other (voaderfat things 
^ this holy man porTorm, (o the great wonder and 
edification of those who witnessed them. The Devil, 
who was particalarlj enviona of his vinnes, detested 
above all hiseKueoding charity, because it woe the most 
inimical to his own power, and one day reproached him 
mockingly that he so soon received Into favor the fallen 
and the repentaat ; and St. Martin answered him sorrow- 
folly, saying, "Oh! moat miserable that thoo art! if 
ihou also cootdst cease to persecate and seduce wretched 
men, if thou aUo conldst repent, thoa also ahoaldst find 
mercy and forgiveness through Jesus Christ I " What 
peculiarly distinguished St. Mortin was his sweet, si'ri- 
oua, imfiuling serenity; noons had ever seen him angry, 
ot sad, or gay ; Uiere was aothing in his heart bnt piety 
to God and pity for men. He was particularly dislin- 
glushed by the determined manner in which ho rooted 
paganism out of the land. Neither the difflcnlty of the 
eDterpriso, nor ttie fury of the Gentiles, nor his owa 
danger, nor the superb ms^ihcence of the idolatrous 
temples, had any power to daunt or to restrun him. 
Everywhere ho set fire to the temploa of the fahie gods, 
threw duwu tboir altars, broke their images. The com- 
plete aprooting of beatbenisni in that part of Gaul is 
atlrihated to this pious and i ndcfatigBh!o bishop. The 
demotu against whom ho waged this determined war 
made a thousand attumpts to terrify and to delude 
s appearing 1o him as Jupiter, some- 
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tiinN M MoreiUT, and (omelimca sa Venns or MiDervi ; 
bat he ti>crcanio ihcm all. 

la onJer w avoid Iha grpat concooTBe of people who 
crowded Broimd him, be withdrew to a loliluile about 
two milei Irom the d^, and built himself a cell between 
tlio mcks and the Loire. This was the origin of the 
colcbraled monaslery of Mannoutier, one of the greatest 
•nd tichctt in the north of Chriatendom. 

Wliilu St. Martin waa iDcsorBhlit in breakio;; down 
the alrara of the heatticnB, he appears (o have opposed 
faiiDself to tome o( the luperelitiona of the people. Id 
tbd nei(;hhothoo<l of Toun there wan a Ittile ciiapel in 
wliii'h the people worahipped a Euppoeed niartjr. The 
■aiat, believing their woi^hip miapluced, went and stood 
Qpon lite eepnh-hre, and prayed that the Lord would 
reveal to Iiim who was hnriwi there. Suddenlj- he lie- 
beld a dark Bpectral form, of borrible aspeet, atanding 
near ; and he aajd, " Who art Ihoa 1 " and the shade 
replied that he wbb & rubber, who had been exetulcd 
lliere for hia crimes, and waa now saSrsring the torments 
of bell. 

Then St. Martin destroyed the chap;l, and the people 
Ittorted to it no more. 

Amotig the innnmerahle stories related of St. Martin, 
there is one which ought to be noted here as an admlrft- 
hie sabjeet for a picture, Ihongh I am not aware that it 
liaa over been painled. On aome occasion the emperor 
invited him to a bangact, and. wisliing to show the saint 
particular Iionor, he handed the nine^cnp to hiin heforo 
be drank, expecting, aceoniing to the uaaaJ custom, that 
St. Martin would touch it with his lips, and then preaeot 
it reBpwtfnlly to bis imperial host ; hut, equally to the 
astonishment and admiration of the guests, St. Martin 
turned round and presenlcd the brimming gvblet to a 
poor priest who stood bcliind him ; thus showing that 
Lc ncrotinled the least of the servants of Goil liefore tha 
grenlust of the ruieiB of the earth. From this ineident, 
St. Martin lias been chosen as the patron saint of drink- 
ing, and of all jovial mee-dngs. 
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Also the enipreEa, whose nikma was Helena, and who 
ma tbe daughter of a wealthy lord of Caeriiirvonsliico, 
EQlerUincd jiim with great honor. It was anmewlial 
agunsc his will, as lie avoided alt conrerse witli womea, 
bnC she lAang to his feet, and would nut In Hcjjorated 
IroiD him, washing Ihura with her toare, Sho pre|)arod 
for Mm a supper, she alotte, allowing no other e«rviro ; 
sho cooked the viiuids herself, aha arran^d his aeat, 
offiired tha wster far his bands, and while he sat at 
meat, she stood Immovable before hini, according to 
the costom of mcniaU, She poured out [he wine, and 
presented it to liim herself, and, when the repast waa 
orar, she collectGd the crumlia that had fnllen from hia 
table, preferring them to the banquet of the crtipcror. 
This story also would be a moat pictureaquo aulyect. 

After gOTDTnin); his diocese in great honor for nearly 
thirty years, and having destroyed many temples and 
cat down many groves dedicate to the (klso gods, iho 
blessed St. Mania died, and many heard the songs of 
tlie aDgels as they bore his soul to paradise. 

From the hour that he waa laid in llio tomb be be- 
cmne aa object for the worship of the peoplo. The 
cfanrch dedii.-al«d to him ia Itame (Sun Martino-in- 
IbiDlB} ensted within a himdred years after bis deatli; 
■nd when St. Angoatioo of Canterbury flral arrived in 
England, ha found hero a chapel which had been dedi- 
cated to St Martin in tha middle of the fifth century, 
Bud in Ihia chapel he baptized his Grat converts. 

Iq the single devotional figures St. Martin is always 
raptegeoted in his eacerdolal, never in hia military, 
character. When it is neuesanry to distin^-uii>li him 
ft«M other bishops, he has a naked beggnr at his feel, 
looking up with odurutiou. lu the old Freni'h ecclesi- 
astical acnlptnre and stained gloss, he bus frequently 
A goose at his side. This attribote alludes, 1 believe, 
to the iGoson at whit:h his feslivaL was cetohralod, the 
seaaon when geese are killed and eaten, coUod with na 
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The Htatyaa eabjen c^led " L> Chiiril^ ilc Bt. 
Hartiii," or, io Engrliah, "St. Martin dividing his 
cbttk," ii loinctiiDta devolionall7, somciimei histori- 
cally. Ircatod. 

It is a devotianal mibject when the act of chariljr it 
oz|irr9scd so simply, aod with so few acceswiries, Lliat 
it is to bo nndentood Dot ao much is the representa- 
tion of an action, bat rather as a general evnibol of this 
partitnlar form of charity : "I was nuked, and ye 
tlollied TUB." I vrill cite, m an inatance Ol tiiia re- 
ligious BODlimcnt in the treatment, a pictDre by Carrot- 
to, irhich I remember over one of tho allBti id the 
church of St. Anantosia at Verona. The sojnt, in mil- 
itary attire, bat bareheadod, and with a pensive, pity- 
ing air. bends down towards the poor b^rgor, who bag, 
in his extremity, already nTapped one end of the man- 
tle around his naked, shivering body, — while St. Mar- 
tin pruporce to yield it to bin by dividing it with hid 
sword. There is notbiog hero of the baroic self-com- 
placenry of the sunt in Vsndyck's picture ; hut the ez- 
preSBion a m calm, so simple, — the benign humility of 
the air and countenajice is in such afiediug contnut 
with ttie prancing steed and panoply of war, that it is 
impossible not to feel that the palmer most have been 
penetraled by tho beaaCy and slgniiicaiice of the story, 
as well as by the cbaraclcr of the saint. 

Tho famous picture by Yandyck at WindKtr is a 
striking instance of die historiCBl treatment in etyla 
and conception. Here St Martin, a line martial figure 
wearing a cap aod fuather, brilliant witli youth and 
grace, and a sort of conilescending good-nature, ed- 
vonccs on hie white chaiKCr, and turning, with hia 
drawn sword, is in act to diviile his rich scarlet cloak 
with a coarse aqnalid l)eggar, while o gypsy-looking 

lUoiitBl oaA slilj churches 
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woman, witli block hair Btreaming to the winds, holds 
op her child to rccoivo iho benediction of the saint- 
It it said that Vondyck has here mprcBentcd hitnsolf 
monntcd 00 tho whiiB charger which RuIxtis hod prc- 
flfltited to him; ccrtunlj the whole picture glows wilH 
life, animalod oxpnssion, and dramatic power ; bat it 
is whoUj deflcicnt in thnt deep religious fveling which 
EttikoK Dg in iho altBT-picfo of Carotlo, and leaves aa 
impression on the memory not triTial nor trannitorj ; — 

And Ton, that blad the tUI, Id inenes inndc ! " 
The other incidents in the life ot Si. Martin ara less 
peculiar and atlractiTB, ooil aro not often met with sep- 
aralely. Tho miracle of tlio globe of Arc, (-ailed "Lu 
Mvsae de Baint Maitio," was painted by Lo Snenr for 
the abbey of Marmouiicr. It is a composition of fif- 
teen fignrea. St. Martin B.binds before the altar ; ho is 
charactCTistically represented as of low stature and fee- 
Ide ftsmo, but with a most divinely expressive fore ; the 
aatoniehment in the connteaaoces of those arannd, par- 
tiualsrlj of a priDst and a kneeling woman, is admira- 
bly portrayed, without interfering with the NuntJy calm 
of Ilio scene and place,* 

" Bt. Mania raising the dead Child," by Ijuzaro 
Baldij is in the Vienna Gallery. " Tho Slave of the 
FiDconsul healed," ia the snbject of a coario but ani- 
malod compodlioa by Jordacus ; St. Martin is in full 
episcopal robes, — the possessed man writhing at bis 
feet, — the lord of the slave, attended by his falconer, is 
Hen behind, watching the performance of tlic tDJiacle-t 
On a certain occasion St. Murtin appeared tieforc t!ie 
Emperor Volontinian, who, at the approach of the holy 
man, did not show due respei't by rising to receive him ; 
wheieapon the chair on which lie sat took lire nnder 
him, and forced him to rise. This rather growsque in- 
ddent I htivo seen tepttseaied, 1 think, at Assisi. 

A leiies of subjects from the life of St. Martin often 
• Unm. fioole FnumLr, t BnuMlt Oil, 
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orouni in the French stained f;1us of the thirteenlli and 
foartcviiih rvnlar}r. W^e lind it nt Bourses. » 
tro, ut Angen, and others of the olil Ftrnuh rntlie- 
dnJs. In the Sin Francesco at AsEiei tlicre a a chapct 
dcdkaUd CO him coi-ered with beautiful fi^cw froni liis 
life, — man/ of them. imlMppilj, in n most ruined state. 
In the firat, ho appears as a yoaih before the Romftn 
emperor, and is enrolled ns a soldier in the Hutnan vav- 
alrj ; in the aeconil, he divides his cloak with the b^- 
gur ; in tlio ttiirdj be is nsleep on liis bed, and Christ 
appears to him in a TJsioa. attended b; four angoli ; in 
the fborth, he is orduned bj Si. Uilarj. The reit I 
conld not well make ont, bnt Ihc ligureH and beads 
have great expression and elcgaoce. These IJruacosani 
Btcribuied to Sioone Mcmini. 



tat. SsMtus EllBlus. Eis- »■ to», Hal. Sam' lt4 or LS. 
Sanl' £l)i;ls. Fslnm of BolagDa, of Noyou ; of goldiffiltU, 
locktmltlii, blBFkimtlhi, and ill wotlien Id mHiJ ; ika at ttr- 
rtwsandhoTMS. d™.!,*. o. MB. 

St, Elot was bom of obscnre parents in the little 
Tillage of Cbatelas. Ho was Gist sent to school at Li- 
moges, and afterwards bound apprGnti<^e to a goldsmith 
of that city. His prognus in tlic art or design, and in 
cbadug and working in gold, was so rapid, that lie soon 
excelled bis mastor. Ho then went to Paris, where his 
talents as a worker in metal iatrodnccd him to the no- 
tice of BoblK), treasurer to Clotuire EL About ibis 
time it happened that King Clotsirc deiirEd to iiave a 
throne overlaid with gold and get with precious stones,* 
bat bo tooiv not to whom to intrust ibe exocotion of S 
woA which required not merely skill, hu! probity. The 
treasurer introduced £loy to the king, wbo weighed ont 
to him a quantity of gold sufficient for ibe work ; bat 
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Eloj constructod, with tho preciona matcriala intniflCe*! 
to him, not one clironc, liuc two tbrooes ; and with auch 
wDoderful skill tluit tlio king was filled with luiiniration 
fbr the porleclioti of the work, yui more for the prubity 
of the workman, and theD<;efortli emplojed him in etale 
aS&iia. lu a won], be Boems to have been much in the 
stune circumatancea as thoae of Gi»rgB Herlot at tlio 
conn of OUT King Jamtn. Tba Euccessor of King Clo- 
laire, Dsgobert, also held him in the highest eatHem, 
and appointed him MasteT of (he Mint. It apjicara 
that Bloy cat tbo dica for ttie roone; coined in llioae two 
leig^s ; thirteen pieces are known wbicli be&r liis aamo 
inscribed. After the death of Dagoberc, Elojr was so 
much distinguishetl hj the holineas and purity of his 
lile that ho was thought a fit successor to the Bishop of 
Noyon, and he was consecrated at Kouen in the third 
jcar of Clovis U. 

After he had attained to this high dignity, Eloy was 
not less disdaguiahcil than hcforB fbr hid humanity, big 
nmplidty, and his lahoiious life. Out of a vast nnm- 
bcr of sermons and homilioa cOmpowd for his flock, 
vatiy remrtia to this day ; and us ho was romarkahla 
for his eloquence and his power over tho minds of the 
people, he vroa acot to preach the Gospel lo the idolar 
leis of Belgium, and it is even said that he was tho first 
to CBirry tho Gospel to Sweden and DEnmnrk. 

In thu midst of all theso labors and hardships, and 
joonieyingg to and fro. he still found time for his origi- 
lul and beloved vocation ; but, instead of devoting his 
Umf to the formation of olyaets of vanity and lomry, 
lu) employed himself upon the shrioea of tho siunts and 
the holy vessels of the church. Thus he decorated with 
wonderful skill the tombs of St. Martin and St. Donis ; 
■nd executed moTooicr the slirlnes of St. Germain, St. 
Qucntiu, St. Genevieve. SJid many others. Also ho 
decorated with precious utensils tho church of St. Co- 
hunba; but soon alterwnrda, some robben having car- 
ried off these Hchca, the inhabitants mi in hasie to 
implon the easiscunce of St. Eloy. Ho immediately 
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wonl lo the diarch, snJ ktieellng clown in the oratory 
of the pntrun wimt, lie thiu mlilnwcd her in b loud 
Toici'; "Hunrkcii, Colnmbo, to my words. Our Be- 
deemor commands that fcrthiritli Ihoo rcsiore to me the 
jowcli of gold «hu?h have heen taken from thin rhorch, 
for oiherwise I wilE rJoMi ap the entrorm thcrrof with 
ihoniR, so lliai honecAuth thoa shsJi be no more honored 
erred mlhin thete walla." Of course tho saint do- 
d not, but i'aueed tlie thief to restore the jeivels. 
~ie all holy men of that lime, St- Eloj wna mnrh 
I hj the petsccations of the nrrh-enemy. On one 
occuioD, when the piooi anht ve* troubled hy him in 
the midst of hii work, he Irak his loiigs oat of the fire 
and seized the demon by the noM. The samo stoij is 
told of onr Saxon saint Dnnalan. On another oetsnion 
a horse was bronghc to him to be shod which was pos- 
sessed byaderaoii, and kietcd and plunged so violently 
that alt the bysunders fled in dismay ; but St. Eloy, r.o 
whit discomfited by these inventiona of Satan, cnl off 
the leg of the hone, plaeed it on bis anvil, fastened on 
the «ho6 leisurely, and iheti, by making iht slgti of the 
CTDSB, replaced the teg, to the great aiiloniiihmollt anil 
edification of the Mthfid.* 

Id single fignrea and docotional pietnrea, St. Eloy ia 
eomotimes represented in the short tanic and teeular 
dreaa of an artisan, but more generally in the robes of 
H bishop, with a book or a crosier in ooe hand, and a 
hammer or tonp in the other ; or the hammer, an an- 
vil, a pair of hallows, or other implements of emith's 
work, lie at hta feet. There is a very fiimoua picture 
of him in the Strada rfci On^fici at Genoa, painted by ihe 
Genoese, Pelegrino Piola, in which ho is represonled as 
the patron saint of the craft ; Napoleon gave ordcm that 
it should be sent to Paris, but was so firmly rtWBted by 

• Thli legcai la ropramiMd in bu-nllEf an Ihc pnltMal «( hU 
itnIOF, io one at the Dicbn ot the eiurtar at Or-Smi-Uialieti u 
I'lorerxH. It wu cxKulsd Id cnuble li^ NuiDl dl Daiisg, at thB 
Kbiul vt Duoitiilkt, uul deUleatcd bj Uk giUhl of BUckUDillia 
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tho company of goldsmiihs, that he allowed it 
In nn ancient Btatae in Ilie catlietlra) at Sonars, St. KIo^, 
in xhe habit of a smith, wearing a Btnall cap, a leathurti 
sprou tied roond bis nccl, and with a hBinmer in bis 
ttand, stands beside Ma anvil, on whifh lioa a. horse's 
leg. He is licre tbe iHlron lainc of blackflmiths. As 
one of the palruna of Bologmi, he is fretgucntiy repre- 
BBDlsd is the Bologna pictures. Tliere is a pirture by 
InnoccDzio da Imola, io which St. Eloy (or Alo) ti^res 
as pendant to St. PotroniuB : the legend of the dcmuDioc 
hone is acen in tlie badtj^Diid.* 

Tlie BcenBB from his life are not nnlicqnOOL 

1. St. Eloy, employed in chasing a cnp, \i seated in 
front, an asstsCnat behiod. (In an old ]>rint,)t 

S. St. Eloy forging a piece of work in presents of 
King Dagobert; his assietont blows the beUoMis. (In 
*n old print.) 

8. In an altar-piece by Botticelli. Bt. Eloy stands u 
bidiop. In the prcdvlla uiulemealh he is seen at his 
forge, and on his anvil the horse's leg : Satan, in female 
attiie, Btands neHT him.t 

4. St. Eioy seizes the demon by the nose, (who ia 
hero in the form of an " impttdica fimina,") and ahoea 
the pousesseil horse: by Cavcdone, — a Bne picture, 
notwithstanding the grotcaqnenoss of the sobjoct.g 

5. St. Eloy, in hia workshop, presents a beautifdl 
shrine to King Dagobert ; panted for (he company of 
goldsmiths by Empoli. The painter his given to King 
Dagobert and his goldsmith the costumes of Francis L 
And Bonvennto Collini.jl 

S. St. Eloy hod once a heaven-sent dream. He 
dreamed that he saw the snn eclipsed in the beginning 
of bis conise, and the moon and three bright stara 
~n the heavens. The moon was eclipsed in her 
turn, and tlie three stars approached the meridian, — 
but lo ! ono of them was Iiiddon from sight ; soon after- 
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ynxAt a locond disuppeared ; but the thinl slione oat 
vrilh incrcaeiDg npieiidiir. ThU drcsu fbrcsliadowcd 
tbo &u of the tojtX tamiij. CIotu II. dieU J'oucgl 
bu queen BathiMe, aftiT reigniDg for ten years w re- 
gent, follDWcd him; two Hon* died sncreraivuly ; the 
tiiird, Thiorj, reigned in prosperity. ThU viBion I 
have fi>and in an old French print; St. Eloy is in bed, 
an BDgel draw* the curtain, aud points to ibe skies 
whore the ana is seen eclipsed.* 



St. LAHnsDT, bishop of Moeetricht, and St. Eit- 
BERT, bishop of liege, are impurtont personages in ibe 
FU'Diiah and German works of art. 

St. LAHBEitT, who lived io the distracted time of 
the later Merovingian kings, was dUtingaished bj bU 
elGirts to keep his Christian commumEy to^tbet, and. 
to alhiviate as far as poasible the horrible tyrannies, lav- 
liKW Oppression, und miserios of that durk period. He 
bod, however, dared to remonstrate with B^ia d'Heti- 
ftal (then Main du Palaii, niidGr, or rather one; the 
weak Childeric) on his atiachnkent to bis beautiful mia- 
ttmt Alpaidc, the grandmother of Cbarlcmagne. A 
retain of Alpa'ide revenged the interference of the 
bishop af^ar tlie munner of that barbarous time ; sur- 
prised liim in bis dwelling neai Macslridit, and slew 
him, as lie knelt, nnreNsting, with his arms extended in 
the fbrm of a crosa, to receive tlie stroke of death. He 
is thence honored us a martyr, and iit reprcseulcd iu the 
episcopal dress, bearing Iho palm, with a lance or jave- 
lin at his fbet. 

It is related of St. Lumbert, that, when he was only 
an acolyio, he brougrht burning coals in the folils of hi« 
BorpUce to rekindle the incense before the altar, — a 
poetical allegory to express the fervor of his piety. I 




ST. HUBERT. 

Mw (b\i storj in a picture id the church ot St. Bit^ 
at Ghent. A good picture of the MHriyrdom of St. 
Xambcrt by Carlo Samceni U in [ha S. Maria dell' 
Aiuma, RoiUB. St. Lambert keeps his plncc in tb« 
Ei^lieh reformed calendar. (Sept. IT, a. d. 709.} 

St. HtisEFiT, a far more celebrated eaint, has, on 
tiiB contrary, beeo banielied from oar Engliah calendar. 
Hb wis a Dobienian of Aqiiitaine, who lived for soma 
yeara in the conri of Pepin d'Horistal, — a rourt, as we 
haTB seen, not remarkable for severe moralilj. Hero 
finbeit abandoned hiniiielf to all worldly and siafol 
pleasures, but more especially to the chase, which he 
SOmeliniBa parsucd CD the days set apart by Holj 
Cbnrcb for fasting and for prayer. 

Dae day in iho Holy Week, when all iraod Chris- 
(iana were at their devotions, ai he was bnnliag in the 
fiirest of ArdcnnoB, he oncaanterDd a mjlk-whita stag 
beuiDg the cradtix between his homs. Filled with 
ttws and astonishmont, ho immediately renounced nil 
tiw thorul pursuits and vaititiea to which ha liod been 
■ddieted. At first he turned hermit tn that very forest 
of Ardeonea which had been the acene of his tbrmer 
widtediuns ; alVerwards. placing himself under the tute- 
lege of St. Lamtnrt, he waa ordained priest, and for 
twentjr years distitt}:uishud himself hy n life of the moat 
edi^Qg piety : finally he became bishop of Liege ; and 
died Not. S, T37. 

The Ibmt of Ardennes, which we can never bring 
before the fiiney but as a e^ne of romance, whs at tills 
period tbe bannt of robbers, and tlie inhabilnnts of the 
nd^borhood ivcre still heathens and idolalcia. St. 
Hnben nppcan to have been one of those ccchisliutica 
wbo, in iha darkest of the dark ages, curried not only r^ 
Sgtoos discipline, but sodal rirllizalion, into the depiha 
•f tha (bresta, and whoeo effigies wore anciently rep- 
lewnted, somctimca with wild animals, as wolrua and 
bean, kround them, Hhotvinj; that tliey had c 
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tUUDM of St, Hagnni ; Bomeiimes with the stag hearing 
the (TQcillx, wbirh among the aadqae Bfmbols fiLtiur 
exproiacd pio^ or religions mpiratioa in a gencti! 
tense, or ibe coDveisioti of fiomt; ruckleas lover of ihc 
cluiH. who, like tlie Wild HantEiniui of the Gemui 
ballikil, bad pur«aed big sport ia dcfianrc of the EBfreJ 
ordinance! anil the clftima of immaDJlj. In this Igtict 
•cnso it waa andanlly applied, till, rfalktd in the fiuii;; 
of tho peupte, ih(< instnicCiTe allegorj beauna an ncinal 
nlnKlo or a noodniiis legend; as in Ibia story of Si. 
Hubert, and that of &^ Eustace, who is often coa- 
fbnnded with Mm. 

Acrording to his own desire, St. Hnbert waa buried 
first in the church of Bl. Peter at Lie'ge. Thirteen 
^ears ofler hia death his bod; vbe dieintcrred in pres- 
ence of Carloman, iring of the Franks, and foand en- 
tire ; even the episcopal robes in which be had been 
intorrod were without spot or hiud ; and his tomb be- 
came bmona for (he iDiraclcB and cures performed 
there. About a centary after his death, at the request 
of tlio BGncdii^tins mooks of ArdonueB, bis hodj vas 
remo\-ed from Li^ge and deposited in iheir ablioy 
charcb, and St. Hubert became ihenccforth St. Hu- 
bert oT Ardennes. Tha emperor, Lonia le Dftan- 
naire, then aC Ais-la-Cbapelte, afsistcd at the trans- 
lation of the relics, and the da; was long tcpt aa a 
festival thronghout tliis part of Flanders. 

I believe Ibia tranalation of the bod; of SL Hubert 
fiom Udge to Ardennes, and his reinterment io tho 
abbe; ehnrch, to be the subject of an old Flemish pic- 
tore now in tbo possosaion of Sir Charles Enatlake, It 
tcBS formerly Bt;led the burial of St. Thomas ii Becket, 
— I know not on nbat gronnda, for here we find none 
of the attributes of a martyr, nor an; of the miraculona 
picturesque circumstances attending the burial of St. 
Tbomae & Becket. On tho altar, behind the principal 
group, stands a shrine, ou which is a little figure of St. 
Hubert with his hunting-horn, just as I havo seen him 
represeutvd iu the old Fnacb and Flemish carnnga 
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The royal personage o^iHtiiig is probsbly intended far 
Louis Ic D^bonnaire. Ttiia picture, which is of won- 
derfdl lieaul;}*, Bnislieil in every pact, and tlic lieada like 
mtniutara portraiCa in character and dciicacj of oxecu- 
tioa, is attribuled eo Justus of GlienC (a svtiuliir of tln- 
bert Tan Eyck), and wae pro})abij puoted abonC 1474. 

To St. Hubert, as patron saint of tbe ehase, chapela 
were often erected witliin tiio precincts of the fbrcst, 
irheni the huntsitiiia tnigltt pay his devotions to bis 
&vorite saint l>efbro he Ingan his favorite sport. As 
he woe also tlio patron saint of dogs, wa often find 
ihem introduced into pictures of him : bread blessed 
at his ahrino wis considered as a holy churm. againat 
tbe hydropbolna. 

In tho devotiooal figures bo froqnont !□ iho old 
French and Flemisli churches, St. Uiilx:rt is reprc- 
■ented in hie episcopal babit, with a hook in one liand 
and a bnnting-horn io the otbcr ; or tbe stng, with tlie 
onicdSx between its homa, stands at his side ; or, more 
rarely, be holds tbe brevuuy horizontalty in his hands, 
Knd on )[ Hands the miraculous stag. Where St. Hd- 
bert as bishop bears the bunting-bom, I lieliuve be 
most tx considered as the patron saint of tiie military 
order of St. Ilubcrt, institntod in 1444 by Gerard, duke 
of Guelder! ; the knights bear as their insignia a goidon 
cor.<le-chasso. It is necessary to distinguish carefully 
between tho hunti/ig-hom and the drialHiig-/iom : b, bishop 
with a drinkiog-bom in his bond rcpresenta St. Corae- 
lins, and the attribute of the horn is merely in allnsion 
to his uune ; hu was bisbop of Rome in tho tlurd cea- 

The vision of the miraculous stag is styled "The 
Conversion of St. Hnbcrt": and here it becomes ne- 
cessary, but sotnctimes difiicull, to distinguish biin from 
81. Ensacc. Wo must bear in miud that St. Hubert 
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•cldom {at tu ** I know, never) appcsra in Italian 
An, while St. Easlara eeldom sppean in Nonlem 
Eorope; St. Ilalurt won tbe dre<a of a hunler, St. 
Eoitaea (hitt of a Roman soldiGT. Ho will be roaud 
amone the Warrior Saints. 

There ii abmnciful miRiainre in tho " HenicBd'Anne 
de BrctogOV," which till give an Idea of rhu manner in 
whii'h the conrcnion of St. HulMrt i» gcncratl; rcpre- 
eenled. The angel who flieo towards bim, bearing 
the stole Id hii hand, ia intended to show that he ex- 
changed the life of a. hnnler for that of at) cccleaiaBtic. 
In the French legend it ie related that when " Manaci- 
gncur Saint Hubert " was consemted biuhop. an angel 
bronglit down from heafon the stole nilb wbicli he waa 
invcBted, 

The tniMl eelclirated example, however, is tbe rare 
■nd exquisite print of Albert Diircr, to well known to 
collectors. St. Hubert is kneeling, in the hunting cos- 
tnipe of the fiftocntJi centory, with his horn and conteao- 
de-choaie snepcndod at his side, and wearing the fnrred 
cap nnd iho knigliily spurs ; hie hoiw ia Dear him, nnd 
his panting dogs in the foreground. On a wooded 
embcnco etands the visionajy hart, with the cnirifix 
between hia horns. This 4«lobraied composidon, hav- 
ing no title, has sometimes been styled St. EiiBtace; 
bat I believe that in the French and German works of 
Art the subject may be understood lu refer to tho le- 
gend of St. Hubert the Hnnter ; in Italian pii-tnreB it 
is generally St. Eaalatina.*' 

Id our National Gallery are two pictures from tbe 
story of St. Hubert. 1. His couveiBioD by the mirac- 
nlouB stag. 3. The angel descending witli the stole. t 

• Tlie Ufc or Bt. HutiE^rt, In a ktIh at Fight bu-Rllch, bu bun 
[Uelj mtugtHl by WUhem Oeeh, K Belgjnn KulpLnr c( gnU irpn- 
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IrJ Pnliice (No. lOB, French Court) i and for b fiill d«crlpti«i MS 

the llnnaiiook lo Ihs Mudeni Saolplun!, p. 41. 
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Among the early SpBDiali biehops, St. LEANDEa 
and St, Ibidohe, two brothers who were supceasively 
bishops of Seville, and iMvamo the petrona of tho city. 
are fband reprosenttid In tho pictures of the Seville 
Bchoo!. Both these aainis were chieHy dieuoguialied 
as the dotenaiQcii opponents of Arianism in Spain. 
St. Leandcr is styled the " Aposlle of tho Golfia " ; 
St. Isidore, the "Egrcgiu^ Dottor of Spain." 

In the dissensions between the Catholics and the 
ArianB, Ilermsngiiitna, son of King Leovigild, rclin- 
qntibed tho Arian tiiiih, and was put to death by liia 
fatlier: he has been regnrilcd aa one of tlio famous 
mutyis of Spain. The annB of the city of Seville 
exhitHt 8t. Ferdinand, king of Caslilo and Leon, oa 
a ihrane with St. Leandro od one side, and St, Isidore 
OB the otiwr. And, in tha piclurra of Roulas and Hor- 
lera, ve oftett find the prinoely martyr, St. Hcrmcn- 
^Ido, attended bj tho two blahopa ; or Eometimes St 
JnMa and St. Rutina, St. Leaodcr and St. Isidore, the 
Ibnr patrons of Seville, are in the same picture. 

Among the chrJ»d'iEam of Miuillo ore counted the 
Ban Leaadro and tho San leidoro, each cnihroned, 
robed in white, and wearing tbeir mitres, — noble and 
dlaracteriiUc heads, now in the CalhcdnU at Seville. 
The muterpicve of RooIbs ia the fine picture of the 
death of S. Isidore {d Traiuito de San Isidoro), where 
ha is aspiring on the slaps of the altar, atlor dividing 
Us anbitance among the poor : and tlie masterpiece of 
HenetM is the apoiheoais of St. Hermeagild, wtera, 
after bis martyriloru, the Gothic prince is Eceo carried 
into filury, arrayed in a cnirass of blue steel and a red 
tnintle, and holding a cross. St. Isidore stands on tho 
left, St. Lcandec on the tight ; and the son of Her- 
mengitd, a beautiful, fulr-lmlred tioy, is guziog mpiu- 
rously upwards, as his sainted father mounts lo heaven.* 
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Tbe other SpBQith buhops who an moct reiniiiki.I)Ia 
■) tnbjcrls or An — for example. St. LdofuoBO, S(. 
Thr)mnii of Villanova, &e. — belong u> the regular 
Mooostic Oidura.* 

at BU Itldve : " CM In innlinal nb« mi b dark nuille, Ibe 
ptvl&u kac«li In tli4> ronfmutid eiiilrtu^ Ln IhaiuiDA of hf"™? 
ot viliiltaIiLc prlnu, irboH unvity h«ir ■ivl burdE mrc ilnelf re- 
Ikral 1i/ Uie roiilhhil blom «r in bewUfol clUUIreii ol lbs 
chnlr^ irha knwl bnlile them ^ ihc bHkifrDand ig fiJIti] op vitb 
Ibe fkc-nccdlng tiile of Uu chaicli. mnc bltan, and ■ multitude 
Df aoiTonlDt penpla. At Dm top of the pldore, Id i blsu or light, 
■n mn mr LhiI and Itw Vli^n enthraDcd no olciudi." He iddi : 
** V« mnifar^ of dul^is d^ith of taellDg, richma of color, uid 
the vitrtom bckdty of the heiblB, uid far tbe perfrct maeUfy which 
the pftintAT hiA dliplayed la the dh of hiB odteriftlii Uib Altar- 
plew (in tha church of St. Iildon ■( Serlllv) mir be [BDknl 
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lOt the preaeol) munBgere ii( the Natlimal < 
:ve hi ■ CDUK, bedaubed, Qfih-iUo TIUb 
iermengiM, Ke OCbbon, c 37. 
* 8m ■■ LcgCDdi ol the Uonuilo Ordtn." 
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CinTDBtES. 



Amohost the moBt inUrcBtLiig, moGt pictorcsqae, 
Bon imagiDUive prodactions of llie earlv agfa of 
Kn, are Uio rapreeentatioiu of the Hermits of the 
Desert. Every one who has looked at pictnrea rec- 
OpiBM at ones the imaga o/ tUir cliicf and lender, 
Bl. ADthoDf the abhot, witb ha loug wliite beard, h» 
. cmtch, hiB bell, and bu pig: bat we moet look ba<^k 
to (bs eoutemporarf state of society, suit to a most 
■uiioiu and most mtercsting period of Cliurth history, 
a coiaprebend the large circle of Bn|;geEtivo nssocialiun 
which each effigies, however rndo in thcmselvea, may 
mcite in the tliinkiDg mind. 

Towards tho ond of the tliird century, the Roman 
Empire, though it Etill hold (ugetber, via foat crnm- 
bling to diBsolntioa. It was in a atato analogous to 
that of the decrepid btunao fi-amo when we say it is 
brealting up ; the vital functions go on for a time, but 
weak and intermitting ; — neither potions nor phjli- 
luana can do more than postpone the evil hour. I 

The throog of tbe pcriahing Colossna were, howeyw^ 1 
iearful. A glance at the conntrios which composed tt 
TMl, betorageocoua mass of the Boman Empire will 
■hovr na rolt«imess and coimptioa at the centre, and 
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DtlTT duorgaDiiMioa tonanla tlie extiemilies. Id tba 
disuiit govununcDls tlicra ivaa do secnril}' (or life or 
tot iiropcrtj : wars, fmnitiea, tyrannies, bad dtsolaled 
iha provia<^c«. TIra religiooe persecucioiiB which hod 
lirokcn out in ilio da^s of ilie last heathen emperon, 
and the dUsetiBloDS raiued by that verf religion which 
pretK'heil peace, added to Ibc homrn of the limo. 

Id ihi* Hole of thinga, the promiaca of the Millcn- 
nlatn hod wizisl on the ima^iiaUoni of tbe ChristiBiis. 
Many of them bellercd that the end of the world whs 
Dear, that tJierc waa do help for maD id his fellow-maD, 
nor profii in ilio kbor of his hands ; — no gocA anj- 
where, no hope, no rest, no pntre, but in beaTOD. 

In Iha persecntioD nader the Emperor Decina, Paifl 
of Thebes, a Cliristion joDth of noble family, terrified 
lege by tho lortorcs which were threaleued than by the 
altiuements which were tried to indnra him to dcDy 
his (kith, fled lo the desert to the east of the Nile ; 
and, wandering there alone, be found a cavern, near 
to which was a date^ree and a fountain of dear water, 
■□d he dioso (hie for his dwelling-place, eating of tlie 
ftuit of the dale-tree, driDking &om the Blrcani which 
halhed ils roots, and, when tlie raiment which he woic 
hod (alien to raga, dothing hia wasted frame in a son 
of mat formed of Ihe palm-leaves woven together. 

Thus he lived for the epate of ninely-iaght jeara, 
fiu' liom the haunts of men, and having, in all Ibal 
time, oaly cnsual commnnication, and at long intcr- 
TBla, with bis kind. But it wb6 the Divine will that 
his long penance, and his woudrouE virtues, as Ibey 
■were then deemed, ahould bo mndo known for the 
edificab'on of men, through the medium of another 
aaint, even more renowned, the blessed St. Anthony. 
As Panl is regarded w the founder of the onehoriles 
or solitary hermits, so Anthony is rcuaided as the 
founder of Ibe Cenobit«B, or hermits living in oom- 
munitie*; in other words, the founder of Monachiam. 
nnder his immedialo diadplu, Pacbamius, tlie £rat 
eloisler was erected in an island surrounded by the 
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Nile. Hilnrion, b, natire of Gazn, in Fulestiac, irho 
bed been sent by his parcnia to stady philosiiphj at 
Alaxanilria, vae also conrcrtcd by St. Autliuny, and 
betame lie foimdor of Iho firat monastery in Syria : 
Basil, his disciple, founded tho first in Asia Minor. 
Joromo, who had yinited Anthony in his desert, car- 
ried the fasliion into Italy and Gaul ; and thus, Mono- 
chism, which origintiled in the bennit-life in E|i:ypt, 
spread, in a short time, over the whole of Eastern 
and Wcctem Christendam. 

The hermits were at first boand by no vary strict 
ThIm. They took no tows ; and many waoderud aboot 
in companies, mingling with the people ; like certain 
jnodorn fcoaiics, they held in scorn all human Itarniitg, 
and Founded their ootions of orthodoxy on some ob- 
score ftcling of what waa, or was not, trno piety. 
Thus, while they turned away tho exercise of hnman 
intellect and reason fVom all objects of ntility, from all 
elevating, all strengthening purposes, their traditional 
theology shot oat all improvemeut, all research ; and 
dieir ignoraDt enthusiasm, if it sometimes asEisted, often 
ODdangereil, the progress of religion. To them the 
laws of the state presented do barriers ; tliey did not 
acknowledge the anthority of the civil magistrateB ; 
thej united 10 their religious fanaticism a cynical in- 
dif^rcnce to Iho sodal duties and tho proprieties of 
lifb. Such was the state of Monachism. in its com- 
meuceraent, from tho middle of tiie fourrh century 
down to the gi«at monastic reformation, and iho in. 
atitution of (he first regular order of monks by Bene- 
dict, in t!ie middle of tlie fifth centnry. In reoxling 
the stories which are related of these solitaries, it is 
BOmetlmca with feelings of dj^nst, sometimes wicb 
pity, sometimes not without a sense of amusement, at 
tbeir childish absordities. But, in the midst of all this, 
wo aie not seldom charmetl by instances of sincerity 
and self-denial, and by pietarcs of simplicity and Uka- 
qtdllity of life, intermingled with boantiful and poetical 
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" Anthony wiia bom at Alexandria in Egypt ; his 
parents died when ha was 00)7 eighteen, and lefi him 
with a noble name, great tithes, and an onlj Eisler, 
whom he loved tenderlj ; bat from his childhood he 
bad heen of a melancholy, contempleltve disposition ; 
and now that he was left moslor of himself, with power 
and wealth, hn was troubled by the fear of the tempta- 
tions of the world, bdiJ by ths burden of the responsi- 
bilities which his posacssiona imposed upon him. 

■' One day, as bo entered into a church To pray, be 
heard these words, — 'Everyone that iialb fbr^i^en 
houses, or brethren, or sisters, or &thcr, or mothi^r, or 
wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, slmll 
receive a hundred-fold, and sbaU inherit cierhistiDg 
life.'* And he letl the house of Gad sad and dis- 
turbed ; and while ho was ycE meditating on their im- 
port, on another day he enured into another church, nnd 
at the moment he entered the priest was reading these 
words, ' If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell iJl thun 
hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treas- 
ure iti heaven.' t Anthony received tiiia repeats ad- 
monition as a waraing voire from heaven ; and be went 
forthwith, and dividing his hereditary posscesions with 
his sister, ho sold his own sliare, dislribnting the money 
to the poor; and then, with no ollirr raiment lliau what 
ba wore at the time, aad with his staff in his liand, be 
departed from the city, and joined a company of bcr- 
nuHf who bad already fled from the pcrsocutions of the 
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i, &Hd vitk hiB vbo moiti&Bd Ua 
kodj, and ntin^sd coMriw wan with Urn i 
Tkni be nnileil in *"""'>'' aU tliciT Tarioni menfs, txa 
became ereo in ha j«ntli an object of ailmiraiioa and 
woodfT uid reiercDce to all. 

*' BfU the sight of each amaring vinno aiid sanciity 
«aa nanuall; diipleuiiig to ihc enr-nij ol raankiiH). 
who had Bigadtj eooogh to foresee ihat ilia exAin|)ls 
oT dii* adminble hudi would tesaes hi* mm pome In 
the irorid. ood deprim bim of maaj rotarjet ; (berefbm 
be atngted him oni aa an object of eaptdal psncculion, 
and gave him orer to bU demon* to be Mrucnltd ia 
ereij poiuble vnj, Tbej began by vbitperiofc M 
lum, in the silence of hi* cell, of dl that be liad sorri- 
SetA for thi* weaij life of perpetual rigor anil wlf-do- 
aial ; lite/ broogbt to mind bia noble birth, his richca, 
and all thai riches coald obtain, — delicate food, rich 
clothing, social delights. They pictured to lilra the (v 
tignc of viitne, the fn^itjr of his ovQ frame, thv Umv- 
ily of hnrnan life ; and they sang to bitn in iwvelest ao- 
oenta, ' While thou livwt, oiuoy the good thinRS which 
have been provided for tbcu.' The suint cndtuvorvd 
(o drown these prompciiigi of the Devil in tbu voivu of 
prayer ; — he prayctl till the drops stood ciii hi* limw, 
anil af length the domon ceased lo wbispor to him, but 
only to have recourse to aironew weapoiu ; for, sooinu 
that wicked suj^igestionB availed not, Sntaa mined up in 
his sight the sensible imagos of Ihrlnddea tlilnu*. Ha 
clothed bia dcmoas in human (brma ; Ihcy njin'nit lio- 
fbre Anthony a table covcnyl with dclii'lous viands i 
they horeied round bun in the shapo of rwniilirul wo- 
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m«ii, who, with the softest bbuiduhmeats, slliired him 
lo sin. The saiat itrovo aguDst tliia temptalion with 
all his miglit, anil prajnl, and conquered. But, in his 
■D^iah, he reitulrei] Xo Bee jet fanber from men Bud 
brim Itie world ; nnd, leaving the cotnpuiy of the her- 
miu. travelled far, far 0WB7 ialo the hunting deeert, 
KOd took up hi£ sbi>de in *. cave, whither, as he hoped, 
BlUan would not rollow to molest him. He faeted more 
riKOmiul? than ever ; ate bat once a day, or once in 
two or three daya ; ilept on the bare earth, and refused 
CO look npon ta\y living rrcature. But not for thin did 
the cruvl demon relax in his perseratioo. As he had 
alnady tried in vain the allnrementa of appetila and 
pleasure, so now he thongtit 10 snbdae tlic saint bj tlie 
inflaence of pun. Spirits in hidpoufl forms prtsaed 
round hini in crowds, scourged him, tore him with their 
talons, Fbaeed him bora hie rail ; and one of ihe hep- 
milB he had left behind, who was wont to carry him 
fnod, found him lying on the Bands BanBoh:se, apparent- 
ly dead. Then he flung down the food he Iiad brought, 
and taking ilto misemhle inlftroT in his arms, he cai- 
lied him to one of the cells, where, afler a long time, 
bo was restored to his sensM and recnllcrliDD. 

"But nu sooner had Anthony opctwd his ej-es, and 
beheld around bim his BympatbUing brethren, than he 
closed them again, and dcaired 10 be taken ba<± to his 
caTe ; which was dono, and they laid him on tlie grotind 
and left him*; and Anthony cried out and d«ili-d the 
demon, saying ; ' Ha I thou arch tempter ! didst thou 
think 1 luid fled 1 to, here I am again, I. Anthony I I 
challenga all thy malice I I spit on thee I I have 
BtrcDgth to combat still!' When he had said the«e 
words, the cavern shook, and Satan, rendered furious by 
his discomiitore, called ap his fiends, and said, ' Let us 
DOW atfi-ight him with aU the terrors that can overwhelm 
the soul of man.' Then bideans sounds were hoard i 
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liona, tigers, wolrea, dragons, ecrpeota, scorpions, all 
»hapBS of horror, ' worse ihan fancy ever feigned, or 
fear coaraivcd,' came ruariag, liowling, hissittg, Bliriefc- 
jug \a his ear« ; icaring biia, stnnning liini ; — bat, ia 
the mliist of these ahomituibie and appalling shapes Bad 
SDOnds, BDddcnIj lliure aboiio from heaven a groat light, 
which foil apoD Anthony, and all tliese terrors vanished 
At once, and he arose anhuit aod strong to endare. 
And ho said, looking np, ' O Lord Jesas Christ I where 
wcrt thon in those momenta of anguish ! ' And Christ 
replied, in a mild and t(I^d■^r voii^, ' Antliony, I wu 
liere beside tliee, and n^oioed to see tliee contend and 
oretconiD. Be of good heart ; for I will make thy 
name hmoos throngh all tlie world.' 

" So he was comforted ; but ho resolved to go yet 
Ikrther from all liumaD iiiter<?oursc, all hnmau aid ; and 
be took his Btaft" and wandered forth, nnd as he trav- 
ersed the desert he saw heaps of gold and vaaes of silver 
lying in his path ; bnl he knew full well they were tlie 
delosious of Satan ; he would not look upon them, 
hut turned his eyes away, and 1o I they dlssoli'ed into 

"And Anthony was thirty-fire years of ago when ho 
shut himself up in the cavem, in which ho dwelt for 
twenty years. During all that time ho never saw Dor 
was seen of any : and when at last ho reappeared, it 
yita plainly perceived that mlraeuloos comfort and aid 
had hcon granicd to him ; for he was not wasted by tbo 
bsts ho had endured, nor ivas bo pale of cheer, tbongh 
he had scareoly beou the inn in all that time ; nor was 
be changed, except that his hair was white, and hia 
heard of vonorablo length. On tho contrary, he was of 
* mild and serene aspect, and bo spoke kindly words to 
■II ; aitd consoled the afflicted ; and healed Chose who 
were lick ; and expelled demons (who, we are told afier 
their signal dofeat, held him in such awe, and terror, 
tbat his very name was sufficient to make them doe) ; 
lecondled those who were at tend ; and preached to all 
men the lovo of Ood, and bbs^euce, wid purity of 
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life : and mnliitiides w«ra so PonTincei] b^ his e^umple 
ikixl hii eloquence, that ihej rcMirod lo the desert, and 
bsnuno liig diac^ijilce, living in caves holloned oat of thu 
Mnily liills, and in the unrieut tombs ; and at one 
time tliere ncre more (lian five tltoaaatid hermits asscin- 
bled round him, and ho performed inanf wooden and 
manj miniclci ia the dcaort. 

•■ Otio nighl, aa Anthony sat in his cell, ho heard 
a knocking at the door, sad, g<»ng to ece n^ho it was 
tberc, he beheld a man of a terrible Bcpen, and of 
giganiie stature ; and ho nud, ■ Who urt thou 1 ' The 
nnrngcr onsworcd, ' I am Satan, and I rame to ask 
thee Itow ii is that ihoa and all thy disciples, whenevtir 
ye stray into sin, or any eril bc&li ye, lay the btame 
and the Bhame on me, and load me with coiscs 1 ' And 
ADtbonysBJd: 'Have ws not cansol DotI thoa tMt 
go about seeking whom llioa mayst devour, and tempt 
ns aud tonneat us ? And art thou not the occasion of 
fall lo many 1 ' Aud the demon replied : ■ It is false I 
J do none of theao things of which mtm accuse ma; it 
is thdr own bnlt ; the^ allure each other lo sin ; they 
torment and oppress c&ch other: tltcy are templed of 
their own evil propenii^s ; they go abont seeking oc- 
casion to Bin; and then thof weakly lay the cause at 
my door: for, since God came upon earth, and was 
made man to redeem mno, mj power is at an «ad. 
IjoI I have no arms, I have no dwelUng-placo, and, 
wanting everything, can perfoim Dolhing. Let men 
eomplaia of thcmsi'li'cs, not of me; not I, but they 
alone are gnilty.' To which the saint, DiarvelliDg at 
■o mnch sense and troth from tbo lips of the Devil, re- 
plied, ' Atihoogh thou art called tlie father of lies, ia 
tliis thou hust ipoken tho truth ; atid even for lUg, 
blessed be ttm name of Chtistl' And when Satan 
heard the holy name of the Redeemer, ho vanished 
into air with a loud cry; and Auihun;, looking out, 
saw nothing but tlie desert and tiio darkucea of tba 

" On another 
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were coiDmaning together, there arose a qaeilioa as to 
which of all llie TirtucH was mosl nemssaiy lo porftKh 
tion. Ooe Eud, chasdCy; another, himiility; n. tliird, 
jnsticie. St. Anthony rcmunod EilCDt onlil all had 
Bimn their opinioo, and then he spoke. ' Ye have all 
sud well, but none of yoa have Mid aright ; llio Tirtno 
most aecBBsary to perfection ia pnuience ; for the moat 
Ttrtnoua actions of mca, onlcss governed and directocl 
by piudOB«<, BTo ncjtlier pleasing to God, nor service- 
able to olhets, nor pmStnblc to ouiselvos.' 

" ThOBO are some of tbo parables and wise aayings 
with which the blBBScd St. Aathooy instrncttKl bis liil- 

" And when ho had reaniipd the great agn of ninety 
jearB, and tiad lived iti the desert seventy-five years, 
llis heart was lifted up by the tbongbt that no one had 
lived to long in solitude and self-denied as be had done. 
Bnt there eaaie to him a virion in tho deep midnight, 
and a voice said to him, ' Tliere is one holier tlian them 
art, for Paul the bcnnit has served God in solitude and 
penftnH for ninety years.' And tvhoa Anthony awoke 
he resolved to go and seek Faul, and took his staff and 
set forth. As he journeyed across the desert, he met a 
ereatore balf toan and half horse, which by the povls is 
called a centaur, and he asked him the way to tho cavo 
of Paal, which the centaur, who could not apeak intel- 
Ugible words, indicMod by pointing with his baud ; and 
fiuther on, coming to a deep narrow valley, he met a 
Htyr; and the satyr bowed down berore him, and said : 
• I aro one of those creatures who haunt the woods and 
ftelds, and who are worshipped by the blind Ouutlles as 
gods. But we are moTtaU, as thou knowost, and I 
tome to beseech thee that thou wqnldat pray for ma 
and my people to thy God, who ia my Gud, and the 
God of all,' And when Antliony heard these words, 
tb« teats tan down his venerable faro and trii'kled down 
hu long white beard, and be stietched out his arms 
towards Thelica \ and he said, ' Such bo your Gods, 
J8 pagans 1 Woe unto yon when such as ilivso cotifisM 
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the nsme of Chrut. whom ^, blind and pcrreree gen- 
CT»lion, donjl'" 

" Sii AniboDT continued bis joaniey aJI that da; itad 
tha next; and on the Ibird daj, CHrLy in the momiDg, 
be iBtnc to B csrerD overhnng nitU wild and Bsiago 
rocks, with a palm-tree, and a fuuntaia floning near, 
and \iitni he funnd the henniE Paol, who bad dwolt in 
thii Kilitade for ninety yean. 

<< It ffu not willioat difficulty, and yielding 10 his 
prnyrra and Icar«, that Paul st length admitted liira. 
Then tlivse two TEoerable men, after gaxiDK for a wliile 
npon each othor, embraeed with teats of jo;, and ant 
down by the fuuntaia, which, us I have said, Rowed by 
the mouth of the cave ; end PbdI asked of Anthony 
coneorning the norld, and if there yet existed idolateiB ; 
and many other things; and ihey held long H'ommun- 
iun together. While they talked, (iiTgetiing tlie flight 
of lime and tlie wants of nature, there caine a raven, 
which alighted on the tree, and tlisn, after a little 
spoco, flew away, and retnmed carrying in hia beak a 
Bintdl loaf, nnd let it fall between them ; tlien Faal, 
lifling up hi» eyes, blessed, the goodness of God, and 
said, 'For sixty years, every day, hath this ravon 
brought me half a loaf; bot hocanae thou art come, my 
brother, lo I the portion la doubled, and we are ted as 
Elijah was fed in the wildemew.' Then tliero arose 
between these two lioly men a contention, out of ihuic 
great modesty and humility, wbich of the two shoald 
brcikk the bread ; at last tbey both look hold of the 
loaf and broke it between them. Then they ate, and 
drank of the water of the fbuntain. and returned thanks. 
Then Panl stud to Anthony, ' My brother ! Ood hath 
sent thee here tliot thou migbtest receire my lost breath 
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u)d bury me. Go, roium to ihy dwoUing ; bring hew 
the doak which visa given to theo by ihut holy bishop, 
Athanaaius, wrap mo in it, and lay ma in the earth.' 
Greatly did AnlhoDy wonder to hear these words, for 
the gift of the gIoiUe, which. Athanmiiis had boatowed 
on him Eoinc years before, was utikuowu to all ; hut ha 
could only weap, and he kissed the aged. Paul, and left 
him and returned to his monastery. And thinking 
only of Paul, for no other thonghl couid enter his 
mind, he took down the cloak, oud went forth agaiu, 
and bastcoed on. his way, fearing lesc Paul should bavD 
breathed his last breath ere Lo could arrive at thu cave. 
When he was at the distance of about three boura' 
joomoy frotn the cavern, he heard of a snddon the 
most raviehiug music, and, looking up, he beheld the 
spirit of PanI, bright as a star, and white as the driven 
■now, carried up to heaven by tlie prophela and apes' 
tlM and B company of Bug1^la, who were singing hymnl 
of triumph as they bore him. through the air, until alt 
had disappimrod. Then Aothony fell npoii his face 
and MatierDd. dnst on his head, and wspc bitterly, say- 
ing, 'Alas! Paul, alas I my brother, why hast thoa 
left niB? Why bavo I known ihce so late to lose thee 
BO early ? ' And when he bad thus lamented, bo ross 
in haste, and, with all the speed of which bis aged 
limbs were capable, he ran to the cave of Paul, atid 
when he icached it ha found Paul dead ia the attitude 
of prayer. Then ho look bim in his arme and pressed 
him, and wept abundant tears, and recited over the 
cold remains the last offices of the dead ; and when he 
had done this, he tliougbt haw he might bury him, for 
he hud DO strength to dig a grave, and it waa IhrM 
days' journey from ihe convent; and lia thought, 'What 
shall I do % Woold it might please God that I might 
IJB down and die at thy side, O my brother 1 ' And aa 
be said these wordii, behold, two lions came widking 
Knrards him over the sandy desert ; and when they saw 
the body of Paol, and Anthony weeping beside it, they, 
by their roaring, expressed their sympathy after tbeit 
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nuiiKT, inrl llitj b«gBn to i\g in tJw Band with ihcir 
p»w«, «[id in * iliort time thcj had dng a gra^o. Wnen 
Anthnnj' sanr this be wu ■maxcd, and blessed iliein, 
Mjing, 'O Lord, without wh«o divine providence do 
Imf rnn Elir npon die tree, no little bird bll to the 
gtTPUiid, blMs these mamrw armrling to their nainre, 
who hare thiu honored ihe dead!' — tuid the liont 
dcpomd. 

■■ Then Anthonj' look the dcnd body, and, liarinf; 
wrapped it in the cloak of Athanauos, laid it reverent- 
ly ill the graic. 

'■ When these things were aeeomplisbed, he retnmed 
to hia eoDTciit and related all to his disciples, and not 
only thej believed, bttt the whole Catholie Church ; m 
that, withoat any further testimony, Paal haa t)eei] can- 
onized, and has since been noiveraatlj bonorcd tu a 

"After this, Anthony lived (ijnrieen jaa%\ and 
when he was in his liundrcd-iind-fifth year, he showed 
(o hie disciples that he mnst shortly die. And they 
wore filled with the profoundeat ^ef, and fell at hia 
ftet, and liissed thein and bathed them with teats, say- 
ing, ' Alas I what sliall we do on earth wtiliuut thee, 
AntlKiny I cmr father, instructor, and friend ? ' Bat he 
eomfoitcd them ; aod withdrawing to a eobtory place 
with a few of his monks, tie exacted from them a sol- 
emn promise, that they would reveal to no mnn the 
ipot in which he was buried. Then, ss they prayed 
amund blm, ho gently drew his last bnoth, being full 
of days and good works ; and the angels received his 
spirit, And carried it up to heaven, to taste of bliss 
eternal. Atncn 1 " 

The devotional figures of Paul the Hermit represBOl 
him as a man in estrcme old age ; meagic, half naked, 
bis only clothing a mat of pnlm-lcaves, having his 1^ 
and onus l>are, his beard and hair while and of great 
lungcb. lie is geoerally seated on a rock, in deep med- 
itation. TUore onght to be a palm-tree near hini, and 
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a faiintain nt his leet ; but thcsB are not always attend- 
ed to. Hu is not often introdnced in Ilie Muclonna 
pictures, or grouped with other saints; but ia often a 
■olitary RgarD in a landacapo. SomoCinies a raven is 
Introduced, brlnglnji; him food; and then it is ncccsaarf 
to obaorro tho pccnliar dro^ of interwoven tenves, and 
the meagre, luperannunitcd luok, to distingniah tbc pio- 
totes of Pool (Prirmi Eremta) (roiii those of Elijah ill 
the irildemesa ; — the haggurd, wasted, self-aLased pen- 
itent from the majoatic prophet. 

The most important, end I muet add tlio most dis- 
■greeable, reptcEentstioa I hare seen of St, Paul the 
Hermit, is a flgnre, bj Spagnolctto, Ufo-siEe, sealed, 
nndraped except hj a girdle of palm-leavea, with a 
ftuU at his aide : in the background St. Anthony is 
Men crossing the deeert ; and in the air is won tht 
raren wbo brongbt them bread.* 

Davotional flgarcs of St. Anthony oixor more fre- 
qnrailly, and are easily recognized. He has several 
Agtiaptive ftttributOH, each eignilicant of Bome trait in 
his life or character, or of the sanctity and spiritaal 
pririlegoa populariy aactibed to liim. 

I. He wears the monk's Eiabit and cowl, as founder 
of mooacbism ; it is nsnollr black or brown. In the 
Qreek pictures, and in the schools of arc particnlarly 
influunced hj Greek traditions, tho figures of Anthony, 
besides thu monkish garb, bear the letter T on the Idt 
riumlder, or on the rope ; it is, always blue. In Reve- 
lation xtr. 1, the elect, who ora redeemed from the 
esnb, bear tlie name of God the Father written on 
their foreheads : tho first letter of the Greek word 2K«», 
Ood, is T, and Anthony and liis monks are represented 
hearing the T. — '■ For these are they which follow tho 
I^mb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed 
ttom among men, nnd in their mouth was found no 
guile, for they are without lanlt before (he throne of 
God." In a spetimeo of painted gloM (from 67. Ztem) 
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m man id a tnrban or crown marks soother witb iho T 
OD tbo (bnshead ; three others eianil bnrelicodcd, and 
over tlifi wliole, in Gotliiv lutieis, is iaecribed, " Siguum 
Tan." 

9. Tbo crutch given to St. Anthany luuks liii age 



3. The bell, wliiph ha carriue in his hand, or eue- 
pendcd to hia i-rutth, or to k cross near liim, has refar- 
enco to Ills power to oxorci^i evil apirils. Accordiag 
to Duraaduj, tlie Devil ciuitiot endure tbu Bound of a 
voniiocrDted bell. "It is said that tlic wicked spirits 
lh« Iw in tlw rogioQ of the air fear mnch when thej 
hoar the bells riogen : and this is the TAuse why the 
bells be ringcn nlien it ihanderclh ; to the end that the 
foul fiunds and wicked spirits should be ahflsbed, and 
flee, and cease from moving of the lempeat." When 
the passing bell tolled in the faonse of death, it was 
eoneotved to answer a double pniposc : it advertised all 
good Christians to pray fur the departing soul, and it 
scared uwaf tiLC demons -who were hovering aroiuuJ, 
either with iho hope of Beuzing the liberiLied spirit as 
tbeir picy, or at least to molest and impede it in its 
flight to beaven. With groat propriety, thcrelbre, is 
tiie bcU placed near St. Antbonj, who hod so great 
occasion for it in bis own person, and was besides 
renowned for tbo aiil he gave to others in tlie same 
predicnmenC. 

4. For tbo Huno reason, and as an instrument of 
eiorcism, the aspergcs — tbo rod for Eprinkling bolj- 
water — is put into the hand of St- Auihony; but it is 
not peculiar to bim, for we find il an attribute of St. 
Benedict, St. Martha, and other saints famous for their 
eonlests with tlio Devil. 

5. I luLvo read somewhere that the bog ia given to 
6t Anthony because be bad been a swineherd, and 
cured tlie diseases of swine. This is qoito a mistake. 
The bog was the representative of [be demon of sen- 
eualily and gluttony, which Anthony is sapposed to 
have vnnqnisbed by the eierdscs of piety and by Di* 



J 



ST. ANTHONY AND ST. PAUL, HERillTS. 373 

viDB Bill. The ancLcQt custom of placing in all hii 
effigies a bltu;k pig at his toet, or uutler Ilia ftct, gave 
rise 10 tbo aapenttitiDQ tbat this naclEan aaimaL wai 
especiall; dedicated to him, uid under his proteetiao. 
The mODka of the Order of St. Anthaa; kept herda 
of coosecniiBd pigs, which were allowed to Teed at the 
pnhlic charge, and which it was a profcnation to Btsal 
or kill : hcQce the proverb about tho tatneaa of a " Tan- 
tony pig," 

6. Flamns of fire are otlen placed near St. Anlhonj- 
and imder bis feel, or a euy or a liouse a burning in 
the background, signifyiog hia epiriiuul aid as patron 
saint against fire iu all sliapea, in the next world as 
weU as in this* 

With ODO or more of these attribates, St. Anthonyia 
Been alone, or in the Madonna pictures grouped with 
other saints. I shall give a. few instances only, fbr ia 
Buch repreeentatJOQS he is not easily mistaken. 

1. In an ancient Greek pancl-pictaro of the twelfth 
centacy,! St. Anthony is seen half-length, in tbo habit 
of B Greek monk, and wearing a sort of coif on hia 
head : with the right liand he gives the bunodiction in 
the Greek form ; in the left he boars a scroll with a 
Oieek inscription, Bigoifying that he knows all the arts 
of Satan, sad has wuapons to oppose ilium. 

S. Col' AntoDJo del' Fiure. St. Anthony, sealed in 
a monk's habit, with a bald bead and ycry long white 
beard, holds in one hand a book, the other is raised iq 
the act of bonodiciion ; two angels, kneeling before hint, 
Iqinm his pruse with harp and dulcimer, and two cheni. 
J 



* TboB, In the bcsuUtul MsdanoabrBodTlclD 
at Fnoktart, ihe In uusulcd on mift ilJe b^ SI. I 
teotor sgalEat An, aud on the nthor hj Si. Sebajt 
acolut pcBtltcnoe- 

- -ng. D-ABCncourl, pi. M. [ "sple 
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4. In m prlnl liy Alben Diirer, St. Anthan; b ceatcd 
OQ iho graDud, r«Liliii|; inCuncly, bis tace hiddeu !• bu 
cuwl ; \ij bis lide stanilB a eras*, to which is suEpinileil 
• Wli ; in ibe backgnHind the dudel of Knrumlicrg. 
whicli 1 (appoBB lu be a caprice of the artist. Tbid 
print ii iilelirated for the beauty of the ei;eculioD, as 
wall as fut its Bne solemn feeliag- 

Sc. Anthony rcoriiag or meditating in his cell, with 
the skull and crucitls (the genoral lyrabols of peni- 
leiice) beside him, is a common subject ; and M'beie 
tliore is no attribute peculiarly aignificaot, he might 
be confounded with St. Jerome : this, however, is sel- 
dom tbe cow, and in general Ihcra is a dislinct charao- 
ter oiiDtided to. There ougbt, in Gut, to be a marked 
diSercoco between tba simpl&iaiDded portly old hermit 
Anthony in hia toag robes, and the acute theological 
doctor doing ponance for his learning, — emadaied, 
eager, and liolf naked. As Anibony deBpised >d[ leam- 
JDg, tlie book whicb is often pot into bis hand is less 
Bppropriaia to him Ihon the other attribntes. It mmC, 
however, be iiome in mind, that a book is giTen to alt 
^e early Ritliers who lef\ wriiinga bcliiod them : and 
St. Aulhony is the anthor of secen theological epistles 
BtiUeitant. 

With regard to tbe hiaUnical rejircsentations, the 
sabject called tbe " Temptation of St. Anthony " is 
by far tlio moat common. 

In the earlier picmrei It is very simply treated : St. 
Anthony is praying in liia ceU, and the flond, in shape 
like a beanliful woman, stands behind him ; the saint 
^ipears (earliil to turn his bead. In the laler scboob, 
and particularly tbe Dutch schools, the artists have 
tasked tJi^r fancy lo the utmost, to reproduce all the 
foul and terrible shapes, aJl the ghostly and obscena 
Tagarlea, which saL'tnde could have ungendared in a 
diseased and cxdied brain. Such is the celebralcd 
cngrBTing of Martin Schoon, in whicb St. Anlliony i< 



ST. jyTSONT AND ST. PAUL, HERMITS. 375 

lifted op into the air by deinaoB of the most horribla 
ftnd (grotesque forms ; euch arc the pictures of Tcnicrs, 
who iiad snch a predilection for Cliis subject, tbat ba 
punted it twelve dmes with everr variety of nncrcaled 
Bbominatioaa. Sach are the poetical demoniuc Bcenes 
of Breughel ; auch is tbe rnmDua print by Callat.* la 
a pictnra by Salvalor Rosa, a single gigantic demon 
bcBtrtdes the prostrate saint like a horrid nighttnare. 
In n picture by Ribem, tbe demon, in ftmalo shape, 
luui Bciwd on the bell, and rings it in his ears to iaKT' 
rnpt his prayers. The description in the legend has 
beea closely tbllowed in the pictore by Aiinibal Ca- 
ved nOT in onr National Gallery. 

I recollect a picture in which St. Anthony la tempted 
by tiiree txtantiful women, who have much die air of 
Opem-dancers, long and thin, in scanty draperies ; one 
pnlla his beard, another twitches his rohe, a third gazea 
up ia his face ; the miserable snint, seated on (he gronnd, 
witb a look of intmue sat!briag, and his hands clenched 
n prayer, seems to liave set himself to endure : mock- 
ing demons fill the air behind. 

The locality of tbe temptation of St. Anthony onght 
» be the iaturior of an Egyptian sepulchre or temple. 
Tbe legend relates that he took refuge in a mi'ii ; and 
£he painters, unfamiliar with those grand and solemn 
mnd gigantic remains which would have giren a strange 
mbUmity to the fearful scene, sometimes make liio ruin 
■D old brick bQuse or Gothic chapel. 

Other gnbjeclB from the life of St. Anthony occnr 
less treqnently. 

By L. Carscd, wo hava St. Anthony instrncling the 

The death of St. Anthony, surronnded byhismooke, 
m a frequent subject. Sometimes angels are seen carry- 
ing his soul into hcBVcn ; in a picture by Rubens, tlie 

urlgioil piauK Is u Malabide CuUe, nur 
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pig ig teen Innking out (rom under the bed of the djing 
uini, — a grotesque Bc^ccHBrf, wliicli might well have 
bocn omitted. 

Tlie le^nd of the meeting hetween St. Paul and St 
AniliODj' bag bcoti very popular in Art. and u fitcorire 
lubjccl in conTCnta. It is L'spablc of Ibo most beautiful 
atid picmreiquQ treatment- I shall give u few cvIb- 
bnlwl examples. 

1. Finmricchio. Pan! and Anilionj divide iba loaf 
which i* brought by a raven ; threa eril apiritB, in the 
funn of buHOtiful women, stand behind St. AnlhODj', 
•ail two dia(:ip](ia behind St. FudI.* 

a. LneuB T. Lejdcn. St. Paul and St. Anlbon; 
(who wcnrs his largo cowl drawn over bis head) ars 
aeuted in llie wildorueH ; ihc raven, after depositing the 
loaf, tiuttcrs alou(c tbe groiuid in fitint; a very quaint 
and curious little picture, fall of eharacter.t 

a, Vclasquei. St. Anthony visile Paul ihc hermit : 
he appears before the door of the cavern, and cmvca ad- 
mi tCBQL'C.t 

Then: are in the ficrlia (jallerj fiiur bidbU pictures 
(loss and 108G), forming the predcllaof an altar-piece, 
and reprosentiug iho Blory of St. Puol and Si, Anthony. 

In ^ncral, Ijowever, there are only the two Dgnres 
in a solitary landscape, (rhich is much more striking; 
in the picture by Bruaasorci, tbe sam and the centaur 
ore seen far off and diminntive in the background, and 
also in a flue pictura by Guido : g t!io (wo liong, or the 
cenCaar, are somecimvs itilroduced into the batkpniimd. 

4. B. Passari. The death of Paul the hermit; an- 
gels ore ItnceUng by, and two lions dig his grave. 

5. Bt, Anthony coming to visit Paul, finds him dead, 
lying on EL mat, with a skull, a book, and a rosary near 
him. In the background the two lions are di)^ng a 
grave in (be sand. A largo eograviug, signed " Bi»- 

■ VUioMi. t LIohiBBBieiii CW,, Tlenni. 

U Bumcb, xxl. 3X1, Then ia ■ gma [nipnuion in Ilia SrltUli 
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T bavB Baiil enough of tfieso cetobnted aainta to ren- 
der the aabJeclH in which they figure intelligiblo and 
inlercsdiig. The olher licrmils of the deaert who ap- 
pdtr iu Art aro mueh loss popular ; anil as they ars 
generatly found grouped together, I shall m treat them. 



St. OiirpHRiuB (Onafrio, Honolrio, Onuphre), a 
monk of Tliebes, retired to the desert, for from the 
sight of men, and dwelt there in. a cavo fbr sixty years, 
and during all that time ho never beheld one hnman 

;, nor uttered one word of hia mother tongue ex- 

in prayer. He was unclothed, except hy eome 
lott»ea twisted ronnd his body, and his beard and hair 
had become like the face of a wild beasL In this state 
he WBB discovorod by a holy man whose name was Paph- 
' IS, who, seeing bim crawling along the grouad, kneir 
not, at first, what lire thing it might be, and was afraid ; 
but when he found it was indeed a man, lie was filled 

amaaoment and admiralioD at so much sanctity, and 
threw liimsclT at Ma tbet. Then the hermit showed him 
what trials ho had endured in his solitude, what pains 
of hunger and of thirst, what parching heat and pineh- 
g cold, what direful temptations, and how God had 
at his angel to comfort him and to feed him. Then 
be prayed that Faphnntios would remain to buiy him, 
•s hia end was now approaching ; and having blessed 
his viutor. he died. So Paphnutins took off his own 
eloak, and hariog torn it in two pieces, ho wrapped the 
body of the holy hermit in one half of It, and laid him 
io ft holo of the rock, and covered him with stones ; and 

a revealed that lie should not remain there, but 
depart and make known lo all tJia world Ihu merits of 

;lorious saint and hermit. 

10 name and fame of this saint come to us from the 
Eist: Mid he is interesting becaasc iminy convents in 
irtiieh die rnlo of solitnde and cxclusioo was rigorously 

oA were placed under liia protectioD. Every ono 
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who hM liMii U Rome mil romombcz die beaiitifal 
FnuiriKvi mtiaatUTj of Ssnt' OnofHo in the Tni«t» 
Tiav, when TaiHo bieatLed his lait, and in which bs 
Um hnntid. 

8t, OnoFno U represented aa a meagre old man, wilh 
loiif- hair and beard, gT&; and macteili a li:alj lirani'h 
inulcd round his toiiiH, a stick in hit hand. The ar- 
tiii iKoerallj endmvors (O mako him look aa haggud 
atiil unlminai] aa pouibte, and I have ucd him in come 
Mrl}' prims and piclurea veiy much like an old onrait- 
uuiang, — J moat write the word, br nolhing else eonld 
Bxinwii the unseemliims of the eiSgy. I have B^cn him 
Btiiniliiig, rovcml with hii long hMi, acrown. a sippirs, 
and gold and silver money lying on the jpvund at his 
fell, to cxpresa his canleupC for cnrtiily glory and 
riclies 1 as in a Spanish picture once in the Laavre. 



St. Job (San Giubbe), a saint who figures only in iho 
Venetian pictures with the altiibutes of St, Ooorrio, 
and who Iibs n church u Venice, was, I boliove, the 
patriarch of the Old TeatamcnI.* 

St. Moeca (San Moise), who ig also confined to 
Vcni'littQ Art, was a converted robber, who turned 
hermit. 



St. Epbheh of Edessa was o hermit of Sjiria, who, 
□Q account of some homilies and epistles of great an- 
tliority, takes rank as one of the Fatticra of tlio Greek 
Chnrch. Be is memoraiile in Art as the Bubjcut of a 
most ancient and rnrioua Greek picture. It represents 
the ■■ Obsequies of St. Epbiem " ; in front ho lies dead, 

* TlH iDUminiiM Df Vcnlse with the Eut iDtrDdudnl Ihflpnpli- 
(I Jgb ai ( Boot lotg Oiv Morlh of Itnly. St. Job nu » bmrlts 
liilnmof Imipltali.iuiilporticuliirlrgriupen. Ittiln thlicharu- 
trr irc Hnd him In Ihr VenFtlui iMclDrei ; (nr Examiile, In a beiall- 
rul iiruup by Selliol, mir [g am Auadcm; u Veulot. 
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ST. EPEBKM. 



m backgroutid 
e reading, some doing 
penanM, olliers in conversatioii. In tlia c^untra of tlM 
piutare is seen llic famooa anchorite, StmeoD Bcylites, 
wbo passed thirij jeoTS oa the top of a pill&r, eKposed 
to t\\ tlia viciiaitudca of the eeasona : bo brought this 
kind of ponuBCO into faabion, for wo find it frtiqnentlj' 
imitated. Tba picture of the Obsequies of St. Eptlrem 
is engrarEd in D'Aginconit's work, and in Ftstoleai's 
Vatieano, and should be considered (b; those nlio hava 
these fforka ax liaod) witli ro&rancu to tlio illustration 
of the hermil-llfa as I h&re endeavored to describe it. 

Bnt the must interesting of all these repreeentudona 
is tlie great tresco in the Csjnpo Santo at Pisa ; and. 
a repetition, with soma rariations, iu a amoll picture 
in the f lorentine Qallery ; both b; FJetro Lauroti, 
containing, in a sarioty of groapfl, the o<M:upalions of 
the hermiti, with distinct scenes and iucideotd from 
the live* of the most CBlebraiod among tliom. Wo 
have, — 1. The vi^it of Antlionj' to the hermit Paul. 
9. The death of Paul, and the lioo:) digging his gritTe. 
3, 4. The temptation of Anthony, flrat hauoied, tor- 
mented, and flagellated bydcmons ; 5. then camfortcd 
by a vision of our Saviour, as in the Ic^nd. 6. Id. 
one place he is beating Che demon out of his cava 
with liiB crutch ; in another, carving wooden spoons. 
T. Farther to the right is St. Hihuion, riding on hii 
us ; B. and by thu sign of the cross vanquisliing a 
great dragon which ravaged Dalmatia. and cominand- 
ing^ the beast to Imp into the fira and be consamed 
■nd destroyed forever : his companion is seen fleeing 
in terror. 9. On thu liifl, St. Mary of Egypt rec<;ive» 
the sacrament from Zosimus. 10. Demons, in the 
diagniia of monks or of women, are seen tempting 
the hermits ; 11. to the right is the story of St. Paph- 
nntitts and St. Onotrio ; 12. and when Faphnuiios, 
fbrgetful of the last commands of Onotrio, defers his 
Tttam to the monastery, the cell in which he had taken 
rcfoge, and the date-tree, are overthronn by an cinb- 
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qakka. 13. Id ihc luwer pan or the picture, tg iim 
IcA, we hnvc the storj of Paphnunos. who, biaiig 
temptml b)- n beautiful iromui, thruiis his hands into 
iIm Sre ; tlii; tmnplrese, on Ihis, tails 3ovta dead ; but, 
u the pnyEr of the Mint, is rocallcd to life tuid re- 
pentance, and is Ken kneeling aa a henniless in the 
drcM of a nun, U. The other gtonps express the 
nsaal occapMiuns of the liennits : lb. Ibe liermit Ar- 
■eniuB, who, lieforo be turned hcnnit, had been Ihs 
tutDr of the emperors Ajcadiut and nonorius, is wear- 
ing boskctB of palmJevvu; 16. anotlier U cattiag 
woodon spouus ; another {jshing. 

In the cciDtru of the picture, is a hermit looking 
down upon aakuU, which he is tout^hin;; with his stalf : 
thid ftguru reprcsonti St. Muiarius of Alexaudris. one 
of tlic most famous of these anchorites, and of whom 
many stories were current in the middle ages. The 
figure with the sknll olludeis to one of tlw most popu- 
lar and signifieunt of these ruligions npologucs : — 

" One day, as MacBTins wandered among those 
■nciciit Egyptian tombs wbercia he hud made MmEelf 
a dwetling-pluce, he found the skull of a mummy, and, 
turning it o«er with his crutch, be inquired to whom 
it belonged ; and it replied, • To a pu^ran.' And Ma- 
carius, looking into the empty eyes, said, ■ Where tlien 
is iliy soul 1 ' And the lieiLd replied, ■ In hell.' Ma^ 
coriUB asked, ' How deep ^ ' And the haul r(^plied, 
■ The dppth is greater than the distance from iKaren 
to earth.' ThUD Macarioa asked, 'Aru there any 
deeper than' thou art ? ' The skull replied, ' Yes, the 
Jews »ro deeper still.' And Macariua asked, 'Are 
there any deeper than the Jews J ' To which the 
head replied, ' Yes, in sooch I for tiie Christians whom 
Jcsua Christ hath redeemed, and who show in thrar 
actions tluit they dospise hia doctrine, aro deeper still.'" 

IT. The monk, or rather the womuQ in the disguise 
of a monk, seated ia the lower part of the picture, 
with a child in her arms, representa tlio story of Bt 
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" A certain man. who had tnmed hermit, lell behind 
him, in the citj, his litlle daugbtflr Marina ; and, aftet 
a while, he greatly longed to ace his child : but tearing 
thai if it were known that ha bad a danghtor she 
wonid not be permitted to caraa to him, he disguised 
lier in boy's HCtiro, and sbc camo and dwelt with het 
father, nnder the name of Brother Marinus ; and Bha 
grow np, and became itii examplo of piety, wisdom, 
and humility, to all the monks of the convent ; and 
her falbcr cammanded bet strictly, that aba sboold Sis- 
cover herself to no human being. 

" And Marinua, for so she was called, was often 
lent by the abbot, with a wuj^n and oxen, to a man 
who lived upon the shores of- the Red Sea, in order to 
bring back things necessary for the convenL And it 
happened that tbe daughter of this roan fell into sin, 
and, when tier father threatened her, she, being insCi- 
gated by Satan, accused Marina of being tbe father 
of her child ; and as Marina, in her grenl humility, 
answered not a word, the abbot, in his indignation and 
wrath, ordenid her W be seoucged, and thrust out of 
the gate ; and tbe wicked mother came and put the 
child into her anna, saying. ' There, aa you are its 
&thcr, lake care of it.' But Marina endured all in 
■itence ; she took the child, she brought it up tenderly 
ontside the gate of tho convent, begging for it, and 
living aa tho alms which were thrown to ber with 
gnidging and contumely, oa to a shameless sinner : 
and thus she lived in bitter but undeserved penanea 
fbr many years \ nor was the secret discovered tiU 
after her doatb ; and then great was the monming and 
lamentation, becanae of tbe unmerited suf!erings of 
this pure and lowly>minded virgin, who, throngh obe- 
dience and humility, had endured to the end I " * 

81. Marina is usually represented with the face of tk 
joung and beantifnl woroan, but the dress of a monk, 
and often with a child in her arros or at her feet, The 

* The BUdc legmi \t niattd dE St. TbRdi^rs. (Bnrtscli, ii. p. 
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\s formerl; 



I luve said cnongh of llhese Hermits of Egypt and 
Sjriil to Icnil »d inusrcst to the pictures in which thay 
arc rctirGsentcd. And [heroia one circumstance gtaielj 
eiiggcstiro lo (bote who look leyonJ the loehnicElitit* 
nnd historical sssoeiattons to the morn] significance of 
Arc, There are few of these yiicRires of the carlj' 
hcnnit« in which we do not find somo obscene fiendiih 
horror, or Satan himself in person, figuring lu an in- 
dispensable, or at least unponant, ncccGsar/. There 
is no need to set down nJI this to pure inicntion or 
imposture. That ignorance of the natural laws which 
govern oar being and a miBernbte credulity should im- 
pute to iulcmal agency what was the ineritable result 
of diseased, repressed, and misdirected feeling, is a 
common case in the annals of religions fanaticism.* 
Tho sanctity, bo called, wLk-h in th« abnence of social 
[cmptalions of erery kind peopled the desert with mora 
" devils than vast heli conid hold," has its parallel 
oven in oar own days. For myself, I have sometimes 
looked nt the most grotcaque of these wpresentadon* 
of Anthony and his compeers with more disposition 
10 sorrow than to hinghter, for no duubt the worst 
abominations to wliich the pencil could give form did 
not eqnal the ren/i'y, — if I may so use the word. It 
may be interesting to add, that the cells of Bt. An- 
thony and St, Paul stUl remain, with the monaatcriea 
appended, which are inhabited by Coptic monks ; they 
ani about one hundred nud sixty-seven miles east i^ 
Cairo, in the valley called Wadee el Arraba, and the 
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Leaving, however, these hcrmita of the East, let na 
Enm to some of the anchoriiea of the W^esC, who did 
not belong to the regular laoniiflii; or(I«rs, anil wlio, ai 
Bubjects of Art, are also very sngtrGstJ™ °^^ interest- 
ing; ; the most important are Si. Ranieri of Pisa, BL 
Julian Hospiiator, St. Lmnard gf Aquitaino, St. Giles, 
and S^ Goncvi^ru of Paris. 



ij. auiBt 



y. Si. BtBoi". I 



Sah Rasiebi 19 the patron saint and protector of 
Fisft, and, except in the edifi<vs of Fisn, and 
tures of tiie Pisaa suhool, I do not rcnienibcr xo have 
met with xay representation of hiiu. Hia legend, 
thongli cooHned to the citf and i\s precincts, has be- 
come interesting from tbe importance attached \a ^ 
old ftoscoa in the Campo Sojiio at Pisa, in wliich the 
itllole hbtorj of his lilc was pointed by Simono Memnti 
and Antonio Yencziano. These are of the Ugliest im- 
portanco in the history of early Art. 

Banieri was bom in tho city of ^sa, of the nobis 
iBmlly of the Scoccieri, about the year 1 100; anil being 
t, yoim^ man in the bond^o of vanity, and addicted 
ta the pleasures of this world, ho was on acerlaiuday 
lunging and pl.iying on tha lyre in company vri^ 
Mvenl beautiful damsels. While he sang and played 
a holy man passed that way, who tnmeU and looked 
upon him with pity. And Itanieri, struck with sud- 
den oomponction and shamo, throw down his lyre and 
followed the man of God, bewailing his sins and his 
dissolnte life, till iie was blind with weeping. He 
embarked tiir the Holy I<and, and at Jerusalem he took 
off his own vcatmcats, and received Irom the liauds of 
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the pricsti tho KAianna or slaTa^birt, a aciui^ tanid 
of conrte wool with ehon alccvec, which hv wore evra 
aftiT, in token of humility ; and for twcalr years be 
(Iwdt a hennic in the dfserta of Falcadne, performing 
many penuicea and pilgiimages, and being fiiTOred 
with mwiy mirnculous visions. 

Ou one occasion, when the abstinence to wtiich ha 
hnd vowed himaelf vaa wrcly felt, he beheld in his 
■locp a rich toh of eilvcr and goM wrought wilh pre- 
dutu BicRics ; bn( it viaa full of pilch, and oil, and eul- 
phur. Tlicse being kindled wUh fire, the vaHe was 
burning 10 destrnttion, — none could qncntb the flanjea. 
Aad there was put into his hands a little ewer fall of 
valcr, two or Ibtcc dvops of wbicb ostingnished the 
Barnes. And he uiuleniuud that tlie vase signiSod bis 
human frame, that tlie pitch and sulpbnr bnming within 
tl were the appetites and passions, that the water was 
the water of temperaneo. Tbeocoforwsrd Sonieri lived 
wholly on coanso bread and water. He hud, moreover, 
a pBTlirular reverence Ibr waler, and most of hia mirat- 
cIm were performed bj meana of water, whence be was 
called in bis own eitj Sao RaniGii dell' Acqoa. In a 
BotOBn Catholic country, SL lianieri would now be 
the patron of temporance societies. This, howei-er, did 
not prevent Mm from punishing a fraudaleni host of 
lIcBsinn, who mixed water with tiM wine ho sold his 
cnstomerB, and to whom the taint retealed the arch- 
enemy seated on one of liia casks, in the shape of a 
bug« cot with bal-lika wings, to tlie preat horror of the 
said liost, and to the wonder and edilicBlioti of all be- 
lievers. Returning to hia own city of Pisa, tRer many 
years, be edified tlie people Xiy the extreme sanctity of 
bis life ; and after performing many miracles, healing 
the sick, restoring tho bliud to sight, and expelling de- 
mons, so tJiat tlie moat abatinata were conroitsd, he 
died, and was by angels carried into heaven. 

His Imdy was reverently laid in a toinb within the 
walls of tlio Duomo, where picinres representing van- 
oui« scenes from bis life are bung near the altar dedi- 
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CBtc<I to him, bat none of great merit, nor older thoit 
tlie seventeenth cenlur)'. 

Being, however, a saint of merclj local interest, it is 
unnecessary la ea; more of San Ranicri. The legend, 
as 1 hava given it above, is soffident 10 render the en- 
gravings from the Ctunpo Santo intellifpbto and inter- 
esting. The tiiree npper compartments contain, — 

1. The conversion of St. Hauiori. 

2. St. Ranieri embarks for the Holj Land. 

3. llu puts on the drees of a hermit. 

4. Be has man; visions and lemptations in his hep 
mh life. 

b. St. Ranieri retnms to Pisa, 

fl. The detection of tho frandn!eni inokeepor, 

T. Tho death and obsequies of the saint. 

B. The miracles of Ranieri after bis death. 

As there is a very accurate account of these col&- 
bratod old freacoB in Mmraj's Handbook, and every 
guide to f isa, I do not dwell upon them further. 

St. Jdi.uk Hosfitatob. 



313. 

Here wb have offavn one of the moat celebrated and 
popolac of the religious romances of the middlo oguB. 
In (hose days, when the privileged orders of illiterala 
linntera and iron warriors trampled and tortured at 
their wilt man and beast, it is odifyiiig to Bnd in 
Iheso old legends the liuman sympathies appealed 10, 
nol merely in behalf of the woman and the serf, the 
fbeblo. llie sick, and the poor ; but even in favor of 
the dumb creatures; and that divine Christian precept 
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Count JnlioD was a Dohleman, who li^rd in hia 
castle in great state and prosperity ; he apent liis daya 
in hunting;, and his nights in fpB£ling. One day, aa 
he was banting in the forest, he started a deer, atld 
parsncd it over hill and dale. Suddeol; the nuBra^Ie 
and aHiiglited creature turned round and opened liii 
month and said, " Thon, who pnrenesi me to the 
death, sbalt cause the death of thj father and [h^ 
mothur t " And when Jnlian beard thcec words, ho 
■tood still I remoTBD and fear came ovrr liim, and, aa 
the only means oT arening this btal prophoiy, he re- 
solved to flee from his home. So he turned his borae'e 
head, and travelled into a ^ distant eonntry. 

Now it happened that the Iting of that eonntij was 
a mnniiieeut and a gracious prince, who iweiyed Jalian 
with all honor, and entertained liini in his service. Jtl- 
lian distingiiiEhcd himself gn^tly, both at the court and 
iti war, so that the king knighted him, and ^ve him to 
wife a rich and beaaliful widow, with whom he lived 
for some years in great iiappinesB, and bad weQnigh for. 
gotten the tecrihie prophecy. 

Id the mean time the father aod the mother of Jalian 
lamented iho Ios» of their only eoD, and they sent me»> 
aengers everywhere loto ail the stirrounding proTinces 
in search of him ; and, hearing no tidings, tliey put 
on the habits of pilgrims, and went themselves in 
ocarch of their lost son. 

And it Imppeaed that one night, when Julian was 
absent at the comt, tliey arrived at hia castle, and 
knocked at the gate ; and Basiiissa, the wife of Julian, 
who was a good and a pious woman, received them 
hospitably ; but wlieo the learoed who they wei«, she 
was fllled with exceeding joy. waited npon them at 
supper as became a datitDl daughter, and yielded tbem 
her own bed in which to repose ailer (heir jonmey; 
■ud the next morning, at early matins, she wont to the 
neighboring cbarch to thank Crod for this great mercy. 
In the mean time Juhan retnmed, and straightway en- 
tered hit own chamber, and seeing by the impei&<4 
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light vsa people in bed, and one of them a bearded 
roan, lio wm seized with jealous fiirj, nnd, drawing hie 
Bword, slew them both on the spot. Then, rushing 
out of the hottW, ho met his wife, who wna returning 
from the charch, and he aeked ber, nariag wide in 
BflloniBhmcnt, " Who then are in my bed ! " And ihe 
replied, " Thy father and thy mother, who imve been 
eeekii^ thee for long years over bU tho world, and I 
hare Utid them in our bed." And when he heard llicse 
word*, Jnlian romiiiaod Ba ona stopofiial and half dead, 
And ^n bo wept bitterly, and wrung \\a liuadB, and 
said : " Aim ! hy nliat cril fortune is tiiis, that what 
I sought to avoid has came to pass 1 FaiieweU, mj 
sweet aislorl I can noinir again lie by thy side, until 
I hare been pardoned by Christ Jesos fur this great 
ma 1 " And she answered him : " Nay, my brother, can 
I allow thee to depnrt, und withont me 'i Thy grief 
]s my grief, and whither itiou gocsC I will go." So 
they depurled togettier, and trarellod till (hey came to 
tiie bank of a greet river, which was often swollen by 
torrents from the taonDlains, so that many, in endear- 
oring to pass it, perished miserably. And there did 
Julian foand a cell of penance for himself, and near to 
it an hospitul for the poor ; and by day and night, in 
aomnier and winter, he ferried the travoUors aooss this 
torrent without fee or reward. 

One night, in the depth of winter, when the flood 
had brolcen its icy SoundB, and was raging horribly, io 
heard, in the pauses of the storm, a inaurnful roice, 
which called to him across the stream. And he arose 
immediately, and found on the opposite bank a yonth 
who was a leper, and who appealed to bo dvine from 
btigue and cold. He bronght him o 



s, and laid him in his c 



dawned, the leper rose up in the bod, and his feco wa» 
transfonned, and appeared to tJiem as that of an angel 
of light, and he Siud, " Julian, the Lord hath seat ma 
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In tbce, fur (hj pcnilcnco ii araxplod, and tlif rest it 
near M hviil," olid then Tuiiahixl from (heir sigbt. 
Then Julian anJ lue wife lell upon their fkres, and 
ihankBil God Tor all his mercies i tmd shortly after- 
wards, being full of }'ears and good works, tbey slept 
with the Lord. 

The single fibres of St. Jalian represent htm in 
rich Bociilar attire, na a cavalier or coonier, jonng, 
with B mild and mclaDcbaij expression : often he Itas 
a humiug-lioru in his hand, and a slat; is behind him 
or at bis feet. To distinguish him from St. Hubert, 
who hex lite same attribncea, lliere is generall]' a river 
and a lioat in the background ; but it roust also be ob- 
served, that in pictures of St. Julian tlie stag ought 
not to IiBve the crucitix between his horns, as in the 
pictures of Si. Hubert. 

Tlio beaoliful subject called "The Hospitality of SL 
Julian " rQpnwcnts him finryiog travellers over the 
stream, wlule Ida wiTo sEaods at the door of their liouse, 
bolding A light. The piuture b; Allori, \a the Faltuw 
Pitti, is u chef-d'ceavre ns nrgatds both psintiDg and ex- 
pression. The bark with the leprous juuth has just 
tondiod the sliore, a man stands at the helm, and Ju- 
lian, with an expression of benign aolicitude, receives 
the fainting pilgrim in his arms. In the baekground, 
his wife, with a light in her hand, appears to be wel- 
coming some poor irarellers. Here St. Julian is ar- 
rayed as a hermit and penitent, vrith a loose gown and 
a venerable beard. The principal figures are rather 
above Iife«ixo. 

" The angel gncst thro'ws off his disguise, and as- 
cends in a glory of light ; Julian and his wife fall pros- 
trate." I saw tliis subject in a picture in the Bmsaels 
Gallery. 

St. Julian slays his father and mother. Ant delta 
Coma, CremoncEc, 1478.* 

The legend of St. Julian Eospitatar is often foond 
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■a ft eerics of snl^ects in occlesiMtical clcraration, and 
in the oid stained glitss. li is bcnuiifullj told in n 
wrica of BiibjccM on *no of ihc windowa ot itie Cntlie- 
dral of Ronen, preseat«4 liy tha compuny of boatmen 
(batdieri-ptcheuri) of tbaC city, in ttiB fbnrtaeath cen- 
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Here we have another beneficent aainl. Nothing it 
more toucliing in (h«ae old Christian [ogondB than iJia 
variety of rurms in which Charily is deificui. 

Si. Leonard waa of France. His father held a high 
office in the palace of King Theodobcrt, and Leonard 
lunuelf being well educated, modest, and of a cheerful 
and gracious prcaoncc, tho king bunared him and greatly 
delif^tod in hia company. Ha had been cutIj convoned 
add bsptiEod bj St. Benignua, and, without t;tvitig np 
hia duties as a courtier, rnlfillod those of a devout and 
charitable Chriltian. He particularly delighted in visit- 
ing llifl piiaons, and miniBlaring to the ptisoncn, — tha 
Howard of his day ; and those for whom he iiilerccdod, 
the king pardoned. He also devoted great part of hii 
Rubllaace to the liberation of captives from slavery. 
The carva and plcaaurea at a court bcnimiiig daily 
more distoatcful to hint, be withdrew secretly iu a desert 
place near Limogea, and turned hermit, and apent sev- 
eral yean in penance and in prayer. 

And it happened that tho king going lo the chase 
in company with the queen and all his court, sliu, being 
■Uddenly aoizcd with the pongs of childbirtb, was in 
gteat peril and agony, and like to die ; and the king 
■Dd bia attendants stood around licr in utter atUiction 
and perplexity. When St. Leonard, wlio dwelt in that 
■vicinity, bnard of this grief, ha prayed to the Lord, and, 
at his prayer, the qneoo waa relieved and hapinly dcliv- 
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envl. The kin^ then prpsetileil W S[. troimrd a por- 
tioji of lliiit (nrenl land, anil lio cltared the ground, and 
^lliercd roand him a religiouB comiuanit; ; and, after 
mui J yvon spent in works of pictj and chuitj, he died 
thvra iu the year 559. 

St. Ticonard ii invoked by oil those who iBngaieh in 
caplivil;, vrhother they be prisoners or slaves ; it whs 
alwi A custom Tor those nho hod been delivered lioni 
captivity to hang up their fetters in the churches or 
chapels dedicated to him : hence he is niually repre- 
scDIed with fbtlers in his hand, his proper allrihate. 
Ho ia elniuied by the Benedictines as a member oF their 
Order, and rather woara iho while or the black tnnic 
raaiiTned round the wust with a girdle ; and xomelimca 
he has a cruaier, as abbot of the religious community he 
founded ; but soiuetimea also ho vi'ears the dress of a 
deacon, bcniuse, from his great humility, he would 
never aceept of any higher ecclcsiaslical dignity. 

The ancient bassO'relicro over the enlninee of the 
ScwJn ddla Carila at Venice exhibits the effigy of St 
Leonard standing full-length with fetters in his hand, a 
Ubernled slave kneeling oa each side. This Scaola wai 
a con&aicmity founded for the liberation of priionera 
and slaves ; and it is interesting to find tluit iu Venioe, 
where, from the commercial pursuits of the people, and 
their perpetual wars with the Turks, imprisonmenl for 
debt at home, and slavery abroad, became not rarely 
thedcstiuyofthcirmnst distingnishedmen, St, Leonard 
WHS pnrtieularly honored. Among the mossjcs in St. 
Mark's, high up iu the transept, to the ri{;hc of the 
choir, I Ibaad his whole atory in a series of subjects. 
1. He is hapii^ by St. Benignns. 2. He raises water 
minLculoasIy for the thirsty poor. (The common idle- 
gory to signify Christian instruction.) 3. He deltvo:* 
3ie captives, who bring their fetters, and cast them at 
his feet. 4. He saves thelifeof thequecn, who isrepre- 
seuicd in a dying state, under a sort of tent, and inr- 
loanded by her weepiug atteudaQts, 5. He founds hii 
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astery. I am onable to fix Ihe date of this mo- 
, wliich is not mentloncii in an; of tho Yencliaa 
guide-books tliat I have met with ; but it appears to be 
of tlis Bixtceath century. The groups have much drir 

Among the baa-rclieta on Ibe exiciior of St. Mark's, 
the figure of St. Iieonardo occurs more than once. 
There a a curious old effigy of him near llio norUicm 

" St. Loooard, kneeling, prescnM fetterB to the Vir- 
gin and Child ; St. Joeepli behind" : in a finu compo- 

" St. Leonard, standing in a long whito tunic, holda 
in one hand a txiok and a crozier as superior of hia 
monastcrj ; in the other, the feltera as usual": in a 
cnrioua old pi^, atlribuicc] to Buoufigli of PeruRiB.t 

"St. Leonard in a white habit, and holding iho (bl- 
ten, stands with St. Peter, Mary Maj^alenc, and Mar- 
tlia " [ painted by Correggio for tbe Oratorio deBa 
MiserKBrdia at Correggio. J 

•■ St. Leonard, in llio habit of a deacon, stands on 
one side of St. Lawrence, tlironed ; on the other side, 
St. Stephen" ; in a picture by Perugino.§ 

I fbond the whole story of St. Leonard in tlie beaa- 
tilal illuminations of the tar-famed Bedford missal,|| 
vrliere he is tailed St. Uoaart. The group of the iiiiitc- 
iog qneen, and the king sustaining her in his arms, is 
particnlarly gracefiil. Hero Ihe king is named Clovis, 
and the bishop who baptizes St. Leonard is St. Remy. 
In other respects the k^nd, as I have giveu it above, 
is closely followed.^ 
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be eonecCioD of Lord Aslibonan. 



I Paris, Bibliuhiqae Impiriili. 
T fit Leon&rd, pflrh&pfl tnr thB 1 
beeu mitch hopareil in England. ] 
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Tm« roiKiwneil laint ii one of those whose celebrit; 
bean t» proporliim whMevei to his real itnportnDce. 
I Gholl pro liii legrnd in a fuir words. Ha was an 
AUioiiiui of mj»i blood, and appcen in hate been a 
Mint liv nalure ; for one daj on going into the church, 
ho fbnnil a poor eii-k man cKlendcd upon tha paTO- 
ment ; St. Gilrt thereupon took off Ijis mantle and 
(pread it over lum, when the man wita iiuniciliatelj 
healed. Thia and other miraclca having attracted the 
Toncralion of the people, St. Gilca fled ^m his conn- 
aj, and turned hcmiii ; ho wandered from one soUtade 
to another until he came to a retired wilderness, near 
Ibe mouth of the Rhona, aboat twelve milea lu the 
•outh of Ki^nies. Here he dwelt in a cave, bv the aide 
of a dottr spriiig, iiiiog upon tlie lierbe and (rails of the 
forest, aed apon the milk of a liiud, vrliich had tnkon 
up ita abode with him. Now it came to pass that the 
king of France (or. aeeording to another legend, Wom- 
ba, king of the Goths) waa hunting iu the neighbor- 
hood, and the hind, pDraucd bj the dc^ and wounded 
b? an arrow, Red to the otTem of the soiiit, and took 
refuge in bis anna ; the hantcra, following on its track, 
wore mrprised to find a veikerable old man, kneeling ia 
prafcr, and the wounded hind crouching at bis side. 
TheiTupon the king and Ma foltowera, peireiving that 
it was a holj man, prostrated themselTcs before Mm, 
and entreated forgivenesa. 

Tlic saint, reaisting all the attempts of the king to 
withdraw bim (Wim hia solitude, died in his cave, 
ahoat tim yew 541. But the place lieroming BWiolJ' 
fied by the extreme veiMmtion which tlic [leople bore 
to his mcnuHy, there aroae on the apot a magniScent 
monasteiy, and around il a populous city bearing 



ST. GILES. 
his oune and giving tlio wme litli 
Lower Langnedoc, who wei 
GiUea. 

The Abbe; of Ssint-Gilies wa« one of [he greaust 
of the Benedicdno communitiBs, and the abbots vera 
powerful ccmponl lu well aa apiritual lorda. Of the 
tiro splenrlid charcbea which existed here, one has been 
ottetl? destroyed, the oilier remaina one of the most re- 
markable monamoats of the middle agea now cxialing 
in France. Il was built in the eleventh couliirj ; the 
porlieo is couaidered aa the inoat perfect type of the 
Byzantine style on this sidu of the Alps, and the whole 
of the exterior of the church ia deacril^ed as one mass 
of bas-reliefs. In the inlorior, among oilier curiositjea 
of antique Art, must be mentioned an extraordinwy 
winding staircase of stone, the construction of which is 
cooaidered a nuraclo of skill.* 

St. Gilea has been eapeciallj venerated in England 
and Scotland. In HIT, Matilda, wife of Henry I., 
fbandvd bu hospital for lepers outside the city of Lon- 
don, whieh she dedicated to Sc Giles, uid whicli hat 
since ^vea its name to att extensive parish. Tlie 
pariah church of Ediuburgh existed under the invoca- 
tion of St. Gilca, aa early a» 13a9.f And alill, in apite 
of the Boformation, tliia popular aaint U retained tn our 
calendar. Ho was the patron aaint of the woodUod, of 
lepers, beggars, cripples; and of those struck by aome 
sudden misery, and driven into solitude like tiie wounded 
hart or hind. 

• TbU«lairoMo,eBllnJiiitha6onntrf "liViiiloSiinl-GHIui," 

dedlcueil lu SL Gllui. Tbey are frequeallr Dear ttae nuUklrli dI 
a ollr or town ; St Oilea, Ci1pple«ale, St. GIIti-ln-llie.FI<iiaB, SI. 
Qilsa, CunbenrcU, were ill on U» oatlida ot LquIod u it sk- 
illed when tbew Dbnnlws nre ftcotcd, and there (re other 
imupLea (t Oilonl, Cambildge, Ju. (See Fuker'i AagUcu 
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He i'« gcncnJlj represented as an sged man in tha 
drc» of B Benedklliic moDk, a long black tunic -witb 
loose sleeves ; and a hind pierced by an utov is eillier 
in his srma or at his feet, 

"Aoe HjBde Kt DP betide SwimOtlU." 

Sometimes tlw »rro» ia in his own bosom, and the 
hind is fawning on him.' Sometime iho hatiic a 
white in pictures which dale aubsoiuealiy lo the penod 
when the Abbey of St. Giles becsine the property of 
the Reformed Beaedictines, who had adopted the white 

RcpreecnIaCions of St. Giles are aaldom m«t with in 
Italy, hot vi'ty frequently in early French and German 
An.t 

Tho story of St. Procopibb is yery like that of St. 
Oiln, He was a Bohomian king, who resigned his 
crown, aud, retiring to a solitude, became a hermit. 
He lived unknown tor manj years, till a certain Princs 
UlHch |)urSning a bind through the forest, the creature 
look reflige in the armB of Bi. Proeoiiiiis, and thus ho 
was diDcovereil. St. Procopius and the other Bohemian 
Bunis liecame popnlar as subjects of Art when the Em- 
peror Rodolph n. distingnished himself as a patron of 
the fine arts, and drew many painleni from Italy to 
Prague. To this period may bo referred the oiehing 
by ti. Carncci, and which has sometimes, from the simi- 
larity of the attribute, been called St. Giles. 

• In our Kiiti<]iiiiail1ery,Ha. ZU), Ihoe ii a flKa» oF St. auci, 
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The popnlftriij of St. Genavifevo, as a subject of at^ 
tistii; represeitt&tioa, is olmoiit wholly confiacd lo Parii 
and the French seliool of Art. I have met with ouly 
two itutanfea of the treattneut of her Blory by Italian, 
painters ; yet smoiig the female cathusiaslii of the mid- 
dle agea she il odd of the most important and the most 
intcnatiog. 

She was a peasant girl, bom at Nantorre, a, little Til- 
lage two leagues atid a hitlT from Paris, it; the year 421, 
aad in her childhood woa eioployoil by a. neighboriog 
ianaer 10 keep his ahesp. When she was about seven 
years old, St. Gennain, bishop of Anxerra, puling 
through Paris uu his way lo England, spent oao night 
at Nantcrre; the inhabitants crowded aroand him to 
obtain his beoadictiaa ; and among them came the 
paranta of l<i pucdette GeHeviiee, ahead; diatirigaished 
in the village by her graceful (uety and homility. St. 
Qetmaia had no sooner cast his eyes upon her, ihau be 
became aware, through divine iospiratiou, of her pre- 
deitinod glory. 'Ha called bcr to him, questioned her, 
and when she expressed, with childish fervor, a atrong 
desiro to become the handmaiil of Christ, he hung round 
her nock a small copper coin marked with the sign of 
the cross, and consecrated bor to the service of God. 
Thenceforth did Genevieve regard herself as separated 
from the world and dedicated to Heaven. 

Even wliile yet a child many wondrous things are 
lolatod of her. On a certain occasion, her mother, be- 
ing transported by anger (though otherwise a gtmd 
woman) , gave her pious daughter a box on the cor ; 
but in the same moment ahe was struck blind : and 
to she remiuned deprived of the sun's light for twenty- 
one months, nntil restored by the prayers of St. Gene- 
T*%Te, who, having dnwn waiet Irom the well and 
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mode o»«r il the afca at the cross, bathiKl hi-r moilier"* 
eyra nitli it, and bHb saw ckarlj m befure. Ami Gotie- 
vi^To nt the a^c of SnEen reaewed her vow of perpetual 
chutit^ ; rcnuiimng. liowever, Mill lubjcct to her par- 
ents, till both were dead. She tlien iietook herself to 
the cit;^ of Paris, where she dwelt ivith an aged ktiu- 
woroan ; and where her extfBordinarj gifts of piety and 
hatnilil^, and. above all, her devoted and artive bener- 
oleniv, rendered lier an object of popular veneralion. 
A( the enme time ihtsre wore not wHnting thuM who 
ttmled livr as a hypM'rite and a viuoaary, and much 
did the liolj maideo »allbr Irom the slanders and con- 
tnmelies of the ovil-disposcd. She had lo nmlerga not 
nrerelv tho persccntiena of men, hat of demons : often, 
duiinj: her nightly vigiU, the tapers lighted for the gor- 
vice of God were maliciously bloiro ont hy the enemy 
of mankind; hat Genevieve, not dismayed, rekindled 
tlium by her fuith and her prayera. God never left her 
in darkneia when she prayed for lij-ht. When beset 
by the fiend she held np one of the tapers thus miracu- 
lously rekiudled, and ho ficd. On anotlier occaaioa, 
when she went with a company of pious women to pray 
at the shrine of St. Denis, on the road a storm arose 
whluh blow oal their fapere; bnt Geneviire holding- 
hers aloft, it was immedialtly rekindled by her prsyets, 
or. aa some aver, by an angel who descended expressly 
from heaven for that purpose. 

Afier hring for many years inaltrealed and con- 
demned hy one pany of her fcllow-cilirens, as mnch as 
she was revered and trusted hy the other. Heaven was 
ploHsed lo grant a signal and public proof of the elHcaey 
of her piety, and to silence forever the voice of the en- 
vious and unbelieving. 

A certain barbarian king, called in the sloty Attihi, 
king of the Huns, threatened lo lay siege lo (he city of 
Paris. The inhabitants prepared to fly. but Genevifeve, 
leaving her sotitnde. addrosaed the muliiiade, and en- 
Mtated them nut to KirtiUtfl their homes, nor aJlow them 
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to be proranod by a ferorioiiB pagan, asstiriDg them thai 
Hnaren would ioterrcre far their dclivomnco. The 
people, beiDg overcome I17 her eotbiuiaiitLC cioqoence, 
heaitoted ; and while they remaincil irresolute, the neira 
was brought that the liorbaTians, without any Tigihls 
reasou, had changed the order of thoir march, and had 
withdraivn from the Ttciuit; of the eapital. The peo* 
pie fell pfoatrute ai hor feet ; and from this time she 
became, in a manner, the mother of the whole citj. In 
all roalndieB aod aiSii^tiDng her prayera were required ; 
and many miracles of healing and eaoHilatioD prored 
file effii.'acy of her interfusion. 

When Childeric invested Paris, the people suffl^red 
greatly from sickncsB and famine. Gcnevibre was not 
only indafatigabie ia lier henevolent ministry, hut ahe 
also, laying aside the habit of the religious recluse, took 
the command of the hoala which wore scut np tbo 
Seine to Troycs for anecor, stilled by her prayera a 
furioaa tempest whieh ihroiKined to overwhelm them, 
and brought them baek safely, laden wltli provisions. 
When the city was lakon hy Childeric, he treatetl Ocne- 
Tiire with extreme respect : his son Clovis, eren be- 
fore his conroraion to Christianity, regarded her with 
great veneration; and it is related that ho frequently 
liberated prisoners and pardoned malefiLctors through 
her intercession. Moreover, it was tlirough the inSu- 
CDce of St. Genevi&ve over tlie mind of this prince aad 
hb wife CtoliUo that Paganism was banishad ftora 
^uis, and tliat the first ClirLBtian church was erected 
on the summit of that eminence which has since been 
consecrated to St. Gcnevi^re and known by lier name. 
She died at the age of eighty-nine, and was huried by 
the side of King Clovis and Queen Clotildo. 

In the year 550, &t. Eloy oxeculod a magnilicent 
■brine, in which her remains were enclosed. This 
ihrino, doubly Inlcrealing and cnrioua, if not sacred, 
was during ^e Hevolution broken up, and the relics of 
the patroness and preserver of Paris burned publicly in 
in Place de Griait. 
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Among the miracles impnled to St. Geucrifeve, was 
the ces&jitioii of a horrible plague, colled the vutl ardentt 
which desolated Paris in tlie jeiga of Louis le Gro«; 
and on tho spot where stood the hoiue of 8t. Gencvifeve, 
a small ehurch, known as Ste. Gaievieve dft Ardenlt, 
exiBtcd KO late sa 1T47, when it waa pulled down, and 
a Foundling Hospital built on the site. The present 
sttptrb chocch of St. Genevigvo was tho Pantheon of 
the Itcrolution; the painting of the dome, which is in 
the woret posaible taste, represents St. GoneiifevB in 
glory, receiving the homage of Clovis, Charlema^iie, 
Bt. Louia, and Louis XVIII, Ati reale. the classii; cold 
magnificence of the whole structure is ns little in har. 
moDj with the character of the peasant patroness aa 
the church of the MaJJeleinc with that of the Syrian 
penitent and castaway. 

The most ancient effigies of St. Genevi^re aa palmn- 
css of Pan's represent her Tciled, holding in one hand 
a lighted taper, in the other a. breviaij ; beneath l:er 
feet, or at her side, crouches the demon holding a pair 
of bellows. In tliis instance, the ohvions allegory of 
the light of faith or holiness extinguished by the powor 
of sin Bad ickindled by prayer, seems to tiave given 
rise to tlie legend, She is thus rapresonted in h gnice- 
fu] statue under tho porch of St, Germain I'Anxerroia ; 
and iu ^neral wlierevcr she figDrcs among the female 
saints in the decorative architecture of tlie old French 
chnrchea. But all the motH modem representations 
exhibit her as the pioua bayerette ofNanterte, seated or 
standing iu a landacape, with her sheep around licr, 
generally with her distaff and spindle, but sometimes 
with a book, — though it is nowhere asserted that tho 
poor shophertlces possessed the then rare accomplish- 
meut of reading her mother tongue. Sometimes she 
has a basket of prorisious on her arm, and holds a 
loaf of bread, in alluaiou to the niiaealous deliverance 

Such is the conception in tho pictures of Lebrut^ 
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Philippe do Champagne, Bourdon, "Vanloo, Gros. and 
all the Freneli paiatera. In the pitiure of VbuIuo, St. 
GeDsyilre is reading at tlie fbot of a tree ; a few aheep 
and goals are browsing near ; ber spindle and sabots 
are Ipng beside her ; the sir and dress reminding ua 
irresistiblj of a. French griaotio soiaed with a sndden lit 
of piety. A charming little picturo by Walteaii ex- 
hibilH St. GGnpvifivc keeping aheop, and roadine a tqI- 
nnio of the Scriptures which lies open on her knea. 
This picture has all tho painier'H awoet harmonioos col- 
oring and mannered grace ; and St. Genuvit^ve here ro- 
minds na of one of the loomod shepherdesses in Sir 
Philip Sydney's "Arcailia."* 

I«bran, St. Gcnevitve kneels, holding her tapet , 
at her feet,, the keys of Paris, dIstalF, sheej), one! lxH>k ; 
in the distance the city oF Faris, and the barbariaoe dis- 
persed by a Btorm. 

In the church of Si. Elienne du-Jifant is a chapel dedi- 
cated to bar, in which thay preserve a tomb of solid 
stonework said to be the same in which her rumains 
Mere originally deposiled. When I visited this church 
in 1847, I fonnd the tomb snrronnded by wondiippcrs, 
and Black over with at least flfty lighted tapers, the of- 
fbringa of the ptmr ; while votive pictures in honor of 
the saint covered the walla. In the church of St. Gor- 
mua is a chapel dedicated to ber, and painted with 
modem frescos from her life. 1. She receives, us a 
child, the lilosslng of St. Germun. !. She harangues 
the Parisians, and promiBca iham aid from heaven. 

In the church of St. Cicrvais, over the altar of her 
chapel, she is represented as restoring sight to ber 
mother. 

In no picture or alatno that I hnvo Been, is St. Gene- 
vifeve, the patroness of Paris, worthily placed before ua. 
The lieroinB who twice aaved the capital of France by 
her courage and conalancy, if not by her prayers, who 
ought to be placed in companionship with Joan of Arc, 
is ill expressed by the mawkish, feeble, or theatrical ef 
• PsrlB, BU MMsrd. 
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flgicu whirii figan in the Parisuul chordies ; and we 
li«vi) resMin la rcgrvt that the «amc hAnd whiub ^ra 
HI Joan of Arc, at llie womnn and the warrior, did not 
IcBve lu also a St. Geticvi^vo commiiiiditig the Etorm 
Id nviee. or pleading the cause of bomaoilj' against the 
barbarian Clovia. 



The legond of St. GotiByifevo (or G«nom;va) of Bra- 
baul, iniul not bo coiifouudcd with that of St. Geno- 
vi£vo cf Paris. St. Gcnevie™ of Brabant was the wife 
of a certain Count Siegfried, wlio, misled by the ropre- 
sentationt of hii trcaclierous Howard, a eort of lago, 
ordered hia innocent wife Co be put to death. The as- 
sassins apared her, and 00I7 oxpo»ed her in the forest, 
where she brought forth a child, which whs tended and 
nursed by a white doo. After some jears liod passed in 
the uiTage wilderness, lier tiuabond while hunting came 
npon her retreat ; the coDicieoce-striclcen steward is>ii- 
feueil hor innocence and his own mikteedB ; wits duty 
put to death, and GenevJfevo restored 10 faappinefs. This 
romantic legend, whieh has afforded aa inexhaustibta 
Buliject for poetry, painting, and the drama, hardly be- 
longs to the domain of rcUgioas art; but there are 
beautiful pictures from her history by Riepealiaaseii, 
Filhrich, and others of the modern German school. A 
well-known print by Albert Diircr, sometimes entitled 



Another famona rustic saint is St. IsiDons the 
ploughman (in Spanish, San laidro el Labrador ; and 
in Italian, Sont' Isidoro Agricolal, the patron of the 
city of Madrid, and of thoae who cultivate the Eoil. 
Aocording to the Spaoisii legend, ho was the 



* Bk tin iloiT or " Tlio FeBHOoe at St. Jotin Chrramtoin.'' 
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pour husbundtiUin, and could neither read n 
He hired himself as laborer to a rii^h fitrtner, i 
naoie via^ Juan do Vargas. His master was a hard 
man, and he grudged his poor servanl; 
■pent in his prayers and in woriis of charity, 
certain day, Juun went iato the Held ialondiiig to rq>- 
rimand his laborer for loss of time and neglect of Ma 
work. Being come to the field, he beheld mth great 
amazomcQt Isidro kneeling at hia devotions, while two 
«ngels wen! engaged guiding his plough. Thereupon, 
being struck with iiwe and shame, ho turned Mock to his 
honse, and thenceforth dualt lees hordlj' >vith his pions 

Also it is related, thnt, hia master being; on a certain 
day othirsl in his (iolil, Isidro, Inking up the goad 
wherewith lie guided hitt oxen, struck the hard rock, 
and immediately thcro gashed forth a fnuntiun of the 
purest walcr. And when hia litllc son full into a well, 
laidro, by his prayers, miraculousl/ restored him to 
Ufe. 

St. laidTQ is still revercnred by the peasantry round 
Madrid, where his festival {May 15th) is kept with great 
devotion and hilarity. He is represented only in the 
Spanisli pictures, wunring the dress of a laborer, and 
Kimetimea with a spade in his hand : an angel plough- 
ing in the background is bis proper attribute. 



A saint who is often confounded with St. GeneriSra 
of Paris is St. GnnuLA, patroness of the city of Brus- 
sels. Site viaa n virgin of noble lineage, her lather. 
Count Wittiger, and her mother, St. Amalaberga, who 
wai a niece of Pepin d'Uerislal, eonsecralcd her early 
to tlw service of Christ, sod she was edumlcd hy her 
godmother, St. Gertrude of Nivelle.* Kothing por- 
ticohir is recorded of St. Gudula beyond the singular 

• Sni " IiegEDds of the MiwiaUc Orden." 
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holiness of her life and the nsnal miiades, — except tiib 
legend of her miracaloos lantern. She was accustomed 
to rise in the middle of the night, in order to perform 
her devotions in the church of Morselle, at a great dis- 
tance. She guided her steps with a lantern, which 
Satan, in his envy of so much piety and virtue, fre- 
quently extinguished, hoping thereby to lead her astray; 
but whenever he blew out the light, the prayer of the 
saint rekindled it. 

In the devotional figures, St Gudula bears a lantern, 
and near it hovers a malicious demon, who is trying to 
blow it out There is a beautiful votive picture of this 
saint by Jan Schorcel,* in which she is thus repre- 
sented, and there are various effigies of her in the 
splendid Cathedral of Brussels, which bears her name. 
Where she carries a lamp or lantern she may be mis- 
taken for St Lucia.t Her death is placed about 712. 

* Munich Gal. 

t The picture by Previtale in the Berlin OaL, called St Oudolai 
if, I think, a St. Lucia. 
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jCinE legendary htstoriaB coramemonitB many 
haadrcd miliEarjr sainta and miirtjrG, of 
whom Iho fur grefttcr number aro obhcure, 
_[| known odIj by nama, or of merely local in- 
it about tneatj might be gelocled, bs illoslrioae 
and popalnr Ibranghoul CbristoDdom, and representing 
in Art the combined naiKlity and chivalry of the mid- 
dle ages. Thoy form a most inicresiing and piclDreeqae 
grcap of Baints, not only throngh lljo fine eflect pro- 
duced by their compact martial flgurea, incid armor, 
and glittering weapons, vhcn aBsocintcd vrith the pocilic 
eeclesionical taiau ond molaiicholy monks ; but from 
the charming and often pnthctic contrast which the 
&ney sn^ests, between the prowess of the warrior and 
the humility of the Christian. 

Aa an interesting example of the manner in which 
the military and tlio eccleBiaalical eaints were not nn- 
ftaqaootly combined, as representing Iho Chnrth Mili- 
tant and the Chnnh Spiritual, wo may obserro the 
two pictures (evidently jrart of one altar-pie<?e] recenll/ 
placed incur National Gallety (Nos. 2M and 255). In 
the first St. George, with the red cross on his shield, 
glands between the two Bothers of the Church, i 
Gregory and SL Anguitiue ; in the second St. MBnric& 
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wlih the tro» on liU brensl. Blondi between ilia Fathera 
St. AnhroM and Si. Jerome.* 

We distin^sh between tbo Greek and the Laiiii 

Id the Bjzantine moBsics and- pictures, we find St. 
Goorgo, St, ThwMiora, St. DemotriuB, and St. Menrn- 
iin& Tlie coelume is aiwaj's Btricll? closelral ; tliey 
wear tlie breastplttte and chlainyB, are anned with Ifae 
abort Hword and lance, are iMreheaded, and in general 
beanllesa. Of St. Gcoige I have apoken at length; in. 
the Greek picturcn he Hfipesra aa the patron of Con- 
»tantino|jle, and Benerallj in companionship with St. 
Demetriaa, the patron of Salaaica (who figures in the 
procession of mait^/rs at Ravenna). Next to Dcme- 
trios we gcneiallf find St. Men'urius ; these two saints 
are peculiar lo Greek Art, and the legeod of Mercnrius 
is oxtremoly wild and striking. Julian the Apoalale, 
who Qgnres in these sacred romances not merclj as a 
tyrant and pereecaior, bul as s terribia aud polent neo- 
roioancer who had sold himself to the Devil, had put 
his officer Mercurius to death, bcmnse of his silh^ioB 
to the Chrietinn faith. The storj then relates that when 
Julian led hia ana;f against the Persians, and on the 
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eve of the tmitlo in wliich he perwhed, St. Basil tha 
Great was favored by a miraculoiu vision. Oe beheld 
a woman of Tcaploodeat benut; seated on a throno, 
knd Broand her a great mollitodc of angcla ; and she 
comiDanited aao of them, eajing, ■■ Go fartliwilh, and 
awaken Mercurias, who sLeepeih in the acpulEhre, that 
he maj slay Julian the ApoMato, that prood blasphemer 
agaiuat me and against raj Son I" And when Basil 
awoke, he went to lite tomb in which Mcrcuriiw hod 
been laid not long before, with his oi-mar and weapon* 
by his side, and, 10 hia great aslonUhment, he found 
neither the body nor the weapona. But on roturniog 
to the plare The oeict day, and again looking into llie 
tomb, he found tliero the body of Men'uriua lying M 
before; but tlie lanee was stained with blood; "far 
on the day of battle, when the wicked emperor was 
at the head of his army, an noknown warrior, bare- 
headed, and of a pale and ghastly counlenance, wu 
seon mounted on a white cliarger, which lie spurred 
fijrward, and, brandishing hla laneo, ho pierced Julian 
through the body, snd then TuiiBhed u saddeoly u he 
had appeared.* And Juliaa being earned to his tent, 
he took B handful of the blood which flowed Irom his 
wound, and flung it into tlie air, oxduiming with his 
last breath, ' Thou hast eonqnereil, Galilean I tbon liast 
conquered I' Then the demons received his parting 
spirit. But Mercnrins, having petfonned ihe behest 
of the blessed Virgin, re«ntered bis tomb, and laid 
himself down to sleep till the Day of Judgment." 

1 found tliis romantic and pictniBEqac legend among 
the Greek miniatures already eo often alluded lo,t whero 
the roaurrcciion of the martyr, his apparition on the field 
of battle, and the death of Julian, who is falling from 
his horse, are represented with great apirit-t 
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St. TnEoconic held a liigh rant in the annies of 
the Emperor Lk'inius ; being codtctIdiI to Cliriatiujjt^v, 
in liis H!8l he Bet fire lo the itinple of Cjbelc. and v™» 
behcAied or burned oliTe (Nov. 9, A. n. 300). His 
higcnd vm carl^ brought from the East bj the Vcno- 
tiuis. und lie wai the patron aunt of Venice before he 
wu Bn]wra*ded by Sl Mark. Ho is raprcsented in 
nrmor, nilh a drsgoD nnder bis feet ; which dragon, 
in the riimoua old Hlatnc on the colamo in frunt of Iho 
PiruuECItn at Venice, is disiinctly a sort of cromdile, 
•nd rerj like (lie Lu^ foEsil reptileB in thn British 
Maseoni. 

In a Tcty cnrious old Greek picture of the foorlecnlh 
ccnttuy, two Bt. Tbeodorra are secti on horwibiick, 
armed with 1an<K«, with glories round llieir heads, and 
careering at full speed,* By the description we find 
that one repregonu St. Theodore of Hcraclea, and the 
other St. Theodore Tyro or the younger ; the laner is, 
I believe, the patron of Venice, and the suno whom 
we find in the csrlj Venetian pictures, yonng and 
besntiful, with loni;, dark liair, armed, not as a Ro- 
man Mldicr, bnt ns a diriatien knight, bearing his 
Bword and palm, and generally in componionship with 
St. Gcort'c.t 

I found his whole story on one of the magnificent 
windows at Chartrca, where he ia ruprcuintcd firing the 
temple of Cyl>ete. 

To which of thcsa two St. Theodores ia doilicated 
the very ancient church of San Ti'odoro at Itomc, I 
am unable to decide ; the figure of the ssiut is there 
represented in mosaic over the allar, in company with 
81. Peter and St. Paul. 

Tiie six colossal warrior saints, who stand in (be 
Cathedral of Monreale {Palarmi) over the arch which 

• D'Aglnconrt, pi. M. 

t HnBila, BBcrlsl; ot Bt. Mvk'i. In (lie CrjsUJ PbIws at 
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sepnratel tho choir friiin tlift nave, as if guarding tho 
BanFtoarj, arc [he four Gri^h soldiers, St, Gcor^, St. 
DemeCriaB, St. Mercurius. nnd Si. Theodore ; and the 
o Roman warriors, St. John and Si. Fanl. 

Among; tha saints who were imported (rnm the Le- 
vant by Venice in her palmy diija, wc find St. Menka, 
a Greek warrior, who was martyred in Plirvgia, hy 
order of Galenas Maximiaa (No». II, A. D. 301). I 
have met with hat one clSg:y of this saint; — a noble 
figure by Paul Voroneac, BtnniJing in a niche, in com- 
plete armor, bareheaded, and leaning on bis sword. 



In Western Art, the warrior sajnts, who hare been 
accepted by the I>a(iil Church, are (omctirocs repre- 
senlud in the classical military costumo ; more fre- 
quently in tho mail ehirt or plate annor of the fiftceotlt 
century, with the spurs, the lance, tho banuer, and otlier 
accouCtemcnU of a Chriitian knight. But sometimea 
also ihoy wear the i«urt dress of a cavalier of the fif- 
teenth century, or of the time the picture wan painted : 
a vest or short tuaic, furred or cmbniiden^d ; hose of 
some viriil color, crimson or violet ; a mantle, and a 
cap uid fbather ; tho award eiilicr girded on, or huld in 
the hand, as in tho figure of St. Sebastian, and that 
of St. Procnlng.» 

St. Geoi^i that universal typo of Christian chivaliy, 
stands at the head of the lAtin aa well as of the Greek 
warriors. Ni;xt to iiim, in Italian An, the Roman St 
Sebastian takoa the place of the Greek St. Dcmctrins. 
Bnt in French and German Art, the warrior, who is 
nsually found ai a pendant to St. George, ia St. Mau- 
rice. In the Coronation of the Virgin, in Prince Wal- 
leiBteia's col!GclJon,t one of the moat iatcreatin); and 

■ On OH o( tbs old iriaduwi oT Uw CKtheAnl bI Cola^ac m 

OeurgE, St, Miurlce, BL Alnaa, sod Bt. Qemn. 
I Km at Keiii<ii|loD P>lus. 
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Importmnt pictures erer brought to England, ^Ye great 
warrior saints of the West are gronped together in the 
lower part of the composition ; they are all in armor, 
with embroidered tonics, and all crowned with laurel, 
** meed of mighty conquerors " ; and these were mighty 
conquerors in the spiritual as well as the earthly sensa 
8t George, conspicuous in front, wears a white tonic, 
with the red cross on the clasp of his baldrick ; St. Mao- 
rice has the large cross of the Order of Savoy embroid. 
ercd in front of his crimson vest ; St. Adrian wears 
a bUck velvet tunic over his chain armor, and a collar 
composed of tlie letters Sl.S.i&.S.gl.'X.Sl.d worked 
in gold. The saint with the nine balls on the sleeve 
of his dress, I suppose to be St. Quirinus ; the fifth 
saint, not otherwise distinguished than by his armor 
and his laurel wreath, I suppose to be either the Italian 
St. Sebastian, or the German St. Florian, probably the 
latter. Like all the other figures in this wonderfol pic- 
ture, each head is finished like the most exquisite min- 
iature, and has the look of a portrait from nature. 



St. Maubice. 

Lot. Sanctns Mauritius. Ital. San Manrizio. Patron saint of foot, 
soldiers *, patron of Savoy *, one of the patrons of Austria, and 
of the city of Mantua. Sept. 22, a. d. 286. 

The legend of St. Maurice and the Theban legion is 
of great antiquity, and has been so universally received 
as authentic, as to assume almost the importance and 
credibility of an historical fact : as early as the fourth 
century the veneration paid to the Theban martyrs had 
extended through Switzerland, France, Germany, and 
the North of Italy. The story is thus related. 

Among the legions which composed the Roman army, 
in the time of Diocletian and Maximin, was one styled 
the " Theban Legion," because levied originally in the 
Thebaid. The number of soldiers composing this corps 
was 6,666, and all were Christians, as remarkable for 
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their valor ami diapiplino tt for their pinty and fidelity. 
This legion liiul oliuiined iho title of Friix ; it was ooin- 
mnndod by on exi:ellBnt ChriatittQ officer, a. miui of illaa- 
trioua birth, whose oame wa£ Maurice, or MaurilioB. 

About the year aS6, Maniinin SDmmnncd the Thebon 
legion from the East to reinforce the army with whitlt 
ha was abont to march inlo Ganl. The passat'o of the 
Alpa being e^ctod, some companies of the Theban 
legion were deapolched 10 the Rhiiio ; (ho real of the 
army halted on the banka bf the Lake of Geneva, whero 
Mjtximia orrlOTCd a gniat sacrifice to the gods, accom- 
panied by the games and ceremonies usual on such 
occasioni. Bdi Maorico and bis Christian soldiers 
withdrew from these idolatrous rites, and, retiring to a 
distance of abont thtoe leagues, they pitched their camp 
at a place catlod Aganum [now Saint-Maurice). Max- 
imin insisted on obndicnco to his commands, at tlie 
satne time making it known that the service for which 
he icqoired their aid was to extirpate the Christians, 
whose destruction he had sworn. 

The Theban legion with one toIco relhscd either to 
join in the idolatrous lacrilico or to be led a^nat 
their fellow-Cbristiana ; and the emperor ordered the 
soldiers to be decimated. Those upon whom the lot 
fell, r^iced as though chej' hud been elected to a gnuit 
honor ; and their companions, who seemed less 10 (ear 
than to emolotc their fate, repeated thdr protest, and 
were a. second time decimated. Their officers encour- 
aged them to perish rather thnn yield ; and when sum- 
moned for the diird time, Maurice, in the name of his 
Boldierd, a third time refused compliance. " O Cnsor ! " 
(it was thus he addressed the emperor.) " we ore thy 
soldiers, but wa oru also the soldiers of Jesus Christ. 
From thee we receive our pay, but fh>m Him we hnvo 
received eternal lifb. To thee we owe service, to Him 
obedience. We are ready to follow thee against the 
Barbarians, but wa ore also ready to sufit:r death, rather 
than renounce our toith.or fight against our brelhreil." 
Thus be spoke, with the mild cvunigo beuoming the 
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Christinn twrior; lint the crnel tyrant, nnmovod by 
siii'li gi'nenxiH Lvniiiini, ordered that the nut of iho 
tnaj sliDuld hciD round tlic di^votod legiun, tuid that & 
gcnenJ miusiwre shoalil take place, leaving not one 
■lire ; and ho wu obeyed ; if he expected resistance, 
he Hiflnd it not, nBilber in tlie victims nor the execa- 
tioncrs. The Christian Kildiers flung sway ifaeir anoa, 
■nil. in ctDulotiun oS thoir Divine Mtuier, resigned 
th(iiuo]vi!« Hi " ebeep to tbe Bliuighler." Some were 
trampled down bj tlio cSTOlrj ; some hung on trees 
and BiKit with arrowa ; some were killed with tbe 
8word ; Hnurice snd olhera of the offltcra knelt down, 
and in this attitude their heads wore straek off: thus 
thej edi pcriibcd. 

Other eompanies of the Thebon legion, under ifae 
command of Gereon, ^ea(^hed the city of Cologne on 
thi; Rhine, where the prefcet Varus, by otder of the 
emperor, required them either lo forsake their laJIb. or 
vaSet death ; Oreon, with Sfly (or, as others toll, 
tlireu huniircd and eighteen) of his companions, were 
BMordingly put to death in one Any, and tbuir bodits 
were thrown into a pit. Aod, besides these, many 
other soldiers of the Thchan legion suilfered martjrdom 
for the Boke of ChriBt, bo that their names fonn a long 
list. St. Maurice and St. Gor«ni are the mobt hon- 
ored in Germany. Piedmont, Savoy, and ihu neigh- 
borhood uf Cologne abound in sums of the Tbcban 
legion.* 

St. Maurice is uaaolly represented incomplete armor; 
he liuara the palm in one band, and a standard in the 
other. In Italian works of Art, he is habited as a 
Roman soldier, and beam the largo red cross, the luidge 
of tbe Sardinian Order of St. Maurice, on his breast. 
In old Genoon pictures be is often represented as & 
Moor, oilber in allusion lo his name or his African 
origin.t 
' Thensn flra chorobQ in EngTuid dedicated Id lunur oT St 
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In San-Maorizio at Milirn, arcr the altVr, wg have 
□n the left Sc, Maurice, kneeling, and. beheaded, und 
his compimiuni) standiag ronnil ; on llie rit;li(, 5t 
Mauri<»; standing on a pcdesuU, while Si, Sigiiinu>ad 
presenw to him the model of tbaebumh; — doe bvaeoa 
by Lmni. 

Iq a small fuU-IeDgth figure by Ilemskirk, he wears 
KBuiiof black armor, witli a crimson mantle, and Ikots 
on his sliield and banner the Austrian ea{-lo: he U 
here one of Che paCrons of Anatria. He stands on tlia 
left of the Madonna in Manlcgna's famous Mudonna 
loUa Yittoria in ibo Louvre. Ho is here one of tbo 
patrons of Mrnitna. 

Other aaJnts of tbeTheban legion, venerated through 
the North of Italy, are St. Secundna (Aati), St. Alex- 
ander* (Bergamo), St. Theonestus (Vercolli), St. An- 



a (Piaci 
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In the account-book of Guercino, published by Calvi 
and Malvaaia, we Und an entry of lour hnndred dneats 
/eceived Ibr a picture, ordered by Madame lioyale of 
Savoy, "Of the Virgin in gloiy ; (tnd below, three Wm- 
rior Saints, wearing on their breast the cross of the 
Order of St. Maurice, who ware SS. Aventore, Audi- 
tore, and Ottavio," three of the companiona of St. 
Munricc, mentioned in the Icgend.f 

The Miirlyrdom of the Thehan legion is not a 
coiDmon subject, but there are some remarkable ex- 
amples. In tbe Pitii Palace there is a picture by 
Poocormo, with numerous small figures, exquiallcly 
painted; but the conception is displeasing; a great 
number of the martyrs are crucjiied, and the ligarei 
are undrapcd. Anotber picture of the same sabject, 
by the same painter, in the Florence Gallery, is equal- 
ly unplcaiiing and inappropriato i 
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CbriatiMi fbltlicra on accn ntnmiding wiifa their ad- 
venHriw, wtiirh in mnCrory M tlie apirit Mid die tenor 
of ihe Ii^nil as hiuidiHl duwn to us. In the Maoicb 
OiJIery, ayion two wings of an iiltar-|Hoco by Fccct de 
HnrJB, wa bave, on ona side, St. Mouricc and iai 
compuiLona Tofuiiing to socritice lo idulii ; nnd on the 
other, St. Maoxica bvhetuled, while Lhu Emperor 
Mnximin looks on, mounted on a wliiu horeo : both 
pieces are TC17 curious and exprcsBivc, und, though 
grotesque in the avcessariea, iufinilelj' more tras u 
feeling thiin the dossicid and eUbursl£ pivturM t^ 
Poneormo.* 

St. Gsrboh aIeo wears the armor, and carries the 
standard and tlio pabu ; eometiincs be has the Em- 
porur Mttxiinin under his fool, to express the spiriEual 
triumph uf faith over tyriLnnf. The celebrity a( St. 
Gercon appears to bo confiiicd to that pari of Ger- 
man/ which was tho scene of his tnartyrdom : at 
Cologne there is a church dediiiated to him ; iiiui he is 
AeqDcntly met with in the sculpture and stained glaaa 
of the (dd Germaik cburchea. 



ChrlfCiaoi by Sajvr, i 



dollwlon by the Urga irood.4DfraT[Qg lb clfbt «h»ts] It Is 
ry One as a atotiy \ bhe martyn are tied to Lhe ilPcm of Tut 

ea in all (be<? yiuari, Vila Ut SaafpoBcia) ; and Ehu aamp nib.- 
El I believe lo be reprenpted In tbB tffo pIcCnn'E^ bj ponbunnD, 
\]ed tbc Thtbaa Hanyra. BctinWD ICOOuul 16^ UiiaeitraTk. 
nt liigeud Bppnra to hiTS bmi pi>|iuliu-. 



8T. LONGINCS. 



1. In the fiimoD! olil altnr-picce bj MnsCcr Stcpben 
of Cologne, now la the CathcdrsJ, ho is standing on 
one diiie in a suit of gilt &nnar and u bluo mantle, at- 
tended by his compBnion-mortTra (his pondaat on tiw 
ether sido is St. Urania with Aer companions). 

a. In a fino ohl CmuLfixion by Barcholoraow de 
Bruyn. St. Gereon is standing in annor, with hia bsn- 
nar and shield, and a votary kneeling Lefijce bim (hero 
his pendant is St. Stephen).* 

a. " St, Gereon and hia Companions" ; in ibo Mo- 
rilxkitpclle lit Nurumburg (Iters Ms pendant is St. Mjiu- 
ricB with /us companions). I conu^iuber no Italian 
picture in which St. Gercon ia represented. 

4. In a CruciHxion bj Israel r. Mcckenem, Si. IJr- 
lulfi stands on one tide presenting a group of young 
lOMdens, and St. Gcreon on tlio other. (Ho is called 
in the catalogue St. HippolyCus ; — a mistake. )t 



epben | 



Si, LonaiNTTs. 

Ft. iaial Longin, Sain 



■■\. ii, 1. 



oDglfl. Patron 



8t. LosGiHua is the name given in the li^nda to 
tbe centurion who pierced the side of our Saviour, 
and who, un seeing the wonders and omens which ac- 
coutpanied liis death, exclaimed, " Truly this man was 
the Son of Gadl"i Thus he bcfame involuntarily 
tbe first of the Grentiles who acknowledged the divine 
miseiun of Christ. It is related that, shortly after he 
hod uttered tliese words, he placed his hoods, signed 
with the hluud of onr Lord, before his eyes; and im- 
mediately a great Imperfection and weakness in his 
sight (i. e. spiritual blindness) which hud afflicted lum 
lor many years, was healed ; and he turned away le- 

• HoBlch Oil. 
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[wntanl, anil wa^l the Aptutles, \tf whom Im wbs 
ba|itiicd onii nwcived inio dio ChuKh of Chrisl. Af- 
terwards Imi rotirvd to C«eareB, anil dwelt there /br 
twiDtjr-eight »cim, uonvaning numben to (he Chris- 
tian taitli ; bat at the cad of that lime he was scixed 
by ordoT of the gorcnuir, and ordered to sacrifice to 
the fiJso gods. Longinus not cmly refused, but being 
impatient to receive the crown of martyrdom, he as- 
sured ilia governor, who was blind, that bit would 
rvoover his siglit only after putting hiui to dcotli. Ae- 
cuniint-ly, the governor commaniicd that he should be 
beheaded, and ioiiaedialcl}' his sight was restored ; and 
he alto beeamo a Christian; but Longinus waa re- 
ceived into eternal glory, being ■■ the first-fruitB of the 
Geatiics." 

This wild It^end, whieh is of great antiquity, was 
early repudiated by tlie Churrh ; it remained, however, 
popular among tlie people ; and it is necessary to keep 
it in miud, in onler to understimd the signitietuiee given 
to the (igura of the eentuiion in most of the andent 
picturoe of the Crociiixion. Someiimes he is gazing 
up at the Saviour with an expiession of odaration ; 
somedmca liis hands are clasped iu devotion ; sometimes 
he is seen wringing his hands as one iu an agony of 
grief and repentance ; and I have seen an old carriDg 
in which he covers his eyes wiih his hands, in ailusion 
to the legend. In the Crucifiiiion by Michele da Ye- 
rona, he is on horaeback, and looks up, his huids 
clasped, and holding his cap, which he has rorereotlj 
removed.* 

In the Crucifixion by Bimonc Memmi, in the chapel 
(£i' Spagniiali at Florence, longinus is conspicuous in a 
rich suit of bUck and gold armor, looking up with fer- 
vent devotion. 

When introduced into pictures or seulpturo, either as 
a, single flgnro, or gronpod with other saints, St. Lou- 
gmus wears the habit of a, Uoman soldier, and carries 
a iuuce or spear in bis luind. He is thus represented 



ST. VICTOR. 

In tbo colossal murblo statno which atanda rmder tba 
dome of St. Peter's at Roma. The reiuon of his being 
pUceil Ilicrc, ia the tradition, that the apeor nbecewith 
bo pierced the side of oar Saviour is prcaerved to thia 
Aay umaaK the treasures of the CJiurch. 

Some rcli<:s, said to be those of St. Lonj^inus, were 
brou'rht to Mantoa in tha eleventh century, nnd he bos 
siuoe heen revennced aa one of the patron Boiuts of 
that cil;. 

For the chapel dedicated to him in the chnrch of 
SanC* Andrea, nt Muntim, Glulio Romano paiuced a br 
mous Nntidty, in which the saint a standing on ano 
Bide, holdiajr a pix or reliquarj, coiit&iuing a portioii 
of the blood of oar Saviour, which, according to the 
tradition, had been prenrved hj St. Lon^aus, and 
brought to Mnntua from the Holy Land. This picture, 
onw in possession of oar Charles I., id now in the 
Louvre. For the altar-pieco of the sanio chapel, An- 
drea Manlegaa painted the Saviour >s risen fropi the 
tomb, with St. Andrew on one side and St. I/jnginoi 
on iha other. In the Madonna della Vitiorin, painted 

hy Mantcgna for FodorigO Gonsago, St. Longjuus 
Btands behind, on the left of tlie Virgin, in a Boman 
hornet, and distinguiBhed b; hia tail lance.* 



o SC YictoTS who figor 



n the Icntt grvaX persecncion, neither 
bc9 could induce him lu forsake his 
id^l ut' t)m turmentl lu wliitili ho was 
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mndenined, ■ im&ll altJiTwaa birmghtto him, on whicJi 
ia nftcr inrenso to Jupiter, and thuii save himself ti<inn 
death ; bni in ihr fervor of his wal he overthrew it 
with hi« but, and liroke theidol, Hewns then crushed 
with a luillatone, and finallj licheadt-d with three of 
hU eompnnioni>, whom he hed converted. Ac the 
mMnent of hi» deolh. an^Is were heari Elngjn; in 
chomii, " Vidsti, Victor Beatc, Viciati 1 " 

Tlia reverence paid to Ibia Bsint ie principally con- 
fined to France. He ia generallj' represented in die 
dnu« of a Roman TCldicr, with n millstone ncir him. 
I liave H'en him on one of the windows of Stnislxirg 
Cftlholral in ■ fUil suit of chain armur, with sbiehl 
and itpura, like a knight of romance. 

8t. VtCTOs or Milan was also a Roman soldier, 
and EntTcrcd in the same perMcntion. He was a oatiTe 
of Mauritania, but quartered at that time in the city 
of Milan. He vaa denounced as a Christian, and, 
aftar gulTering seyBre lonnents, ha whs beheaded Iqr 

order of (he Emperor Maximian. (May 8.) 

Thi« attint is greatly honored throughout I<orabanly, 
and is the fiivorita military laiut in the North of Italy. 
Be is often introduced into the pictures of the Mijitn 
and Bresclsii schools ; and is sometimes representi^ as 
a Moor (" A'un Yitlorer-il-Mom "), wearing the hiiUt of 
a Homaa soldier. In hit chnreh at Milan {which, at 
the time I nsiKd it, woa crowded with soldiers) tliero 
is a fine pictoro on the left of Lie hi^ altar, bj Enea 
Salmoggia, representing St Victor as vidonoas {'in allu- 
sion to his name), mounted on a white hoixo, which ia 
hounding fbrward. In hia church at Crcmuua, them 
la a aplendid Madonna picture, b; Andrea Campi, in 
which St. Victor ia the principal saint, standing tkto- 
riota, with his foot on a broken altar. According to 
some authorities, this St. Victor was thrown into it 
flaming oven ; and ia therefore represented with tn 
Dvon near him, from which the flames are itsainf; ; ha% 
1 have never yet met with on instance of this attribute 



J 
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St. Eustace. 

Lot. Sanctas Eustatins. Ital. Sant* Eostachio. Fr, St Eostadie. 

Sept. 20, A. D. 118. 

** St. Eustacb was a Boman soldier, and captaiii 
of the guards to the Emperor Trajan. His name be- 
fore his conversion was Placidus, and he had a beau- 
tiful wife and two sons, and lived with great magnift- 
cence, practising all the heathen virtues, particularly 
those of loyalty to his sovereign and charity to the 
poor. He was also a great lover of the chase, spend- 
ing much of his time in that noble diversion. 

" One day, while hunting in the forest, he saw be- 
fore him a white stag, of marvellous beauty, and he 
pursued it eagerly, and the stag fled before him, and 
ascended a high rock. Then Placidus, looking up, 
beheld, between the horns of the stag, a cross of radiant 
light, and on it the image of the crucified Redeemer ; 
and being astonished and dazzled by this vision, he fell 
on his knees, and a voice which seemed to come from 
the crucifix cried to him, and said, * Placidus ! why 
dost thou pursue me ? I am Christ, whom thou hast 
hitherto served without knowing me. Dost thou now 
believe ? ' And Placidus fell with his face to the earth, 
and said, ' Lord, I believe ! ' And the voice answered, 
saying, * Thou shalt suffer many tribulations for my 
sake, and shalt be tried by many temptations ; but be 
strong and of good courage, and I will not forsake 
thee.' To which Placidus replied, * Lord, I am con- 
tent. Do thou give me patience to suffer ! ' And 
when he looked up again the wondrous vision had de- 
parted. Then he arose and returned to his house, and 
the next day he and his wife and his two sons were 
baptized, and he took the name of Eustace. But it 
happened as it was foretold to him ; for all his posses- 
sions were spoiled by robbers, and pirates took away 
his beautiful and loving wife ; and being reduced to 

TOL. n. 27 
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[•[iicnjr, anil in deep affliction, he wondered forth with 
Ilia [WO children, and, coming to a river swollen with 
luirenU, he considered bow lie might cross it. He 
took one of Us children in his arms, and awani acrou, 
and baring lalelf laid tbo child on the opposite lianb, 
he returned br the other ; but, just ne he hnd reached 
tha Tiiiddle of the (tream, a wolf came up and scued 
on the rJiild he had li'll, and ran olf with it iijlo the 
forest ; end when he turned to Ms other child, behold, 
a lion was in the act of carrying it off! And the 
wretched father tore his hair, and burst into lamenCft- 
tions, till remembering that he had accepted of sorrow 
and trial, and that he was to have patience in the bom 
of tribulation, ha dried his tears and prayed for resig- 
nation ; and, coming to a village, he abode there for 
fllkcn years, living by the labor of his hands. At flie 
end of that time, the Emperor Adrian being then on 
the throne, and requiring ihe services of Plaeidns, sent 
out soldiers ta seek him through all the kingdoms of 
the earth. At length they found him, and he was re- 

aatti to all his forniDT honors, and Again led on his 
troops to victory ; and tho emperor loaded him with 
fiivora and riches ; but Ms heart was sad for the loss of 
his wife and children. Meanwhile, his sons hnd been 
rescued from the jaws of the wild beasts, and his wijb 
had escaped fWwn the pirates ; and, after many ycara, 
they met and recognized each other, and were reunited; 
and Eustace Enid in his lieart, ■ purely all my tribula- 
tion is at an end ! ' But it was not so ; for the Em- 
peror Adrian commanded a great aacriflco and thanka- 
giving to his false gods, in conseqaenee of a victory 
he had gained over tho Barbarians. St. Eustace and 
his family refused to offer incense, remaining stead- 
fast in Ihe Christian fiiith. Whereupon tlie emptror 
ordered that they should be shnt up in a brazen bull, 
and a fire kindled under it ; and thus they perished 

There is nothing in this legendary romance to rec- 
ommend it, but it has Iwen popular from the eaiiieGE 
times, and is constantly met with in Ait. 



BT. (IUIRINU8. — ST. FLORIAN. 

In the devotional pictures, St. EuEtace is ropreeented 
either bs a, Roman BOldior, or armed as a kniglit; near 

tlie miraculoua etag. In a piclurc by N. Sog^ 
(a rare mnswr, who lived and worked nboul 1512) ha J 
■taadu armed with a kind of mace or battle-axe, an" 

n> tons, aa t>oj3 with palms and glories, stand bl 
liind him.* 

Tho "ConyorBion of St. Eustace" is only diitiii- 
^uiahed from the Icgeud of St. Haliert by the claBsical 

urior costume. The martyrdom of St Eustace 
and his family in the brazen bull I have liequoatly mel 
with ; and a series of subjects from this legend is oilea 
fbund in tho stained glass and scalptnro of tho old 
French cathedrals-t 



St. QmRiNiTB was another Roman soldier, serring 
nnder llio Emperor Anrclian. As liu did not hcsitato 
both tu profess and preacb openly the Christian faith, 
he soffered martyrdom by being dragged to death by 
ttoraea; his tongue was first thrown lo a bawk. He is 
represented in armor, with a horse and a hawk near 
tiim, baaring a shield with nino balls, and the palm aa 
martyr. Of this military saint I have met with only 
representation, in an old German picture i where 
Uinds in complete armor, bearing the standard, on 



•. Flortak, one of the eight tutelar saints of 
Austria, was another Roman soldier, who, professing 
was martyred in tho toign of Galeriua. 
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He was a natire of Enns, in Lower Anstria, and woriced 
manj miracles : among^ others he is said to have extio- 
gnished a conflagration by throwing a pitcherfhl of 
water over the flames. A stone was tied round bis 
neck, and he was flung into the river Enns. (Maj 4.) 

St. Florian is rarely met with in Italian Art, but he 
occurs frequently in the old German prints and pic- 
tures ; and in Austria and Bohemia we encounter him 
in almost every town and village, standing, in a sort of 
half-military, half-ecclesiastical costume, at the comer 
of a street or in an open space, generally marking the 
spot on which some destructive Are occurred or was 
arrested. I have often found his statue on a pump or 
fountain. He is also painted on the outside of houses, 
in armor, and in the act of throviing water from a 
bucket or pitcher on a house in flames. The magnifi- 
cent monastery of St. Florian, which is also a famous 
seminary, commemorates the scene and the legend of 
his life and martyrdom. "St. Florian in a deacon's 
dress, his right hand on a millstone, bis martyrdom in 
the background," is described in a picture by MuriUo.* 
The costume is, I think, a mistake. 



The legend of St. Hippolytus {Sanf Ippolito Romano), 
the friend of St. Laurence, I have already given at 
length, and shall only add, that in the fine Coronation 
of the Virgin in the Wallerstein collection he stands 
behind St. Laurence, in armor, and with the head of a 
Moor or Negro : for this peculiarity I find no authority ; 
there seems to have been some confusion in the painter's 
mind between the Moorish saints, St. Maurice and St. 
Victor, and St. Hippolytus the Roman. 

When we find St. Hippolytus in the Brescian pic- 
tures, it is because the inhabitants of Brescia claim to 
possess his relics. They insist that the body of the 
saint reposes^ with that of St. Julia, in the convent of 

• Petersburg, Hermiti^. 



ST. PROCnLUB— ST. QVif/Tm. 

Bsnta Ginlia in Bresda. There wob a fine figure oF St 
HippolytuB, HccompBciied bjSt. Callierlno (Si. Julkt), 
bj MoTGtto di Breads, in the collection of Mr. W 
Goniugbtun, and probably painted for tbia convent^' 



St. Pnocutos, militwy protector of Bolo([na, 
often (bund iu ilie picmrcs of iliut liohool of Arc, and 
Bometimcs also in the Notth of Imly. Thia is the oaljr 
uint, as ftr 89 1 can rccolicct, of whom an act of vio- 
lence and rcsisEance is recorded. When the tenth perse- 
cation broke out. a cruel officer named Marinas was 
sent to Bologna to cnfurve the imperial edict ; and Pro- 
colos, more of a. Boman than a CbristiBD, being moved 
with iadigDatioQ and pity bccansc of the suderings of 
the martyrs, entered the house of MarinuB, and pnt 
Mm to deeih vrlih an axe : ■ this axa is uiiually placed 
in his hand. Ib some effigies be carries a head in both 
hawia i whether his own, or that of Marions, does not 
seeio dear, la the Bol<^es« piL'torcs, 8aD Provulo 
VtKoiio and San Proculo SotJalo are sometimes found 
together as joint patrons. 

Ja a lioaatifnl aliar-ptece by Don Lorenzo Monaco, 
St. Procaloa is reprcscDtcd as b young saint, Icaaing 
a sword, tho liell of which he holds in one baud. " 
name is iuscribed undcmcnlh.t 

The Martyrdom of St. Procnlus, by Palma V( 
ia at Venice, ia the church of St. Zaccaria. 



St. QatNftt(,the souof Zoiio,beld a high 
in the Koman army, and being coaverted (o the Cliril 
tiaa fiuth, he threw away his anna and preached U """ 
people of Gaul, porticuiitrly at Amiens and io 
tij of Belgium ; but boiog dononncod tiefore the prel 

* la Goldo'a pLotora dcdLcBted m1t«r the plagna at 
ProeiUiu mppMTfl m a flue martial Skutq, wLUt an kubcL bi 
Ibaaie. (LEgendinrihs Mudoana,} 



m 

and ■ 
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Ilictiiu Vkrni, be inSbred k cruel mamrdom. He is 
rtprescnled in >niKJr, uid his proper ataibate is ao iron 
Bpii on which he wu impaled ; bat tliii is often omit- 
ted : he ia ramoni ia the old Fnmob and FleniUi erde- 
fiiaitical decoralioiu, but so rare ia Italian Art that I 
am remember no e^iample. 



The 1a«t of these militnrj saints who may be connd- 
eniil of nuliiciotit imparuince to rei^airQ a detailed notice, 
is St. AoRiA't, illtutrions thionghoat all ChriEtendom, 
both in the East and in the West ,- bpt less popular as a 
■ubjoct of Art than mig'ht have been expocled from the 
aotiqnitj of his worship, and the picturesque as wbU as 
pathetic cirGumstatices of the legend. 

" Adrian, the son of Frobua, was a noble Boman; be 
aerved in the goarda of the Emperor Galerius Maxim- 
ian, at the time when the tenth persecution Bgainn the 
sorrants of our Lord first broke oat in the city of TSJieO- 
mcdio, in Bithjuia (i. d. 290). Adrian was then not 
more than twentj-cight yean old, snd he wns married 
to a wife excMdingly hit and virtnons, whose Dame 
was Natalia, and she was secretly a Christian. 

" When the imperial edict was first promulgated, it 
had been turn down by tbo btave St. George, which m 
iucvused the wicked emperors, that in one day thirty- 
four ChriBtiana were condemned to the torture ; and it 
f^ll to the lot of Adrian to superinlend the execntion ; 
and as he stood by, wondering at the constancy with 
which these men suflbred for the cause of Christ, his 
heurt was suddenly (onched, and he threw away his 
arms, and sat down m the midst of the condemned, and 
laid aloud, ■ Consider me al»o as one of ye, for 1 bio 
will be a Christian 1 ' Then be was carried to prison 
with the rest. 

" But when his wife, Natalia, heard these things, she 
was transported with joy ; and cstnc to the prison, and 
fell upon her husbaiid'a oeck and kiesoi! lua chains, and 
encouraged him to suffer lor the truth. 
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" And shortly ttftcrwnris, Arlrian, being condemned 
to dia, on the night before ho was to Baiter pruvailcd 
npOD the jailer hj large bribei, and by giving stitctiea 
for his recnrn, to permit bltd. to visit his wile. 

"And Natalia was spinning in her chamber when 
the news was brooght tliiit hor husband had fled from 
prison ; and when she heard it slie tore her j^rments, 
and threw herself apon the earth, and laioeated, and 
exclaimed aloud : ' Alas I miserable that I am I I hare 
not deserved to bo the wife of a tnartjr I Now will 
men point at me, and say, " Behold the vrilo of the 
eoward and apoatato, nho, for ftar of death, hath denied 
hU God." 

"Now Adrian, standing ontside the door, heard 
these words ; and he lifted np liih voice and suid : ' O 
thon noble and strong-hcarCed woman I I bless God 
that I am not nnworthy of thee I Open the door, that 
I may bid tlice rarowell before I die.' So she arose 
joyfully, and opened (lie door to him, &nd took him in 
hot HTTDS and embraced him, and ihcy reCnmed to tbe 
prison together. 

" The next day, Adrian was dragged before the tri- 
bnnal ; and after lieing cruelly scourged and (ortnrod, 
he was carried bock to his dungeon; but the grants, 
hearing of the devotion of his wife and other Christiaa 
women, who minislored to the prisoners, ordered that 
no woman should be allowed to eater the dungeon. 
Thereupon Natalia cat olf all her beantiful hair, and 
put on the dress of a man ; and ihus she gained access 
to the prcBDiicB of her hnsbaod, whom she found lying 
on the earth, torn and blecdicig. And stie look him in 
her acma, saying tenderly, ' O light of mine eyes and 
husband of mine heart ) blessed art thon, who art called 
to Bu&br for Chriat's sake I ' And Adrian was comfort- 
ed, and prepared himself to endure bravely to the end. 

"And [hs next day, the tyrants onle>«d that Adrian 
ebonld have his limba gtmck off on a blacksmith's aa- 
vil, and afterwards be beheaded, and so il was duna to 
him; and Natalia lield htm and sustained him in his 
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I, and tiefore tba Uit blow was itmck he e: 



" Theu Natalia kUsod him apon Iho brow, and, Btoop- 
ing, took up one of the eovcred bRods, sad put it id bet 
bmom ; and, rcniming to her house, she folded i^i the 
hand in n kerchief or fino linen, with iprrcs and pe^ 
fmiieit, and placed it at the head of lier bed ; but [be 
bodies of Adrian and his compaaiona were carried bj 
the Christians to Bjukntium, which woe afterwards 
Coiutantinople. 

■' And it happened aficr these tilings, that the em- 
peror threatened to marrj Natalia, by force, to oue of 
the tribunes of tbc army. Therefore she fled, and em- 
barked on hoard a TeiEel, and sailed for Argyropolia, a 
port tiGsr Byzantium ; and the remainder of her life did 
she pass in widowhood, near the tomb of her husbanil. 
And olten, in the silence of tbc night, when sleep came 
Bpon her eyes iieary with weeping, did Adrian, clothed 
in ibo glory of beatitude, risit her dreams, and inviie 
her to follow him. Nor long did alie remain bohiod 
him i for il pleased God to release her pure and noble 
Kpirit from its earthly bondage ; and Adrian, aecom- 
panied by a troop of rejoicing angels, desoeodod fh>m 
heaven to meet her ; sad they entered into the joy of 
the lord, with the prophets and with the sainis and 
those whose names are written in the tiook of life ; and 
Ihey dwell in the light of His presence, reunited for over 

" The Greek Chorch counts St. Natalia among the 
most distinguished female manyni, with honors eqnal 
to tliose of her hushand ;. for, not less precious was her 
death in llio wght of God, than if she bad perished hj 
the Bword of the persecutors, seeing that she had en- 
dured a mora terrible manyrdom than any that the in- 
genuity of man could inflict; therefore they place the 
palm in her liaiid, and tlie crown upon her head, as one 

St. Adrian and St. Natalia ore commemorated on 
the Btli of September, and the story iu it^ main poinu 
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fa one of [he laost, andont and snthentic En ^e ctilcn- 
dar. St. Adrian was fat agas thu chief militaiy aiunt 
o( tho North of Europe, next to St. Gcor|^ ; and wu 
ia Flaadera and Grermauj and tho North of FnilCfi 
what St. SebaaCian was in Italy, — the patron of sol- 
diers, and the protector against tlio plagno. Ho is alra 
the patron of tho Flemish brewers. Acrording to an 
andoDt traditioo, his relics have ropo^ siuce tho ninth 
century in the convent of St. Adrian at Gnunmonl, in 
FlaadeEB. His sword, long preserved as a most pnsciou* 
lelic at Walbeck, ia Saxony, was taken from ils shrino 
by the Emperor Henry II. (St. Uenry), and girded oa 
by that pioQS emperor when preparing for his uxpuiti- 
tion against the Turks and nungarians. 

St. Adrian is reprtacalcd armod, with an anvil in his 
handit or at his feet ; the anvil is his proper allribute ; 
•omotimes a sword or on axe ia lyiug beaiilo it, nud 
■ometimea ho haa a lion at hii feet. 

I. In a picture by Homling, now belonginj; tu Mr. 
Hareonrt Vemoa, St. Adrian is thus repteaonled, armed 
u t Koman Boldicr, with a magnlliront helmet and cui- 
nss, and carrying the anvil in his arms. 

S. St. Adrian, in a abort tnnic richly ombroldorod, 
but without helmet or cuirass, holds his swonl, the 
point of which rests on the anvil ; in the Icfl hand he 
holds the banner of victory.* 

3. St. Adrian, crowned with laurel and in eotnplcin 
armor, holds the sword and anvil ; a lion, here the em- 
bleoi of fbrtitnde, crouches at hia feot. A beaalifnl 
miniature in the breviary of Marie de Medicis.t 

4. St. Adrian, with the lioti at his feet (engraved in 
Carter's Specimens of Ancient English Painting and 
Scalpture). 

It ia necessary to observe these effigies with attention, 
for I hare seen figures of St. Adriaa in wliicli the an- 
Til ia his hand is so small as to look like a caakot ; 
others in which Ibe anvil placed at his feet is like a 
block or a laxge stone. 

• ItiUiB print. t Oit,, Bodldui. 
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SACRED AND LEGENDARY ART. 



H8. Adriiin uiil Natali* on represented bj Domeot 
chino in this dmpcl of Bt Kilo nt Qratta Foirata, be- 
raiuo ihii chapel had beea origiuallj dedicated to these 
Greek aainla. 

1 regret that I eon die no other sepaiate Bgttn) of St. 
NAtnlin, nor any series of Babjects fWim tbis beancifid 
legend. No donbt maoj examples might be ftiand in 
tlie old Flomlah chorchcs.* 

Acf^rdiDg to the Gieek and German anthoritieB, St 
Natalia bears ihe lion sm ber proper attiibnte ; if it be 
eo. the lion is not here expressive of martjnlom. but a 
given to ber as the received emblem of magoanimlly 
and invincible tbrttlude. 8he is the Ij-pc ofwomonl; 
love add coQBtancy exalted by roliBioaij enthuaiaam ; 
and (hongh Ibe circumstances of her heroic dcvocioD 
have beea deemed exaggeraled, vb maj find in the 
pages of sober and authentic higtory warrant for belief. 
Ever; one, io reading the legend of SL Natalia, will be 
reminded of the story of Gertrude da Wart, who, when 
her husband was broken on the wbcci, stood by, and 
netor left the seaiBild, during tho three dnya and thtw 
tiights of hia protracted ti 
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